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T A MEETING of the Society on 6th April last, Audrey

Taylor spoke on Quaker Country Bankers, with many

details of the development and difficulties and successes
of many of the more famous Quaker banks. At this meeting
tribute was paid to the services so ably rendered to the
Society by Muriel Hicks, who has now resigned from her
office as Secretary.

This number completes volume 49 of the Journal begun in
1959, and is largely occupied by the final portion of Richard
Stagg’s paper on the Advices and Queries, taking the histori-
cal survey of their development on from 1860 to the last
revision in 1928.

Arthur E. Bissell contributes a note from William
Marten’s diary recording the visit of the Emperor Alexander
I to Nathaniel Rickman’s house in Sussex in the summer of
1814. The manuscript diary is now in the possession of
L. Brindley Marten, of Kingston-on-Thames.

The Quakers Dublin Weekly Oracle, 1721, concerns an
Irish newspaper, known only from a manuscript in the
Anthony Sharp collection in Friends’ Historical Library,
Eustace Street, Dublin.

Among other items, we print notes on recorded movements
of archives, and reviews of the new edition of The Second
Period of Quakerism, and Then & Now, the volume of essays
presented to Henry J. Cadbury.

Vol. 49—433.



The Emperor Alexander I in Sussex, 1814

Readers of Maude Robinson’s book of stories, The Time of Her
Life (1919), may remember the one which is entitled “An Emperor’s
Visit”. The following extract from a diary (now in the possession of
L. Brindley Marten of Kingston-on-Thames) recalls the same
event.

The diarist, William Marten was born at Barcombe, near
Lewes, Sussex, 25.v.1764, and died in Lewes, 6.1.1823. He was a
draper in the town, a minister and prominent member of the local
meeting. William Marten married Jane Cruttenden, of the Cliffe,
Lewes, in 1790, and both are buried in the burial ground in front
of the Friends’ meeting house, Friars Walk, Lewes. The diary
covers events during the years 1789-1822, and the following
extract tells of the visit of the Emperor Alexander I of Russia
and his company in the summer of 1814.

26.v1.1814. Been to Meeting this morning. This day the King
of Prussia, the Emperor of Russia, his sister the Duchess of
Oldenburg, passed through this town on their way to Dover. A
great concourse of people assembled. We were at Meeting when the
Emperor and his sister went through. He expressed at Portsmouth
his predilection in favour of the Society of Friends and felt a strong
inclination to visit a family of that persuasion on his way from
Petworth to Dover to have friendly conversation for half an hour.
The names of J. Glaisyer of Brighton and (name not given) of
Lewes were given him but he did not call on either. It is said he
attempted it at Brighton but the crowd was so great he could not
conveniently get to the house. With regard to Lewes he did not
know he had passed through it, the route being made to go by
Newhaven. After he had got a little from the place, he enquired
what town 1t was. When they got to Nathaniel Rickman’s the
family were standing at the gate. The Emperor or his sister
observed they appeared like Friends and he desired the coachman
to stop, got down from his carriage and asked Nathaniel whether
they were Quakers.

Being answered in the afirmative his sister alighted and took
hold of Nathaniel’s arm and the Emperor offered Mary Rickman
his arm and walked into the house, took wine and cake, went over
the house, made enquiry how far they had to Meeting, etc. etc.
They stayed about 20 minutes, took notice of the children and took
an affectionate farewell and told Nathaniel and his wife they
should never see them again but should remember them, and he
hoped they would not forget them. When in London the Emperor
and the Dutchess were at our religious Meeting on a first day at
Westminster and were much pleased therewith.

J. Wilkinson, Richard Phillips and John Bell appeared in
testimony. J.W. also in supplication. They sat in a very solid man-
ner and when Meeting broke up shook hands in a friendly manner.
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The Meeting for Sufferings had drawn up an address to the Emperor
which was after this presented to him by Wm. Allen, J.Wilkinson,
and Stephen Grellet. They had a very satisfactory opportunity
with him in conversation on various subjects.

ARTHUR E. BisseLL (Lewes)

Then and Now

Then & Now. Quaker Essays, Historical and Contempo-
rary by friends of Henry Joel Cadbury on his completion of
Twenty-two years as Chairman of the American Friends
Service Committee. Edited by Anna Brinton. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1960. §5. (Oxford Univer-

sity Press. 40s.)

This volume of essays, prepared as a tribute to Henry J. Cadbury,
includes, as is proper, a number of studies on Quaker history, in view
of his outstanding achievements in this field and his position as the
doyen of Quaker historians.

The biographical sketch of Henry J. Cadbury by his niece Mary
Hoxie Jones, with which the volume opens, contains some account of
his historical work, particularly that based on his realization that much
untapped source-material was to be found in the MS. Catalogue of
George Fox’s papers at Friends House and 1n its index. Henry J.
Cadbury’s discoveries in this field were the more remarkable when it is
remembered that much of his work had to be done from the other side
of the Atlantic.

