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REGIONAL PATTERNS OF MINE LABOUR RECRUITI'ENT

provincial gnd District Patterns of Recruitment

An investigation into the size and character of the mine
labour force involved .an examination of labour flows over

a period of time in order to establish (1) the size and

(2) the regional/district/locality origins of this labour
force, Labour flows from MYozambique as a whole for the per=
iod 1902=1977 are seen in our GRAPH, and have already been
discussed in Chapter 1,

The provincial and district origins of this labour can be
traced from the recruiting figures of WENELA as seen in their
monthly statements of Progressive Comparative Output, A sam=-
ple of one such monthly return is attached as an Appendix

in order to demonstrate the method of recording labour re-
cruiting results, Our GRAPHS show the recruiting statistics
of the three labour exporting provinces, Inhambane, Gaza and
Maputo, It will be seen that the volume and the rate of re-
cruitment in the three provinces has not been uniform, Inhan-
bane Province declined in relative importance .during the
1960s, while in the 1940s and the 1950s it was the major
source, Gaza Province has been the most constant source of
the three, with a noticeable rise during the 1960s and the
1970s., Lourengo Marques/Maputo Province, on the other hand,
increased in importance in the more recent period, It has
not been possible for us to analyse the processes at work
which led to these different.patterns of labour supply, This
would involve an investigation of the economic history of
each province, changes in land distribution and use, differ-
ent impacts of colonialism at different times, and such iss-
ues, vhich could fall within the scope of a larger project
only, To give an example, on the question of the labour
supply for the mines from Gaza Province it would probably

be necessary to investigate the process of the colonisation
of the Limpopo Valley, which must have had a noticeable ime-
pact in altering patterns of land distribution.

Footnote: The recruiting totals are an index of the ebb and
flow of labour in different periods and from different re=-
cruiting areas, But they are not an accurate index to the
home origins of recruited labour, This is because tihe re-
cruitment figures are recorded according to the WENELA
station at which the men attested. In most instances men
probably sign contracts at the station nearest their homes,
but this is not invariably the case, and men coming from
north of Latitude 22° south have to sign up at a station
out of their home areas,
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PERCENTAGEM DE SAIDA DE TRABALHADORES PARA A AFR
/ A | ICA DO S
DA PROVINCIA DE INHAMBANE - 1940-1976 o

PERCENTAGE OF MIGRATION TO SOUTH AFRICA FROM INHAMBANE
PROVINCE - 1940-1976

_________

Anos/ | Pop. activa masc.  WMovimento migratério . % de migrantes
Year rt}ggféo?ctlve pop. | Size of migration ' % of migrants
1940 89.944 g 23.597 : 26
1941 : 90,975 : 25,522 : o8
1942 92.006 g 23,776 ; 26
1943 93,037 24,874 27
1944 94,068 29.272 31
1945 95, 0 % 27.824 f 29
1946 96.130 274405 28
1947 97«161 264447 27
1948 98, 162 25.582 26
1949 99.223 : 27.789 ; 28
1950 100,258 : 23.876 : 24
1951 102.320 : 274449 5 27
1952 104,382 : 21.260 § 20
1953 106.444 : 26, 144 : 25
1954 108,506 : 27115 : 25
1955 110.568 : 25.814 : 23
1956 | 1124630 § 23,716 : 21
1957 114,692 § 22,899 ; 20
1958 116,754 ; — ; —
1959 118.816 ; 23.308 | 20
1960 120,877 ; 18.499 § 15
1961 124.084 ; 18,269 : 15
1962 127,291 ; 17,754 | 14
18963 130,498 : 19,274 : 15
1964 133.705 ; 24,108 | 8
1965 1364912 . 19.444 ; 14
1966 140,119 ; 25,054 5 18
1967 143,326 g 20, 144 ; 4
1968 146,534 E 19,950 E 14
1969 149,741 § 19.021 : 13
1970 152,950 § 24,664 | 6
1971 157.860 @ 19,045 ; 12
1972 162,770 20,30 | 12
1973 167,680 % 184722 . 11
1974 172,590 f 20,420 i 12
1975 177 .500 % 24,003 - 4

1976 182,410 ; 8,733 : P




PERCENTAGEM DE SAIDA DE TRABALHADORES PARA A AFRICA DO SUL
DA PROVINCIAVDE GAZA - 1940 - 1976

PERCENTAGE OF MIGRATION TO SOUTH AFRICA FROM GAZA PROVINCE
- 1940-1976

Anos/ Pop. activa masc, = Movimento migratdrio % de migrantes
Years Masc. active pop. @ Size of Migration % of migrants
(20-60) ﬂ

1940 95,498 : 18, 192 19
1941 . 96.447 : 21.579 22
1942 : 97,396 | 20,271 j 21
1943 ' 98,345 : 19.495 : 2
1944 : 99,294 : 20,617 . 211
1945 100.243 : 22,703 : 23
1946 : 1014192 20,337 } 20
1947 ; 102,141 ; 22,402 1 22
1948 : 103,090 : 20,215 ; 20
1949 104,039 ; 21.090 i 20
1950 104,988 ; 19.631 19
1951 t 106,886 : 21,924 | 21
1952 f 108,785 : 19 .674 ; 18
1953 - 110.683 ; 20,304 ; 18
1954 i 112,582 ; 22,391 - 20
1955 114,480 § 19.976 17
1956 ; 116,379 g 20,086 . 17
1958 ; 120, 176 : - r -
1959 3 122,073 : 17.732 _ 15
1960 : 123,977 : 21.209 ‘ 17
1961 : 125,855 i 20,010 16
1962 127.733 : 19.004 15
1963 129 .611 : 18,733 : 14
1964 131,489 : 21.700 17
1965 ' 133, 367 i 24,807 ' 19
1966 - 135,245 i 22.314 17
1967 . 137,123 : 21,958 16
1968 139,001 : 20,431 15
1969 140,879 E 19.248 14
1970 142,760 f 23,643 17
1971 - 145,607 18,727 13
1972 148,454 20,238 14
1973 151,301 19,204 13
1974 154, 148 22,841 15
1975 156,995 30, 198 19

1976 150, 842 6.681 1
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PERCENTAGEM DE SAIDA DE TRABALHADORES PARA A AFRICA DO SUL |
DA PROVINCIA DO MAPUTO 1940-1976 i

| |
i
PERCENTAGE OF MIGRATION TO SOUTH AFRICA FROM MAPUTO PROVINCE
- 1940-1976
Anos/ . Pop. activa masc, : Movimento migratério : % de migrantes
Years . Masc. active pops . Size of Migration % of migrants
-~ (20-60) '
1940 62,077 10,401 17
1941 63,300 13.764 22
1942 64,523 15,815 24
1943 65,746 154775 24
1944 66,969 14,228 21
1945 _ 68. 192 13.464 20
1946 : 69,415 12,037 17
1947 : 70.638 12,657 17 f
1948 : 71.861 15,195 21 \
1949 : 73.084 184117 25
1950 : 74.,307 17415 23 I
1951 : 764753 18,786 24 l
1952 ; 79,199 18,308 23 d
1953 é 81.645 15,789 19
1954 ; 84,091 19,208 23 |
1955 : 86,537 15,424 18 'ﬁ
1956 88,963 14,561 16 {
1957 : 91.429 16.025 18
1958 : 93.875 —_— —
1959 : 96,321 15.788 16
1960 ; 98,763 13.668 14 il
1961 : 102.414 15.206 15 '
1962 ; 106.061 16,548 16 ~f
1963 3 109,708 13,396 12 lf
1964 : 113,355 17,369 15 |
1965 % 117.002 24,375 21
1966 3 120,649 26, 135 22 H
1967 : 124,296 27.037 22
1968 : 127.943 30,529 24 t
1969 i 131,530 27.828 21 | W
1970 : 135,231 32,537 24 '
1971 5 140,087 25,964 19 J
1972 g 144,937 24,222 18 |
1973 ? 149,787 23.618 16 i
1974 154,637 29,039 19 |
1975 : 159,467 38,014 24 %
g7 | 164,337 15.485 9
L. s |
}.
B
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Inhambane Province

As for Inhambane Province, the general trend seems to in-
dicate that mine labour declined relatively in the period
since the beginning of the 1960s, Thus, for instance, in
the period 1940~1949 the percentage of migrant recmi;:s to
active male population was 28 per cent, which implies that
the percentage of migrant workers to active male population
was still higher Dbecause contnact periods exceeded 12 months,

Indeed, if we assume an average contract length of 16 months,
this percentage ol absent mcn would be approximately 37 per
cent, or more than one third of the active male population,
For the period 1950~1959 the percentage of recruits to the
active male population was 23 per cent, which implies an ave-
rage percentage of migrants/male population of 31 per cent,
slightly less than one-third of the active male population,
For the period 1960-1975, the ratio of recruits to active

men of working age declined to an average of 14 per cent,
which implies an average ratio of migrants to men of working
age of 1l9per cent, or nearly one-fifth of the aotive male
population, (for the period 1960-1969 the ratios were res-
pectively 15 and 20 per cent; and for the period 1970-1975,
it was 13 and 17 per cent respectively),

During our field investigation, certain indications were
given in interviews and group discussions which may help to
explain why migrant labour fell in importance during the
1960s, It was said that the forced cultivation of cotton

as vell as of chibalo labour caused men to flee to the mines,
The abolition of forced labour and forced cultivation in the
early 1960s - due to the rise of the liberation struggle as
well as mounting international criticism of Portuguese colo=-
nialism ~ took the pressure off the flux to the mines, How-
ever this is not to say that mine recruitment became unimpor-
tant; the statistics show that one out of every five men con=-
tinued to be away working in the mines at any one time,

The importance of migrant labour for the districts of Mass~
inga, lorrumbene and Zavala is shown in GRAPH form and the
Attached tables., It was impossible to get reliable population
data for Homoine, so we excluded this area alghough field
research was carried out there, The percentage of recruits

to active male population was 15 per cent for lassinga; 17 per
cent for Vorrumbene and Zavala, although within each district

there are large variations,

An attempt was made to check whether recruitment in Inhambane
showed seasonal variations, i/e selected a sample of three 2
distinct years, 1966, 1971 and 1973 (of which 1966 constzt:;o
& peak recruitment year, and 1971 and 1973 low yea's) an L
éxamined the spread of recruitment over the different mon

of those years, The table below shows the results:
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Month ? % of recruitment
total

January % g
FYLPURrY 11,3

G 9.0

April % 8.8

. 9,1

June .t

July % 8,3

fuguge 8.4

September f 8.3

October % 8. L

November : 6.9

December % L6

...............................................................................................................................................

An even spread over the months would make each month's per=
centage of men recruited 8,33 per cent, The table shows,
thus, that seasonal variations are not strongly evident,
except fora drop at the end of the year, in November and
December, which months are the planting season,
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PERCENTAGE OF MIGRATION OF WORKERS TO S.A
FROM MASSINGA DISTRICT 1960 -1976

PERCENTAGEM DE SATDA DE TRABALHADORES PARA A AFRICA DO SUL
NO DISTRITO DE MASSINGA 1960=1976

ANOS/YEARS  POP.ACTIVA MASC.  MOVIMENTO MIGRATORIO % DE MIGRANTES

ACTIVE MASC.POP.  SIZE OF MIGRATION % OF MIGRANTS
(20-60)
1960 23 602 4846 20
1961 21 473 4390 18
1962 25 344 4170 16
1963 26 215 4516 17
1964 27 086 5431 20
1965 27 957 4595 16
1966 28 828 5225 18
1967 29 699 4320 14
1968 30 570 4184 14
1969 31 441 4057 13
1970 %2 311 5555 17
1971 33 618 4308 13
1972 34 925 4878 14
1973 36 232 3795 10
1974 37 539 4226 11
1975 38 846 4178 11
1976 40 153 607 2
Os ndmeros considerados These numbers refered

only the workers re-
CfUitﬂd BY We ".L.‘ .

referem-se Unicamente
aos trabalhadores recruta-
dos pela WeN.L.A,



ANOS/YEARS POP.ACTIVA MASC,
ACTIVE MASC POP .

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975

1976

NOTA: Bs nUmeros considerados
referem-se Unicamente

08 trabalhadores recru=-
tados pela W,N.L.A.

PERCENTAGEM DE SAIDA DE TRABALHADORES PARA A AFRICA DD SUL
NO DISTRITO DE MORRUMBENE 1960 1976

PERCENTAGE OF MIGRATION OF WORKERS TO S.A.
FROM MORRUMBENE DISTRIET 1960 1976

(20-60)

14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
19

15

514
591
668
745
822
899
976
053
130
207
279
395
511
627
743
859

975

MOVIMENTO MIGRATORIO
SIZE OF MIGRATION

2751
2854
2666
2821
3175
1919
3045
2341
2414
2340
2795
2118
2393
2025
2503
2580

502

% DE MIGRANTES
% OF MIGRANTS

19
19
18
19
21
13
20
15
16
15
18
14
15
13
16

16

Theso m.nt_:éro .rofered
only the workers recruited

ay M.NQL.AO



PERCENTAGEM DE SATDA DE TRABALHADORES PARA A AFRICA DO SUL

NO DISTRITO DE ZAVALA

- 1960 - 1976

PERCENTAGE OF MIGRATION OF WORKERS TO S.A
FROM ZAVALA DISTRICT 1960 1976

n@AEARS POP.ACTIVA MASC. MOVIMENTO MIGRATORIO
ACTIVE FASC, POP. SIZE OF MIGRATION

(20-60)
1960 13 787
1961 13 941
1962 14 095
1963 14 249
1964 14 403
1965 14 557
1966 14 711
1967 14 865
1968 15 019
1969 15 173
1970 15 326
1971 15 557
1972 15 788
1973 16 019
1974 16 250
1975 16 481
1976 16 712

2660
2765
2549
2086
2285
2095
3120
2329
2502
2280
2454
2126
2512
2035
3008
3701

528

T: 0s (meros considerados

referem-se dnicamente os
trabalhadores recrutados

pala WeN.L.A,

% DE MIGRANTES
% OF MIGRANTS

19
20
18
15
16
14
21
16
17
15
16
14
16
13
18

22

Thoso numbors refered
only the workers reaorufte

By u.NOLlA.



