
Archives of the Directorate of Broadcasting, Directorate General of 
National Guidance, Tr ipo l i ,  Libyan Arab Republic. 

"The Story of The Libyan 
Revolution A s  Told by 
Col. M u a m m a r  Gaddafi, 
Chairman of The R.C.C." 

Col. M u a m m a r  Gaddafi, Chairman of the R.C.C. and Commander i n  Chief of 
the Amed Forces spoke t o  the Libyan News Agency about how the Libyan 
Revolution began. 

He said: "It i s  impossible t o  determine when the Revolution began. No- 
body can r e a l l y  say when any ravolution began. Because a revolution i s  
d i f f e r en t  by nature from a coup which comes a s  a sudden decision from 
a Senior Officer,  who often holds a senior  capacity i n  the  establishment 
and can order troops t o  move without jus t i fy ing  his act ions  o r  bothering 
about persuading then t o  support him. Therefore, a revolution i s  
d i f f e r en t  from mi l i t a ry  coups although there might be s i m i l a r i t i e s  be- 
tween the two a t  the s tage of execution. Revolution i s  a necessary and 
natural phenomenon which i s  an answer t o  ce r t a in  demands of aociety.  
Sometimes a complete and fundamentaL change of soc i a l  order i s  absolutely 
necessary f o r  the  r e b i r t h  of a nation." 

"I have sa id  t ha t  I cannot determine the time when the Revolution began 
but I can t e l l  you what p rac t ica l  s t eps  were taken t o  br ing i t  t o  i ts  
culinination. We have s t a r t ed  preparations f o r  the  Revolution i n  the  
f i f t i e s ,  and we have formed a leadership committee while we were students 
i n  the secondary school at Sabha. h d  numbers increased gradually. Later 
sane of us went t o  the Mi l i t a ry  Academy and formed the f i r s t  c e l l  ins ide  
the  Army. I n  1964 the  movement was re-orgmised and the committee was 
reconst i tu ted f o r  members of the h e d  Forces only. The committee held 
i t s  f i r s t  meeting on the seaside at Tlemitha near Benghazi i n  the same 
year. A popular committee w a s  formed a t  the same t i n e  t o  operate inde- 
pendently but along with the newly formed Central  Committee of the  Free 
Officers Tdlovement. And although the a c t i v i t i e s  of t h i s  popular movement 
were ra ther  slow because of the  oppressive measures of the  previous 
corrupt regime, the movement has achieved great  success i n  reviving the 
hopes of the  youth and preventing divis ions  and saved the nation from 

1 
s p l i t t i n g  up i n t o  d i f f e r en t  fact ions  and par t i es .  Because of this, thanks 
t o  God Almighty, any person who w a s  suspected of being a par t isan was 
chased away from the ranks of our popular movement. 

The small groups which had party-status were defeated, and our popular 
movement which w a s  f l ex ib l e  and f r e e  from u s e l e s s a r ~ e n t s  and narrow party 
prejudices saved the movement from exposure and l iquidat ion through un i ty  
and f l e x i b i l i t y  as the establishment f a i l e d  t o  r e a l i s e  the r e a l  depths of 
the movement. 

As I have sa id  previously, the  Movement was re-organised i n  1964. Since 
then the Central  Committee of the Free Officers Movement (which i s  now the 
Revolutionary Command ~ o u n c i l )  held regular meetings. The attendance of 
these meetings was r a the r  d i f f i c u l t .  They were held on 9 th  August, 7 th  
October, 24th December and on the two holy f ea s t s .  I n  other words, we 
held our meetings during public holidays. These meetings mere held out 
of town and we had t o  t r ave l  hundreds of miles t o  a t tend then i n  a l l  s o r t s  
of very hot and cold weather. Most of us had t o  buy pr ivate  cars  t o  enable 
us t o  serve the cause although cars  were ra ther  expensive and our s a l a r i e s  



were inadequate t o  sup,ort our poor families as  well as indulge i n  owning 
motor cars .  But by the Grace of God we managed somehow. Howsver, trave- 
l l i n g  from one par t  of the country was ra ther  r i sky  i n  those days, because 
of the numerous checkpoints along the  highways and byways which we hated 
especia l ly  a t  the BAarble Arch. But we managed t o  cross these checkpoints 
without reg i s te r ing  our names, as  we had made use of our personal acqua- 
intance with the generals t o  our advantage or  some ruse or  other.  We 
usual ly  s l e p t  i n  the  open air  and held our meetings under the t rees  o r  i n  
caves or  bedouin ten t s .  

