Archives of the Directorate of Broadcasting, Directorate General of
National Guidance, Tripoli, Libyan Arab Republic.

"The Story of The Libyan
Revolution As Told by
Col. Muammar Gaddafi,
Chairman of The R.C.C."

Col, Muammar Gaddafi, Chairman of the R.C.C. and Commander in Chief of
the Armed Forces spoke to the Libyan News Agency about how the Libyan
Revolution began.

He said: "It is impossible to determine when the Revolution began. No-
body can really say when any ravolution began. Because a revolution is
different by nature from a coup which comes as a sudden decision from

a Senior Officer, who often holds a senior capacity in the establishment
and can order troops to move without justifying his actions or bothering
about persuading them to support him. Therefore, a revolution is
different from military coups although there might be similarities be-
tween the two at the stage of execution. Revolution is a necessary and
natural phenomenon which is an answer to certain demands of society.
Sometimes a complete and fundamental change of social order is absolutely
necessary for the rebirth of a nation."

"I have said that I cannot determine the time when the Revolution began
but I can tell you what practical steps were taken to bring it to its
culmination. We have started preparations for the Revolution in the
fifties, and we have formed a leadership committee while we were students
in the secondary school at Sabha. Opv numbers increased gradually. Later
some of us went to the Military Academy and formed the first cell inside
the Army. In 1964 the movement was re-organised and the committee was
reconstituted for members of the Armed Forces only. The committee held
its first meeting on the seaside at Tlemitha near Benghazi in the same
year. A popular committee was formed at the same time to operate inde-
pendently but along with the newly formed Central Committee of the Free
Officers Movement. And although the activities of this popular movement
were rather slow because of the oppressive measures of the previous
corrupt regime, the movement has achieved great success in reviving the
hopes of the youth and preventing divisions and saved the nation from
splitting up into different factions and parties. Because of this, thanks
to God Almighty, any person who was suspected of being a partisan was
chased away from the ranks of our popular movement.

The small groups which had party-status were defeated, and our popular
movement which was flexible and free from uselessarguments and narrow party
prejudices saved the movement from exposure and liguidation through unity
and flexibility as the establishment failed to realise the real depths of
the movement.

As I have said previously, the Movement was re-organised in 1964. Since
then the Central Committee of the Free Officers Movement (which is now the
Revolutionary Command Council) held regular meetings. The attendance of
these meetings was rather difficult. They were held on 9th August, Tth
October, 24th December and on the two holy feasts. In other words, we
held our meetings during public holidays. These meetings were held out

of town and we had to travel hundreds of miles to attend them in all sorts
of very hot and cold weather. Most of us had to buy private cars to enable
us to serve the cause although cars were rather expensive and our salaries



were inadequate to sup.ort our poor families as well as indulge in owning
motor cars. But by the Grace of God we managed scmehow., However, trave-
lling from one part of the country was rather risky in those days, because
of the numerous checkpoints along the highways and byways which we hated
especially at the Marble Arch. But we managed to cross these checkpoints
without registering our names, as we had made use of our personal acqua-
intance with the generals to our advantage or some ruse or other. We
usually slept in the cpen air and held our meetings under the trees or in
caves or bedouin tents.

Another difficulty we faced in attending these meetings was our social
obligation to our families and friends during these public holidays. We
had to see our relations before or after the meetings so that we could
spend our holidays in attending the meetings. We had therefore to justify
our absence.

The Central Committee imposed on itself a rather stern code of ethics
which others perhaps could not endure. The members were forbidden alcohol,
gambling and night clubs. Theypractised their daily prayers and studied
diligently. This rigorous code was also imposed on all the members of

the Free Officers' Movement. But in order to avert attention to ourselves
we were not strict with everybody who played cards.

We decided that every member should enrol with the university to special-
ize in a specific subject. And so there was an unprecedented number of
military personnel in the university although a number of our officers
could not enrol as they were sent to study abroad, and some of them were
transferred to other posts.

All members of the Central Committee were expected to attend the periodic
meetings. In view of the difficulties involved in holding these meetings,
we decided that no meeting obtained gquorum unless all members of the Commi-
ttee were present. A heavy penalty was dealt therefore in 1967 to a
member who failed to attend a meeting and the marks of the punishment are
still visible.

