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Dr Diego Acosta Arcarazo is a lecturer in European  law at the University 
of Bristol. His area of expertise is EU migration law, although he is currently 
focused on migration law and policies in South America. He has published 
widely in the area of European migration law, including his book: The Long-
Term Residence Status as a Subsidiary Form of EU Citizenship. An Analysis of 
Directive 2003/109 (Martinus Nijhoff, 2011). Dr Acosta has also co-edited two 
other books: EU Justice and Security Law: After Lisbon and Stockholm (Hart, 
2014, with Cian Murphy) and  EU Immigration and Asylum Text and 
Commentary  (Martinus Nijhoff, 2012, with Peers, Guild, Groenendijk and 
Moreno-Lax). His work has appeared in the most important journals in the 
field including the International Migration Review, European Law Review, 
European Law Journal, Journal of Common Market Studies and European Journal 
of Migration and Law. Dr Acosta is also co-supervisor of, and collaborator 
in, a five-year research project entitled ‘Prospects for International Migration 
Governance (MIGPROSP)’.

Nara Braga Cavalcante de Farias is an MA student in international migration 
and ethnic relations at Malmö University, Sweden, and a student member of the 
Study and Research Centre on Environmentally Displaced Persons (NEPDA). 
She holds a BA in international relations from Paraiba State University 
(UEPB), Brazil. During her stay at NEPDA/UEPB, she was an assistant on a 
research project focusing on the national and international protection Haitians 
received in Brazil after the 2010 earthquake. This research was sponsored by 
the Institutional Program for Scientific Initiation (CNPq/PIBIC).

Dr David James Cantor is director and founder of the Refugee Law Initiative 
and a reader in human rights law at the School of Advanced Study, University 
of London, UK. He is also an Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
Future Research Leader and editor-in-chief of the ‘International Refugee 
Law’ book series, published by Martinus Nijhoff. David worked as a legal 
officer for the Refugee Legal Centre and also with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees office (UNHCR). He litigated over 500 refugee 
and human rights cases before the UK courts and tribunals as well as carrying 
out advocacy and policy work before government departments and Parliament. 
As an academic, he has undertaken extensive fieldwork on forced displacement 
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in Colombia, where his work has influenced law and policy, as well as in other 
countries in the Andean region, Central America, Southern Cone and Mexico. 
He has trained governments from Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, Asia 
and the Pacific on refugee protection, participated in expert meetings organised 
by such bodies as the UNHCR and Nansen Initiative, and runs a new distance-
learning MA in Refugee Protection and Forced Migration Studies.

Dr Pablo Ceriani Cernadas is coordinator of the Migration and Asylum 
Program at the Center for Justice and Human Rights, and director of 
Postgraduate Specialization on Human Rights, Migration and Asylum, both 
of which are at  the National University of Lanús (UNLA, Argentina). He 
is a member of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Migrant 
Workers and Their Families (2014−17) and a  lawyer (University of Buenos 
Aires − UBA). He has a master’s in international migrations from the European 
University of Madrid, and is a PhD candidate in human rights at the University 
of Valencia. Dr Ceriani Cernadas teaches students of migration and human 
rights at the Law School, UBA, and also students undertaking the Master in 
Human Rights at UNLA, and the Master in Democratization and Human 
Rights at the National University of San Martin (UNSAM). He has worked 
as a consultant on migrants’ rights issues for UNICEF, the United Nations 
Population Fund (NFPA) and the International Labour Organization (ILO). 
He is also an associate member of Global Migration Policy Associates (GMPA). 
Among his recent publications are: Migrar en las Américas: movibilidad 
humana, información y derechos humanos (México, 2014, co-coordinator with 
Córdova and Knippen; ed. Gedisa); and Niñez detenida. Los derechos de niños, 
niñas y adolescentes migrantes en la frontera Mexico-Guatemala (México, 2013, 
coordinator; ed. Fontamara).

Carolina de Abreu Batista Claro is a PhD candidate in international law at 
the University of São Paulo Law School (USP, Brazil) with a master’s degree in 
sustainable development from the University of Brasília (UnB, Brazil) and an 
LLM in public law from the Processus Institute (Brazil). Carolina has taught 
international law at university level and been a pro bono lawyer for immigrants, 
stateless persons, asylum-seekers and refugees in Brazil for the past eight years. 
She has recently worked as a consultant on migration laws and policies for 
the Brazilian Ministry of Justice’s Department of Immigration and for the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) during the preparatory phase 
of the First Brazilian  Conference on Migration and Asylum, held in May/
June 2014, where she also served as the civil society delegate. Carolina has 
been a researcher at various institutions, including the International Migration 
Observatory (OBMigra), University of Brasília, NEPDA, at Paraíba State 
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University, and the Network for South-American Environmental Migrations 
(RESAMA).

Dr José H. Fischel de Andrade is a UNHCR senior staff member and a 
UNHCR-designated judge at the National Court of Asylum (CNDA) in Paris. 
He teaches refugee, forced migration and human rights law at the universities of 
Milan (Statale), Paris (Panthéon-Assas), and Berlin (Humboldt). A University 
of Cambridge graduate, he is a past CAPES postdoctoral research fellow at 
The Graduate Institute (Geneva), and a diplomé of both the Academy of 
European Law (EUI, Firenze) and the International Institute of Human Rights 
(Strasbourg). He has published widely in academic journals, including the 
International Journal of Refugee Law, Journal of Refugee Studies, Refugee Studies 
Quarterly, and Forced Migration Review, and in edited volumes, the most recent 
of which is a chapter on ‘Forced migration in South America’, published in the 
Oxford Handbook of Refugee and Forced Migration Studies.

