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INTRODUCTION : THE PURPOSES OF THE STUDY 
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oh i8 matter we r e f e r  t o  la ter .  Thie could and 8 h d d  
orm a r M y  i n  ifaelf. . a 

etudy require8 t o  be 'done on the effect8 of' Din& 'lbbour 
the health of  Mosambicsn migrsnte. Racord8 g@$n& bgrok 

years are  available on the i l l n ~ s ~  W $xi$- h i  
ere, and the d s b i ~ o r y  ey~tem of oampenaatioa op.irf;e~ by 

e hWng industry. 

ere are the financial and more teohnical sape(lt#. .Ihe 
gee o f  migrant labour have played s large part $4 @ 
o%ng the balance of. payments and contributing - 40 fh 

oount~y ' i r  foreign exchange. 1Jo have desl t  iritb sbpebtr 
&hi# issue .in a rreparat e Memorandum, buf $he aha i r  e, 
bean. exhawted of analysie. a . b 
$!he ideology o f  migranf labour which played i t 6  pert in the 
reprodwtion of the eyetern of labour export needs t p  pe 
0 
atuldied. Fropagsirda dSrrrreminated by labour . r e o w f b f ~  that 
eralirkment by young men f o r  the mines was proof of dmoodi  

beba Ant ernaliaed w l  thin the labour-exporting eoclety, 
pnd t6 thi8 day migrant labour ia often described a8.a 
re@&-l 'tracUfiont. 
X. 
Th%6 6w deal# only %n passing with the h i e t  1 kthbr'hhp c%&-me@%ioao ab4L.b T h i e  i s  ncrt be 
P m  not *portant+ -On conha*. The hieto 
;P mi-nt labour i6 '$6 fd2ht brf of the conti 
term wo+k of %he Centeo de Es'tiliBorr A f r i c m o s .  * 
conddeted'urgent to  .concentrafe on those aepeots ' b f  
expak~ QP male labour which have ,the moet immediate po$%&f 
impZioefion8 for the government and the people o f ~ i ( ~ - '  I riique. 'S 

FRELII4O l e  erlgaged .i&. the reudnrrtruction of the Moeambican 
economy c~nd society i n  order CO lay the bash for the social 
organidat%oti b f  praductionb These tadklke include o f  necessity 
the ending bf the eyetern o f  migrant labotar and i t s  export 
outside the coluiery; Of the poldcy imjperatives and objec- 
f i v e 6  there i e  no question. FRELIP40 ha@ repeatedly committed 
itself t o  the ending of bigran* labour. 

I But an economia prooeea he old,  as deeply-laid and a0 wide- 
spread a$ mine l a b o h  expbrh dan be dismantled only when if 
i s  analyaed i n  a l l  i t c l  implibafiatlab 

I Higrant labour ie a colonial. vestige but i f  i s  not one that 
can be comba*d on the Sdeological plane alone, by an appeal 
to  the pol i t i ca l  oomittrneat of the migrant. This i s  t o  U s -  

I eoonomy o f  the countryside of mouthern ~ o e ~ l b i ~ & e .  Mi-f 
labour waa part of the penetratAon o f  the money economy, when 
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the eoadal formations of Mozambiqrie were.:subordinated tio 
the pwpoeee of the spread of capitalisin, This penetration 
left.no corner of rural ~~~~~~~~e atauched, Tho coelraion 
of.bhtbe colonial atate undermiqed +epbeariiitlve i)a& o f  
the peasant economy, and in turn %hie &ddrmlning 6 )  Che 
pro8uctive base foroed the peaaantty to Beck wage work; 
E i @ t  Pecades of the system bf m!Lgrant labo& made it ir 
st*d~tur'al necessity for rural ppbdqdek-~ livh,$ rulaer-ebb- 
daliafn, 

The *low of migration is conditioned to a cerbain  exten* by 
more eevere agrioultural crises, bht, on %he whole; despite 
contingent variables of this kind, it had r d - ~ i n e d  !re-k- 
ably stable and constant over the years f 'rom l895 onwards 

, . and especially frorn.1902 to 1977, as the recokds analysed 
in t h h  Report show. 

