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-------

‘I couldn’t help the tears that stung my eyes at that moment. I wasn’t proud of them either, any more than I was of the smack that then landed on the spiky top of his head. The fries went flying.

“You always spoil things!” I shouted.’

‘I wanted to go over to him, put my hand on his arm. I thought of those mothers whose children hit them, making people mutter: “Serves them right. You spoil children like that, you turn them into monsters.”

“If you don’t spoil them,” another voice whispered, “you turn them into cripples.”’ (Brisac 1999: 12)
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