MINE LABOUR ORGANISATIONS (WENELA) LYD,

EAST COAST ADMINISTRATION

PROGRESSIVE COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF OUTPUT - 1975/1976

NOVEMBER
1976

AMPS

0 DISTRICT:

Alto Mahé 537
gui J& 5
macia =

Magude = -

manhiga =
Ma 1 - 656
Xinavane =

TOTAL:

HALAND DISTRICT:
Yei-Xai 1,623
Alto Chengane -
Chibuto -
Inharrime -
Manjacaze E
la ala -

TOTAL:

INHAMBANE DISTRICT:
Maxixe 2,037
Funhalouro -
Homoine -
Jangamo -
Massinga -
Morrumbene -
Panda -
Vilanculos -

TOTAL::
QETENTIONS FORWARDED:
TOTAL:
fie Jects
Detained
Deserted

TOTAL REJ., DET. & DES.
80LD, ETC,
COAL

I0TAL via R. Garcia

GRAND TOTAL:
GOLD
COLLIERIES

30th November s 1976

2,193

1,623

2,037
846
6,699

12
932

944

5,428
327

5,755

5,755

JANUARY/ NOVEMBER

1976 1975
4,154 10,527
807 6,508
1,820 6,154
578 3,576
863 4,726
7,293 2,642
__386 _2,186
15,901 36,319
2,915 7,498
79 1,950
629 5,251
425 2,134
694 7,962
528 3,453
5,270 28,248
2,658 1,057
173 2,472
528 2,537
539 2,731
607 3,635
502 2,339
230 938
1,049 5,614
6,286 21,323
2,130 6,251
29,587 92,141
89 363
2,230 6,432
21 90
2,340 6,885
23,959 76,064
3,288 9,192
27,247 85,256
28,459 106,807
684 18,486
1 263

INCREASE

4,651

1,601

DECREASE

6,373
5,701
4,334
2,998
3,863

1,800
20,418

4,583
1,871
4,622
1,709
7,268
2,925

22,978

2,299
2,009
2,192
3,028

708
4,565

15,037
4,121

62,554

274
69

4,545

52,105
5,904

58,009
20,339

78,348
17,802
262
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AGRICULTURE IN INHAMBANE PROVINCE
g—— > g ~— e e e

The main objective of this chapter is to provide background
i{nformation on agricultural developments in Inhambane pPro-

vince, The informetion, which we derived from the agricule

gural censuses of 1965, 1970 and 1973, as well as from the
field reports of our study group, is still far from complete
for the purpose of analysing the political economy of the
province, However, it does give us basic data and certain
trends of agricultural development, Aspects of the politieal
economy of the area, and more specifically, the relation bee
t¢ween its agricultural development and its function as a
veserve for migrant labour, will be dealt with in subse=
quent chapters,

Rainfa_]_.l pattern and distribution

Conditions of agriculture in Inhambane province, and speci=-
fically as far as the peasant economy is concerned, are ex=
tremely dependent on rainfall, Lack of adequate water re-
sources (such as big rivers or lakes) as well as the low
level of technology in use, does not overcome this basic
dependency, but only allows for the best possible adaptaw

- tdons within this major limitation through selection of
~ erops and cultivation techniques,

The map overleaf shows the pattern of rainfall in the proe
vince, 1 The rainy season varies from 4 to 8 months depende
ing on the geographical location of the area, It is most
favourable along the coastal strip (and more so in the
southern part) and much less so further inland, There is
least rain in the districts of Massinga, Panda and Vilans

culos,
Soil Types

© In the province of Inhambane, 4 main soil types can be dise

tiﬂsuiahed. They have the following general characteristics
and applications:

1) Sandy-clay soil or *red! earth:
This is relatively poor soil whieh produces maize, ground-

m“:’u beans, sweet potatoes, citrus fruits, cashev and coco=
mu ’

H— —

14The map distinguishes three types of climate:
v 1 wet tropical savannah with sqfficient moisture for
the growth of forests
Bav: ary steppe climate with dry winter
B8 : dry steppe climate
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2) sandy soil or wvhite earth

This is the poorest soil which ocan produce o

nl -
puts and in some places, cashew, Y ground

nuring the colonial period it was these soils that were
used by the peasantry for cash-crop production, The more

fertile land was mostly occupied by the colonial land
nolders (latifundario),

3) Nhaca soil

This is very fertlle land since it has a high organic
gontent, and it is well supplied with water, Cotton, maize
sunflover, sesame, beans, cassava, citrus fruits, sweet po_'
tatoes, onion, cashew, coconut, etc, all grow well in this
type of soil,

This heavy soil requires the use of a plough, and thus cannot
be cultivated by those peasants who only possess hoes and
have not sufficient income to rent a plough,

4) "Machongo'" soil

This is the most fertile soil,found along rivers and lakes,
It produces, apart from those crops already mentioned under
3, rice, sugar cane and vegetables,

_ggcupation of land

In Inhambane province, the land cultivated by latifundarios
gonstituted about 28% of the cultivated area, In total, 176
such enterprises occupied 121,114 ha, which is equivalent to
one-third of the total area of the province, 1 This number

of enterprises in fact remained fairly stable considering

that in 1942 there were 137 such latifundia's, ? Their im=-
portance doesnot only relate to the size of the area occu=-
pled, but furthermore they: were located on the more fertile
soils, The table below shows the distribution of latifundia's
by district as well as average area occupiled,

l,Bstatfsticas Agricolas de Mogambique - 1970, Missdo de
Inquérito Agricola de Mogambique, 1973, page l.

2,In comparison, in Lourengo larques, the number of these
enterprises rose from 259 in 1942 to 547 in 1970, in
Zambésia from 121 to 421, and in Nampula from 145 to 638,
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Distribution by district of Latifundias

LATIFUNDIAS
DISTRICT Mo, Area (ha) Averagce area occupied
e by eaeh guch enterprise
Govuro 3 10,209.7 3,403
Homoine a1 15,261,6 727
Inhambane 35 34,459,9 6827
Inharrime 20 11,544,9 577
Massinga 19 12,906,5 679
laxixe 15 10,914,2 728
Morrumbene Ly 20,023,5 L5
Panda 5 64g,6 217
Vilanculos 2 L4,600,0 2,300
Zavala 3 894,5 298

0f the area occupied by the latifundia's, only 1,5% was cul-
tivated with annual crops and horticulture, 8% had trees,
24% was pasture and 63% remained umised,

The report of the Homoine brigade pentions land shortage in
golonial times, This was because the fertile land (machongo
and nhaca) was occupied by settlers,

ith respect to the peasantry, the average land holding was

2 hectares, Only Gaza and Niassa have higher averages

(2,2 ha/holding), These are some very small holdings with
less than 0,1 ha, It is anteresting to r>te, froo the point
¢f view of infernal differentiation of the peasantry, that

4% have land holdings with more than 5 hectares (the national
average in 1970 was 2,7 hectares), These holdings occupy

16% of the total area (national average 13o4%). This repre=
sents more than the total area occupied by holdings with

less than 1 ha (12%).

The table below illustrates in more detail this description,

1OEIA.I--. 1l QB.citO k] 1965
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Percentage of Cultivators and Land Holding
by size of holdingl

SIZE OF LAND % OF % OF ARBA
HOLDING CULTIVATORS OCCUPTED
(0,1 ha 0,2
0,1 ha €0,5 ha 11,8 12
0.5 ha <1 ha 22,8
1 ha X2 ha 3643 30
2 ha—5 ha 24,3 42
>5 ha L.O 16

e verified, using 14 samples of the agricultural enquiry
of 1965, that there exists a positive correlation between
the size of holding and ovmership or hire of ploughs, How=
ever it is not possible to say which one of these factors
causes the other,

The information relating to the system of land distribution
is incomplete, In the colonial period the most common method
wvas through inheritance, This provided the possibility for
the developnment of a system of private property, but it did
not lead to the buying and selling of land as a widespread
practice,

In Canda there was a relative shortage of land due to the
extensive cultivation of coconuts, These used &lmost all
the available land, with the result that new-comers could
not cultivate this principal product,

Ownership of land meant ownership of trees, Those without
trees had to request the tree owners for the use of their
land for subsistance production, This did not give them any
right to the produce from the trees on that land,

In that region latifundia did not exist because the area had
been considered a native reserve since 1911, In the 1950s
an increase in agricultural co-operatives was initiated by
the colonial authorities, Zntrance to these co-operatives
was restricted to those peasants who already possessed rele
atively large tracts of land (more than 3 ha). The members
0f the co~operatives were almost exclusively composed of the
traditional colonial authorities = regulos (chiefs); cebos
(their agssistents) and their families, The majority of the
Peasants hacd small plots of land, with little or no access
to coconut production, and often with insufficient production

l.Recenseamento agricola de lMogambique, 1965.
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production to satisfy the barest essentials of life, :

puring the transition period the 'machonge!and 'nhaca!
which was previously occupied by settlers, became free
some places (e.,g. Homoine) this land was occupied spontane=

ously. In others {rg« Cambine) its resdistribution was carre

jed out under the guidance of the base level political -
ization (the Groupo Dinamizador), organ

In

The case of l‘uchava cell in Homoine, shows that the redise
tribution of the '"machongo' in the transitional period was
unequal, so that it is the intention of the Grupo Dinamizador
to redistribute this lend again (see Table overleaf),

Distribution of 'nhaca'® is made basically a function of the
ownership or ability to hire ploughs (in that, as we have
discussed earlier, the heaviness of the soil is such that

it is impossible to cultivate without ploughs),

ég_:_‘icul tural Production

According to the agricultural censuses of 1965 and 1973, the
major food crops are groundnuts, maize, beans and cassava,
These constitute the basic diet of the local peasantry, OFf
secondary and subsidiary importance for subsistence require~
ments are rice, millet, sweet potatoes and sorghum,

It appears that cassava was introduced on a'large scale only
in the 1930 as a result of colonial policy, This was because
in comparison with the existing food crops at that time,
cassava requires a smaller labour input becquse of its easier
conditions of cultivation, and furthermore requires less rain,
Recently, the shortage of labour on the land and the lack

of rainfall has tended to ‘increase the land given over to

the cultivation of cassava,

Cver the recent period groundnut production has fallen cone
siderebly (for reasons explained below), which has led to
the increased use of cashew in the local diet,

The map overleaf shows the distribution of the principal
¢rops in the province, 1 rrom the agricultural statistics
of 1970 four aspects are important:

1, Although the 'latifundiats! occupied 28% of the area cule

tivated, their contribution in terms of annual crops is eX=
tremely limited, This can be seen from the fact that the

1« CARVALHO, Mério de, Agricultura tradicional de logame
blque, Lourepgo llarques, 1969, Appendice III,
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No. of Sweet Average Cotton ‘Naof trees

Region Cassava Sorghum Maize Rice Groundnuts Beans Millet potatoes Tobacco area (ha) % of area .er agricul-
% % % % % % % % % cultivated tural unit
cashew coconut
83 S 43.3 21.0 4i- —— 6.3 29.4 s ——— 1.6 -—— 17.0 ——
84 —— 16.3 3.7 === "2.2 25,1 52,7 - - 1.5 - 27.0 ——
85 e 44,9 45.0 0.3 5.5 4.4 - - -——- 2.0 1.9 15.0 ——
86 -——- Se7 956l === 7.8 6«3 24,1 e ——— 1,3 -—— 27.0 -——
87 5.9 5.0 48.2 === 11.7 28,9 0.3 - - 2.0 0.6 36.4 -
88 15.4 10.7 321 w=- 16.8 24,9 e - - 1.6 -—— 37.0
89 15,7 0.9 42,2 === 14,3 14,9 7.9 - -—— 1.7 8.5 24.0 3.0
98 3¢5 0.3 47.8 === 18.3 27.3 2.7 - - cal 0.2 S58.5 4.2
99 23.6 9.9 32,2 13,3 19.8 1.1 -—— 0.1 0.0 1.7 1.9 41.0 3.3
100 29.9 0.3 3l.1 0.0 26.7 31:3 0.0 0.3 0.2 2,2 5.0 S0.3 66.5
101 11.4 ——— 3646 0.0 35.1 16.9 —— 0.0 0.0 3.0 —— 78.0 2243
102 16.3 -—— 39.8 1.6 27.2 15.2 - - 32 -— S0.0 S.0
103 31.6 -—- 26.8 Ded © 2761 14,3 —— - - 1.6 7.4 19.3 2.3
104 48,0 —— 0.8 0.3 48.9 2.0 - 0.0 -— 0.9 —-— 58.0 67.0
105 30.7 -—= 43,6 === 20.0 Se7 — - —— 2,9 9.3 28.8 21.2
106 21.5 — 36.1 0.0 40.2 2.2 -—- 0.0 —- 2,5 0.7 41.6 S.6
110 6.5 11,7 66,8 === 11,0 4.0 —— -— -— 2.7 -—- 3.0 ===
119 14,1 -—- 43,0 === 10.4 32.5 -— - - 1.8 —— 23.0 ===

120 22.3 -— 15.6 2.5 56.1 3.5 —— - —— 1.9 — 26,5 <we-
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asant sector produced 98% of maize, 9 of
100% of cassava, 99% of beans, 100% ;f g(flletgrgzzdﬁ;t:ic
100% of sorghum as well as 96% of cotton, In.actual L& teo
jatifundia's specialised in coconut, sugar and meat prof '
duction. -

2, In the colonial period, the productivity of both the
1atifundia and peasant sectors was less than the national
average.

wor example, in the peasant sector, we have the following
comparison

pomgie  [liomlivemss o feimeess
Cotton 0,30 5 1)
Groundnuts 0,22 041l
Rice 0,21 0,43
Beans 035 0,10
Cassava 5,68 2,77
Millet 0.29 0,01
llaize 0,42 ‘ Vi

This low productivity could be for various reasons, poor or
infertile soils, lack of water and lack of manpower, It is
not possible to say which single factor is the most important,

The peasant sector 1s characterised by lack of modern teche
nology, such as selected seeds, fertillsers, pesticides, etc.

It is interesting that Inhambane has low productivity even
though it has a relatively high quantity of instruments of
production ecompared with the national average,

3, In perennial cultivation, however, Inhambane is the
leading province in production:

56,1. of coffee trees (1eading province)
21,7% of caju trees (second leading province)
36,6% of coconut trees ( L " o )
51,7% of pineapples (1eading province)
56,5% of guavas ( " " )

" " )
" " )
)

34,0% of orange trees
82,4% of tangerines
65,0% of mafurra

e T e

The introduction of trees (a permanent erop) reinforces the
tendency for private ownership of land,
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4, Vith the abolition of forced cultivation in 1962. th
was a break in the pattern of land use, especially wj..th pr
respect to cotton, This can be seen from the following
table,

Year Production (metric tons)
1959 95300
1960 11,700
1961 5,100
1962 3,000
1963 1,000
1964 14500
2973 678

As a general observation, there have been gradual changes
in the pattern of agricultural production leading to an ine
crease over time of production of cash crops and a consequent
decrease of production for home consumption, It also seems
that crops which need larger quantities of labour time have
been gradually abandonecd, The reason for this appears to
be that surplus labour for the mines wvas extracted from the
peasant economy, thereby creating a relative shortage of
manpower in agriculture, Such relative shortage seems to
have been overcome through changing the pattern of culti=-
vation in favour of labour saving crops,
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eans of Productlon: Ploughs and eattle

the analysis Of soclal differentiation of
shows that the utilisation of ploughs and
¢rated within the middle peasants,

the peasantiy
cattle is concen-

The great majority of ploughs and cattle in Mozambigue are
found in the southern provinces (see GRAPHS overlea:f‘). One

of the reasons for this may be that most of the area of the
northern provinces is affected by tsetse fly, The only
northern province with cattle is the coastal strip of Zamb&sia
province., Another possible explanation is that this large
concentration of cattle in the southern provinces could be
the result of money’ entering from migrant labour in the

South African mines,

The Homoine Brigacde analysed,in some detail, the system of
organisation and reprocduction of cattle, Three ways of
acquiring cattle exist, Cattle may be bought or they may

be borrowed, UVhen calves are born as a result of the loan,
the first head goes to the owner of the cow, the next to the
person to whom it was loaned, Occasionally cattle are also
inherited,

In Homoine it was found that only 60% of the families who
had cattle in 1965 still have them nine years later, in
1974, Thus 40% of families were not able to reproduce the
cattle stock over time, lMoreover, the major source for
the reproduction of cattle stocks is from mine amlz—les,
If these salaries are not available it will lead in the
medium term to a lowering of cattle numbers,

In Pembe, in 1975 and 1976, there was & large number of
deaths of cattle because of drought, In Quissico,there are
often cattle losses because of lack of chemicals for the
anti-tick cattle dips, lMany ploughs cennot be used, or

are used with donkeys, because of the shortage of cattle,
Cattle buying depends heavily on mine wages, it 17 thozefore
difficult to know how these shortages will be overcome in
the next few years, given the reduced access to mine labour
and the increase in the price of cattle,

The GRAPH overleaf shows the growth in number of ploughs and
cattle, as well as in donkeys, pigs and goats, in the period
1944-1973, The Pembe, Quissico and Homoine brigades all
suggest that plough acquisition, on a relativelv 777" ~onle,
began in the 1950s.