Another d i f f i c u l t y  me faced i n  at tending these neetings w a s  our soc i a l  
obligation t o  our families and f r i ends  during these public holidays. We 
had t o  see our re la t ions  before or  a f t e r  the  meetings so t ha t  we could 
spend our holidays i n  at tending the meetings. 7fe had therefore t o  j u s t i f y  
our absence. 

The Central Comi t tee  imposed on i t s e l f  a ra ther  s t e r n  code of e th ics  
which others perhaps could not endure. The members were forbidden alcohol, 
gmbl ing  and night clubs. Theypractised t h e i r  da i l y  prayers and studied 
d i l i gen t l y .  This rigorous code was a l so  imposed on a l l  the members of 
the  Free Off icers '  Movement. But i n  order t o  aver t  a t t en t ion  t o  ourselves 
we were not s t r i c t  with everybody who played cards. 

We decided t ha t  every member should enrol  with the  univers i ty  t o  specia l -  
i z e  i n  a spec i f i c  subject .  And so there was an unprecedented number of 
m i l i t a r y  personnel i n  the un ivers i ty  although a number of our o f f ice rs  
could not enrol  a s  they were sent  t o  study abroad, and some of them were 
t ransferred t o  other posts. 

A l l  members of the Central Committee were expected t o  a t tend the pericdic 
meetings. I n  view of the d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved i n  holding these meetings, 
we decided t ha t  no meeting obtained quorum unless a l l  members of the  Conmi- 
t t e e  were present. A heavy penalty was dea l t  therefore i n  1967 t o  a 
member who f a i l e d  to  a t tend a meeting and the marks of the punishaent a re  
s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  

I have previously spoken about the  d i f f i c u l t y  we faced in obtaining cars  
f o r  our t ranspor t .  And i t  gives me pleasure i n  r eca l l i ng  the generousity 
of Free Officers who were not members of the Central Committee i n  co l lec t -  
i n g  contributions f o r  t h i s  purpose and fof the a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Movement. 
The idea  of creat ing a fund f o r  the  Movenent was proposed a t  a major meet- 
i ng  i n  S id i  Khalifa. The decision was postponed t o  a subsequent meeting. 
After  t h i s  meeting some members of the Central Committee approached indi-  
vidual  members and found they were wi l l ing  t o  contribute t o  the  utmost of 
t h e i r  a b i l i t y ;  especia l ly  the cadres of l ieutenants  who were then the pride 
of the  Libyan Army and could well be the pride of any army. Then t h i s  
enthusiasm became evident we took a resolut ion at  another meeting a t  S id i  
Khalifa not to  co l lec t  contributions but t o  place a l l  our s a l a r i e s  of a l l  
the Free Officers as well as the  s a l a r i e s  of the Central Comi t tee  a t  the 
disposal  of the Movement so  t ha t  the Movement could draw on these s a l a r i e s  
without lisit. Since then the  Movement drew repeatedly on our s a l a r i e s  t o  
pay the air f a r e s  of the o f f ice rs  who were t o  t rave l  on urgent business and 
t o  a s s i s t  each other on various occasions, and family welfare. We often 
t ravel led by a i r  from Tr ipo l i  and Benghazi t o  our meeting place and returned 
the  same day i n  s p i t e  of the s t r i c t  mi l i t a ry  l i f e  and the shortage of leave. 
The expenses were wi l l ing ly  m i d  by the Free Officers and a l l  were h p p y  
t o  contribute t o  the  one and only way. 



I remember that while some of our colleagues who graduated were going t o  
some other des t inat ion,  we gathered i n  f ron t  of the former residence of 
King I d r i s  i n  Benghazi where he resided before becoming King of Libya, t o  
discuss how and where we should hold our next meeting. The discussion 
drew sane a t t en t ion  t o  us and probably made others r ea l i z e  t ha t  there was 
a leadership un i t ,  so  we withdrew t o  the pavement i n  f ron t  of the De 
Lassale I n s t i t u t e  and surrounded ourselves with Free Officers,  and we were 
able  t o  continue our discussions and decide the time and place of the 
next meeting, which Fsas t o  be held a week l a t e r .  

Members of the  Central Committee of Unionist Free Officers1 Movement arr ived 
f o r  this meeting a t  the Nahda Hotel i n  Benghazi l a t e  i n  the evening. A s  
they had made no reservations I found them i n  the  morning sleaping on couches 
i n  the lounge. But, nevertheless,  we held our meeting. 