Of the 'total Moaambican work force, 25 to 30 per cent is 
exporCed out ide the country. (see below the Note on the 
statistics). d 

1,The Problem of Statistics 
Statistics of wage employment in Mozambique present prob- 
lems, due to the fact that various statistical sources 
provide data which is inconsistent, Thus: the 1970 Census 
gives the distribution of the Total of Active Population 
as 2,873,822. This figure possibly includes workera ab- 
sent on wage employment outside the country i.e. miners 
in South Africa, but this is not explicitly stated and 
has to be deduced (see below). The breakdown is as 
follows : 

Agricultural sector 454,385 
~ i n e s  123,772 
Manufacturing induatry 1559 996 
Corxstructian 81,468 
Services 
Hotels/commbrce 82,482 
Banks 

I, 

5,919 
Transport 62,724 
Domestic service 126,138 
mblic service 97,823 3.7 4 0.86 ,, , 

14 19Oi '707 
This total in wage employment constituees almost 80 per 
cent of the active male.population, and is probably a con- 
siderable over-estimate. F'urthemore. these statistics 
are certainly at considerable variance with the induatpial 
statistic8 which give a work force of 85,050 for 1970, 
which figure is probably far closer to reality than the 
general oensue, However, the amicultural etatistics for 
1967 (the last year when figures were published) gives a 
total-of 129,000 workers in agricultural wage eipioyment, 
which ia almost certainly an underestimate, 

(continued od following   age) 
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The ending of this labour export i d  par* o f  the oreation 
of a material base for the c o n l ~ ~ f i o n  of mocibliam. The 
re-integration of *hi8 work force within an autonomous 
ry8fem moving toward6 tsocialism oould take W o  form#, whbh 
are oomplementary and combinedg 

1 .  

(l). thh re-integration of fonaeply 'eaPorted labour in the 
a g r i c ~ l  tural sector. F o m m  of tk&n6f ormed agriculture 
are critical here. This is beoarz~le the prior myatem 
in faot continuously genereted and reproduced a labour 
surplus for the mines. Traneforming agriculture raise8 
fbndamental questions, which ue can only pose, about 
forms and methods of such transformation. 

(2) the uee of the workforce and the sulls it acquired in 
Mozanbiquets industrialisation.pro~rmne in the Andus- 
tr%al tpm$ponY ahd.m$niw rreutore. 

The economic priorities of the first part of the traneitional 
period are.fo~mulated in the ~ c o n o d c  Mrectioes adoB+ed .+ by FFtELIMO f 8 Third Congress. Contiwent policy decisions 
will be made within the political structures of FRELIMO and 
the Government. The purpose of this etudy ie to collect 
and analyse evidence on the extent and the effects of mine 
labour in order that this system can be more effectively 
combated by a socialist alternative. 

But a more realistic aseeasnent of the agriculturgrl work- 
force would have to account for the fact that much of it 
is seasonal labour only, (and very badly paid). 
The general cefisus probably under-estimated the countrytrr 
active population by about half a million. A rough esti- 
mate would thereforo put bettfeen 20 and 30 per cent of 
the population in wage employment. ( m i e  is high for the 
reglon i Tanzania is less than 15 per cent; Rhodesian 
Africans conbtlhute 16 per oent)r Of thie total in wage 
work, perhaps 35 per cent was employed in the agricul- 
tural sector) only 10 per cent in manufacturing, lee8 
a n  10 per cent in construction, over 10 per cent in 
mining, though here the vast  majority are working outaide 
Mozambique. In A c t ,  of the numbers employed in mining, 
of the ceneus totaleof 123,772, only 6,800 are employed 
in Mozambican mines. In 1969 there were about 7,&0 
Mozambicans in the Rhodesian mining industry, and in 1970 
there were 113,000 Mozambicane in South'&fx&ba!m &hkgg 
induetry, Thus a very substantial part of the workforce 
wae absent in South Africa-up to the end of the colonial 
period and even in the midst of the Mozambican economic 
boom of the 1970s. 