I have previously spoken about the difficulty we faced in obtaining cars
for our transport. And it gives me pleasure in recalling the generowsity
of Free Officers who were not members of the Central Committee in collect-
ing contributions for this purpose and fof the activities of the Movement.
The idea of creating a fund for the Movement was proposed at a major meet-
ing in S5idi Khalifa. The decision was postponed to a subsequent meeting.
After this meeting some members of the Central Committee approached indi-
vidual members and found they were willing to contribute to the utmost of
their ability; especially the cadres of lieutenants who were then the pride
of the Iibyan Army and could well be the pride of any army. When this
enthusiasm became evident we toock a resolution at another meeting at Sidi
KheplasigsnoitStofcoliic eniiconmihuhiensibur to plaece alldiourisalaries: of alil
the Free Officers as well as the salaries of the Central Committee at the
disposal of the Movement so that the Movement could draw on these salaries
without limit. Since then the Movement drew repeatedly on our salaries to
pay the air fares of the officers who were to travel on urgent business and
to assist each other on various occasions, and family welfare. We often
travelled by air from Tripoli and Benghazi to our meeting place and returned
the same day in spite of the strict military life and the shortage of leave.
The expenses were willingly paid by the Free Officers and all were happy

to contribute to the cne and only way.
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I remember that while some of our colleagues who graduated were going to
some other destination, we gathered in front of the former residence of
King Idris in Benghazi where he resided before becoming King of Libya, to
discuss how and where we should hold our next meeting. The discussion
drew some attention to us and probably made others realize that there was
a leadership unit, so we withdrew to the pavement in front of the De
Lassale Institute and surrounded ourselves with Free Officers, and we were
able to continue our discussions and decide the time and place of the
next meeting, which was to be held a week later.

Members of the Central Committee of Unionist Free Officers' Movement arrived
for this meeting at the Nahda Hotel in Benghazi late in the evening. As

they had made no reservations I found them in the morning sleeping on couches
in the lounge. But, nevertheless, we held our meeting.

We passed a resolution in this meeting instructing each member of the
Central Committee to rerort on officers who were not members of the Free
Officers' Movement, especially high ranking officers, so that we would

| not commit injustice to anybody at the hour of reckoning. Consequently
| we received piles of confidential reports on various commanders, and the

plcture became clearer to us by comparing these reports with our personal
impressions.

Those reported revealed that some of these high ranking officers were hope-
ful. So we discussed the plight of the country with them. Some of them
did not believe that the state of affairs was so bad; and others admitted

the truth of our analysis of the situation but were rather pessimistic
about the possibility of effecting a change. They pointed out that there
were foreign bases and security forces and tribal loyalties.

But in fact this was nonsensz, We were the people. Our movement embodies
representatives of the whole country. We were the sons of the tribes with
which they tried to terrify us. Among us there were also the sons of the
cities, villages and the entire nation; and what's more, we were the genuine
representatives of the people.

As for the foreign bases, we have never feared a collision with them. For
we have decided that it was time our people asserted their sovereignty, and
resolved that should these bases intervene, then the fight against them
would be a noble and legitimate duty.

Our attitude to the security forces was different. Some members of these
forces were also members of our movement. We looked at these forces as an
element of the people who were overpowered and led into activities which
are loathsome to them,

Our discussions with some of the high ranking officers came almost to nought.
There were some sympathetic officers nevertheless. But we decided to spare
a lot of them the consequences of involvement in our ¢isky undertaking
either because of their family affairs or state of health, etc.

Lt. Col, Adam Hawaz who later became our Minister of Defence was one of
those. He was an excellent and popular officer. But he had kidney trouble
and in sympathy with his plight we decided to relieve him from immediate
action. But we kept in touch with him in hospital and when we succeeded in
our risky enterprise we called him to join us as our Minister of Defence.



Initially the date of the revolution was set for 12th March 1969. But

it was postponed to the 27th. This was preceded in January, 1969 by
weighing up the strength of our Free Officers' Movement against the oppo-
sing forces. But no one in Libya or anywhere else in the Arab world,

nor any of those who were tried by a special military tribunal, except

the members of the Free Officers' Movement and less than half a dozen

who were prominent leaders of the popular organisation attached to our
movement, knew about our intention to carry our our revolution on March 12th
or about the postponement of our action to the 2?%h and then to five months
later.