The following GRAPH, using 14 samples from the 1965 agricule
hi . census, shows the relationship between ownership or
Te of ploughs and area of land,

Plough uge begins when land holding is only 0.5 - 03290?‘“
‘1"“311}' through hiring, and increases with the amoun O i
o‘;nd held, Normally only people who own more than 5 he

land ovym ploughs,
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P8 between owners
rest of the Peasantry,

mhere are 4 types of soclal relationshi
of ploughs and Oattle. and the

1, There is a form of mutual aid-called 'tsima' b
T the owners of ploughs and:eattle, 1 etween

2, A system of lending and borrowing of Ploughs and cattle
when plough owmers co not have cattle and cattle owners
do not have ploughs,

j, llembers of the same family can oftem borrow cattle aid
* without payment (Cambine) or for a reduced e s (Ouiga:::f)m

L, Hire of ploughs and/or oxen for a medium payment of 2008 -
3004 per hectare (Homoine and Quissico),

Falling productivity of land due to land-use system

In almost all the areas studied, there-has been a drop in
land productivity in the last few years,?

In Homoine and Pembe, there seems to have been a gradual
deterioration of the soil over time, in the following way,.
Pembe (and to a lesser extent Homoine) were considered the
"oentre of groundnut production,within the province in the
1950s and 1960s, In the 1950s, production of cashew and
goconut was introduced on a large=scale for the export mare
ket, It was the first time that these areas had any poss~
ibility to earn money from agriculture as an alternative

to migrant labour, The cashew and coconut trees occupied
the worst land which was the land also used for groundnut
production, Groundnuts require sun and the trees shade

the goundnuts, The rapid rise in tree numbers has Jled
after 1970 to a reduction in groundnut production, Recene
tly groundnuts have been substituted by cashew nuts for
local consumption which has also led to a reduction of
agricultural receipts from the sale of ecashew nuts,

It seems that in‘the last few years, cashew nut production
has also dropped, It is difficult to ascertain the exact
reason for this but the brigades did put forward some poSS=
ible reasons,

The land is already of poor quality and when full of trees

it cannot regenerate itself as in the past, There is not
enough land to practice traditional rotation techniques,

h—-_

l,Accordin lough and oxen owners

g to the Homoine report the plou

formed a "work group" system after the Party reorganisoc: the
8ystem of matsima in a more equal way, They now refuse to

Plough the land of other peasants without payment.

3oLead1n,g to a rise in the price of groundnuts from 103 to
3% 1n 1977,

JsThis part derives from a long discussion wi
of the Lgricultural College in Inhamussua,

th the teachers
Homoine .
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rembe, at least, the cashew trees are
ggether which leads to lower productivitgl?r;:::dt;:r{r:éose
ow large and need more space between them, In Pembe t::
¢raditional system of rotation is not widely prac-tised :
npeople change their land from time to time", 1In Homo;.ne
rotation is still practised, Only those peasants vith
small holdings say they do not wuse rotation, but there
are large differences in the ratio of cultivated to fallow
jand, The medium peasants on average use a ratio 1:1 Oth-
ers use from 5:1 to 3:1, .

There has recently been an increase in plant diseases (for
example, roseta). It is possible that these diseases are

related to the reduction of the fallow period in more re-

cent years,

In Pembe, plough ownership increased after 1955 anc this
led to an increase in cultivated land and tree planting,
thereby diminishing forests and pastures,

In summary it seems that the increase in market procduction
has had an adverse effect on food crop production, cattle
raising, and the fertility of the soil,

Conclusions

As migrant labour to South Africa decreases, the agricul-
tural population of Inhambane will probably increase, There
will be an increased number of producers dependent on mare
ket production, presumably with cashew and coconut trees
predominating, This will lead to a greater pressure on

the land, and in the absence of any other changes, to
further deterioration of its fertility.

More resporch will have to bo done on the poscibility of
introducing new crops and new methods of cultivation which
would allow for production of both subsistence and cash
crops without depleting the fertility of the soil,

However, regional specialisation within the province with
respect to crop production will remain restricted by agrie
culture's heavy cependence on rainfall, Peasants will ale
most certainly never agree to change their pattern of crop
Production, if due to the vagaries of the weather, any new
Pattern threatens their livelihood,

Apart from this, therc areo severe problems of cormorcial-
isation of agriculturel production at the moment which will
Reed to be overcome, For example, the shopkeepers do not
buy groundnuts at the moment because they say that the pro=
fit margin is too small to transport small quantities of
froundnuts over large distances when the local population

;; aubatitUtine‘ cashew nuts for groundnuts in the local
ot,
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pistribution of workers and average sala in
r panufaocturing industry in Inhambano 11912\_

No, of Average
Workers salary
/month
Food industries 761 e b
Textiles e 1,130
Wood and furniture 14738 Lsh
Paper 16 1,406
Electricity & water 51 2,107
Total * 2,588

(* The total for Mozambique equals 94,847 which implies
a share of 2,7% for Inhambane province,)

The number of industrial establishments_begun_in_ three
periods for Imhambane, compared with Maputo,

Inhambane IVaputo

Before 1965 38 380
From 1965 - 1970 34 271
From 1970 = 1973 10 189

——
S ————

Total 82 840
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THE PENETRATION OF THE MONEY ECONOMY

Our attempt to periodise the process of iutegration of the
santry of Inhambane province into the money economy is
pot, as yet, the outcome of a systemetic collection of infore
pation, Therefore, only major tendencies within the develop-
gent of the money economy will be outlined, and even these

remain hypotheses which need further study,

fne thing, however, is certain : cash income has been an impor-
tant factor in the life of the peasantry during the whole of
this century., However, the period 1935-40 appears to have
eonstituted an important turning point with regard to the
penetration of money into the peasant economy in terms of
poth the form it took and its intensity, Therefore, as a
first attempt at periodisation, we shall distinguish between
the periods before and after this turning point., As regards
to the former period, we shall only attempt to outline some
general tendencies, while for the second period, a more de=-
tailed study will be made of its major developments in intee
gration of the peasantry into the money economy,

Jirst Period : wugtid 1935/40

Already in the last century, money became introduced into
the peasant economy; - at first until about 1870, through
hunting and trading of ivory, and subsequently hunting for
skins until 1880, As a result, certain commodities such as
ioported iron hoes and blankets were introduced within the
Society as "normal" family possessions, DlMoreover, and more
importantly, men were already to a certain extent withdrewn
from participation in subsistence production.

Towards the end of the last century and the beginning of the
Present, the penetration on a larger scale of Portuguese colo=
malism accelerated the peasant's dependence on money income,

ma jor mechanisms induced by or rasulting from colonial
Poliecy can be distinguished:

1, The introduction of hut tax

th the consolidation of the colonial presence, the financial
Becessities of the colonial administration increased greatlyj

hline the peasantry was an obvious source of income as can

——

l'i'r"‘m@. "Changes in diet and production in Southern Nogame
ique, 1855-1960", Mimeo 1976,
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pe seen from the following table:
Budget of Inhambane District for 191314 1
Total Recéipts 1,072,550800 100%
Source of Receipts:
Hut tax 650,000800 60, 6%
Migration Tax 200,0008$00 18,6%

(paid by miners)

2, The occupation of the better land by settlers (above all

the 'machongos! -~ the browner, fertile land), the evacuation

of cattle in 1908 (result of East Coast fever) and the dual
striction of access to hunting, considerably diminished

Ee possibility of surviving only on the base &Ff agricul ture

and hunting, This increased the need to obtain money outside

agricultural activity. 2

3, Vith the arrival of settlers around 1910 the search for
gheap labour for use in the district began, This was achieved
through the imposition of forced labour, To escape this, the
family could either settle further inland, which meant accepte
ing more difficult agricultural conditions, or, in the case

of the men, go to the mines, which implied slightly better

payment,

The labour force available for subsistence production was
thus doubly diminished, firstly by the loss of those who went
to the mines thus avoiding forced labour, and secondly, for
& short period around 1920, by the practiee of forcing women
to participate in road building,

4, From about 1920 onwards, the bride-price was generally
paid in money, which itself is a reflection of the degree to
which money had entered the peasant economy, The chronic
Beed for money on the part of the peasant led to a continuous
rise in the bride-price as well as premature marrying of
‘huahtera, because of the precarious financial position of
the family, Furthermore, in most cases, fathers no longer
g2ve the bride~price obtained from the marriage of their
dughters to their sons for their marriages, as was tradit
tionally the custom, Thus, the young men were forced to be=
fome migrant labourers in order to earn the necessary money
for payment of the bride-price, As such, the payment of

the bride-price became a ma jor factor in turning young men
into migrant labourers, The Note entitled Lobolo = Bride-6
Price gives the changing price and form of lobolo from 191
%o the. present,

\

“Govenort g Report 1911-12, Inhambane District, Lourengo

H‘quues' 19120 Pe70,

2.2
10eJ, Young' op.cit.,
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o virtual non-existence at that tim

well id work, these four mechanisms can geogez:a::n:bly

srect catalyst for movement of migrant labour to South
can mines, as the only realistically accessible way to

spen £0 peasantry to optain money, It is interesting to

hs0rVe that initially the colonial authorities

accepted
o payments in pounds, 1In fact, this foreign exchazlige COne

ipal currency in lMocambi

situted the princ ¢ambique in the fir
;,cadeﬂ of this century. As the budget for 1913/14 ah{:ow:t
,most eighty per cent of Inhambane's colonial adminiatra:;ive

grpenses were paid with money from the mines, since the hut
sax vas also paid out of wages,

y short study published by the Lisbon Geographical Societyl

refering to the Homoine district described the followi
situation for 1924 : that out of a sum total of £22,000

. sarned by mining labour, £15,000 was surrendered through tax
and the remaining £7,000 used for other expenses - mainly
1sholo (brideprice). The same study indicates that the

loholo price at this time was fifteen times higher than the

anmmual tax,

™e essential feature of this period was therefore that the
pnetration of money into the peasant economy did not take
place through the introduction of cash-crop production, but
sioply that peasants were forced to sell their labour to
South African mines, In other words, agriculture never
supplied surplus which could be appropriated by the colonial
state, This is not to say that the peasantry did not ex-
shange part of their production for other consumer products,
{,8y cloth, hoes, crockery, etc,, but that the extent of

- production was insufficient and so limited exchange to cer=
tain products (rubber and wax till 1920-30; groundnuts, maize,
%ans and some cashew nuts later),

Te introduction of lobolo to be paid in money and above all
e "coming of age tax" (substituting the hut tax! levied on
"ery adult of 18, introduced in 1920) had the effect of for=
*ing nearly all the young men to labour in the mines., These
#nditions and the resulting necessity to do migrant work

| E"’ given rise to various sayings in the area, such as: )

Y 2 nan who has been to the mine is a real (adult) man
444 OF ,,,,, "a teenager has got to eat a lot to be able

::ork in South Africa", These sayings have clear economic
ots,

———

Lm ﬂ m Nunes, "Apontamientos para or estudo da queati:
de 0 de obra do Distrito de Inhambane sob a influenc

 *megracdo para o Transvaal com especial referéncia a
:1rmacr:|.9’a',o Civil de Homoine", Boletim da Socied:de de
“o%grafia de Lisboa, série N? 46 (1928), N2 5-6, maio

Dy D.110-1u7,

,
The Annual tax was £1 and lobolo $15.
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, period 1935 up_to Independence

peginning of this period the colonial stat
:n:g:d to broaden and intensify its grip ove ° Spparatus

r the pea
the spreading and consolidation of its reprzsa::::trie’
pistrative machinery, Through these channels, colonial
jicy became an active instrument in accel

erati!].g the -
sration of the money economy, Whilst before, the peasarﬁ:?;
s principally linked with the market economy through the

se11ing of their labour power, in this period cash crop

p,.oduction was gradually established under the hea han
solicy of the colonial state, i e

s, The Period 1935=40 up to 1962-064,

jorced cultivation of crops, as well as more systematic

mforcement of tax collection and forced labour, were the
oipal instruments of the colonial state to foster the

prther integration of the peasantry in the money economy,

me forced cultivation of cotton, and to a lesser extent of
rice, constituted the principal instrument to turn the pea=
sant producer into an agricultural petty commodity producer,
\s a result more labour time of the peasant family had to

e spent on these crops, which given the level of technology,
implied reduced production for owm. consumption, So, for
sxample, under the system of forced cultivation of rice, the
golonial policy prohibited consumption of the crop by the
peasant family, and forced selling was imposed, which implied
that often the peasant family had to buy part of its own

food requirements, The system of forced cultivation and sale
of cash crops was further compounded by the fact that prices
offered for crops were set at the lowest possible level, thus’
tllowing for the extraction of surplus through unequal exchange,

furthermore, both tax collection and forced labour were more
fystematically enforced through the increased presence of
e colonial state and its infrastructures,

Me combined effect of this intensification of colonial
pression and exploitation of the peasantry led to a rise in
sgrant labour to the South African mines where conditions
for obtaining cash income were at least marginally better,

it the end of the forties and beginning of the fifties, the
‘roduction of cashew as a cash crop reinforced the monotie

"ton process, Planting of cashew trees was done on the

Mae 50ils as were used for subsistence production, thus

“"“ine further subsistence crop cultivation. Cash income

from the sale of cashew was used to buy necessary food ANenSs

" The_period 1962~64 until 1974

The indtiation of the liberation struggles in the Portuguese

;olm“ as well as mounting international -*:\(:ti‘?'l:'l‘1 :%:t:':o
Mter 10“ colonialism, necessitated the colonia ition of

s policy, These conditions led to the abol

f
Teed laboup and of obligatory cultivation of crops. To
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teract the fall in production resulti
directly coercive measures to enforced
asction, t he colonial system had to adopt
d buying prices for crops as well as improved wage
levels. Furthermore, in the latter half of the sixties
there was @ significant development of credit fac:l.l:lti;g
to traders through the banking system (see Note entitled
gank Of Mogambique : Credit to Traders),

ng from the loss
cash crop Pro=
& policy of ime

reialisation of crops increased over the period although
s change in the pattern of crop production took place, On
she one hand, coconut production was introduced and spread
st a fast rate, and cashew production incpeased further over
this period, while on the other hand, cotton production bee
same much less popular, One reason for this was that the
gormer crops did not reguire much labour time, while cotton
{s a very labour-intensive crop. Cashew and coconut also
pad the further advantage that in a period of rain shortage,
they could be used for family consumption as well as for

sale,

Mgrant labour remained an integral and important part of

the peasant's activity. Although it dropped in relative
{mportance in comparison with the previous period, the wage
{ncreases at the mines starting from 1964/65 made it possible
for the peasantry to improve somewhat their material standard
of living, Cement floors began to appear in the houses, and

gven some brick houses were built, Access to consumer items

such as tea, parafin, simple furniture and crockery, as well
85 more durable ones like radios, bicycles, etc,, began to
increase through income from mine labour, Furthermore, mine
wges also constituted a source for buying ploughs and oxen,
and in fact, our field research indicated that this was the
grincipal source for buying these instruments of labour,

i3 2 result of this greater cash inflow into the peasant
sconomy, artisan production began to flourish, Builders,
#rpenters, tailors as well as traditional crafts such as
mt-veaving began to commercialise their products, and for

Mgificant numbers of them, this cons#dituted the principal
Wurce of income.