me study concentrates, thus, on two principal aspeots: + .  
-A. An analysis of the labour flow to the mines in the 

period 1902 to 1977r though with special emphasis on 
the later period: and an i mac- - 

ter of the mine labour force. 

investigation into the !asant eco 
i mine labour has been recru$ted, 
1 
b e  the Notes for Field investigationi iesued to our Research 
rigades stated, the two sides of the study are intimately 

[connected. This is because the miners are, by law, migrants 
ehind every miner is a family household in the peasant 
Donomy. Primitive accumulation in Southern Af 'r i ca  has not 

relied throughout on the separation of labour from the 
means of production, leaving it with no other means of sub- 
sistence than the sale of its labour-power, Rather the 
system has depended on the maintenance, and the re-struc- 
Yuring to varying degrees, of pre-capitalist relations. 
hus individuals-are not proletarZanised for permanent wage 

but the communitiek fro which the 
- 

ler 
ressure to send the men of workina age out *to labour. 

,e Pea - 
iae e r x t ~ ~ ~ e  -a 5 ES?E.&IOW export inrxse +here$tama 
s maameiclfi not Sn *be 

@W&@. * %; be ecsen 
S m p a t  6x3 ?ale, egsomo~, ch grojeet 

coordingly t e e d  f o 439 %he er$@nC of Sabowr exporit 
&C, and it 

question whether there were any discerlble corpe- 

a g r i a u . l ~ , X  gm %ion, Z h  oeher w~Hs, did peLmt  
D- eho~cts f r d m  diff.~XW&& regions respond .diffexefi*ly tt o 
he go~s2b31Et iee grew~wes of d n e  .labour? ,-U, 

$tie@ in: a ssseokf3.0 area. U d  *ge~lis~tl* 

me-t better-of f, react differentially? )rl 

lis 6pened up an importatit area of peaea1h41 %nv&6*%m$&@ng 
m t  is the ertent uf peadaiit differeMiatiazi M the  -try 
Lde?' And to what extent does par+S~&prrtion.in $he w@@e 
,onomy, , via mine l&bour d d  mine iJ$bclh explah- snd 6ontri- 
ate t o  kheee differences? ,W 

* ,  $3 . 

lere were 6 3 0  possibly dis~ernible trends. One wasktth&& 
Lne wages served a8 a mean8 to purchaee o o n s r n r  gmd@ and 
iue merely to reproduce the f%mdly: that the impact of 

, See Apgendices, 



*wages had become indiepensible in the process of reproduc- 
tion because agriculture itself had been so diminished or 
undermined that it could no longer support the family. The 
importance of money wages for reproduction of the family 
would thus be an important index to the extent of regression 
!of peasant agriculture, The second trend was that mine '' 'l9$ i wages were used not merely for consumption needa, but that 

J .  # '  I 

, , ' c -  J .' " '  !remittances were fed back into agriculture. In other words 
= I:, ! ' h  l that the mine wage system was the source of a certain de- 

"̂, ''rjf"' gree of domeetic agricultural innovation and growth. The 
, • . :$kind8 of queetione formulated and the evidence collected 

... . ,; *'""A ; l l # F , b a  *jljilare dealt with more fully in the chapters dealing with the 
!. . . . , .  1 Peasant Base. 
' ' . , ' ", 

S .  . . I  

v ''*+'i b*&Throughout we attempted to keep in mind the larger questions * 
d i  londwhich could inform planning in the transition period : 

b 

' r:,Lf J ~.C,.$rl~ 
' \ ; ? # l  To what extent and under what conditions can the agricul- 

. ' ." J -tqcgjhl tural economy absorb labour formerly exported on a large 
p . t  4 . e t t : p ;  + q.4 and regular basis? In other words, during the traneition 

I - ;- period, how should the economy best cope with whqt will 
6 .  

, -  .be, i n the inmedia- period, a phenomenon of labour sur- 
F I rrob plus in the economy? 