The Central Committee of the Free Officers' Movement met during the
examinations for officer promotions at the Tripoli Command Camp., After
reviewing the general situation, they decided to carry out the revolution
within a few months.
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were attending a concert of Um Kalthum. As they would be sitting among
crowds of innocent civilians at zero hour we decided that it would be
unethical to disturb the civilians and therefore we had to choose another
time.

So I returned to Benghazi in my volkswagen accompanied by Lieut. Abdel
Hamid Shahas and Lieut. Abdel Hamed Zayed./ En route I went to visit my
family in the Badia of Sirt as I had not'‘deen them for a long time.
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FT AN CFFICIAL MISTORY OF YHE IXBZAN EVOLUTION
An "of2icial- bistory” of the backgrousd, pisnaing, ard sxecution
poof tha Libyan revolution appeared- ins :
S N;. ; ;!.:_; al%o-Qadhdmt‘i”a i'ive«part sggount of tho Revolution:
i ; ,(a) Paxt HE Lib;ran mzp&mrs of ‘?mptosmber 13, 1869
. 4n)  Part 31 - Libyan newspspers of foptamber 16, 1969
3 (e " da) Pax-t IXI - Liby=n newspapers of September 30 and
|7 Cotobap 1, 1869 .
, (d)" Part. 1V - Libyan pswspagers of Dotober 7, 1863
{a) Part V - Libyan newspapers of Fovembsr 11, 1963
“7 ¢ 2. an article by the "politicel editsr” ol Tripoli’s al-Yawm
4 s O'g s@p“m@r 5. 1969»
¥ :
! al»Qadhdhﬁfi”s interview mm msm - libyan newspapsrs of
Saptember 20, 1869, : ‘
g Mr—ﬂadhdhax" 's denial of ntatements made in an account of the
' psvolution publisbed by the Sudarage £Lhbir al-~Yawm and
: reprinted in Tripoli’s al-Habid of Septomser 22, 1969 ~ Libyan
nwspapors of Suptember 26, . 1969,
£ A P
o2 : g %0 B ialuﬂadhdlﬁti“s interview with Bgystise wlavisicm Libyan
-  Svap. o nm;wapars of Getober 15, 1869,
s 45 '
i 5 8. 8 .&«Qa:ihdh&fi"a mterview with the Sudorqus el xx&m - Tripoli's
: 8l-REY4Q of Decm 6, 1869,
'l‘he following nmauve is & cwzplew word-Tfor-vord translation
ﬁf these sources. The sources of ‘specific passages of the narrative
e A sre indicated by the footnotes which appeaw at intaervals to merk

tnﬂslmm Zfrom one scurce to another. Siatecuents that confirm rather

yghw add to the narrativo ara placed 1:1 parentheges.
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5G4 It 1: inpossible to give a spmif:&c date for the beginning of tho

ubyan revoiution G:hnwmm?wnn one cun dotermine the beginning of any

mvoluticn. i : _ ?

: ‘l'hia ditfera from a' csup gnqilb;g?, wbich iz a cesual event occiuring
at tho plsapure of senior officers. These scmetimes issus crders from
poﬂt:lons of legsl authority for the movement of the troops and cfficers
#who bring about everytbing but their mesters’ oeders. These may not be

diecunsed and ax'a folmvmd without cartalnty cP cmzvictwn.

¥ t A mvolution :l.e t!w oppcaita, evon if the pra.ctical applieation
A dtheidaa psrtakes of the ssme Sppearauce as 3 militery coup., A
ravalution is 8 vital necessity which grows maturally in the copsciousness

. g a miaty as’'a vhele,. Thug, 1%t materializes naturally or the members
ob w soolety give it form automaticelly as an inevitable response to the

: luws of nature.  The meaaity for campiete amd radioal change and altere~
tion mchea the eagssuce and values of life apd produces an excellent
pattu'n in’ the 11fe of the now man~-a men of revelution, & man of compre=
~hen nm and cwplmto change, a man who is as if born again 1o a new 2ge. 1{a)