2 nany cases, such craft skills (especially carpentry and
#110rs) derived from experience gathered during the contracts
% the mines and the necessary instruments were bought out
* nine wages, Some of these craftsmen managed to earn suffie-
“nt income from their activities, and hence, did not need
“ontinue working on the mines, However, the crucial .
:cim is that income from mine labour indirectly made possie
.1; *he establishment of such petty commodity producm-o,,.l N
° it supplied the funds on which the trades flourished.

I':r:th" words, crafts developed principally because tl::i:an.
of g;r no longer engaged in activities such as conat?; g
Nch. family'tg dwelling, water ptts, sporage faclilit w:s;. '
Iuo.“:'r‘ traditionally the men's tasks because ™
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s Period After Independence

the establishment of th
mis period from e transitional e
¢ up to now, was characterised by sudden changes whigg".
mroaaed the peasantries dependence on income from min

(]
ubou.!‘.

sed, as for agricultural production,the lack d
ﬁ:drau'x led to a sharp drop in production of ma:[:g ixolz ;:2;;;-
wts after 1975. This was furthermore compounded by the
yreakdown of the commercialisation and transport network due
o the exodus of scttlers who controlled both wholesale and
retail trade. Credit facilities as well were considerably
reduced, which added to the overall impact (see Note entitled
sank of Mozambique =~ Credit to Traders), Finally, cashew
and coconuts were increasingly used for family consumtion,
¢ich reduced the marketable surplus and combined with govern-
gent imposed buying and selling prices (to protect the pea-
sant against exploitation by the traders), traders no longer

found it profitable to market gwiuced quantities with higher
sransportation costs,

The rise in wages on the mines following the strikes of

1973, led to an increased recruitment to the mines, Especially
in 1975 (when Malawi withdrew its labour from South African
gines) many peasants went to work on the mines, Thus, ine

¢gome from migrant labour increased considerably both in

sbsolute terms and as a percentage of family income, Builde
ing of houses, cisterns, etc,, as well as buying of cattle

and ploughs flourished during the initial years,

The abrupt reduction in recruitment due to the changed policy
of the Chamber of Mines as from 1976, combined with the cri-
#¢s in agricultural production, caused a heavy drop in the
#tandard of living of the peasantry, This can be seen, for
#xample, from the statement of a trader in Sitila who in

1975 used to have a turnover per day of 15,000300, whereas
' present it has dropped to 4,000800 only, Vhereas in

1975 this trader sold mainly ploughs, mills, water cisterns,
blankets and cement as well as food products, presently sales
ire almost exclusively food products.

The Conclusions sot¢tdon of this Report discusses the possible
‘sequences of further drops in migrant labour as well as
“scussing possibilities for amelioration of these problems.



Version 1’
year

1830 S00 - 800800
max. 1,000800

1940 1,500-2,000$00 depending
on the man*s family

1950~ began to rise

1960 3,000-4,000$00
depending on the
district

At
present 7,000-8,000500 plus
clothes for the

mother Amelaw, cloth & cotton,
iron cooking pots, for mother,

varying greatly from
person to person -
also depending on years
of schooling of the
daughter,

1. J.Jo
2. Verdcio
3, Jacinto

1930

1940~-1950

1964

19724/75

Version

1,500-1,200800 besides
a cloth and tunic for the
mother-in-law

+ 2,500$00

increased greatly

3,500/4,000 - 8,000400
"everyone doing what
they want"

No fixed price
5,000-6,000600 but
sometimes a cow,
clothes for mother,
father of daughter,
sack of rice, maize,
etc.,, "many things"

1916

1934/35

1950

: 1968

1974-77

Version 3°

¥ 1,000800 in gold

1,600$00 without any
thing else (he paid
this to his wife)

i- 2.00(300

+ 3,000 - 6,000$00

Vary variable
2,000 - 6,000800
"to gratify"” plus
clothes for mother-
and father-in-law,
and daughter,

and paying for
feast celebration

According to the Homoine and Pembe reports, bride-price
being paid in money began as from about 1915




e Rt de a o LT —

19656 : 1970 1972 | 1974 1975 l 1976 A9
General tratting - 1,360 ¥ .= 5,942 a1 3,486 29 ’;s.aes a8 1,885 27 7% a @ 1,880 4e='
Copre a0 1 1,90 6 6,885 17 1,800 10 215 3 . 300 3
Cashew 1810 10 | 3,920 1@ 9,015 3 47,771 63 5,025 20 1,37 5 | 1,780 11
Groundout . 85 3 210 4 6 8 1L,W6 8 I8 6 4,40 5 |
Rice . 200 1
Maize S0 1, %0 17 /1,9% 2 | 1,110 5‘ . 10 1 5.
Beane 5 E L 25 6 | 100 1 ; : :

Mussels . 38 9 | : ‘ "

Livestock 50 1 =2a0 2 1,017.54 @ 825 6
Fishing . s00 3 450

Forrestry . 800 1 . . s00 1 . 3,790

eFe s

Transporte 2,000 1 : 87.5

Others | I 779,27 | 380 5 63

10 1,

14,850 19 | 4,388 6

N N &

100 1 285 a4
| .

}
!

Total 6,080 35 10,192 76 [19,864.2 122:34,511 155 @ 13,975.5 61 18,590 42

- s —— . -
—_—— - S e S = g

8,108 36

" S 4 8 B8
.

® until 28:7:77
Others signifies: Hardware, Building, Motel Industry, Agua Dente Industry, Sociel Services, Carpentry, Milling, Glass

....... more than 29% of the total
1111111 more than S0% of the total




yote :

pistriot

Gavuro
Homo{ne
Inhambane
Inharrime
Massinga
Maxixe
Morrumbene
Panda
Vilanculos

Total

Bank of Mozambique

Credit to traders for buying of cashew nuts

1973/4 1974/5 1975/6  1976/7
10,000
4,700,00 1,100,000 150,000 350,000
300,000 75,000
200,000 230,000 200,000 100,000
2,725,000 400,000 250,000
16,859,000 2,190,000 975,000 200,000
1,125,000 100,000 150,000
685,000 300,000 300,000 100,000
600,000 200,000
27,294,000 4,595,000 2,025,900" 750,000
—_——————— oo I —_——




to sfstr-ict or locality.

1968 1970 1972 1974 1975 1976 1977 *

1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2l
Massinga 740 7 1,220 122 1,250 10 1,625 10 1,200 6
Maxixe 4,575 18 7,292 51 14,75Q.7 75 22,566 79 9,975.5 30 17.340 36 7 333 30
Homoine 125 2 675 8 1,750 13 5,056 32 750 6 400 3 450 3
Panda 150 2 705 5 595 8 1,135 6 30 1 300 1 100 1
Inharrime 30 . 1 100 1 100 1 330 S 330 3 200 1 100 1
Morrumbene 300 2 300 2 5972.5 8§ 1,908 19 500 a 350 3 120 1
Zavala 50 3
Iangamo g 2 229 3 50 4
Vilanculos 550 4 450 3 200 1
Mambone 260 6 550 3 940 1
Mavanza 700 1
Total 6,080 35 10,192 76 19,864.2 112 34,511 155 13,975.5 61 18,590 42 8,103 36

* up to 28,7.77




SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATION IN THE COUNTRYSTDE

mhe purpose of our investigation of the peasant b
amine the influence of migrant labour on the peasant econe
onmy, It is clear tha:u: not all peasant households rely on
and are affected by mine wages in the same vay, But in ore
der to discover the differential effects on different house~
. polds, it was first necessary to examine the social structure
of the Inhambane countryside, Two of the Brigade reports we
sent = (for Pembe, Homoinc; and for Maimela, Morrumbene )
« produce findings Uthat siiow that different strata of pea~
sants are differently involwvad i:ii vage labour, But in order
to look at these differentizi iuvolvements, we had first to
duce a scheme for J(lic study of the social differentiation
vithin the countryside,

ase was to

¥ithin the Province of Ilidiembane there are at least three
different systems of land usez “hich lead to different relae
tions on the land, They =zwe: as follows:

Areas of former colonised agriculture and labour tengnoey:
the former latifundia, (Maimela and Buvane in Cambine)

Areas of relatively open land frontier but relatively
severe water shortage. (Pembe; Sitila and other areas
in Morrembene)

Coastal strips where tree proprietorship places limita-
- /tions on the use of land., (Quissico-Canda; areas
along the Massinga coastal strip)

¥any areas do not #$all sharply into any one of these three
types, but are combination types (such as Homoine).

The settler-owvned latifurdia operated on the base of a com=
' Plex system of exploitatiun, It can neither be described
1" purely capitalist exploitation nor was it simply a feu=
|

dal type system, DRather i+ represented & complex intermingle
ing of elements of boih,detcominod by the productive forces
‘®wailable and the relative backunvdness of these, The

| ®8sential system, with various vaviations on the theme,

) Prang from the apprcpriation of the better land, part of
¥ilch was turned into pizrdstions and part of which was re~
Served for peasant tzi~rcy. <The labour force for the plan~
fations vasg obtained O‘i'.g,-i..y‘l in part (and usually a minor part)

ugh wage labour, and the major component sprang from *
 forceq labgur-rent from the peagant tenant of latifundia
lang, Furthermore, the peasant-tenant was forced to pay ihe
fent in xind (or in some cases in money ) of part 0"11'11 >
Produce he obtained rfrom his plot on latifundia land. .

18 system combined elements of feudal and capitalisec

form of A e all the latifundiSrad
the o . OXPloitation designed to glv of productive

fo return nossible with the state
Tces amilable.
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the other two types of areas there were no
Il::‘-"h' and no large estates, Land distributionlzgglgzgzn‘::bl
sontrolled by the !'traditional! system of inheritance and y
1and allocation, but this had been penetrated by the colonial
imposition of the cabo de terra (land-ChiefS) who could use
their powers of land distribution for politica

l and S0
oses, In the areas of relatively open land front:l_::xl-:l
1and acquisition also took the form of opening up new land

ough clearing the bush, 1In these cases the owmne
:gturﬁments of production and the size of the work-lf:gl;iz i:
the fanily obviously were important determinants of land
acquisition. In the coastal areas where coconut trees Pro=-
yided the principal source of income, opportunities were
guch more restricted to obtain land in this way, Here,
inheritance and the politics of "regulos" and "cabos de
terra" played a much more dominant role in acquisition of
trees, Also, in this case, the private ownership of trees
meant that they would be bought from the owners, People
with trees could cultivate the land of other owmers (paying
rent in kind), but had no access to the produce of the trees,

Unlike the Chinese countryside then, the essence of the
revolution among the peasantry was not a struggle against
feudal landlords, Correspondingly a class analysis of the
Inhambane countryside will not produce, especially since the
break-up of the latifundia, large landlords to whom the
peasants were subjugated and to whom they were also in mone-
tary debt, Some residual features of the latifundia system
remain, but not many, (See in the report onlaimela the fact
that evag after the GD re~distribution of the land, the two

riche)!at peasants are members of the family of the latifunda-
rio,

But if there is not exploitation in the classic feudal or
tapitalist sense, there are differences between the peasants
wiich much be located, These are the differences one would
expect within a peasant economy where essentially the peasant
household's production is based on petty commodity productionm,
Tat is, the family is not separated from the land, its
Reans of production, and the unit of the peasant household
is the unit of production and of consumption, But since
peasant economy has been drawn, by colonialism and by
®pitalism, into the national and the international market,
d has been penetrated by the money economy, certain signie
ficant differences have arisen within that society.

¥ located the following strata within the rural society of
Iﬂhmnbaneg

1. Ri h
=8I peasants
Te essential characteristic of this group is Ihalti;?:zcl
Use hired labour, though this is on an SE TR )trin group
d sometimes on a part-time basis. This 1s & t s!{mplo
and we located only two such peasants oty
°f masant households,
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yiddle Peasants,

___—-——-———-—-—
our working definition of the Middle or )e
gousehold consisted of the following:

2,
dium Peasant

4, Ownership and use of the instruments of produ
3 especially ploughs and oxen and often mi?l.)ls. ction,

41, ~ relatively sound agricultural base with pProduction

for the market, to varying degrees, as well as for
home consumption,

4ii, A relatively larger family household, i,e, household
labour force,

iv, Relatively larger land holdings,

v, The owvnership of relatively large numbers of trees
i.e., permanent crops,

vli, Sources of income from off=-farm activity i,e., crafts
and skills (See the material on Pes$ty Commodity
Craftsmen,

3y Poor peasants on the other hand, occassionally but not
generaly owned instrmients of productiong but hmd essenes;

flatly an unreliable .and unstinble dagricultiural production

..base, Accordingly they produced little for the market

and often too little to feed themselves, They, too, had
sources of income from crafts, but they appeared to
practice the simpler and less profitable crafts and to
earn relatively little from them, They worked less land,
and often. inferior land; they owned fewer trees; they had
smaller household labour forces,

§, Agricultural labourers,
These are extremely few, but could grow in number as the
‘seurves of wage labour from mine work are reduced. In
most instances the agricultural workers were part-time
workers, that is, they could not produce enough on their
own land and tried to work on the land of others for
part of the year., This group is clearly drawn from the
Poor Peasants,

5. Pott

, L commodity producers,
“ince many peasants households rely on crafts for sour:x;.s
of extra income, we classed as Craftsmen or Artisans only
those whose major source of income cane from such petty

Sommodity production,

r ‘.
: %‘ 2Pkeepers, traders and Transporters
s other words, an incipient commercial petit-bour%‘:g;iio
; though in the majority of instances this is an un: pro=
. class, For instance, some of the transporters ar

6
;uiding indispensible transport services in their area
¥ they are operating without licences.