, - 
, d .  S ,  ' ,et% 

. . . I '  . . .  . . .  I . . . ."$A Since migrant labour has been the most important part of 
.' the penetration of the money economy, how will its phas- .,,-m2q . ing out in the countryside affect the series of other 

* -  

1 *'., , v , , .  activities, in the petty commodity sector, of artisan 
, . , ,~-i;tg skills and trades and services which grew and were stimu- 

1 .  5 

, .:,.. I f _ ;  ssf. 
i 

.la€et!l: 'bp +he money eo.onqni&? 

e Mine Labour Force 
. ' .  

> '  e study of the mine labour force inveetigated several ae- 
cts. Interviews'with miners were used to construct em- 
oyment histories, How nany contracts had been worked? 
d there been other industrial work experience? How did 
ese miners fit into the work process? F J h a t  skills had 
ey acwred? (HOW could these skills be mobilised in the 
nsformation of the Mozambican economy is the obvious ex- 

ension of that question). 

e regularity-of mZne contracts azsa saised questions of 
es analysis, In many cases successive contracts were 

ted by extremely temporary stays in the countryside. 
e peasants or workers or both? How to deal with 

specific instance, under the conditions of migrant la- 
the proletarian-peasant? What is the oonscioueness 

. S , .  " " . . s claes? Did it, between mine contracte, regard it- 
elf as aunemployedt or simply tback hornet? Where would 

laee of workers, with considerable experience of 
roletarianisation, take its place in the struggle alliance 
f workers and peasante for a transformed Mozambique? We 

to theae issues in subsequent chapters. 



a Researah Team and its Methodm 

I The Cenfro do IEeCudos Afribanol, &affom a c h  dea2a.wieh 
contemporary problem& conpriclee~ 8 ataf Lmembera, all af 
whon except the Direc or of fhia Project were engawd ilL 
full-time teach%* in various facultibm of %he Uaiver8iW 
throwthou* the eix-month ~eriod of the Pro.ieoer 

I The initial perspective8 of the Project were establiehed during a weekly Semgnar w'hich rrfudied the impact on M&#a 
ambiqus -of South AfrAcag dapi talkam, b e g i d -  w i $ h  a.b$bmpf 8 
at *he pqr&o&eatioq bo%h o f  *be' South Afeean and 

the aharqgtir of capittbx and la%@q$ w$$hhk the miPing7-*&durr- 
try, and *he making of a  outk kern w i c a a  labour awpp3pg., 
and eepec4ally a Moaambican onsr Sublreqrten$ ssss%oneq-of me 
Seminar evaluated the exleting, mostly bowgeoid, litemture 

I 
on migrant labour and the literritwe on peaesnfr e c o n o d W  
in  Pabour reserve areaq indludlng such material oa Mos@Ua 
bique 4lr Wsr been peoduesd. 

Concurrstitly 4 t h  the seminar, membere of the Research Team 
searched archive8 and Minietrjr records; especially id the 

e taetitufe de WabaSho ( ~ i n i a b r ~  of ~ a b o u r ) ~  and condue'ted 
in* erviewe with representatives of labour recrui tin@ orlfaai- 
zations An order %o b u l d  as comprehensive a baakgrouddplc- 
t w e  as poseible. The hnalysis of the labour f l o w  eo the 
nines and related mater9al on mine labour is baEled on offi- 
cial statietics of IJENEIA, which are deposited with th6 
Instituto de Trabalho, and on additional material auppiied 

Cn preparation for a study of the peasant base, the ~eeearch 
am abquired from the tunis try of Agriculture - th origi nal 

~uestionnaireer completed during the agricultural ceneuaee of 
L965 and 1973. These were extensively re-analysed for the 

brreae  of -ambane selected for field investigation; 

huo questionnaires were used on the project, one for inter- 
views with miners, and the other a8 part of the inveetiga- 
bion of peasant hourreholde.' The preparation of the qwe- 
ionnaires wae done through collective working group dis- 
cwaion, and the miners* questionaaire m6 eubsequeafly r 
tearted for use in preliminary interviews with miners. - 7 

0 

. all 358 minerd questionnairea were completed~ Thee 
lnaluded interviews conducted by the team d w i n g  succeeeive 
dsitsgo wEf#EI,& compounds and recruiting station6 in Reesano 
hrcia Xai Xsi, Alta M a &  in  Maputo and Madxe, and a160 1 tinern Anterviewe c a u c t e d  in the Inhambane countryside 
rifh ex-minere or miners at home in &he intervale between 
tontraata. 