2 3\0 for( thc ;u'autical arganisation of the raovelution—-the collection
,o@ #on - and ‘the provisica of wsspons--g spscific time for them can be
""_:.d'tminod . The prastical steps of the rovolution, imnciuding the begin-
ping of secrot meetings, began in 1959, when my colleagues and I ,
@«Qmmaw wore students im sscomdary scbonl.® The first command
“sersnittoe was fernmed while wo were studenis in secoudary schools im
,tb.e 4oUm of Sabhi to be exact. Our aumbsr begen to incrense and to
.+ brench out within the ranks of youth. (We begen our meotings in pre-
/ j».pe.z'atim fof draving up an erganizational plan to bring ,.ogeth r_the
olembnte ond tools of the vevolutica in the ninsteer-fifiles.l'®) ode
liean 24z o date for planning and proparation for the revolution, We
xgo ‘baek” temw of yegr_s to 1959, At that time, we vers students in
, mmdaxy schoola. e ' : ;

Our aoulz mrc in mo:l.t against the backwardness enveloping our
'»’-‘f'co!mtxy -and its lend, whose best gifts end riches were being lost through

«vplundaro sud against the isolation imposed on our pecple in a vain
attéabt %0 hold 1% back from the path of the Arab people end from its
weatost cause. Indeed, this attempt planted enemy bases on our
Wx‘:ltcry »and atabbed tho Arab people in *hs baoka ! :

“mt as & group oz frtenda to plan a long, hard path for our-

. 13050 16 would,, however, lead to a goal we had promised ourselves

' 1’-0 schinveo ' We decided f£irst not to join any of the poiitical parties
and to atrivo to enter the military academy in the belief that 1t wes

"ftha ideal way to the revolution=-to taking power and -defeating the

mtiomry 1foroos, ‘The opposition parties and groups were weak, They
m ot have the strengih for confrontation and did not have definite
‘s.m "Such worc tho attributes of tho official opposition. As for




; »ccmposed ‘only of military wen.
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the pewple, At proceeded in its opposition without organizaticn. As
3¢ the ideologicel parties, there was a small group belonging to the
. Arvab Ba‘th Party whose movement the authorities suppressed and pecently
.8 small group of Arah Nationalistmappesred. Socialiat revolutiovery
thousht existed anong & few individuais without organization.

?%{ :ﬁ Ve cbntinuad our struggla whils we wers students in secondary
. sehools. Our group organized demonstratious. We organized a huge
© denonstration the day Syria seceded from the United Arab Republic.

’-ﬂ&s a vesult, I was expelled from ssecoudary schcol and deprived of

‘gsducation in any of the government schools of the Fawxzan territory.

X moved from the whoie proviace to Tripolitania end entered the Miggr3tah
“‘School to receive the college preparatory cortificate, as my ccllaaguﬁs-~
the other members of our group--received it. We preseated ourselves

' to the Militsry Academy. Same werse acceptsd and some wers not.® {Some
nf tha group procoeded to the Military Academy, and sone of the members
of the firat cell were fated to enter the Army.*'P) Some joined the
army and gone hé&d@d for Lnivarsities and civilian activities, )

. lnsida the Militany Adadee) e’ Gontinusd ith work. ‘In 1964, the

msvcment was reorganized in o f? g way that the central conrzittes was
(Ths central cemnitiee of tue Fros

‘Officers was formed insids the military auadamvcsk We fowmﬁd the central

¢s}a copmi tteo of cur or gonization, which ve gave tha news of the "Free
o Uniopist Ozficesrs.”

(The cperatiobal nane of the organization wes
"Tﬁa Fres ﬁhioniat Socialist Officers,’<)

,;, Its first meeting was on the shore at Tulmaythah in that yoar, +€b3

<;lu began’ to expand cur membership base by enlisting more young officers.

Lhe oerganization included officers from the land, alr aund naval forces

6

: Eln ite’ ranksoz These officers used to leave & nucleus of themselves

ylin saqh new group of Academy students. Upoa thaig graduation, the
“‘juodior and ssnior Free 0fficers would amalgamate. The enrollment of

;;Mguificers was carrled cut ngggq_ggggggzgggfeanot by meane of visiting
. Army cangs Z:It@r grsduatinn/o