Luisa Feline Freier is a PhD candidate based at the Government Department, 
London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), a doctoral research 
affiliate of the Refugee Law Initiative (RLI), School of Advanced Study, 
University of London, a doctoral fellow of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
for Freedom and a research affiliate of the Universidad del Pacífico. Luisa 
holds an MA from the University of Wisconsin, Madison and a BA from the 
University of Cologne. Her doctoral research focuses on immigration and 
asylum policy reforms in Latin America and recent extra-continental south-
south migration to the region. She has carried out in-depth fieldwork in the 
USA, Argentina, Ecuador and Mexico, and her work has been published in 
numerous research reports, edited volumes and academic journals, including 
the International Migration Review. Luisa previously worked for the IOM and 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom.

Dr Jean-Pierre Gauci holds a PhD in law from King’s College London,  a 
Doctor of Laws (LLD) and a Magister Juris in international law from the 
University of Malta. He is a founder and director of The People for Change 
Foundation, a human rights think tank, and research coordinator in public 
international law at the British Institute of International and Comparative Law. 
Jean-Pierre has extensive experience of research and work on various human 
rights-related issues with a focus on migration and asylum on the national, 
European and international level. He has acted as consultant to various 
national and international governmental and non-governmental organisations 
including the European Commission, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, the Maltese Government and the IOM. 
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Dr Ana Margheritis is reader in international relations at the University 
of Southampton, UK. She previously worked at the University of Florida, 
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, and Tulane 
University in the US, as well as Universidad Torcuato Di Tella in Argentina. 
She also holds several visiting positions in American and European institutions. 
Her areas of expertise include international relations, political economy, 
foreign policy, regional cooperation and transnational migration. She is the 
author of Argentina’s Foreign Policy: Domestic Politics and Democracy Promotion 
in the Americas; Ajuste y reforma en Argentina, 1989−1995; and volume XI of 
Historia de Las Relaciones Exteriores de la República Argentina, 1943−1989. She 
is also the editor of Latin American Democracies in the New Global Economy 
and former contributing editor to the Handbook of Latin American Studies. 
Her articles have appeared in a wide range of journals, including International 
Migration Review, Review of International Political Economy, International 
Political Sociology, Latin American Politics and Society, and Journal of European 
Public Policy. Her next book will focus on state policies towards their citizens 
abroad in five Latin American countries.

Diana Trimiño Mora is a women’s protection and empowerment policy 
advisor for the International Rescue Committee (IRC), UK. She previously 
conducted research for the Refugee Law Initiative’s project, ‘Pushing the 
Boundaries: New Dynamics of Forced Migration and Transnational Responses 
in Latin America’. Her experience with refugee protection and displacement 
includes working with the UNHCR in their Americas’ Regional Legal Unit as 
an associate legal officer, and as refugee resettlement coordinator and migrant’s 
rights advisor at the IOM. She has worked on women’s issues in various world 
regions, including with the Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Law and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights. 
She holds an LLM. in international human rights law from Lund University, 
Sweden, and she has used her positions and her focus on gender issues, 
unaccompanied children, trafficking and asylum to hone her legal analysis, 
advocacy and policy development skills.

Dr Andrea Pacheco Pacifico is associate professor at the Department of 
International Relations, Paraiba State University, Brazil, where she co-founded 
and is the director of NEPDA. She holds an LLB in law from the Federal 
University of Alagoas, Brazil, an LLM/MA in international law and politics/
international relations from Lancaster University, UK, and a PhD in social 
sciences from the Pontifical Catholic University of Sao Paulo, Brazil. She was also 
a postdoctoral fellow at the York University Centre for Refugee Studies, Canada, 
and a research fellow at the Oxford University Refugee Studies Centre, UK. 
Her research focuses on human rights protection of environmentally displaced 
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persons, forced migrants and refugees; on international and humanitarian law, 
and international regimes; and on social capital and democratisation processes. 
She has published various books, academic journal articles, research reports, 
and book reviews, besides giving conferences in Brazil and overseas.

Dr Erika Pires Ramos is federal attorney at the Brazilian Environmental 
Protection Agency (IBAMA). She holds an LLB in law and an LLM/MA in 
environmental law from the Federal University of Pernambuco (UFPE), and 
a PhD in international law from the University of Sao Paulo (USP), Brazil. 
During her PhD, she founded the RESAMA − South American Network for 
Environmental Migrations. Recently she became a member of the Brazilian 
Institute for Climate Change Law (iClima). She is a researcher at NEPDA and 
the Human Rights and Vulnerabilities Research Group (UNISANTOS), and 
also at ORBIS, the international law and international relations studies centre. 
She has worked as a researcher and national correspondent at the catastrophes 
and human rights project (CADHOM) in France. Her research field focuses 
on the legal recognition of environmentally displaced persons at the global, 
regional and national level.

Dr Beatriz Eugenia Sánchez Mojica is international law lecturer at the 
Law Faculty of Los Andes University, Colombia. She is a lawyer and holds a 
master’s in European social action and international cooperation from Carlos 
III University, Spain, where she also obtained a PhD in human rights.   She 
is a research fellow at the Instituto Universitario de Migraciones, Pontificia 
Universidad de Comillas, Madrid. Her research field focuses on human rights 
protection of internally displaced persons, refugees and migrants and her work 
has been published in books, academic journals and research reports. 