Among the other essays in the volume, there are eight of historical
interest, as under—

1652 in History: Changing Perspectives on the Founding of Quakerism
Frederick B. Tolles

Penn and the Poets Elizabeth Gray Vining

Early Friends and the Doctrine of the Tvinily
Margaret B. Hobling

Robert Barclay and Joseph John Gurney D. Elton Trueblood
The Letters of William Leadbeater Olive Goodbody

The Influence of John Woolman on Joseph Nichols and the Nicholites
Kenneth L. Carroll

The Other Branch [Addison Hutton’s relations with Hicksite
Friends] Elizabeth Yarnall

Quakers and Animals Howard H. Brinton

There is also a useful series of five papers on the manuscript
resources of five Friend libraries in England, Ireland and America.



The Quakers Dublin Weekly Oracle, 1721

hand-list of Irish newspapers, 1685-1750, by R. L. Munter
A}?ambridge Bibliographical Society. Monograph 4.

ondon, Bowes, 1960), includes an entry for a paper
which the compiler was unable to identify and which has
apparently not been recorded elsewhere. The item (no. %8,
on page 14) reads as follows:

? The [Quakers] Dublin-Weekly-Oracle. ?-[November? 1721]-?
(Sole reference from The Dublin Courant, entry 66, 4 and 7
November 1721, commenting on the late content of the ‘ . . .
Quakers Dublin-Weekly-Oracle . . .’, a suspect title and doubtful
entry.) Printer unknown. No copies traced.

The reference to The Dublin Courant (checked from the
Microfilm positive 1903 in the National Library of Ireland)
reveals the following paragraph, seemingly inserted as an

advertisement in three consecutive issues’ of the newspaper
reproduced on the film:

Whereas the Scribling Author of the Quakers Dublin-Weekly-
Oracle (falsly so called) having lately under his own Hand to some
of us the said People confessed himself recorded amongst us for an
Apostate, &c. ever since the year 1682, the Truth of which we are
obliged thus to certifie, in Order to undeceive the Publick, and
manifest his Character, who like an old Apostate has already in his
sald Oracle publish’d several Untruths, sundry Perversions, gross
Reflections, and malicious Insinuations. As also, in a Paper cried
out lately, for the Quakers Speech to the Lord Lieutenant, are
some Things omitted, others added, and certain notorious Fals-
hoods annexed: All which mercenary Clamours together with the

Author or Authors are in our Esteem unworthy of any farther
Notice.

Reference to the manuscript index by John Douglas to
the Anthony Sharp manuscripts at Friends’ Historical
Library, 6 Eustace Street, Dublin, shows a paper headed
“The Quakers Dublin Weekly Oracle’” as Sharp MS. S.14,
which consists of two conjugate folio leaves, headed as above
and containing the answers to three questions. As it stands the
manuscript 1s incomplete, a catchword for Query 4 appearing

I Olive Goodbody has kindly consulted the originals in the Gilbert
Collection, Dublin Public Library, and found the paragraph in nos. 570-572
(Nov. 4, 7 and 11, 1721) of The Dublin Courant.
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at the foot of the final page at the end of the answer to the
third question. The questions are:

1. How long isit Since ye Quakers first apeared in ye World. . .

(Answer=1652.)
2. Who was ye first instrument in yt Work. (Answer = George

Fox.)
3. Do ye Quakers ever Lament Mourn or Weep For ye loss

off any Brother or Sister that upon full convictions Leaves their
Meetings and joynes in Communion with ye Church of England or
any other Christian church &c. (Answer quotes the case of George
Keith and Philadelphia Friends.)

The manuscript is in the hand of John Crabb (brother of
Ann Crabb the second wife of Anthony Sharp), who was
disowned in 1682 (Dublin Men’s Meeting minute, 6.iv.1682),*
a fact which confirms the printed statement in the Dublin
Courant, and which marks him as the author of the numbers
of the Oracle which did appear. Although no copies of the
printed newspaper have been traced, it seems likely that the
Dublin Friends who took the step of advertising their dis-
pleasure with the publication would not have printed their
disclaimer unless John Crabb had first printed his work for
circulation.

It is to John Crabb that we are indebted for the manu-
scripts of Anthony Sharp which are preserved in the Friends’
Historical Library at Dublin, and the three letters from Crabb
to Dublin Friends (5.15-17) which follow this manuscript of
the Oracle (S.14) allow the probable course of events leading
to the publication of the printed newspaper to be traced.

The first letter (S.15, dated May ye gth 1720) is one in
which Crabb proposed to print the life and writings of
Anthony Sharp. The proposal came before Dublin Men’s
Meeting, 23.v1. & 6.vi1.1720, and a committee was appointed
to get the papers from Crabb and to read them. The commit-
tee’s report was unfavourable, but the Men’s Meeting of
7.x11.1720 (Feb. 1721) did take steps to secure the preservation
of the manuscripts, authorizing Friends to get in all the writ-
ings and to pay Crabb not more than £5 for the care and
expense he had been at 1n arranging and preserving them.
The money was paid on delivery of the papers, which were
lodged in a ““Chest above stairs with other of friends writings”’.

* The actual testimony of disownment against John Crabb was not signed
until the Men’s Meeting of September 1682. (Information from Olive Good-
body.)
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In view of what was to happen it is interesting to see in John
Crabb’s original letter, the sentence: ““I shall take care not
to publish any thing of that nature, without acquainting your
meeting.”’