A'.f;‘,tr«

=Y. At the same tima, our ccl?eagues who had not been accepted into

" tha Hilitary Academy formed a civilian comaand to heightsn popular
“conscicusnessoe {At the sanw ttmn:”i popular camittoe was formed to
work totelly independently of the central romm&t%g? of tha Unionist
Qtticara from the orgenizational point of visw, ) But their work
ﬁvant'nlowly:andrwas not marked by the same spead which marked our work
sdnside the armed forces; where military discipline helped us to continue
wwarking.s ‘in spite of the fact that activity on the popular level

+ stupbled becsuge ‘of the repreasion prevailing under the past corrupt
apd defunct regime, it bore its fruit to a great extéunt. Popular

? vacttvity wag able to créate an environment immune to party activities,

diviaiong and mini-blocs. Thus, it was able ts prevent dissolution
%of the groups of free progressive yocuth. #s a result of this and thanks
toBed’a protection of this good people, anyone suspscted of being a
party nanber was expossd to expulsion. Saveral small groups colored
4By party activities wers in fact s siruck, &3 ia known, Our populer
activity. narked by flexibility, sxpansion, aveidanze of narrow o
Iaetieualiam apd sterile deb&tep eacapad deteciion and discovery of

“1ts vast axtént. b

y
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f Hoa T \?e wm'o tha unly wgan&mtian wcrk:l.ng within the army, Thers wers
char Broups with cppositionist ideas, but they wers groups brought
A %y gogetbes by friendship and without organization, Our group was the
only m'ganizntion inside the ermed forces. It.relied only on young
" man 'snd Junier officers end was able over a short time to gain control
02 all ‘the young men in the amy It is said thet the number of Froe
% Qfgicera 1a 70, although this mmber is cmnprissd by only ons of the
umerom gtoupa oi Fress Oti'acers.,

: I mwo sa:ld...that thsrs wag m::ible posulaz activ.my far premoved
ftam perty sotivities and sterile debate. I3 camo into existsnce and
“grew inthe course of a fow yesrs of prepapation for the revolutien.
. ¥ ‘bhave said:that the movenment was reovgsnized in 1634, Thmatw,
mtinga of the contral conmittes of the Fres Uanloniast Officers, which
,ia now: tha Eevolutionary ciommaud Councu., followsd one after the other,
% Wo t:l.red oumslves nost of all over the qmat:ian of mtings,
'l‘hsir appamtad dates were 9 August, 24 December, (id al-Figr, ‘id al=
Agpa and 7 Ootobsr==i.@., the agreed dates of mestings were holidays
ami*‘f.mtao . The rensons for our exhaustion were that they were held
outlidn oit&es on the one hand and .on h@lidays on the other.

;’-,»-

A Tha f.,rst mascn always caua@d the imposition of 'i.ha hardships
01 traven:.ng hundreds of miles accompanied by sleeplesspess and heat
. ‘o= cold according to the seaszen. For this reason, most of the members
3 ghY “riare fomed to buy & privite car to be at the sevrvice of the movement.
: Cars, vere' ‘exponsive, while our salories were small z2ud our femilles
Vi paor nmvarg by praising God and with His belp, wes’ wers successful.
5 \o:mn. ‘'we pessed the meny check peints without regisiering, sometines
w:.th a8 trick and semptimes through a persensl acquaintance. Wa used
“to sloep cut of deors end.mest undér trees, in the shelter of bouiders,
ke or in desert tents. Ve used to diauxe the many barriers, especially
the ana at Marble Archo { :

o ‘l‘ha second reason for our exbaustion over mestings was that we
hld gat tbuir dates according to feasts and holidays, something which
provantnd us from spending these feasts with our familiss and relatives,

.- Ve were also prgvented from enjoying our holidays, for we would gee
B our ‘familiss before ox after the fessts, or sonstimes on the sans day
~andT thgn spend the rest of the time in meetings. ¥a ‘made an appaarance
3.ntsntionany 8o that thoae concermd would not know thai ve disappearsd

:6}
: ‘on: the.w occaa:.ons., i

N Bastrictions othax's did noi‘. have to he;sar worsa moaad on members
Cof the central. compittes, Thus, members of the cenmities would not

q : yuy davds, drink alcohol:lo beversges, frequent night clubs, cr neglect

b : , wpmnr. Toey. ‘studied overything. [ say in all honesty that these

: : Yir g matr:l.ctions were imposed en 2ll ths many formations of the Free Unionist
vﬂtficexvs, but, eut of fear of attrmting attenticn, we were not very
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;. Gur plan was for thoso of s who could to enter the umiver sity
£9 #pgoialize io & given brench of learning. in recent years :hs
Sugulties of the univavai.ty viinessed an unusual intersst in cneod
iont by ‘military men, aven though miszions cversess and trar;fe:
aﬂcn eam bommon Whe umvarm.sy and our offiecers.