No. of Questionnaires
. % with ploughs

. % with mills

No. of cashew trees
No, of coconut trees
Average work force
Ave, land holding

No. of miners away

Other wage work
(no. away)

Using this working definition of Middle and Noor Peasants, the Psasant
Households we interviewed were classified as follows, It will be clear that
the division according to the above criteria is maintained between the two strata:

'"-“'-““”'----------'"'--u-n---------------‘--n----o----‘u--------...a--.u--.-.---.--"...-...................‘....-..................-.;.....,.,A.-.............,.‘..-........-.--..,‘............-....J..__‘.-._.....“._....‘......-,A..‘.. s silmmsamammEsasasss LmsssadiTeassrisoieiscamsseead

; i ; ‘
M 0 H H U M B E N E § Z A V A'L A : }2 H D M D I N Eﬂ Q P E H B E

B T

. BUVANE MAIMELA @ SITILA | MINDU | CANDA | MUCHAVA: ~ MEU & ZAGANHE, oMo \AVATE & BEFANE
. Med,Poar: Med Poor :Med, Poor: Med Poor Med Poor Med, Poor Med.Poor : Med Poor Med, Poor Med,Poor: Med Poor

@0 12i 10 13 13 12; a 53 10 24 10 25; 17 eg 15 7 11 11 5 12, 11 10
€0 ag 60 *15é 58 8i 50 113 60 og 60 0;52 0. 73 - 0100 9;, 80 -6; 54 10
20 0,40 831 0, 0 420 04 3 18 0 40 14 66 18 40 8, 9 O

277 13290 0180 35 90 70{420 180 250 64:190 61.500 100:2500 200; 250 100i300 110

133 27;270 55§ not sig. a4 13 290 18;330 36%252 335.,.,..¢.=n0t 51gn1Ficant...........

4,5 2,55,4 2,5{4,0 2836 2048 3,413, 2,213,5 2,0.4,9 2,0:6,9 2845 1,8: 4 2,3

N/AEN/A% N/A N/A | N/AB6 1,465 2,54 5 12 451206085 6,6
N/A 1 4 6 4; 17 7 2 & 0 9. D- 7. N/fkiMJAR] 1% 3 3
O 3.4 4 N/A} 6 2 0 % 0 2 5 0 N/AI 3 4 1 0 1 2
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1n many instances the divide between the Middle andg the

poor Peasan
{s shakye

able to

ts, who together constitute the hu
Some Middle peasants, as they grow
work, sink into the Poor Peasant group,

g€e majority,
old and less
In the

Poor peasant group thus are to be found old peasants, but

also’ young families at the beginning of their Productive
(8ee the Maimela Report),

1ife,

up are a

abled and the physically sick,

1ine

tance of th
to the system of land

use,

Within the Poor Peasant

1so widows and women living alone; and the dis-

In determining the dividing

between middle and poor peasants, the relative impor=
e factors mentioned will be different according

The means of production nec-

essary for the principal cash crop of the area obviously
So, for example,
in the coastalatydp @8 coconut tree -ownewrship playa & more
important role, while in areas with relatively open land
frontier the ownership of oxen and plough as well as family
size may be more determining.
golonised areas,
ste criteria used for this will to a large extent determine
But, as can be seen from the table above,
middle peasants are generally better endowed on all counts
than the poorer ones,

sarry most weight in drawing the boundary,

its

outcome,

the system

Furthermore, in previously

of land re=distribution and

from our field regearch : it appears as if there sxlst wTdla-
tively clear correlations between these groupings of pea-
sants and their reliance on mine labour,
shows for the areas investigated (apart from Sitila for
which the data did not allow us to make the correlation),
the average number of contracts, the average age of the
worker=peasant and the sample size for middle and poor

peasant

The table below

The average age is listed because the average

mmber of contracts would obviously depend on the age of
the wvorker-peasant,

|

!

| MEU

AREA

ZACANHE
MUCHAVA

e
e
No, of : Average iSaoplé, No, of
. Contracts Age : Size.: :
G T
6,5 b9 9 | 13.2
547 53 | 12 | 5a2
647 55 ¢ 9 i 103
4,8 56 | 5 i 8.6
642 s7 | B | 8.2
746 46 g | 11.2
10 55 9 10
27 29 4 g Te7
2,4 62 28 R

59
52
42
63
60
43
L7
45
46
46

""'POOR PEASANT

jAverageTSample
Contracts! AgelM;IS?ze

3
19
13

6

8

6
10
10
49
19




?——————

110

can see from the table, on the whole middle
::to york a lesser number of contracts than Poorz:a;::t'
s from the same area, The middle peasant thus appoar:
g be loss reliant on migrant labour ip

financing rec
r expenditures of the family, and tends J:*ead:herm::.;in8

ge income from mine labour for the acquisition of instru-
ts of labour 80 a8 to render his base in agricul ture and
ts more independent, The poor Peasant, due to misfor-
sme in the family (such as illness), less access to
sie, remains compelled to return to the mines to supp
gnt his subsistence means,

land,
le-

#riously, such division does not manifest itself in any

gsolutely clear-cut manner, DBut we would argue, tentatively,
pat at the one end of the scale, the reasonably well-estabe
{ished middle peasant is a farmer who due to his better access
s 1and (resulting from his better relation to colonialw
mditional activities or greater family size) or due to the
met that he was in a better paid position on the mines, mane
aes to establish himself with sufficient instruments of
goduction for either craft or agricultural activities, or

wre comnonly both, At the other end of the scale is the

wor peasant who either through illness or incapability

wuld not go to the mines (these men are not included in the
mble), or those whose income from mine labour was consise
matly needed for maintaining the necessary consumption of

e family, and this over and over again reproduced the
med to return to the mines,
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petty commodity Production and Commerce in the Countryside

of the 372 families interviewed in depth, at least 110

some form of petty commodity production or commercial
activity based on their house, Ve say 'at least! 110

1ies because it is clear that some families were not
dlling to tell us of their activities, For example,
those making alcoholic drinks for sale, those engaged as
gmall shopkeepers, those who were involved in the buying of
donkeys in Rhodesia for sale in the province, those who
are traditional healers almost always did not direotly tell
us of their activities, That information came from others
{n the district, But it is clear that one in three of the
families interviewed are dependent to some extent on a

shird source of income, after agriculture and minework or
sther salaried work,

the Table below gives a breakdown of the major kinds of
activity:

PETTY COMMODITY PRODUCTION

0ld Peasants P,C, produce
over 50 ¢ tion as princie
more than 6 ﬁihpizzznzian Mine_ Wors pal income:
s P us pQOO Brickl
mine contracts; o' ine contracts production .- ° ki
smll p,c, Tail Carpenters
production
by 5 15 20
Seall Yomen :-
artisans small p,c, Agriculture Agriculture
and production and Transw=.. pius Transe
Mriculture mat-making siall trade porters port, plus
etc, shopkeeping
6 s L 8 &

Xe large group consists of peasants who are older (the fambly
824 48 over 50) who engage in small artisan activit( in or-t
“r to survive, 49 such families were interviewed (the fil";
™ groups), Interestingly only five of these families ha
Reads vith less than 6 mine contracts, It thus appears t:n-
g alt“"“‘tive. to mine work, though 2 much less rer:un

Hve one in old age, The vast majority of these f‘amii “eto
"% engaged in mat-making, wood-carving (spoons, bow ;_' .
and baaket-making. This group has cheap instruments ©

IIc"'h"fltion.

h

- : ( 93) is headed by younger‘ men who
© p (15 famili

e

f
mines, This activity in the large sz:i:z ::nchiﬂ't
sists of tailoring, and dependa on a o

g

.l.. con
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alvays pought with mine wages., The proceeds are rather
‘.llu

4 relatively small group (6 families) is en

sultural production (with surplus for s
‘rusanal activities in addition - usually
geving machines from South Africa,
yith nets bought from nmime wagcs,

gaged mainly in
ale), but has

. tailoring with
or in two cases, fishing

gnly six families appear to have women engaged in petty
gommodi ty activity, (dressm:.ic;',:;tx--_' » Datmaking and cake-
paking) but it is clear that many women are engaged in
saking drinks (alcoholic or not) and in the selling of
sakes and food production, At every meeting in the cells
a group of women appeared to be selling their own goods,
pur interviews did not bring out this activity,

411l these families are engaged in small activities which
pring in small sums of money. Very few earn more than 1
or 2 contos a year from these activities, and some earn
puch less,

The other families (34 in all) have more lucrative active
ities, 20 of these are considered to have their occu-
pation principally in petty commodity production (most are
garpenters, bricklayers or builders of concrete houses, and
traditional healers), Most of these have worked fewer than
J contracts, Many of these also have a considerable agri-
gultural base and produce for the market, wusually using
ploughs, mills and having a large extended family.

The other 14 families are engaged in commercial activity,

§ are small traders taking advantage of the fact that the
registered shop is often up to 30 km from the peasant fame
ily's home, 8 owmn jeeps or twswctors and are engaged in
transport activities of people and goods, Most have bought
their tractors since Independence with money earned in
South Africa and from agriculture, 2 other families are
#ngeged in both these activities. The great majority of
these families also have good agricultural production,

In summary, one large group of pcor families have spent many
years in the mines and have to make small goods for sale to
buy the basic necessities of life - the most extreme case
48 the one 0ld man who has to pay people to bring him vater =
%thers combine mine work with tailoring, though on a small
#¢ale; another group earns relatively large sums of WORSY
(“h’ltive to the earnings in the Inhambane countryside) but
Also have important agricultural activities. The original
®stment in cars and instruments of production is ofvel °
*h mine wages and also with money from agriculture. I‘hoa
¥ith really important investments have made them recently

“annot be said to have established themselves a8 commer=

t8s after only 2 or 3 years,
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THE EXTENT OF LABOUR EXPORT
Pembe, Homoine (+)
ohe area of Pembe is considered to be an area of high labour

Jtione Its soil is poor, it is situated on the m

argi
and rainfall is not regular, €in of the

jitoral

ohe Brigade that worked in Pembe made an attempt to confirm
e extent of migration, _No accurate and complete data of migration
i available and informgtlon had to be pieced together from various
| urces. The results give only an approximate view of the extent
pd inportance of labour migration in the area.

me Bistory of Migration

The Brigade completed 22 Miners' Questionnaires., Of the miners
uterviewed all had fathers who had worked on the mines, Of these,
wn were over 55 years old and three were over 75 years old, in-
guding one who was working his third contract at the heginning of
frld War I and whose father had worked in the South African diamond
‘lnes,

jrcentage migration from Pembe Circle

The Brigade obtained incomplete recruitment data for the period
154-1960 from WINELA, and incomplete population data for the period
160-1975 from the Homoine administration. We accordingly estimated
W8 percentage migration for 1958-1960 by using 1960 or other popu-
ation date interpolated to 1960, The figures for mine recruitment
:lhclude men enlisted at the central recruitment station but also at
‘ﬁn of the twelve sub-stations. An estimated 25 per cent of labour
‘Morultment comes from the other seven sub-stations, We estimated

W labour recruitment figures to be as followss

1958 800
1959 800
1960 600

I‘b? population in Pembe in 1960 was between 10,000 and 12,000
W included between 2,500 and 3,000 men over the age of 18, The

‘Tenta,ge migration from this male population can thus be estimated
1958 27 to 32 per cent
1959 27 to 32 per cent
1960 20 to 24 per cent
F‘r.ege should be regarded as minimum figures since Someé men :o;:!
'm::nly have gone to Homoine to be recruited and this v-couldino A
% 5 "4 on the Pembe statistics. Compared with the migration figure

this shows that

|- ine ag o whole, which was 14 per cent in - t labour export.

43 one of the regions of Homoine with the larges

L"
A : mbe.
"xiract from the report of the Brigade atationed at Pe

P NS
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1108 differences 1n agriculturau} rich and Poor cells of FPembe

poat
sme census data for 1975 is unreliable but it
opulation fig t also a fi £
.« population figures bu gure 1or the heads {14 a
l:i.? ;n south Africa at the time of the count . of families
LY

: Since only head
o fanilies oS Paglsvered & abdesb, the migration fié:urez E:;e 5

we lowest possible, but they do help us to obtain an idea of the
;11';1‘-'5 of migrant labour over the cells of the cirecle, .
e shown in Table 1.

does include not

The f},g‘_;r,__.ﬁ

Table 1

Men (Heads of Families) absent in South Africa,
1975 by Cabados

tadado Men llen °/o
Absent Total Agriculture
18 years

8oa0 68 429 15.8 Rich
Mirrengeti 23 120 19,2 Medium
fatine 1 23 204 11,3 Rich
fatine 2 21 146 14.6 Rich

le 18 189 9.5 Medium
f.1.de Pembe :
Qeranhane 42 337 12,5 Medium
§.4.de Pembe :
Jacanha 66 3768 17:5 Rich
Seshane 1 29 210 13:8 Rich
Bahane 2 27 272 13.4 Rich
Jechane 3 44 199 22,1 Rich
Blate 29 212 1357 Rich
Moguane 17 200 845 Poor
Iefane 21 131 16,2 Poor
Jorote 13 118 11,0 Poor
Mndane 10 95 10.5 Poor
Tenate 21 172 12:2 Poor
hica 13 115 11,3 Poor
Total 485 3596 13.5

™ ?he,cells were divided into poor, medium and rich according to
Wality of the s0il and conditions for agriculture. It appears

Wat + . : :
r?thezuChGSt cells furnish on average more migrant labour as
i 'sl '
Cells rich ,15.9 poer cent
medium 12,7 per cent
poor 11.7 per cent

ut ) i — ) the
Mor o1 CF€ are variations within these groups of cells. In

: ‘la, for example, as in the case of Sefane, there 18 a8 high
."?1.: "' absence of men as the average for the cells with higher

g we obtained

'1"‘& r ]
S random itical meeting
surveys conducted at political me he and Sefane

Wr ine -
‘iformation, In the three cells of Como, Zacan

g

B .
LB .y
* Lhe 2 : ; .
1”1.““’-0?.9 in the Introduction on administrative
A 8.

and political
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arage number of contracts orked by miners was 6.02’ and the

giving a total
and a half years.,
8 was 1ess, bt

the aV e
edian length of stay on each contract was 17 months,

ength Of work time in the mines as 102 months, or 8
:i +he cell of Zacanhi the average number of contract
= erage stay was longer, giving a total work time in :
Eew::e:;ﬁzl to the other cells, one of which was °°n8idz?zdmi2i§
or and two of which were considered richer, Such data was not-

' rrected for age and another measure which we have called INDEX I
g wbich is explained earlier in the chapter on the Mine Labour
Jorce, was used to partially o.orrect this omission,
stained for Index I were as follows:s

ComO 0.43
Zacanhe 0,38
Sefane 0.30

The averages

these figures show a wide variation, with Sefane, the poorest
1] having a much lower index, this signifying a lower average of
yorking life spent in the mines.

focial differentiation among Migrant Workers

It thus appears that the poorest cells in Pembe have a lower
sigration indidence to the mines. 1In order to check if this signi-
fies that poorer families work fewer mine contracts a calcultion was
made of the number of contracts worked’'by poor and middle peasants.
\3¢e the Project's working definition in thc chapter on the Peasant
fase), The results were as follows:

Middle Peasants

bell Av, no. Total yrs. Age
- contracts on mines sk’
Como 643 941 o1
dacanhe T+6 8.9 46
Sefane Yy 9.5 55
Tavate 4,8 565 56
dverage 6.5 842 53

Poor Peasants

ta]]

. Av, no, Total yrs. Age
— contracts on mines ——
Efc 8,2 11,2 43
w-the 112 14,2 47
o 1043 1857 63

73»9 8.6 10’6 60
ire;

“e 9.7 12,2 53

LY
4] g - r poorer
"8 calouldion shows s clear tendency in all cells for p

'-”r:f‘“s 0% only to work more mine contracts, but also 10%;:‘::}02;
sreys M€ averages in this table are higher than those EI¥EL U
arr.wlous bage because all men physically unfit for wage

P NN
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yorking Life and Spread of Contracts., 16
—
14 was said in the circle and in the Province t

arts Of mineworkerse. The first is the peasant miner who works

- ontracts, buys his domestic goods and agricultural in:st;w;;ti* ‘
then does not return to.work mine contracts except in criesis *
circmsmnces, Th.e sm';ond'ls the man who goes to the mines many
008 throughout his lifetime. We have already shown for cells in
senbe that the poor pease‘mts have on average more contracts and
gpond more time on the mines than the middle peasant, We can also
show that for onc out of three of these cells (the poorest, that is)
geyer men return from the mines before the age of 35, In Sefane
snly one-third of the men return from their last contracts before
shis age as opposed to about one half in the richer cells of Como

wd Zacanhe, even when these figures are corrected for the fact that
son=bonus holders cannot return now even if they want to,

hat there are tyo

fev

Percentage of miners returned from their last contract
before age 35

_ ) Como Zacanhe Sefane
A1) Questionnaires 71 A7 33
ger that returned
pefore 19738 47 50 36

Tables 2 and 3 also give some idea of the spread of contracts.