There matters seem to have rested for half a year, until
July 25th, 1721, when Crabb again wrote to the Men’s Meet-
ing. In this second letter (S.16) he recited his care in collect-
ing Anthony Sharp’s manuscripts and other epistles of Friends,
and complained that he had received payment for nothing
more than a portion of the cost he had been at in transcrib-
ing and arranging them. He said he had made proposals
tosome Friends of the Meeting “for my own Ease & ye Meet-
ings Sattisfaction,”’ and desired an answer.

A fortnight later a third letter followed (S.17, dated
August 8, 1721, addressed to Samuel Fuller, in Meath Street).

Friend Sammuell Fuller,
this day, please to give, this into ye Mens Meeting . . .

John Crabb asked the Meeting not to despise this letter, as
they did the last.

. . . For this Work yt I have begun is For publick service;
which if Frds have no just exceptions to make against, i shall
proceed to publish ye small begining in a few Dayes, & please God
give Me life & Bless my Endeavours i shall Farther proceed till
it swell itself into a Vollum For ye Service off ye present & succeed-
ing generations.

It would seem that the Men’s Meeting made no reply to
these last two letters, for no minute was made on the subject,
and that John Crabb, some time between the beginning of
August and the end of October 1721, proceeded to print one
or more numbers of his Quakers Dublin-Weekly-Oracle and
recetved the unsigned printed rebuke in the November issues
of The Dublin Courant. The manuscript copy of what must
have been the first number of the Oracle, now Sharp MS.
S.14, 1s evidently the ‘““small begining’”’ mentioned in the third
letter (S.17), but whether it was an enclosure with that letter
or was received with the “proposals’”’ which Crabb had made
(mentioned in S.16) cannot be determined.

%* * x

As a tail-piece to the foregoing enquiry it may be noted
that the second paper disclaimed by Friends in their
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advertisement printed in 7T/he Dublin Courant, apparently
entitled ‘“The Quakers Speech to the Lord Lieutenant,” must
have had a basis in fact even if the editor or printer had
tampered with the text. The evidence is to be found in the
minutes of Dublin Men’s Meeting, 5.vi1.1721:
The Duke of Grafton being come over Ld: Lieut: Genl: &
Governour of this Nation, this Meeting desires that Geo: Rooke,
Joseph Gill, Timothy Forbes, Saml: Braithwait, John Barclay

and John Stoddart do Endeavour to wait upon him at a Suitable
time to morrow. Supposed ye 12th hour.

The following note is made of the action which Friends took
on that minute:

Friends were with the Ld: Lieut: & G: Rooke spoke on behalf
of friends wch: was well accepted & a kind answer returned by
the Ld: Lieut:

R.S.M.

Reports on Archives

The National Register of Archives (Historical Manuscripts Com-
mission) List of accessions to repositories in 1959 (Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office, 1960), reports the following additions to the manu-
script collections in various institutions which may interest workers
on Quaker history.

Birmingham University Library, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 15.
Margaret Fell: ““Second call unto the seed of Israel,”” and
“Epistle to those whose desires are after the truth’” (1659).

British Museum, Department of Manuscripts. London, W.C.1.
Joseph Sturge: further correspondence with Richard Cobden,
1839-53 (presented with Add. MSS 43722-43723 in 1934 and
now incorporated). (Add. MS 50131).

Cambridgeshire Record Office, Shire Hall, Castle Hill, Cambridge.
Society of Friends: records of quarterly and monthly meetings
for Cambs. and Hunts., mid 17th-20oth cent., incl. printed
18th cent. pamphlets.

Essex Record Office, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex.
Commonplace book of Robert Greenwood of Chelmsford,
quaker, c.1800.

Herefordshire County Record Office, Shirehall, Hereford.
Society of Friends: Herefordshire and Radnorshire monthly
meetings: minutes, sufferings, school records, etc., from 1692.

Hertfordshire Record Office, County Hall, Hertford.
Map: Port Hill (Hertford) Quaker burial ground, 185s5.
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East Sussex Record Office, Pelham House, Lewes, Sussex.

Society of Friends: Sussex and Surrey quarterly meeting
(additional), 17th-19th cent.

Worcestershire County Record Office, Shirehall, Worcester.
Society of Friends: various records, 18th-1gth cent.

* & *

Guide to the Herifordshire Record Office. Part. I. Quarter sessions and
other vecords in the custody of the officials of the county. Edited
by William Le Hardy. 1961. This volume includes (p. 173,
under Poll Books and elections before 1832, no. 721): Quakers’
declaration of fidelity (under 7 & 8 Will. III, c.27, s.12) be-
fore the Sheriff (or his officer) taking the Poll at the 1697
election. 72 signatures. (QPE 4.) Under Oaths and Declarations
(p. 182, no. 766) appears: Oaths taken by Quakers (under 8
Geo. I, ¢.6) 1723: 1 roll. About 150 signatures. (QS MISC.
1148A).

%* o *

Lincolnshire Archives Committee. Archivists’ report, 12 (1960-
61). Under “Gifts and deposits” (p. 54) appears: Mr D. R.
Vale, clerk of the monthly meeting, Society of Friends:
minutes, 1949-55, membership list, 1837-1960.