- 4

I say with mecud to mtinga t!mt BONS of tho erders wire fhat
wwy munbar of the centeral cepmmittss should attand, It was not por-
| mitead  for unyane t0 bs abzont. I enyons was, the meating wis
cmidwd Anvsliid. "Thie kird o meoting wvag periedic, Neennmess for
atWamm ‘and ite neoeseity used o inpose many bardshlps and pr fh’@&s
- O, m, ‘being, as we wers, under militery restrictions. IXn 1987,
apvm punisbment whase effwscts continue to the prsgent was imp Saed
on org. “of ‘the members of the comalftoe bscause he was absent frem onw

\ud thmao mtina ife

o

\

‘;navn nblet MAveiE ha b tince and their d12floul tans ana
‘-‘&bout ~tha private cara in the service of the movemnsat and fhair Ligh
gm'&cu,. theis mosaxty, and ths difficulty of obtaining them.

; ln thin rosmt. I remembuor with all pride and honor how 'l Free
!hwntit Officers, even thcas euﬁsida the contral committoe CLRFErE 1ard
‘th.o;'y”hld for the good of the movement, At a srucial meetin: in
" 834% mmlmah area, a number of ngmbers of the central cowriitrs nut
torth ttw proposal that the movempnt have capital pescurses amd » savivge
Lupd, Agmmnt wag reached to postpone & decigion on this matisr to

& sfcond megting, Following the mesting, toe members of the commiites

s*’v

% _sounded out'most of the formations, and wo found & readiness to sacri-

1

/3

_mvﬁ»;oa td define tho last points _/51 discusaiqn/ for tha next .

fice. ﬂthont 1init, espeoinlly among the formatiors of Rieuienaniy,

~who ‘'were the. pride of the Libysa army--ia fost, the pride of the ‘Sntizg/
Arab Mxitary After puch good vesulis, we decided at ansiber Weeiliog

in thg ceme plece in STYL Khei¥fah not to collect subsoripfinny, the

" saipries of all the Fres Unionigt Officers, those of the csntral comaities
in. ibe tom.&'rant ‘baing instesd the funds of the movement, t In taken

at tﬁw ﬁima and without iimit as to amount, In Zact, Our selaria. wers
llsble to be unsystematically spent on plate tiskets farr office:= o

& th':;ent Maaim and oo mutusl ageistancs in family matters, misforvuwms,

and aécial éccuim ¥p travalled 2 great deal by air singly ani as

‘& mup betwesn Tripoli and Bangh®zT and would return the saws da;
bcoam of tha ‘striot JFequirenants off military 1ife and the lisitcriwns
on us with roxard to leaves and permissiens. The Fres Officers spent

=3 wt dotil of what they owned without limit. Ve were very pleased
with tha sgtion we wers undevtaking, because it was an action fou whisn

) L themo ya,s no al'catmttive apd & road for which there wes mo othuwr

g‘, ramgmbar that on ono occgsiono vhile sesing off the officere
, wﬂating Trem: apong us, we took advantage of the great croed in fract

the. forasr AuTzI Divin in Banghizl before getting into owr busas
L rBE
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ms%tins. it 15 worth mmntioning that, whon s certain point wes raised
inia rieky menner, ws were forced to move aside to the sidewszlk of the

v"lb ‘IeSalle Enstitute, Ve wers afraid that we hed attracted samecne’s
A% nttenticno ‘Parhaps this indeed heppensd. But i¢ appears that the

mjority of those arcound us or near us were from amcng our Free Officers.
I! ‘they knsw aaything, they know that a command unit was amnri the

_gz'aupm emthﬁng Like ﬂmt, I&tar,, the moeting took placa,

4y have said”.that it was agx-md to meet.... A wesk after that.