[n addition a shorter vereion of the miners' questionnaire 
8 ueed in interview8 of a larger eample of 716 

~ l t o g e t h e r .  The interview8 with the miners were conducted 
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over a period of four mrmrtha, 
AB w i l l  be seen from the copy of 
in  the Appendice8 the inveafi-9, 
frequencry and 18- 08 oontraa$e 
for the canat~cbion of ernployme 
aition o f  work s l t i l l b , .  as wel l ,  
merits and their earnring oapaaltierr, and the uaee 
mine wages were put after euacreseive auntraeOe. 

The aeleotion of  areas $or f ie ld  reeearch took plsck s f f e r ?  
reconmaieaanee vieits  in  boeh Gaga and Tnhambane 
and aftel' discus~ions w i t h  members of' the politioa 
adminiatra0i've atructu)ree fhere.. The field Perrear 
take place drily in midkJuly, when students,, teacbers 
admidrstrative e.tsaff of the University 
Brigaderr to  carry out tasks of national 
ing 1977 Dhicr period of Brigade work last 
from 10 July to  14 August. It meant that 
except f o r  periodical Yisifs t o  mine r 
ation centres, war reatrioted to  this period. 

The eooge of 6ld&- f i e l d  investigation wa 
etricCed by the s.*e of the Brigades allocated t o  the 
ject: The great -jority of the membere oP *be Univ  
Brigades were delbgated to work in  
recently donstmctela comnmal village 
which had been f o d e h - a f C e r  the floo 
V a l l b y  during Feb~uaryi , .  For the. Piaeon8 that oua B@ 
forbe was l h i t e d  *b  2%. hembere, andi 
othbr ZogieCical eirpport faoilitiel aBAe f o be  offered by 9 th& admidetratiota o f  .Provhqeie were already .%=~t i  60 
their lid t J the Oentro. d@'*~s tudbs Africamds, pko jeqt w&e y 

con66ntrated on Inkiambane 6%?ov$noe 3 Gene 
6ut the Pk~vince &nd i h s  agr%cui t~a l  co 

tained i a  $be chap*ws on thg..Peasant +**. base. 

fhin XnWmba~~e R?blrbnoe, the 
fhin whibh BFiHdes were iota 

'F* . Quirr~icd~Z@vala +wo col&@ 
arpd %he boi l ,  of Id 

Pentbe The ceTl8 of' Como, Se . Hmollne fhe creale, o f  

Cambine - the ee .Is of Buvane and Wmela 
I - 

i ,  





I '- 

5. M t ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ ~  cred m ~ -  c me A n b e  

IWlmmm, awes de G I ~ I ~ D ~  
v . " b y  

10 1lm;lfed e ise  of *he rameareh Bsmns 

I of Cews~re AP the f i e l d  made 1 4  &gpomlbZe* to 
vem*ional rrtaflaticrrl  eampl%ng.$pppOo 
l!hese were judged inappropriate to the 
Team devised i ts  own guideliaerr f o r  it 

maltioPgairelr were used. in order Wmf 
mehhobr, of f i e ld  wow clhopd be srste 
$tatiorm o f  fhe ~ueekLonaaire  me$hork s $W$. $]s9a..g~- 
f o r m  @L€' the queetions prevents t&&t~$a3?Taewep g ~ ~ p  
tioniw his as@umptionrr - were-- aaktlr~v2crdged gad. &p 
f r o m  the start. 0 t h ~  waye o f , i n v e e t $ ~ t ; Q q ~ ~  y 9 s @ h , :  
oeoognibed to be oornplsx eooial. iqaues were .$$a9@33f9#8 .. 
da9ieed. They consiate4 M a p r e d A ~ - r y : $  periodp+ &p9 fhgt 
field bdng- devoted to opea. dlecues$o~s *q.:nmqy. &&fir 
erW. repeeeMativer, of tbe , s ~ m t y  aa .po,eotp4e .r: m&wr~, 
poli tioal organiee~s , school* teachere, we Q$& of: .$he 