* ¥ *

Sussex and Surrey Quarterly Meeting records.
A copy of the catalogue of the records deposited in the East
Sussex Record Office, County Hall, Lewes (see note in Journal
F.H.S., xlix, 104), covering the period to 1900, is in the
Library at Friends House. Records since 1900 are in the
strongroom at Brighton Meeting House. Alton Monthlyv Meet-
ing records are deposited at the Hampshire County Record
Office, Winchester. Lewes & Chichester Monthly Meeting
records are deposited at the East Sussex Record Office. (In-
formation from the report of the Quarterly Meeting’s com-
mittee on records, presented 24.vii. 1960.)

*x * x

Guzide to the recovds in the custody of the Clevk of the Peace for Wilt-
shiwre. (Wiltshire County Council: Guide to the Record Office.
Part 1.) 1959. This volume (Court of Quarter Sessions, p. 5)
includes the following item: Quakers’ Afhrmations or Declara-
tions of Allegiance and Supremacy, taken and subscribed or
marked 1723 (1 roll). The roll also includes oaths sworn and
subscribed or marked in the same year, presumably by
persons other than Quakers.




Friends’ Queries and General Advices

A Survey of their Development in London Yearly
Meeting, 1860-1928"

HE 1860 revision of the Queries was the most radical in

the Society’s history. As has already been shown,* many

Friends were in the 1850’s questioning practices of the
Society which had become traditional. This can be illustrated
particularly by the number of exceptions to the fourth query,
regarding plainness of speech, behaviour and apparel, reported
to Yearly Meeting, and the growing recognition of the loss
which the Society was sustaining by the disownment of those
who married “out” (which was in part the subject of the
thirteenth query). An increasing number of Friends were
advocating in Yearly Meeting alterations to these queries,
and there were some who were prepared to urge a review of
the queries as a whole. At the same time, many Friends
called attention to the excessive amount of time spent at
business meetings in reading and replying to the queries,
which was particularly apparent at Yearly Meeting itself.
After much discussion it was finally agreed in 1859, on the
recommendation of a committee which had been considering
the method of conducting Yearly Meeting business, to revise
the whole of the Advices and Queries. The revision was
referred to this committee, which presented its report in the
following year. It recommended a reduction in the number of
queries to ten, of which the first seven only were to be
answered to Yearly Meeting.3 After some amendment, the
Queries were adopted in the following form:

1. Are your meetings for worship regularly held? Do Friends
attend them duly, and at the time appointed?

2. (3) Are Friends frequent in reading the Holy Scriptures;
and do those who have children, servants, and others under their
care, encourage them in the practice of this religious duty?

3. (4) Are Friends careful to maintain a religious life and
conversation, consistent with our Christian profession; and do

those who have children or others under their care endeavour, by
example and precept, to train them up in accordance therewith?

! Continued from page 235.

3 Page 229.

3 See Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1860, pp. 16-28; The Fyiend, vol. 18
(1860), pp. 104-6; British Friend, vol. 18 (1860), pp. 140-45.
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4. (2) Are Friends preserved in love one towards another;
and do they avoid and discourage talebearing and detraction?

5. Are Friends faithful in bearing our Christian testimony
against all ecclesiastical demands?

6. Are Friends faithful in maintaining our Christian testimony
against all War?

7. Are your meetings for transacting the affairs of the Church
regularly held and duly attended? Is the discipline administered
timely, impartially, and in a Christian spirit? And are Quarterly
and Monthly Meetings careful to give to their subordinate meetings
such assistance as may, from time to time, be required?

8. Are Friends clear of defrauding the public revenue? Are
they just in their dealings, and punctual in fulfilling their engage-
ments?

9. Are the necessities of the poor among you properly inspected
and relieved; and is good care taken of the education of their
offspring?

10. Is the advice to Friends on the subject of their outward
affairs and the timely making of their wills annually given? Are
the rules respecting removals, the revision of the lists of members,
and the recording of births, marriages, and burials, observed?
Are the titles of your meeting-houses, burial-grounds, &c, duly
preserved and recorded; and is all other trust-property under your
care rightly secured and applied?*

The committee responsible for revising the queries was
conscious of the growing feeling in the Society that it was
almost 1mpossible to give satisfactory answers to them in a
corporate sense. They were also conscious that the replies that
had been given in recent years were often vague and meaning-
less. Some Friends on the committee may even have been
prepared to take the final step of abolishing replies altogether,
but the Society as yet was not unitedly ready for this, and
the committee finally recommended that the queries to be
answered should be reduced to a minimum.

The number of omissions was substantial. The previous
13th query on “marrying out’” now disappeared, following the
decision of Yearly Meeting in 1859 to amend the marriage
regulations. It was replaced by a paragraph in the General
Advices which continued to emphasize the adwvisability of
Friends “marrying 1in” the Society, and touched on the
deeper considerations that should be borne in mind:

In contemplating the engagement of marriage, look principally
to that which will help you on your heavenward journey. Pay

1 Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1860, pp. 28-29. Queries 2-4 were re-
numbered in 1861, and the revised numeration is shown in brackets. Query 8
was re-worded: ‘‘Are Friends just in their dealings, punctual in fulfilling their
engagements, and clear of defrauding the public revenue?”’
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filial regard to the judgment of your parents. Bear in mind the
vast importance, in such a union, of an accordance in religious
principles and practice. Ask counsel of God; desiring above all
temporal considerations, that your union may be owned and
blessed of the Lord.?