Table 2 is a histogram of INDEX I (the percentage of working life
gpent in the mines) and shows that the great majority of men work up
%0 half their lives in the mines and only a small proportion work for
periods longer than that. Table 3 shows the percentage of time spent
in South Africa between the first and last contracts and shows that
8 the number of contracts goes up, the time spent at home goes down.
fhe vast majority of those who work seven or more contracts spend
wore than half their working lives in South Africa.

Qantity of migration at the present time (July — August 1977)

An estimate was made of the number of men absent at the time of
‘e Brigade investigation. This was done by asking women who at-
‘ended masg meetings if their husbands were away in the mines. In
il 42 out of 320 women said that their husbands were then in South
Mrica, Thus about 13 per cent of family heads with wives were
Wsent at the time, This total does not, of course, include all
‘b'?ﬂt miners, since gome miners are not married. In our enquiries
¥ WVENELA depots the percentage of unmarried miners was only 8.9

T'l{:i,ng this into account would mean that 46 men of more than 18
:::ra of age were away from their homes in Pembe. This 18 a con=
“fable number, which shows the dependence of Pembe peasant

i“ -
*hat ; : ad t0O
.~ 18, men who almost certainly would not have return

3
ines even if they could.

PRI
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. geholds on‘mine labour, especially at a time of

™e an ——
ine work reduced opportunit
for QMLINC .

y

never went to the Mines,

gen WhO

the Brigade made contact in a period of a month with about 500
sen and in all could find fewer than 30 men who hagd never contr-:cvf 3
sr mine Worke There are three groups of men who have never b;:»:::vh*
me first comprises the school teachers, the only group in the i:-.
Jth a steady and relatively substantial salary. Only one out of
sizht of these had ever done mine work, There is, secondly, alsc
w;H group of self-cmployed workers, owners of small shops, cax
sters and builders who have never been to the mines, This does
wt include all such workers but only those with secure work in the
grea, Among wage workers two men had never contracted to do mine
york because they had found wage employment in Beira and Maputo,
{11 these men had clear and secure economic alternatives to migrant
labour in South Africa.

A -

But the third group had no such alternative, These are the men
yith physical defects. The Brigade found eight of these in Pembe,
sach with defects so severe that they would have been medically
iselizgible for mine work: these were the blind or the men who had
lost a leg, and they constituted part of the poorest social stratum,

Biher wage employment.

Table 4 gives the work experience outside of the mines for all
the family heads interviewed in three cells. Out of 61 households,
2] family heads had experience of wage work in Mozambique or outside.
e viriety of such work is large, and it includes agricultural work
\often forced labour or chibalo) work on the railways, in the con-
#ruction industry, in factories, in hospitals, and in the Portugucse
ey during the colonial period. Although the scale of this migrant
wrk - for once again the men have to migrate from their homes in
wdor to find and hold down these jobs — does not approach that of
e work, it does allow some men who cannot go to the mines for
Magons of health or other reasons to earn money. Calculating this
Miont of wage work also raised the average life time spent in wWage
' %k %0 11,2 years for all men physically able to work, Thus in

“ms of york time, other migrant work absorbs about ten per s |
| ' proportion of men at work away from the rural economy, though th

"13‘ census figures cites the figure of 14 per cent for all four
"":u.fl.

"
“

Bl r : i balc

=24 - Salaried Work Experience (No. of Yecfa.rs) or 1!: C?IE-:;:I?
(No. of Times) outside of South African M}f}%o ﬁ Cnflll". J
heads interviewed in Zacanhe, Vavate and Selane WESs

(PEMEE).,
-
. . C h A }" *J
b Mstruction worker Cahora Bassa (1)s Taylor Pemh((zl()fhsm_; nt
L oame (1); Chibalo Maputo (1): Fisherman Maputo

“8pital Beira (1): Chibalo Inhambane (1).

- !__—
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wipalo Inhambane (5)¢ Woodcutter Beira (1): washer-boy
4:.-1c;"-'3 (5): Army (2].+ Chibalo ;nhambane (2): Chibalo Inhambane +
wira (4): Factory Beira (1): Chibalo Inhambane (1): Tailor Pembe
AL
R

hibalo Inhambane (2): Chibalo Inhambane (9):
ane (8): Collection of coconuts Maxixe: Chibalo (2):
wipalo (1): Chibalo (1):  Chibalo (1): + Army (3):
year plantation South Africa (8).

Chibalo Inham-
Chibalo (1):
Maputo (3):
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we Influence of Migrant Labour on _'t_pgﬁqqnt Economy,

One aspect became gzlear in all the interviews conducted in
rhe wages of miners before the 1970s were not sufficient in
shemselves to permit the purchase of expensive consumer goo;s (1wL
ey machines) or to pay for cement-brick houses, or to finance
she beginning of a process of accumulation, through the acquisition
¢ small shops oT through transport. Only with good agricultura]l
oduction, with regular surpluses for sale, and through other com-
,;rcxal or artisan gctifri?ies, or #hrough rights and privileges ac-
quired through the traditional political system could these goods

e boughte

feﬂ!bfc

The peasant household questionnaire demonstrates the importance
of gine earnings for the purchase of goodss The majority of families
ye dependent on mine money to buy the goods necessary for the family
(beds, other furniture, pots) and to buy agricultural means of pro- !
iwotion (ploughs, cattle, mills)s The middle peasants are not
gependent only on mine earnings. They have other sources: like
agricultural receipts, carpentry, transport, services like herbalism.
fthough at the beginning of the family's life mine money is often
important, only in five cases (out of 29) did we find mine earnings
o be of large importance in the economy of the middle peasants in
the recent paste.

The poor peasants on the other hand are much more dependent on
mine work, Of 29 families whose family head could work in the mines,
the mine earnings were the only source of the family income in 10
sases and werevery dominant in 13 other cases among poor familics.

The poor families who can work in South Africa work more mine
tontracts and spend more time on contracts. But with their money
ey can buy fewer goods, particularly agricultural and artisnal
wans of production. (see section — Differentiation of the Peasantry).
Ia owr interviews we met men with 30, 26, 20, 18, 16 and 15 contracts
¥orked, That is, a life basically’ dominated by mine work and at the
W time the family remained poor. The very poorest of the group
e the old men and those with physical defects. Ore old man worked
}contracts and did forced labour (chibalo) eight times. Mine labour
¥a'sinply because of hunger in the family's. Now, at the end of nie
e, he must make baskets to give to the neighbours to fetch him
Wier since he cannot carry any more.

ot A very few of these old men and women had ploughs in the ;_)ash R
e %ad to sell them because of lack of money. A majority said tha
.,,. fine money helped to raise a little the level of life but cer-
“anly not sufficiently to sustain them in old agCe. Most old w;dowa
hii “he same, that their husbands had worked consider:’.bleinwﬂfﬂ;f’:
'.h‘a‘;“tl‘actg but there had been only enough 1}0 live on att:l:zd«;f:r;
3:"’3 could never work because they were blind, had ;mpu\.- e -
h_::;;Zr Physical defects, In short, the very poorest are P

they could not go to the mines.

T®acr ¢ i
rom the Report of the Pembe Brigade.
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MINE LABOUR AND THE AGRICULTURAL SY

STEM

Maimela

us mine labour helped, or obstructed, the development of
sant agriculture? Is the peasant economy so structured

gat mine labour is a necessity for a large part of the

alo population‘? In ordtf,-r to find answers to these questions

o did a detailed analysis of the Peasant Household Question-

wires for Maimela, a cell in.the'circle of Mucambi, district
2 Jorrembene, Inhambane Province,

wiore Independence the circle was dominated by Portuguese
wsdlords (colons), Two latifundarios owned most of the
rpod land in Maimela,

B¢ Peasants from Maimela and other cells in the circle were
mected to do forced labour at nominal wages on the plane
mtions, In addition they were expected to pay tribute to
#e sub-chief for the land they cultivated and for every
wrvest, Owners of livestock also had to plough plantation
dad to pay for the grass their cattle ate, In addition to
sat there was a campaign to force peasants to cultivate
witon, In the neighbouring cell of Buvane the pressure
hhccame 80 unbearable that part of the population fled from
¢ area regularly to the mines in South Africa rather than
W conscripted for badly-paid agricultural work, In Maimela
% situation was similar although quarrels between Rocha's
Wirs before 1950 and the fact that the land the latifundario
Wed in' the cell was smaller, eased the pressure at least

% the extent that peasants stayed, 1 Mine labour was never=
Wlass also the main occupation of the men in this cell,

Ini'v’""'up discussions in the arca onc opinion voiced by somc
the People present was that mine labour had been involun=-
nd mainly a way of avoiding forced labour and that

S63e vho had gone to the mines had not gained much, partic-

%1?' since they had been encouraged to waste much of what

o "2 carned on drink, On the other hand most men in ,

ibarea have continued to go to the mines even after forced
.7 ¥s officially abolished in 1962 and even after indg-

hte?ce' Many of these who have not been able to g0 8 Itﬂllt:.sm

i 2Ty consider themselves to be unemployed, rather

% the OPportunity to settle down.

I \

“alysis of the Report of the Brigade that worked in

Maimela,
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fereas ON the one hand it was gtated that mine 1

ﬁcen a response to pressure, it is on the other ha
¢ many of the men consider it a necessity,

od analysis of the local peasant economy can sh

{s this need,

mcas
jainela was chosen by the Cambine Brigade because it was re-
rtedly the agriculturally poorest area in the circle,
shout half of the land in the area is sandy and not very
gertile and there is only one small river valley with ver
od soil, To make matters worse,an insect (mafekefoké)
nas infested the sandier part of the area since 1963 and is
destroying maize, groundnuts and beans, The last two years
pave been years of drought and thus of particular hardship,

abour had
nd clear
Only a detail.
OW why there

e of Mainela

o

J

J11 the land in Maimela is 'owned' by someone though some

of it is sometimes unused, Accordingly a peasant farmer
yishing to establish himself will first have to acquire
mufficient land, The problem of the insect pest hmafekefeke!
has prompted farmers to look for some land outside the cell,
in areas that are not infected, More than half the farmers
appear to have succeeded in finding a machambe outside Mai-
pela,

The main wealth of the farmers in Maimela consists of per=-
manent crops, coconut trees and cashew nut trees in particu-
lar, Neither of these is attacked by the insect that des-
froys the annual crops,and they are somewvhat more immune to
drought, A farmer will need a fair number of such trees
lusually more than 100 coconut trees and at least the same
mmber of cashew nut trees) to have some reliable income,
Uvestock does not seem to play a prominent role in Maimela
Mgriculture, perhaps because there is insufficient land

for grazing many animals, The minority of people who keep
fattle do so mainly in order to use them for ploughing.

T out of the 24 people interviewed in Maimela owned ploughs,
“ince the sample is not representative it is difficult to
#y how many of the peasants do actually own ploughs, but
 may still be a minority., Almost all peasants do, how=
*er, use ploughs for preparing the land.

mc_ling up a farm in Maimela

2thing a wife

' %a vho wants to marry has to pay a dowry, lost young g

:ro ®Xpected to find the money themselves and the usual wa)

to g¢tting the amount was to go to the mines, In I’OSP"ES‘;“
e present capmaign against "lobolo", the name has be€

3 %ed and it is now called "gratification" but payments
tl] continue,

8ttin land
tha “en may stay with their parents for 8
. " Mrriage, but since no houschold in th
“*ﬂiona above 24 years of age staying with
*hat at this age most young men will

ome time after
o questionnairv

the parents, it
have gstarted sone

| —— ‘___
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ndent economic existence, There were two

|pd:§°the older farmers acquired their first Plots, Iithe
:1‘ e ere decided to give them a small Piece of their oﬁr

. or they were allocated a plot by the sub=chief,

ways in

,jor‘lt'f of younger farmt;:zrs today who need more land tha’r?w
@eir pather gave them, will ask friends or relatives for

1aad which they may be allowed to cultivate either tempo-
mrily or permanently. \ few have also received some land

the Grupo Dinamigador when the land of some of the
jons was redistributed., Duying land is rare, Officially
it is permanent crops rather than land that is being sold,
nve people were reported to have acquired land (with perma-
wnt crops) by purchase. Farmers vho have particularly good
w large pieces of land have usually inherited it, Inheri-
mpce is more likely to happen to older people than to

er people, lost of the farmers that were older than
% reported that they had inherited the best part of their
jand, whereas the younger farmers got most of their land as
gdfts, Such gifts may not consist of particularly fertile
alots, even if they are sufficient in size, The eight far-
wrs in lVaimela (out of 24) who did not mention drought and
imects as major production problems were all above 40 years
of age, On the other hand the five farmers below this age
2ll had difficulties with land that was dry and insect-infes-
td,

Mthough, since few people buy land, there is no direct rela-
tonship between mine labour and land allocation, there are
idirect connections, Tirstly, the generosity of those who
#ve more land may be 'related to the fact that the men go

®t and therefore leave land that belongs to them uncultie-
mted, If all people return to the village for good, the
gessure on the land would increase, Secondly there is the
Met that young people expect to get the best land Dy inheri=-
Moce and may thus find it advantageous to remain in paid
Wployment until they inherit suitable land,

Hrce indeI-"endenc:e,the Gropo Dinamizador in Maimela has
Sstributed land that belonged to Rocha, The two decendants
® focha were left with very good land of 23 ha and more than
| respectively, The land that was distributed seems to
" been allocated in a somewhat arbitrary fashion, at @
Weting, Of the six poorest people interviewed,only one had
L*ived land from the local GD, Of the six richest people
1 the Village’ one had also received a plot from the GD,
hwrtedl}' because the plots were allocated according to the
;hber of wives, Of the other six people who said they had
Meriveqd land from the local GD, one held the ninth place 1—11”
.. of wealth in the sample, one the eleventh and the oth~
b, T Were ranked 14th to 17th, Young farmers had Deem
‘I-ﬂ:: tnt" consideration more ofetn than older farn:i‘:;‘ P "o
L0 ey were in the area at the time of distribuse t}.m}'
Wy o Plained that they had been left out DEFGEC T, oo
sy, Tking outside during the critical time. ne

r he cell from
'thh’r g?)?ed to get a bigger peice outside the

— el
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seople vho had rented land from Rocha before
s keep the land, This is a measure that tended to fay

nore established farmers, On the vhole, the GD wa o
seen as an effective institution of the re-allocaiion zi'
1and, Asked how one could get more land in aimela most

ople replied that the way to get more land was to ask
soneone Who had more than he needed, A few added that it
wuld be necessary to get the approval of the GD after
esment had been reached with someone on the transfer of
she land, Very few people’ thought that one might get land
b,amﬂ@aChing the GD Only.

s Were allowved

not

setting permanent crops

i farmer can get permanent crops by buying a plot with trees
through inheritance or through growing trees on his plot, '
8ince buying is still rare and since the plots that are
pought seem to be quite small, inheritance and cultivation
are the two main methods of acquiring tree plantations,

flder people are more likely to have inherited something
than younger people, Establishing a plot of tree crops

also takes time, Coconut palms take seven years to mature,
In the first three years the seedlings are very susceptible
to adverse weather and trees may have to be replanted several
tines, It may therefore take about ten vyears before a far-
per can have a lucrative plot, Cashew nut trees take about
five years to mature and they too are delicate in the first
few years, Because of this, there is a clear relationship
between the age of a farmer and the size of his plantation
of permanent crops, Of the five farmers in the sample who
wre below 40 vyears of age none had more than 70 coconut
trees and none had more than eighty cashew nut trees, and
mny of these may not yet have been mature, /A sixth man
¥o claimed to be only 33 and who had more than 160 trees

of sach kind turned out to be much older since he had star-
ted to work about 22 years ago, His real age must theree
fore be about forty., Of the 19 farmers above 40 years of
e, only four said they had less than 100 coconut trees and
ly one said he had less than 100 cashew nut trees, Four
#ople did not give any figures,

The relationship to mine labour is again an indirect One.