Letricst, members of' the wo~n*. : movemept <..-g&@pis~x@tor~ 
4100 of attendanoe. at. meetings ,and, rat Ziqa@e.,.+pert; 
&n wavk wS$h ttb peasante, Where pose&h57le local,,gi, 
arad sdmknietratlve records were eearchkd, an&- uieA$e:,mde f 0 
agz*l@aharal s$ptions and training a&hoowt -. . . C  t z d J  ; 

er', f t 8  

the and o f  the f i e l d  work,' ~ z U P ~ Q ~  -%xi&otda laad.Baem 
aterviewed and innumerable gpoup diecmsione and infew- 

views held by the Brigadee. Before lea-ng the field, eaeh 
rigade completed a preliminary report, follow%ng the 

- - - - - - - - - 

suggestfon efrucfure contaizled in the Appendix !SUGGESTED 
WCTWRE FOR BRIGADE REWKT,. (we are including varioue 

e%amples o f  .the doa~entrr prepared for the different phases 
r fho W$% a f  fhe moje6t both a@ a record of i t s  copduct, 

'and also 8 he f r, d&fiWibute where pose$,ble to the +$erid 
8-e of ths UnAlera&,$y in the p l a d a g  -U$. r'eegar(3h..pga jwts 

Pd f i b t d  daveetdptione; I - S  , L ~ I  

A Note on Admini 
In the colonial 

.strative Divisions 
period, to permit the organisation of lo- 

t cal administration, the territory of Mozambique was divided 
into ~concelhost (councils) formed from parishes and them- 
selves grouped into districte. The administrative division 

1 of the territory after independence has essentially not - 
been altered. 
Colonial Period Independence 

Province 
District 

bbt or Locality 
Parish Circle (purely a political 

Replo (senior Waditional division) 
Chief) Cell (purely a political 

t 
Cabo (~unior Traditional division) 

( T k 4  a91 
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In this Report the Brigade reports have not been reproduced 
in full, Section6 of them have been incorporated in the 
text, and instances of some of their detailed investigations 
are offered. This was judged necessary in order that the 
main report ahould be as comprehensive and at the same ae 
coherently organised as possible, The full Report will be 
available to students in the Centro, and for teaching pur- 
P0888 e 

The Brigades or research teams came out of the field in 
mid-August, The next stage of the Project involved the ana- 
lyeia of both the miners' and the peasant household quea- 
tionnaires (about 800 in all, not including smaller samples 
of a more limited character); discussion in seminar of the 
reports written by the Brigades; the organization of the 
statistical material; the preparation of a scheme for the 
production of a Report; and the writing of the Report it- 
self, These tasks were performed over a period.of six 
weeks from August 22 to September 30. Once again all the 
members of the team except the Project Directorand one 
other member had fulltime teaching committment8. Some 
deficiencies in the Report could be attributed to the con- 
ditions under which it had to be produced, Other weak- 
nesses will be due to more analytical failings and the 
Centro de Estudos Africanos hopes that this Report will 
prompt serious but comradely criticism which will lead to 
an improvement in its future work, 

Sources and References 

Where possible explanatory foot~ofos have been placed on 
the relevant page, General attributions to a growing vol- 
ume and quality of work on migrant labour, on mine labour 
in particular, and on the effects on the peasant economy, 
are listed in the general Bibliopaphy at the end of the 
Report, 

A note on the,currenoy equivalent$ 

Throughout the Report wages and deferred pay are given in 
Mozambican currency of eecudorr and contos (1000 eecudoa). 
The equivalents are as follows, as of September 1977s 

R1 - 38.5 eacudoe 
El - 58 II 

us$ - 33 I t  
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