The previous 7th query “Do friends avoid all vain sports and
places of diversion, gaming, all unnecessary frequenting of
taverns and other public houses, excess in drinking and other
intemperance’”’ was also removed from the list of queries and
a paragraph in similar terms with slightly altered wording
was included in the General Advices. Perhaps the most
important change of all was the omission from the 4th query
of the requirement that Friends should train their children or
others under their care “in plainness of speech, behaviour
and apparel.”” This omission was approved in 1860 by Yearly
Meeting only after much heartsearching. Many Friends, of
whom Josiah Forster is a representative figure, who had
opposed this alteration in 1859, were prepared to agree to it as
part of a general revision.? In order to make 1t clear that the
testimony for simplicity was still regarded as of great import-
ance, the following paragraph was included in the General
Advices:

Be careful to maintain in your own conduct, and to encourage
in your families, that simplicity in deportment and attire, that
avoidance of flattery and insincerity in language, and that non-
conformity to the world, which become the disciples of the Lord
Jesus.3

Substantial alterations were made to the form of the
queries. In the new queries, an attempt was made to direct
Friends to general principles, rather than to list prohibited
activities. For example, Query 6 reads:

Are Friends faithful in maintaining our Christian testimony
against all War?

instead of:
Are friends faithful in our testimony against bearing arms and
being in any manner concerned in the militia, in privateers, or
armed vessels, or dealing in prize goods?

Other alterations included the grouping in the 1oth query of

I Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1860, p. 3I.

3 The Friend, vol. 18 (1860), p. 104.

3 Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1860, p. 32. Other omissions included the
removal of both the 2nd and 12th queries of the 1833 revision, and the
question on the appointment of overseers in the previous 14th query (includ-
ing matters more easily supplied from the tabular statement recommended
and adopted in 1861: Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1861, p. 21).
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the administrative subjects which had formerly been spread
over a number of queries, and the omission of the query
specially addressed to Quarterly Meetings, the subject matter
of which was transferred to the new #th query.

In the following year, Yearly Meeting tried to emphasize
the changing purpose of the queries, and expanded its
minute of 1833 by the addition of the following paragraph:

Yet it 1s not to arrangements, however perfect, but to indivi-
dual faithfulness to Christ, in daily dependence upon the help of
the Holy Spirit, that we must look for growth in the truth, and
vitality in the Church. As this faithfulness and dependence are
maintained, we believe these queries will tend to promote the
religious welfare of our members, and the upholding of our
Christian discipline in a lively and healthy condition.*

Yearly Meeting also tried at the same time to deal with the
criticisms that had been made of the vagueness of the replies
to the queries and of the practice of some Friends in reporting
exceptions which had not been properly investigated.

In framing the answers, vague and general terms should, as far
as practicable, be avoided. Where deficiency is acknowledged,
report is to made 1n the answer whether due admonition and care
have been extended. In no case whatever is a friend to consider
himself at liberty to bring forward an exception on suspicion only,
the actual existence of which has not been certainly ascertained.?

In addition to the alterations made to the answered
queries and the change of emphasis that was taking place in
the Society as to their purpose, the committee responsible for
revising the queries recommended in addition three queries
to be read 1n the various meetings for discipline and then
seriously and deliberately considered but not answered.
They were approved by Yearly Meetings as follows:

(A) What is the religious state of your meeting; and is there
among you evidence of a growth in the Truth?

(B) Are you individually giving evidence of true conversion of
heart; of love to Christ, and self-denying devotedness to Him;
and of a growing preparation for the life to come?

(C) Do you maintain a watchful care against conformity to the
world; against the love of ease and self-indulgence, or being unduly
absorbed by your outward concerns to the hindrance of your
religious progress; bearing in mind that ‘““here we have no continu-

ing city’’?3

1 Extracts from the minutes and epistles . . . velating to Christian doctyine
practice and discipline, 1861, 4to ed. p. 182. 8vo. ed. pp. 167-168.

2 1bud., 4to ed. p. 182; 8vo ed. p. 168.

3 Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1860 p. 30. These were numbered 1-3 in
1861.
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In addition to these three queries, a fourth was added in 1861
by transfer of a paragraph from the General Advices:

4. Do you exercise a judicious religious care over your younger

members; manifesting an earnest concern that, through the

power of Divine grace, they may all become established in the
faith and hope of the Gospel??

These new queries, known as ‘“‘the unanswered queries”
(the logical mind of John Bright regarded the phrase as a
contradiction in terms) were intended for serious self-
examination, but it must be borne 1n mind that the require-
ment of Yearly Meeting was that they should be deeply
considered in meetings for discipline—a reading of them
without consideration was never contemplated.

Compared with the alterations to the queries in 1860, the
revisions to the General Advices were comparatively small.
Matter was transferred from some of the old queries but there
were also a number of other paragraphs added, from which
can be seen the evangelical atmosphere of the day, e.g.:

Prize the privilege of access by Him unto the Father; continue

“instant in prayer”’, and ‘““‘watch in the same with thanksgiving”’.

Be diligent in the private perusal of the Holy Scriptures; and let

it be your earnest endeavour that the daily reading of them in your
families be devoutly conducted.