We passed a resolut ion i n  t h i s  meeting ins t ruc t ing  each member of the  
Central Committee t o  r e ~ o r t  on of f ice rs  who were not members of the  Free 
Officers '  Movement, especia l ly  high ranking o f f i ce r s ,  so t ha t  w e  would 
not  commit i n j u s t i c e  t o  anybody at  the hour of reckoning. Consequently 
me received p i l e s  of conf ident ia l  reports  on various commanders, and the 
pic ture  became c lea re r  t o  us by comparing these re2or ts  with our personal 
mpressions . 

Those reported revealed tha t  some of these high ranking of f ice rs  were hope- 
f u l .  So we d i scwsed  the  p l igh t  of the country with them. Some of them 
d id  not believe t ha t  the  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  was so bad; and others admitted 

the t r u t h  of our a n a l p i s  of the s i t ua t i on  but were r a the r  pessimistic 
about the pos s ib i l i t y  of e f fec t ing  a change. They pointed out t ha t  there 
were foreign bases and secur i ty  forces  and t r i b a l  l oya l t i e s .  

But i n  f a c t  this was nonsens2. We were the people. Our movement embodies 
representatives of the  whole country. Be were the sons of the  t r i b e s  with 
which they t r i e d  t o  t e r r i f y  us. Anong us there  were a l s o  the sons of the 
c i t i e s ,  v i l l ages  and the e n t i r e  nation;  and w h a t ' s  more, we were the  genuine 
representatives of the  people. 

A s  f o r  the  foreign bases, we have never feared a co l l i s ion  with them. For 
we have decided t ha t  i t  was time our people asser ted t h e i r  sovereignty, and 
resolved t h a t  should these bases intervene,  then the f i g h t  against  then 
would be a noble and legi t imate  duty. 

Our a t t i t a d e  t o  the secur i ty  forces was d i f fe ren t .  Some members of these 
forces  were a l so  members of our movement. We looked at  these forces  a s  an 
elenent of the  people who were overpowered and led  i n t o  a c t i v i t i e s  which 
a r e  loathsaae t o  them, 

Our discussions with some of the high ranking of f ice rs  came a lnos t  t o  nought. 
There were some sympathetic o f f ice rs  nevertheless. But we decided t o  spare 
a l o t  of them the consequences of involvement i n  our {isky undertaking 
e i t h e r  because of t h e i r  family a f f a i r s  o r  s t a t e  of health,  e t c .  

Lt. Col. Adam Hawaz who l a t e r  became our Minister of Defence was one of 
those. He was an excellent  and popular o f f ice r .  But he had kidney trouble 
and i n  sympathy with h i s  p l igh t  we decided to  re l i eve  h i m  from immediate 
act ion.  But we kept i n  touch with him i n  hosp i ta l  and when we succeeded i n  
our r isky en te rpr i se  we cal led him t o  join us as  our Minister of Defence. 



I n i t i a l l y  the date of the revolution was s e t  f o r  12th  March 1969. But 
i t  was postponed t o  the 27t,h. This was preceded i n  January, 1969 by 
weighing up the s t reng th  of our Free Off icers t  Movement against  the oppo- 
s i ng  forces .  But no one i n  Libya o r  anywhere e l s e  i n  the Arab world, 
nor any of those who were t r i e d  by a spec ia l  mi l i t a ry  t r ibunal ,  except 
the members of the  Free Officerst  Movement and l e s s  tha,n hal f  a dozen 
who were prominent leaders of the popular organisation attached to  our 
movement, h e w  about our in tent ion t o  carry  our our revolution on March 12th 
o r  about the postponement of our act ion t o  thz T h  and then t o  f i v e  months 
l a t e r .  

L, 
The Central Committee of the Free Off icers t  Movement met during the 
examinations f o r  o f f i c e r  promotions a t  the Tr ipo l i  Command Camp. After  
reviewing the  general s i tua t ion ,  they decided t o  carry out the revolution 
within a f e  i .  
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,!41$it a were attending a concert of Urn Kalthum. A s  they would be s i t t i n g  among 
k "  crowds of innocent c iv i l i ans  a t  zero hour we decided tha t  i t  would be 

unethical  to  dis turb the c iv i l i ans  and therefore me had t o  choose another 
time. 

h So I returned t o  Benghazi i n  my by Lieut. Bbdel 
Haaid Shahas and Lieut. Abdel Hamed Zay En route I went t o  v i s i t  my 

t faJnily i n  the  Badia of S i r t  as I a long time. 
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