Atz:a meuhors: of the, contral committes of the Fros Unionist Olficera

i flécked to the al-Nshdah Hotel in BaoghizT at different lats times

of the night. In the morniog I found them sleeping in various positions
#od on chairs beomma pisces had not been availabie snd becausd the

““hour had been imte; In the morning, the meeting took place. It was

‘fhers decided that esch member of. the central committes of the Free
~Unionist Off:lcez*s would submiz & report every month on the officers

: iwho had not joinsd Wmvmnt, ‘especially thise with bigh rauks, 80
: - that we would wrong ‘a0 one when judging him, ZThereaiter, secret repoaris

fon the commanders of units and brigadss and thelr sggisdants followed

‘ -’;one pftsr “the other. Ve begsn to get a clsazr plelure of each one of

i

o

Sthen and wel: began to compere thage reports with the information we
mcouocted about tham all aml with our ev’g@rmme with and ohservatica

mtm

Wc oxpcsct&d Bone goed tmm ecve of then despite tasir high ranlk,
[Wo -disclosed the pattor to them, but oftsn found deep in thenm a pro-
found daﬂpai.. and disbelief of what they weore hearipg. Ths reluctant
' aniong’ them sought to frighten us with/Eention offboses, trives, and
awwity forces; but we trusted in God's holp. Ve did not fear the

ke triboa bacause wo all rgpresent them frem top to bottom--ve are the

\ :8Gus of thoaa tribes with which they séek to frighten us. We sre the

~ pons of tha villages, cities, and countryside and repressnt the Libyan

pwph with its tribes, cities, villages, nobiiity, and true haritage.
; Agigor the ‘foreign bages, we did not fear confiict with them, If our
: mple ‘has m’oclaamd its will in its country and they iry to interfere,

4 then.\ in our bexmf,, the noblest snd mos: lawful kird of fighting will

ogeur;: As for the muru;y forces, there were formaticns from 1t inside
"the mgvemouto axz.d vm v!.maed them a3 a part ef the people, albﬂit helplesa.

‘.5

) aay witn respeot to conta.cts with and disclosures to tha high

"“franks that the rosult was simost nil., VWe put some of the sincere ones

‘epide until after the battle, somstimss because of family situations

“‘apd sepetimes becauss of their health,” For example, Lt. Col. Adaw

nl«@awwtz the presont Defense Minister, was nnoug the excelient officers

5 dovotmi to his militacy duty. A1l loved him, znd we would have admitted
‘him into the novensnt had it not beeon for the kidnoy illness with which
ho was afﬂicted and which required his typatment akroad for a period

- of time. After his weturn, he was given medical rest to keep hin frem

roadingand the pressure of work for & year., In spite of this, he held
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t@ hza wrk in the Signal s.m*ps. We weed to visit hiam in the hogpital
&mi £ind him trensinting glectronics booke and relyiag on a spociali
wz telile of the kind thet is atiached to the bed becawse he wag unabio
te git naturally. IHs was the object of cur estesm and sruputhy. %hus,
wo desdded not to admig hin into the organisation for the reasouns

¢ patiooed aod put him aside with the ethows wa had put aside until

sush tioe #s we hod risked all end succeeded., Indesd, he wag summoned
ihe maening of tha pevelulion and the Gaamgw Ministey wes entrusted

it Mm dospite the stets of his heplih, it

Va vore not dincuwemd uatil very recantly. The romson Ffor this

“’"’w thut the defimct regime was oscupiad in its intersal struggles.

e senier offisers rovolved in the oxbit of these siruggles amd cam
pated. for positions, There was the group of tho King. Theve ware the
gaupa iof the Crown Prince nnd the group of the gsaeral staff and
Colonal al-Shaihd, Eyes were fmxmed on thess groups as they gyrated

. in frantic mansuvers in gearch of positions., Nous of them paid atteco-
tion to the junier officors, Thus we stiyed ccucealed. ¥ ou owr part
whad tmdar nendﬁtlcns of absoluta 4/0TVOY o

wo &md fixmd the early hours of last March 24 as the daie of our
.wﬁ As tha data epproaghed, our aciivity and movensnts increaaed
“and. the slemsuts ¢f sscrecy collepsed. Thoe suihorities felt that pome-
.thing wes goirg on'in the renks of the junior officers and learned of
our:movement, but they did not huow the extent of its depth or verious-

‘hoss.  Thay, ixmedmwly tock rapid snd urgont measuras--thoy withdrew

‘‘vehiclos so as to limit tho officers’ and soldiers’ ability to move.