There was a greater concern for those coming to meetings for
worship who are not Friends:

Cherish a Christian interest on behalf of such attenders of your

meetings as are not in membership; evincing a lively concern for
their religious welfare and growth in the truth.?

The more parochial paragraphs in the previous General
Advices relating to the “‘placing out’ of children of Friends
and the care of apprentices were omitted. As a result of these
alterations, the trend that had started in 1833 of making the
General Advices serve the purpose of self-examination was
continued, and the “disciplinary” side of them virtually
disappeared. A change which had been suggested by Durham
Quarterly Meeting in 1853 now took place in their use; in

v Extracts from the minutes and epistles, 1861, 4to ed. p. 184; 8vo ed. p.
I171.
* Extracts from the minutes and epistles, 1861, 4to ed. p. 180; 8vo ed.
p. 166. The wording was amended in 1861 from the 1860 ‘‘Exercise
judicious religious care over your younger members, and towards such
attenders of your meetings as are not in membership.” Yearly Meeting
Proceedings, 1860, p. 31.
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addition to being read in Quarterly and Monthly Meetings,
they were directed to be read during the year after meeting for
worship in each meeting instead of at Preparative Meeting.r
The intention was to inform attenders as well as members of
the Society of the principles for which Friends stood, and was
a signal departure from the idea of the closed, exclusive Society
of the previous hundred years.

The changes that were made during the years 1859-1861
were not made without strong opposition, and the clearest
exposition of this was in Daniel Pickard’s Expostulation on
behalf of the Truth, published in 1864. To him, all the altera-
tions that were made were a sign of the decay and decadence
in the Society. Many of his criticisms we can sympathize with,
particularly where he considers that the doctrinal views
expressed in the new General Advices and Queries and the
revised Book of Discipline were not in accord with the
fundamental principles of the Society. He also pointed out,
with much 1nsight, the dangers which he foresaw would arise
from the changes that had taken place. The reading of the
General Advices at the end of meeting for worship was the
“thin end of the wedge’ and it would soon be found if this
practice were continued that it was more convenient that
they should be read in meeting for worship itself. The reading
and consideration of queries not to be answered in Prepara-
tive Meetings would in his view in course of time become
simply an empty formality. On the other hand, in his ultra-
conservatism, Daniel Pickard showed no sense of proportion.
He opposed all the changes that were made, so that even the
alteration in the 1st query of the words “kept up’’ to “‘regu-
larly held” seemed to him important. He was unable
to see that, although the changes that were taking place held
dangers, the old practice of requiring formal answers to a
rigid set of queries had failed in its object and was just as
incompatible with the essential spirit of Quakerism as the
doctrinal changes criticized by him. Nevertheless, his Expos-
tulation clearly sets out the old view of the queries and
General Advices as an aid to the discipline of the Society and
as a means of obtaining information as to its condition—a
view which was now being discarded. It remained to be seen

v Extracts from the minutes and epistles, 1861, 4to ed. p. 179; 8vo ed.
p. 165. The word ‘“‘after” is printed in capitals. See also Yearly Meeting

Proceedings, 1860, ». 22.
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whether the new practice would be any more valuable and
successful.

The unanswered queries took a firm foothold in the Society
and their use can only have accentuated the desire in the
minds of many Friends that answers to the remaining
queries should be abolished. At Yearly Meeting in 1871 it was
agreed that instead of reading answers to the first seven
queries from all the Quarterly Meetings, the answers to the
first two only should be read in future and a summary of the
remaining answers prepared and read. The demand for
complete abolition of the practice of requiring answers
recurred—from Westmorland Q.M. in 1872, Bristol &
Somerset Q.M. in 1873 (which pointed out that the main
purpose of the queries was in “individual self-examination”,
and that answers could not be given “except in very
vague and general terms’’), and Yorkshire Q.M. in 1874. The
subject was referred in 1874 to a conference of Quarterly
Meeting representatives, which in turn appointed a com-
mittee to revise the Queries and General Advices. The
committee reported to the adjourned meeting of the confer-
ence, which presented their recommendations to Yearly
Meetlng in 1875.1 As a result of the acceptance by Yearly
Meeting of these recommendations, twelve new queries were
settled and the practice of requiring answers was completely
abolished except to the first part of the 2nd and 10th queries.
This change was agreed by Yearly Meeting with surprisingly
little opposition, partly due to the recognition by some of
those who had previously opposed the change that very often
those meetings where Quakerism was at its weakest were
among the most zealous in replying to the queries.

The twelve new queries were in the following form:

I. What is the religious state of your Meeting? Are you
individually giving evidence of true conversion of heart, and of
loving devotedness to Christ?

2. Ave your Meetings for worship vegularly held; and how ave
they attended? Are they occasions of religious solemnity and edifi-
cation in which, through Christ, our ever-living High Priest and
Intercessor, the Father is worshipped in spirit and in truth?

3. Do you “walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us?’’ Do you
cherish a forgiving spirit? Are you careful of the reputation of
others; and do you avoid and discourage tale-bearing and
detraction?

t See Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1871, p. 24; 1872, p. 14; 1873, Pp.
22-4; 1874, Pp- 13-14; 1875, pp. 19-20.
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4. Are you individually frequent in reading, and diligent in
meditating upon, the Holy Scriptures? And are parents and heads
of households in the practice of reading them in their families in a
devotional spirit, encouraging any right utterance of prayer or
praise’?

