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‘For the house her self and one servant’:
households and families in late
seventeenth-century London
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Domestic group projects

» People in place: families, households and housing in London,
1550-1720 (2003-2006, AHRC)

» Housing environments and health in London, 1550-1720 (2006-
2008, Wellcome Trust)

* Life in the suburbs: health, domesticity and status in early modern
London (2008-2011, ESRC)

http://www.history.ac.uk/cmh/projects.html

Centre for Metropolitan History, Birkbeck and the Cambridge
Group for the History of Population and Social Structure
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Aldgate study areas
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Properties and households, St Mary Colechurch 1695

Marriage Duty Assessment 1695 Poor rate 1695
_______________ N A
James Lombard bach -
Mary Lombard his sister -3 James Lombard 19s 6d
_ _Susanna Masters servant _ _ _ J | 5 William Chandler 6s 6d
_ _William Chandler bach. _ _ _ _ }g >?§; Thomas Lawrence 19s 6d
=+

Lydia Price widow

Sarah her children

John her children

Hanna Rhodes her servant

Benjamin Bolton or successor 6s 6d
Henry Ashton or successor 6s 6d

Y
ployy

Mr Thomas Lawrence

Mary his wife

Mary their children

John their children

Samuel Skeggs servants
Hannah Wilksinson servants }

Mr Benjamin Bolton
Jane his wife -3
_ _Mercy Jenkins servant____ _ :
Henry Ashton barber =
Thos Page his servant a
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Domestic units, 1695

Area Total Total Total Total
population housefuls households families
Cheapside sample 1478 225 429 436
Tower Hill precinct (St
Botolph Aldgate) 2082 465 808 808
Number of domestic groups in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695
Mean houseful size
N (mean number of Mean Mean family
cohabitants within a | household size size
single property)
Cheapside sample 6.6 3.4 2.3
Tower Hill precinct 4.5 2.5 2.3
Glass’ London sample 7.5 - -
Laslett's London sample 5.75 - -
Laslett’'s non-London sample 4.7 - -

Mean number of property occupants, and mean household and
family sizes in Cheapside and Aldgate (and elsewhere in London), 1695
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Cohabiting households, 1695

Mean Number of Number of % of all
number of households within properties properties
households properties
per property
1 123 54.7%
_ 2 58 25.8%
Cheapside sample 1.9
3 21 9.3%
4 or more 23 10.2%
1 250 53.8%
Tower Hill precinct 2 128 27.5%
1.7
(Aldgate) 3 57 12.3%
4 or more 30 6.5%

Number of distinct households cohabiting in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695
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Lodgers, 1695

Total Lodging Average Average Total Lodging Average Average
number of households size of size of non- number families as size of size of
lodging as % of all lodging lodging of % of all lodging non-
households | households | household household lodging families family lodging
families family
Cheapside sample 47 11% 2.2 3.5 47 10.8% 15 2.3
il Lprecinct 82 10.1% 15 2.7 82 10.1% 1.3 2.4
(Aldgate)

Lodging households and families in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695

Total number of Lodgers as % of Number of % of properties Mean number of
lodgers total population properties with at with at least one lodgers in those
least one lodger lodger properties with
any lodgers
Cheapside sample 76 5.1% 30 13.3% 25
Tower Hill precinct 0 0
(Aldgate) 116 5.6% 64 13.8% 1.9

Lodgers in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695

Lodgers living as household or family

groups

Lodgers living as
singletons

Lodgers living

as singletons with

servants
Number of Total number I%dOf all Total number I%dOf all Number of Total number % of all
groups of lodgers odgers of lodgers odgers groups of lodgers lodgers
Cheapside sample 16 43 56.6% 29 38.2% 2 4 5.3%
e nct 19 49 42.2% 63 54.3% 2 4 3.4%
(Aldgate)

Lodgers as domestic groups and singletons in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695




Servants and apprentices, 1695

Total number of % of Mean servants/apprentices
servants/apprentices population per house
Cheapside sample 503 34% 2.2
Tower Hill precinct (Aldgate) 175 8.4% 0.4

Servants and apprentices in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695
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Extended families, 1695

Area Total Extended families Three generation
families families
Definite Deflnl_te N Definite Defml_te 4
possible possible
Cheapside sample 436 14 40 1 4
% of all Cheapside families 3.2% 9.2% 0.2% 0.9%
Tower Hill precinct (Aldgate) 808 42 42 1 13
% of all Aldgate families 5.2% 5.2% 0.1% 1.6%

Extended and three generation families in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695
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Marital status, 1695

Number of married couples in the property

0 1 2 3 4
Cheapside sample 22.7% 67.6% 8% 0.9% 0.9%
Tower Hill precinct (Aldgate) 23.2% 67.5% 8.2% 0.9% 0.2%

Proportion of properties accommodating married couples in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695

Bachelor | Married | Widow/er | Spinster Single/unknown

| Including 7.7% 34.5% 4.6% 1.5% 51.7%
Cheaps|de servants
sample i

: Excluding |45 g0 55.1% 11.1% 4.2% 11.8%
servants

Tower Hil 'S“;r'\‘/‘;j;:;g 2.4% 55.2% 1.5% 0% 40.9%
precinct :

(Aldgate) | Excluding | g o0, 78.4% 3.3% 0% 12.6%
servants

Proportion of the adult population by marital status in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695
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Children, 1695

Total % of Mean Mean % of % of
number | population | children per children per properties families
of property family having with no with no
children having any any children children children
children
[ cpside 299 20.2% 2.2 1.9 39.6% 64.2%
sample
Tower Hill
precinct 613 29.4% 2 1.9 34.2% 60.3%
(Aldgate)

Children in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695

% of those families with any
children which are headed by
a single parent

Cheapside sample

23.1%

Tower Hill precinct
(Aldgate)

21.8%

Single parent families in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695
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‘Wealth’, 1695

Lone householders (without Lone householders (employing
servants) as % of all households servants) as % of all households
Cheapside sample 33.6% 8.6%
Tower Hill precinct (Aldgate) 36.8% 1.6%

Lone householders in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695

. % of total % of households % of Bachelors as % of total
% of properties . . )
' households hosting any bachelors | bachelors population (excluding
housing one or : . :
more bachelors hosting any whose head is worth children, seryants and
bachelors assessed at £600 £600 apprentices)
Cheapside sample 29.8% 18.2% 60.3% 38.5% 17.87%
Tower Hill precinct (St Botolph Aldgate) 6.7% 4.2% 8.8% 8.6% 5.7%

Bachelors in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695

Lodgers as
% of % of dwellings Status % of total % of
households housing more than rating adult lodgers
headed by one household with population
£600+ differing status _ . 0 0
householder ratings Cheapside sample | Basic 11.6% 92.6%
0 0
Cheapside sample 33.8% 51.6% £600+ 0.9% 4%
Tower Hill brecinct Tower Hill precinct Basic 18.2% 99.1%
P 4% 6.9% (Aldgate)
(Aldgate) £600+ | 0.2% 0.9%

Wealth and status in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695 Lodgers and their wealth in Cheapside and Aldgate, 1695



Life in the Suburbs

http://sas-space.sas.ac.uk/dspace/handle/10065/1756/browse-title

‘Oxford Dayschool 22/11/08’

People in Place

http://sas-space.sas.ac.uk/dspace/handle/10065/97/browse-title
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http://sas-space.sas.ac.uk/dspace/handle/10065/1756/browse-title
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