“They withdrep live ammunition frocm the units. Awmoved cars were sent
to BanghisI,  The EKing travelled from Teipoli to his  palace in Tulrug

. BO @8 to reznin upder tho protection of the BEritish baose thers. The

sruy \su not in cmtroﬁ. in ‘l‘ubruq. Thus ¢ mvolution bacans inpossible.

8 L_ T;‘;,&

my Sound out {1 \ma the organiw of tho .wovoneat. An arder

- fop my srrest wes issusd, but they fesred that the situation would

‘mplods, Vo found 213 ths dosurents indicating this aiter the revolu-
- ‘o, ‘fhey kvew my arvest would lesd to an explesion, go they deferred

endmhmed to encihsr methed. They decided to send the junlor officers

,uw:cad in training migpfons axd to the foreign lenguage school in
; p@eparatarm fow the coming missions, They bagan by sending s group

4o study serial -defense end followed it up with another group fram the
nuum “Bhey dénided to send me ‘to Britain in & mission lasting

‘seven mut!m. Vo folt that tids plag, werg it fo sueccad, would make
us . lobe ell our Frse Officers. Fivxlly, they decided to send a large

: m abrond spddenly end fixed the first of Septembep as the date of

‘departure. Ve could wait no J.onger,, 80 we fixed the came date as the

datg of our tavolutmn.“_

Aoy

fm-



L. The Revolutionary Command Coungil decided that September 1 should
‘ba tue date of execution of the revolutionary plan.? (Tbe reasen for
“that. is attributable to the: fact that it bad been decided that zbout
O thirty ‘o forty Frep Officers whom i¢ had beon determtned to esnd on
3%y ,a:MMim to Britain wore to depart the country immediately the next
Tiday, - Bywthia ‘meansg, it was intended to got rid of thea in groups under
cover ‘ot atudy. The pz'evious government ussd the same proceduce laat
1 Magoh-apd April by ‘sending away about twonty Junior officers when, at

7 Cthat time, it Telt the existence of a movewent in the army. Had it
© #'boen desided to postpone the date for carrying out the revolution to
') after the first of Septembor, this would have meant thet about seveaty

. .op eighty Free Cfticers would have been cut of Ldbya. Thus, ws decided
. that tho revolution would be on this day, This was a big surprise,
€98 beaause the officials were then preparing to aeud a.way thoze ofiicers.
’ :Thay believed the:lr plan had succeededos) :

Tho executi@n ‘of the plan drawn up mgan aﬁter midnxght,“ ¥e did
not. r&anrt te colleagm outside the organization on ths might of the
2 mol.ution becauee we had no need to.? The pasgword of the various

| uinitson tho' nigst of September 1 was "Palostine is urs” and the roply

;LIRS Jexvusalem The libyan armed forces which participated i1z executing
v the plan m:Lved at ths positions nssigwd to them ¢one whole hour befere
- Tths ‘sppointed timo,. These forces were able to gain complets control
©f the situation in ouly two bours. At 5 a.m., on September 1, the

£ "’:mes pm;oipating in the’ exscution of the plen were able te strip

the Sscurity Forces in Tripoli, Banghifizi and al-Baydd’ of all their
: »mapcnnmeapocially the Mobiis Forces. Thusp, the forces controliled
..thece thPee cities before dewn,...2 The breadcagting station fell at

. ﬁ mm..‘ 3 anadhﬁw was anong the Free Officers entrusted with

opsculc tasks. Uy task was to occupy tho BanghBzT broadcasting station
and to cocperaté with Lt. Col. MOsH Ammed; the present Interior Ministor,

£.5y .1.n ‘seizing the armored cars of the Seeumty Farces iu the Hegterv pro-

vineos, Each Free Officer carried out the duty assigped to him ucst
£ x;cmplotelye Zhe' 8§curity Force had sgveral times the fire power that

‘the -aray bad at that tima, It bad rcckets and ertillery. But on the
- night .of“the revolution, theae weapons did not nove, soms as a result
«#of ‘surprige and somg because the security men themselves longed icr

;- moluticn and ewnited the day in which the army would move in order
ato Join it. Jndsed, many -security cfficers joined the tcrrces of the
am 1:: the !mt ‘hours: ot the revolutimqs ‘
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