5. Are you in the practice of private retirement and waiting
upon the Lord: “in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, making your requests known unto Him?”’ And do
you live in habitual dependence upon the help and guidance of the
Holy Spirit?

6. Do you maintain a religious life and conversation as
becometh the Gospel? Are you watchful against conformity to the
world; against the love of ease and self-indulgence; or being unduly
absorbed by your outward concerns to the hindrance of your
religious progress and your service for Christ? And do those who
have children or others under their care endeavour, by example
and precept, to train them up as self-denying followers of the
Lord Jesus?

7. Do you maintain a faithful allegiance to the authority of
our Lord Jesus Christ, as the one Head of the Church, and
the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, from Whom alone must come the
true call and qualification for the ministry of the word? And are
you faithful in your testimony to the freeness and spirituality of
the Gospel dispensation?

8. Are you faithful in maintaining our Christian testimony
against all War, as inconsistent with the precepts and spirit of
the Gospel?

9. Do you maintain strict integrity in all your transactions in
trade, and in your other outward concerns? And are you careful
not to defraud the public revenue?

10. Are your meetings for Church affairs vegularly held; and
how are they altended? Are these meetings vigilant in the discharge
of their duties towards their subordinate meetings, and in watching
over the flock in the love of Christ? When delinquencies occur,
are they treated timely, impartially and in a Christian spirit?
And do you individually take your right share in the attendance
and service of these meetings?

11. Do you, as a Church, exercise a loving and watchful care
over your younger members; promoting their instruction in
fundamental Christian truth and in the Scriptural grounds of our
religious principles; and manifesting an earnest desire that, through
the power of Divine grace, they may all become established in the
faith and hope of the Gospel?

12. Do you fulfil your part as a Church, and as individuals, 1n
promoting the cause of truth and righteousness, and the spread of
the Redeemer’s Kingdom at home and abroad??

1 Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1875, pp. 20-22. These queries were now
applicable to both Men’s and Women’s Meetings and the separate queries
which had been used by Women'’s Meetings since 1755 were now abolished.
These had been in much the same form as those in use in the Men’s Meetings,

although they were fewer in number, principally because there were various
matters of discipline where the Men’s Meetings had final authority.
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The 5th query of 1860, ‘““Are Friends faithful in bearing our
Christian testimony against all ecclesiastical demands,” had
already been abandoned in 1873 after several years’ agitation
for this change, and replaced by a paragraph in the General
Advices on ecclesiastical usurpations,’ which was itself with-
drawn in 1875. After the conversion of most tithes into a
rent-charge on land, which was not directly payable to the
clergy, Friends did not feel the same hesitation about paying
it, and in the more tolerant atmosphere of the 1gth century
claims for tithes against nonconformists were not so rigorously
enforced. The need for this query had therefore largely ceased,
and Yearly Meeting’s decision in 18473 was a recognitionof this
fact.

In addition to the omission of the 5th query of the 1860
revision, there were certain other omissions, which resulted
from the queries no longer being addressed in corporate
terms. The previous gth query, relating to the care of the poor,
disappeared altogether; it was probably felt that this could
be safely left in the hands of Monthly Meetings and their
overseers. The previous 10oth query also disappeared but the
Yearly Meeting considered that the subjects of it were too
important to be overlooked. It accordingly specified seven
“duties’’ which Monthly Meetings were to report upon to their
Winter Quarterly Meetings,? of which five were formerly
included in the 1oth query, with the addition of ““care of
libraries”, and the other two related to the reading and con-
sideration of the queries and the revision of the list of over-
seers once 1n three years.

The alterations to the 1860 queries which remained were
all made with the object of making them personal in nature
rather than corporate. ‘‘Are you” and “Do you” took the
place of the impersonal “Are friends”’ which had been the
customary beginning in the old answered queries. We can see
too the more personal approach in the enquiry at the end of
the toth query with regard to meetings for church affairs
“And do you individually take your right share in the
attendance and service of these meetings?”

There was no doubt that the virtual abolition of the

t Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1873, pp- 25, 3I; see also 1869, p. 26,
and 1870, pp. 14-15.

* Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1875, p. 22. These duties have been
expanded to form the ten duties we know today.
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answered queries made 1t possible to add queries of greater
spiritual depth and to modify existing ones in order to call
attention to deeper spiritual values. The 5th, 7th and 12th
queries were all additions of this kind. It must be admitted
also that the queries were now taking their place as vehicles of
evangelical doctrine, of which a good example is the sentence
added to the 11th query, enquiring whether Friends in caring
for their younger members were ‘‘promoting their instruction
in fundamental Christian Truth and in the scriptural grounds
of our religious principles?’” Strong evangelical influence can
be seen in many of the alterations that had been made. It is
worth remembering that one of the reasons for which conser-
vative friends had opposed the discontinuance of answering
the queries was that they realized that abolition would permit
the queries to be used as a vehicle for principles they believed
unsound.