®e does not have to go to the mines to acquire a plot of

Wmanent crops but it takes time to acquire such a plot and

e younger people may find it too difficult to l_ivr.- without

* fegular income from perranent crops and might the
to earn money on the mines in the meanwhile,

refore

131 A2 plough

&Nﬂlrz

% hoo. rUers in the sample had their own ploughs. Two S6GE
ave

bought the ploughs from the returns of mine int;?:;.h
fron farm proceeds, For the others there is no in

2:!1 N how they got their plough. Almost all of thc;sn who
2AE o
m;‘no Plough make use of the ploughs of other peoj o

d.
“Té a number of ways in which ploughs nrershnre
“4n borrow a plough from family members
Practice mutual aid with plough ownerse

ree of charge.

!"’Dle
The person

Mhory
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8 who have no
nging to the
uch sharing may
and one would

do has @ plough and one or several familie
ough work together on all the fields belo
ticipants in the group. 1In some cases s
be gqual penefit to all *::he participants,
ot that this is particularily true where one person
sontributes the oxen.and the other the Plough, There mi gh t
also be genuine.sharlng where w.fives of absent miners gé’tg
gogether 1O aSS:Lst'eacl:L other in 1.:he heavy work, In other
cases the mutual aid might be a hidden form of exploitation
gen the farm of the plough-owner is bigger than the farms
of other people in the‘group or when his farm is Ploughed
at a much more appropriate time then the farms of the others
of those in the sample who had used the plough free of .
sharge, one was classified as the second richest man among
the people who had been questioned, but the plough belonged
0 2 member of his family, and four were among the seven
goorest farmers, The majority of those who had no ploughs
pad hired a plough for a fee, These included in almost
gqual proportions rich, middle and poor farmers,

The practice of hiring a plough may be related to mine la-
bour in two ways., Firstly, payments from the mines may

put the poorer farmers in the position to hire ploughs.,
Secondly, the absence of the husbqnd in the family may

meke it necessary even for people who have quite small plots
to hire a plough in order to get the preparation of the

land done in time, At least one man indicated that his

vife had hired a plough when he had been away but that since
is return he was not using a plough.,

The need for wage labour

The above considerations might suggest that younger people
fave in general a more urgent need to earn money outside of
Yaimela than the older people, Short of a proper popula=
tion census for the area this assumption can not be tested,
%st of those who have been included in the sample are peo=
ple who only stopped going to the mines in 1976 when they
¥ere no longer eligible to go, Of the five heads of house-
folds included in the sample who were below 40 years of age,
"o had worked up to 1976, two up to 1977 and one was still
FUtside working, Of the five Heads of household. between
¥ and 50 two had had their last contract.in'76, and one in
[Ty one was still working, and one had stopped working in
{962. Of the 11 heads of household aged 50 to 60 years,
¥ vere widows, three had finished their last contract in
1925' one in 1977 and five had retired before 1976: 19!‘}?
wzrg' 1969, 1973, 1974, The three heads of hOgsezzidi: "
19es _+9€T than 60 had all retired, ome in 1950, snbtiofis
+i)9 and one in 1961, If this pattern does give an rc;«o not
;’on of general tendencies one can conclude that meg P
[Ft retiring from wage labour before the age of 5

h
T 1s wvage employment.

Qe

‘“ the n
¥ince 19
' them

labour
ine people who have not been engaged in wage

'ﬂ‘! two have been classified as rich fa
retired from wage work a long time &g°

rmers, bBoth

(1950, 1947) .
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me 18 the heir of the colon, He never went to the mi
sut worked as @ carpenter and inherited 43 ha of la.n{c!il ne'flj“l

| . e

_sher 8180 inherited a fair piece of land e
1y for 8 short time to the mines,
1abour, Neither of these two
for wages,

arly on and went

. presumably to avoid
by ¢ farmers had a particu-

. of the retired farmers were classified asg

;,jgzus and occupi:ad the 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th ;?;Eig Ii)f;os-
L the economic ranking of the sample, Of these one had 0;11'
‘ yorked for wages for E_i very short time because he was abl?g
¢o carn more in the village as a ®curandeiro" (healer), The
reason why the three.others retired is less clear, Oniy 0;1&
of them is the classical case of a man who used his wages
¢rom the mines to build up a well functioning enterprise by
acquiring'first land and then a plough and cattle and then
sore land, The others appear to have acquired their wealth
sore through a mixture of inheritance and achievements,

mree of the farmers who retired are poor or very poor,

They have retired involuntarily. One has a crippled leg,
the other '"chest troubles", the third one left South Africa
in a hurry with bad memories which he did not care to ex=-

plain,

The conclusions one can draw from this is that only some
slder farmers retire from wage work because they have reali-
ged their objective through wage work, whereas others retire
. egither because wage work was never very necessary to them
or, more often, because they are physically no longer capa=
. ble of continuing with wage work without having built up an
enterprise that would satisfy their aspirations.

Those who are still anxious to go on with wage work also
fall into different groups. There are firstly some rich
farmers who have particularily well-paid work, such as the
two rich farmers in our sample who worked as bossboy and
busdriver, These farmers do not "need" wage employment but
pursue it because it really pays well, There is, secondly,
the group of middle peasants who continue with wage work

and build up their farm until they feel ready to retire., In
our sanple there was only one middle peasant who was still
working (or had been working in the last two years) and he
¥as quite young, There is thirdly, the group of poor farme-
®rs, some of them young and some of them old, who continue
¥ith vage work because they cannot think of an alternative,

Ay policy directed towards easing the problems of mine

s, kers who can no longer go to South Africa would have to
% focused on the poor farmers first and particularly onit:::;
R e who are young. lMeasures that could be requir )
"?Uld have to include the allocation of sufficient oociii?:-
l :aﬂ“-‘l“ within th(.a area they come from or.elsewflilez(s;‘ t‘i‘r;; tn.
¥ Or collectively) and assistance which allo Lo
iy livelihood from the beginning either by integra

them int _ ises, or by
0 a : 1 1 enterpr '
~ Brovidy already established communa by at least

or

ng credits for new communal enterprises, the cn=
::1;0uraging the older generation to contribute mof?n;;er:mﬂ
'.alishment of their children on the land, In th;q;'.nelp to ease
.: ®Xpansion of rural and urban industries may

** Problems which are quite severe noV.

1¥4_____-_




MIGRANT LABOUR AND THE PEASANT ECONOM

Y

Extract from the Homoine report

mis extract of the Homoine brigade report attempts to arrive
at an explanation of the fact that, althoaugh there are signi-
picant differences in the number of contracts worked on the
pines for different strata within the peasantry, practically
gvery able-bodied man goes at least four times to the mines,
To explain this, it is necessary to in'vestigate why almost
gvery young man is compelled by economic necessity to go to
the mines.

It appears as if the explanation for this has to be sought
in the way in which traditional society has been in part dis-

tintegrated , through the penetration of the money economy
as a result of colonisation,

Yithin the traditional set-up young men grew up and estabe
lished themselves within the family hamlets in which the
father and uncles lived as neighbours, The bride-price paid
to the father for his daughter provided the means for his
sons to arrange their marriage,

The penetration of the colonial economy appears to have crea=-
ted,over time, a gradual evolution towards the formation of
more nuclear families - i,e., the sons began to live separately
from the fathers and responsibility for the survival of the
family became more individualised., By the 1940's this pro=-
téss already appeared to have become very pronounced,

A number of factors may account for this evolution within
Homoine district, Firstly, the introduction of taxation for
#ach adult man (above the age of 18 years) and at a later |
stage of forced labour (again for each adult man) and forced
fultivation of crops for every husband and wife (the latter
since 1942 up to 1962) greatly increased the individual res-
ponsability of each nuclear family to cope with its own sur=
vival, Furthermore, the need for cash income increa.::'md in
9rder to buy commodities on which they became increasingly '
d8pendent, Finally, the appropriation of the better quality

d by the settlers, created a relative shortage of land

¢h broke up the system of the extended family living to=
$8ther, The settler estates created tie peasant-tendnts

4y responsibility in terms of paying tribute was &lso
individualised.

ause of
The br'idl?-price had become a money payment and because ©

¢hronic need for money of most peasant'far.iilic:s,hi“ﬁi,:::‘z;a
® increasingly reluctant to pass the brideprice 907t -
their daughters on to their sons, The responsa :

—_— e
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4o set up a family and to establish hiiself
ducer was thus put sguar:ely on the shou
=an nimself. This, in itself, may also
reason for the brealic-up of the system of
1iving and cultivating together, The son who paid his own
pride-price felt }ess of a moral obligation towards the fa.
ther., The nece§51ty to earn his own income made the young

man experience independencé from the family hierachy, As one
jnformant said: "The conflicts between father and son, elder
prother and younger brother, etc,, began when people '_‘re;]t

to Jo'burg".

s a peasant Prow
lders of the young
have been a further

the extended family

To establish himself as a peasant producer the young man first
and foremost needed a wife, No man on his own cultivates
his own plot of land, ZEither he works on the land of the
father when he is not married, or else he acquired his own
plot after marriage, As has already been explained in our
discussion on the penetration of the money econonmy, the dive
ision of labour within the family left the main burden for
agricultural work on the wife, the man being engaged in such
activities as hunting to obtain cash at an earlier stage,

and mine labour at a later phase, This may in part account
for the fact that single men are looked upon with great suse
picion = "he is a robber of wives, a thief, etc,", Thus the
young man who wants to set up a family is compelled to go and
earn the money for the brideprice outside agriculture, - that
is,in the majority of cases, to go to the mines,

Once he has assured himself of a wife through earning the
bride-price, the problem still continues because the man must
establish himself as a peasant producer, His family needs a
minirum of household utensils and furniture, a house and in-
struments,

Considerable difficulty is encountered by the newly married
couple in acquiring the means to create a basic domestic es=-
tablishment by agricultural work alone, The past three years
have seen the innovation of cement block houses, and already
between twenty and thirty per cent of the famliies present

are in the process ofjor hare completed, construction ff:f this

type of dwelling, Many fiore families aspire to this same

end and since 1975 there has been a number of cases of farmers
retu"“ing to South Africa after a considerable number of

Jears absence to obtain the money to build such a house,

There are only two known cases of families who were able to
build a cement block house with money earned from their agri-
fultural production., One obtained the money at the begim;-‘
ing of the 1960s by groundnuts and the other has been builde-

his house for twenty years,

Cases in which ploughs and oxen were not bought with m(::::s-

oM South Africa are very rare, To become a farmer :;‘é‘pﬂﬂranul!-
Ag on agriculture alone, an ‘essontial condition i:ﬂchinﬂ-ﬂ

°n of oxen and plough, Mills,. tools, and Sofing f these

@ also Acquired with money from the mines. See Ofrnm the

Boans of production begin to make their appearance _

R —
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19408 and 1950s and become important from the 1960s
cment generation will be the first to inhe S,
existing means of production,

The
rit already

of 25 peasants from Meu and Muchava classified as

g "middle"
easants, that 1s to.say, as peasants that perhaps can i:\
potentiallY from agriculture, they acquired the foll"“ing.t'
Goods they possess With Money from South 2 frica
All In Part Little
O not
at all
. ploughs &/or oxen and
cement block house &/ or
house constructed in part > 8 -
from cement
- only cement block house or
durable goods 3 - -
« only plough &/or oxen - b 1 (he was
working

in Beira

other durable goods
(furniture, crockery, 2 1
clothes)

N

(a:x't¢=51:zxr

10 13 3

0f the peasants classified as poor (31) all worked in

South Africa, apart from four, and the little that they
acquired was paid for predominantly with money provided from
South Africa,
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A STUDY IN WATER SHORTAGR

Sitila

y1though the position.of migrant labour is eXtremely impore
tant in the reproduction of the peasantry in all the areas
studied, we can say that Sitila is eéspecially dependent on
gine earnings.

pgricultural production in Sitila is extremely low, Only 6
of the 25 peasant interviews conducted showed that food pro-
duction was sufficient to provide the barest essentials of
life, In two cases agricultural production was never suffe
jcient to sustain the family and in all the rest was only
sufficient in good agricultural years, of which there are

relatively few.