The alterations made to the General Advices were not so
substantial, and were approved in 1875 in the following form:

Take heed, dear Friends, we entreat you, to the convictions
of the Holy Spirit, who leads, through unfeigned repentance, and
living faith in the Son of God, to reconciliation with our Heavenly
Father; and to the blessed hope of eternal life, purchased for us
by the one offering of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Be earnestly concerned in religious meetings reverently to
present yourselves before the Lord; and seek, by the help of the
Holy Spirit, to worship God through Jesus Christ.

Prize the privilege of access by Him unto the Father. Continue
“instant in prayer’”’, and ‘““watch in the same with thanksgiving.”

Be in the frequent practice of waiting upon the Lord in private
retirement; honestly examining yourselves as to your growth in
grace, and your preparation for the life to come.

Be diligent in the private perusal of the Holy Scriptures; and
let the daily reading of them in your families be devoutly con-
ducted.

Be careful to make a profitable and religious use of those por-
tions of time on the first day of the week, which are not occupied
by our meetings for worship.

Live in love as Christian brethren, ready to be helpful one to
another, and sympathising with each other in the trials and
afflictions of life. Watch over one another for good, manifesting
an earnest desire that each may possess a well-grounded hope 1n
Christ.

Follow peace with all men, desiring the true happiness of all:
be kind and liberal to the poor, and endeavour to promote the
temporal, moral, and religious well-being of your fellow-men.

With a tender conscience, in accordance with the precepts of
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the Gospel, take heed to the limitations of the Spirit of Truth in
the pursuit of the things of this life.

Maintain strict integrity in your transactions in trade, and in
all your outward concerns. Guard against the spirit of speculation,
and the snare of accumulating wealth. Remember that we must
account for the mode of acquiring, as well as for the manner of
using, and finally disposing of our possessions.

Observe simplicity and moderation in your deportment and
attire, in the furniture of your houses, and in your style and
manner of living. Carefully maintain in your own conduct, and
encourage in your families, truthfulness and sincerity; and avoid
worldliness in all its forms.

Guard watchfully against the introduction into your house-
holds of publications of a hurtful tendency; and against such
companionships, indulgences and recreations, whether for your-
selves or your children, as may in any wise interfere with a growth
In grace.

Avoid such sports and places of diversion as are frivolous or
demoralizing; all kinds of gaming; the needless frequenting of
taverns and other public houses, and the unnecessary use of
intoxicating liquors.

In contemplating the engagement of marriage, look principally
to that which will help you on your heavenward journey. Pay
filial regard to the judgment of your parents. Bear in mind the vast
importance, in such a union, of an accordance in religious principles
and practice. Ask counsel of God; desiring, above all temporal
considerations, that your union may be owned and blessed of Him.

Watch with Christian tenderness over the opening minds of
your children; inure them to the habits of self-restraint and filial
obedience; carefully instruct them in the knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures; and seek for ability to imbue their hearts with the love

of their Heavenly Father, their Redeemer, and their Sanctifier.

Finally, dear Friends, let your whole conduct and conversation
be such as become the Gospel. Exercise yourselves to have always
a conscience void of offence toward God and toward men. Be
steadfast and faithful in your allegiance and service to your Lord;
continue in His love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of Peace.*

The main alterations were the exclusion of the sentences:

Watch over one another for good; when occasions of uneasiness
first appear in any, let them be treated with in privacy and
tenderness before the matter is communicated to another.
Should differences arise, be willing early to avail yourselves of the
advice and judgment of your brethren; and may friends be ready
to undertake, and prudent in executing, the blessed office of
peacemaker.

Cherish a Christian interest on behalf of such attenders of
your meetings as are not in membership; evincing a lively concern
for their religious welfare and growth in the truth.

' Yearly Meeting Proceedings, 1875, pp. 23-24.
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These sentences were found to be not really appropriate for
reading at the end of meetings for worship to a gathering that
might well include a number of attenders who were not
members of the Society.

In 1883, the Book of Discipline was revised and had a
strong evangelical character. No alterations were made to the
queries settled in 1875, but some slight additions were made to
the General Advices, of which the most important was the
insertion of the following paragraph:

Let the poor of this world remember that it is our Heavenly
Father’s will that all his children should be rich in faith. Let your
lights shine in lives of honest industry and patient love. Do your
utmost to maintain yourselves and your families in an honourable
independence, and, by prudent care in time of health, to provide
for sickness and old age, holding fast by the promise, ‘‘I will never
leave thee or forsake thee.’’’

This paragraph was introduced as the revising committee
considered that the General Advices, as they stood, were
chiefly directed to those i1n comfortable circumstances.
Nevertheless the addition does seem of a rather patronizing
nature, and has a note of prudent worldly wisdom characteris-
tic of the nineteenth century.

We have already noted the evangelical character of the
1875 revision of the General Advices and Queries, but there
were even at this date Friends who considered that the
~oclety was not moving in the right direction. In an essay
in the Friends Quarterly Examiner in July 1875 on ‘““The
Present Crisis in the Society of Friends”, William Pollard
criticized the emphasis that Friends then tended to place on
theology and sound doctrine.

The strength of our religious body, as it seems to us, is not in
the inculcation of creeds, or elaborate theological systems, which
are often the mere uninspired inferences of fallible men; but in
the loving recognition and promotion of the work of Christ in the
soul, by the power of His Spirit.?

He emphasized that the Society had a distinctive message
to give, which differed on fundamental questions from the
message of other Christian denominations. The 