(ne aapect of the inability of agricultural production to
sustain the area is the high cost of living,for a rural fame
ily,determined for several districts and localities of the
Province in 1973, For Massinga, Inharrime and Homoine,the
cost of living was determined at between 800 and 1,000 escu-
dos monthly, By comparison that for Sitila was 2,700 escudos,
1,500 escudos of which was for food alone,

The problem is not that of quantity of land, There is enough
land, For example, of 15 families investigated, 8 had more
fhan five hectares of land,

The fundamental problem in Sitila is lack of water, Every
interview of the work brigade, not only with officials, but
with all sections of the population, emphasised this problem,
The wvater shortage affects not only agricultural crops, but
also household water needs, When there are no rains, the
Population of Ngomani must travel 30 km to fetch water (a
Journey of 2 days), the population of Manhaussela 20 km, and
the population of Mangorro 12 km,

In the dry season water becomes very expensive, One cGLL [SE
20 litres) of drinking water, between October and December
last year, cost 100 escudos, allowing the car owners s
fake large profits since they alone can carry water easily
ver large distances.,
“nsidering these climatic difficulties, it is mot by cginCQ
Practically all the men seek work in South M‘ricazr -
here (e,g, The Railway or Cabora Bassa)., Of the t;iﬁ
*¥8 21 had been to the mines and 3 had employment wi) In
Zambique (a railway worker, a tailor, @ housebuildera; ¥
Amilies someone was actually working in o mint(;iQuo
wm °f our study, Three men were working in Mozam lose to
*side the district and six more had cash incomesfcbicvclos).
driver, housebuilder, carpenters, DepRipeE = 5

B

tlsey
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s sum UPy we can say that the male population o
gghl)' dependent on wage=-work, One trader said
’

quite a lot of money in the area, but agricult

Llral rod
The money comes : P uction
ry lowv. 4 from the mines", There ic a

low agricultural
wages,

f Sitil& is
"There is

ve
t;ear connection between shortage of water,

p,-oduction and the necessity to obtain cash

fhere is a clear order of priority for use
me first priority is lobolo’ (at this moment the bride-~price
is between 10 and 20 contos)., After this, money is spent on
cater tanks and wells, 18 of the 25 families had either a
tank, a well, or both,

of this money,

only after water is available are other goods such as cattle
(1975 prices : 5 contos per head; 1977 : 10 contos per head)
ploughs (2,600400), grinding mills (6 contos) bought, Some
of these acquisitions are used for hire; for example ploughs

and oxen can be rented. To plough one hectare of land this
year (1977) cost 500 escudos,

It becomes apparent in Sitila when compared to the other
areas, that there is a closer relationship between social
differentiation and the earning of salaries in South Africa,
Thus the heads of the richest families were 'boss«~boys'! or
lindunas! on the mines,

A part of miners'! earnings is utilised productivelyj; that
is to say, for the construction of wells, water tanks and
houses, and for the purchase of durable consumer goods (fur-
miture, cars, trucks, etc,). Some of these purchases provide
local employment for masons, carpenters, drivers, etc, One
mason, for example, told us that he earned 1,200$00 escudos
. for the construction of a small well., The income of petty
gomodity producers like him is more or less totally depen=-
dent on the presence of money earned outside the locality,
usually in the mines, Any noticeable curtailment of these
external earnings will decrease the possibility of earning
& little money inside the iocality.

e area of Sitila is more dependent on mine labour than any
of the other areas we studied, and if the opportunities to go
%0 South Africa are restricted still further, it will cause
grave problems,

In the concluding section of this Report, we nake some gen=
®ral recommendations about the changes which could be made
to integrate miners into the agricultural economye. In t:hrit-f
9886 of Sitila dependence on mine work could be lessened

:he water problem was solved, after which cotton production
%uld seem to be possible,




SIXTEEN PELSANT HOUSEHOLDS

jddle Peasant Households
c. L

ax=lMiner/Middle Peasant

5 -y 3 1. .
Household: 52 year old head, two wives, a grown son
two gsons at school and three children
under 10,

Timoteo worked as 2 labour tenant until 1974 for landowner
gntonio Ribeiro, He was allwed téd live on this laad in
return for free labour, recorded through a ticket system,

In return, he was to be given protection against chikalo,
Timoteo was required to pay tribute in cash and in %ind
after every harvest, For instance, he had to pay 40 escudos
after he had harvestecd his cotton, regardless of the size

of the crop harvested, and,for the use of a piece of mmchongo
land 80 metres square, for rice growing, he had to give the
landovner two tins of rice, In 1954 Timoteo was taken away
for chibalo for failing to fulfil the conditions of his
tenure, He was returned horme after 2 months when the cabo
intervened on his behalf, He also worked as a miner,

and did five contracts between the years 1944 and 1969,
Tinoteo's impression was that going to the mines was cone
trary to the terms of his tenure on the land of the latifundio
but that the lancdowner had taken no action because he had
paid for the use of the land in cash, He commented that the
labour tenant system had been very corrupt, From wages
earned on the mines, Timoteo bought oxen, a plough ﬁmi:f
Sewing machine, He hopes that proceeds from the sale oi
erops in the future will enable him to build a brick house,

landholding : 9,5 hectares of nhaca soil on which is grown
g beans,

€otton, pdtatoes and garlic for sale, and maize,
tassava and groundnuts for home consumption, Thaere is

8lso 2,5 hectares of machongo on which rice, sweet 7“?“‘?'
and vegetables are produced, There does not scem %o D@ &
slortage of nhaca land,

glner/Viddle Peasant

: 2 1. i e and threoe
Household: 42 vears old head of the family, wiie¢ ©

- [l = ‘. Wl L €
young children, one from & seconc 21
deserted hin,

who had

| mntracts on the
Antonio is L2 years old and has worked four C0  t ota va,
2 ‘.r_‘ o ( i - A .
Mines hetween 1953 and ]_97/), Tnbe tween he wr_:; ¢ e 15
‘ ' 1 s and as a W )
rorfive years on road construction WOILS an
: He first went

waASs

1o T -] "".i:'cﬂ
:'f)r} i - t(‘ tal‘ . »
YYEIO1lne shop for four years, never taken

in 1953 when he was 18, He claims that he

‘_———
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B ahalo labour because he is a footballer. During hise
ine contracts his football came to his rescue a(‘air'g }d
) . H ne

wl 1 £ i .
layed goalkeeper Ior a mine team, and worked only a four

day weelk, the rest of the week was set aside for football
;gainst tea:u§ as.far awiy as Johannesburg. He worked on the
sheba gold mine ;:n the :-:-J:?stern Transvaal for which -
recruited by ATALS, as tn:!.s was a mine not affiliated to the
smamber of Mines., [}_1’1‘!:01110 claimed to bhe equally interest;:?*
in mine work and farr:'llng though he thougt mine worlk had L
got really brought him any real material benefit: !'T have
“othing to show for the years I have spent on the mines!
ge works a rather large area of land : four hectares of ;x.--:
s0il and four of nhaca, He had also had access to a hectaﬁ.
of machongo but he claimed that he had been dispossessed of
this land during an absence on the mines, Antonio, who is

a member of the GD is taking this land complaint to the
Ipeople's court! for deliberation and judgement : he

he was

L]

was sure
pe could get the machongo land back 'because everybody knows

that this land has always been mine'!, He owns 500 cashew
trees and some 30 coconut trees, but claims that he does not
know how much cashew his wife sold during his absence on

his last contract which was in 1976, TIrom that contract he
brought back 3 1/2 contos in cash and 50 contos in deferred
pay, His bonus certificate had expired because of family
problems - the desertion of his second wife = which had pre-
vented his return to the mines within the required period

of eight months, If there was a chance of working another
contract he would definitely take it, he said,

¥iccls Peasant Household

doysehold: Van and wife in their sixties, two teenage
sons attending school, three children under
ten, one of whom looks after the animals,

A - - - nr - ) vV -l -

avay Two sons working in lMaputo, one for the Veter
inary Department and one on a citrus estate;
the old mother of the head of the family.,

Mfeu worked six mine contracts, the last in 1959. During
this period of his 1life he also worked one period of chibalo
on the railways, He paid lobolo from his mine wages and tien
settled down to farm three machambas, for which he had paid
10 escudos to the cabo and the usual annual tribute, and on
Wiich he cultivated me:iz;e, groundnuts, sweet potatoes and
Mmpkin, In 1976 he acquired two additional machambas,

Joth machongo, one allocated by the GD in a nei,g‘_fw::faourin,,

“ll and vhich is two hours' walking distance. ie OWAS

{0 cashey trees and less than a dozan coconut trees a?‘;m-.
.9 citrus, His principal sales are of oashew nut‘:jff:,,.,,.'ﬂ
*1® last harvest he sold only three sacks in three ‘flwqi &
*lls (total proceeds were 870 escudos), but in thLllq‘r'_é ' andl
:r"’f better harvests, he bought his first oxen, i“' ',\t'\-'; done
“Plough, in 1965, He now owns two oxem, five el |

= tle.

:'1{; and ten chickens. He has bred most of his Zi:ﬁt times,
i _ . rece .
o ;:ultural production has been decllningbi,l;t]e e still
4 2 r ‘@ ec . .

hag th to poor rains and the mafekefeke the machONEDs

ca 'y . 3 rom
shew nuts to market, but no surplus f

‘__4
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He paid taxes regula
The two growm )

s out his oxen anc plough,

o bire : pugh
has never been short of food,

ing in [faputo Province, The eldest lost his

rly
S0OnNs are

from the compensati T3 | eéye in an
gecident and fron npe ion, his father arranged

srriage. This son has worked away from home for three
yoars. The younger son worled a mine contract durins
and then found work on a citrus farm in lVaputo

his

i o Q f.
during 1974,
rrovince,

wsent Miner/Middla Feasant

gousehold of 3

At home: Vife and a nephew aged 10
pay working on
the mines: family head aged 58

frmesto is 58 years old, and is away working his 18th con-
gract on the mines, He first contracted for mine work in
1930 wvhen he was 21 years old, He is presently working as
a 'Boss-boy!, His wife is 14 years younger than hin, and
yorks their land during his absences in South Africa, They
fave no children but are caring for a nephew of ten years
pld who goes to school, The family began to work this land
in 1964 previously they had lived on mission land, They
have good machongo land, and enough to leave some to lie
fallow for periods of several years at a time, They grow
mize, groundnuts, cassava, and produce enough to eat
and 2 surplus of cassava and citrus fruit to sell, They
have 150 coconut trees and 160 cashew trees and sold cashew
mts from their last harvest to the amount of 1,300500,
ey owvn no means of production, but hire plough and oxen
for several weeks a vear, for which they paid 500 escudos on
the last occasion, Neighbours help with the working of the
land when Ernesto is absent., Though he does not tell his
Wife how much he earns, Ernesto makes a point of sending
Woney home to his wife, The round cement house with a
thatched roof in which the family lives was built with mo=~
ey from previous contracts., The house has a sleeping and
#ating area and is plainly furnished with chairs, table anc
®pboard, During this present contract Ernesto nas sent his
¥ife two amounts of 3,0004$00 each, I'rom this sum she has |
Sought cement and hired a man to make the blocks .for the new
80use now under construction. They plan to buy cattle “c"xt‘_
W7 husband sent 2l ,000$00 with a friend returning home e
S wife has not yet received this sum, Her husband plans %
% end his mine work, but has continued in the hope of being

$ented a Long Service Award,




rm Miner/Middle Peasant

w-te

gousehold wife of 41

child of 10
'future wife!

glexandre has worked 14 contracts in the mine
for 16 months or.more:a - hence he has been absent almost cor
ginually since his first contract in 1964, He also 2 o qm-
germs of forced labour earmning 100$00 a ronth in '.'-.;;pqt: " He
pas 2 cement houses and a very large grain store, "ith.-wu;--
grom the mines he has bought a radio, a sewing machine 11;,, '"\
wtch, During his last contract he sent home 14,000$00 a--1;~ 3
received 18,000300 in deferred pay., He learnt to be a tailor
§n South Africa, but as yet he has not set himself up in
this business, This family has 4 rachambas in which they

use 2 rotative crop system, This year has been so bad that
they have not produced sufficient food to eat and some monevy
pas been spent on basic foodstuffs, Normally they could ho-pc
to sell 2 sacks of maize and 20 sacks of groundnuts, They
also have 500 cashew trees and 150 coconut trees, The fam-
ily also owns a donkey, 5 goats, 1 pig and 8 chickens, They
paid 80000 last year to have their land ploughed,

S = the mjcrit.‘

Shopkeeper/Medium Peasant

Household : wife and 7 dependents
(children and cousins)

AMenfo is a shopkeeper in this cell, This shop was originally
opened by the latifunddrio on his estate, Alemdo took over
the shop in 1975, It has since been nationalised, and he pays
& rent of 20008400 a month, For 10 years he worked for the
latifundario in his maxixe business, and before that spent
J.years each in the army and the police, He was the first
Mrican to be left solely in charge of a business in maxixe,
o married in 1966 and acquired the land which now surrouncs
bs house for a nominal sun (10{$00) : land at this time was
#45y to get because many people had fled from the 'labour
Wligation! area, He considers that his land is insufficient
for his family's needs, although he has 200 cashew trees,

130 coconut trees, some citrus, papaya, banana and mango
frees, This year he also produced 10 sacks of maize, 7 of
®ndioc, 17 of groundnuts and a few other vegetables. Drought
"d disease have reduced the crop and the majority of the
oduce has been reserved for home consumption. He earned
190300 from the sale of maize and mandioc, He owns chickens,
) goats, ducks and a pig. He has a car in which he had a
"*rious accident and is now liable to pay 2000$00 in compm‘l:-’
?tir’“ éach month, or else his car will be confiscated to.;n)
"® sum, His wife and 2 salaried workers help in his Sh(-)spt.t.;,
,.t iresent, profits from sales just cover Wages, rent :m‘i el
U8t of new stock, However, he has just received his licenc

sugar
:‘:lchimeans he can sell a wider range of Pro‘iu?ts'iz'i; (.x::a
1500300 - nd profits from these al by have

in & month, He built his 5~room alvineria houﬁgst of
t:ﬁ. "onthly deductions made from his wages for the (.:pnnrﬂtn
Went, wood and other materials, His house has a se]

___—-—
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. room and bathroon, and a barraca (a roofed simple

ing : o
o‘(,n_‘_,,tmctc:lon) for cooking and storage, Alemfo was secre-
sary to the GD of the cell, According to members of atie

gD eircle, he did a good Jjob and mobilisation has been

geaker since he left, He is clearly one of the better-off
sants in the area, His future depends on his shop

ghich the administration may convert into a consumer's

yrtisan/Middie Peasant

Household s 2 wives
1 .3=-year=old child

#ilario has worked eight mine contracts but has been absent
grom home for the greater part of the last 25 years, His
first mine contract was in 1951, and he completed 8 contracts
in the subsequent 12 years, However, after returning from
Ssuth Africa with a sewing mmchine, bought with his mine
wages, he started work as a tailor in a shop in NMorrumbene
district, He worked at this for 11 vyears and has returned
home permanently only this year, He is in the process of
gonstructing an alvanaria house, At present he has a cement
house, 2 huts and 2 grain storers, He has also bought ma=-
terials to build a water tank, lNMoney from South Africa has
also been used to buy a radio, a record player, 2 watches,
amill and a plough., The latter is rented out for 100{00

a time, Vhilst in South Africa he sent back 7000{00, as

well as clothes and food for the family, He charges approx-
fmately 100500 for each item of clothing he makes, The
family has a donkey, ducks, chickens and seven pigs which
are looked after by the women, Hilario inherited his ma=-
chamba from his father 20 years ago and it is worked by

bis 2 wives, Last harvest they were able to sell 2 sacks

of mandioc flour for 600{$00, and 3 latas of mafurra in
sxchange for 9 kilos of salt., In good years they would ex=
pect to earn 4500§ from the sale of groundnuts, but this

year production is low and only enough for home consumption,
e has also 150 cashew trees which gave § tins of nuts, all
for home consuption, .40 coconut treces were also used to

feed the family, 8 young citrus trees have not started
Producing yet,

Zelarpenter/Middle Peasant
Household

72 year old Head of Household, his 67 year old
wife, a married daughter and her three small
children,

f;ggsm worked six mine contracts in South Africa between
Catélind 1936, Prom his mine wages he bought three head of
COnc.,“ e carpentry tools, and after his final contract he
rl...ntmted on working his land and on carpentry. He bc:u{:ht
"*fr;t*:l;gh and built his first brick house from the proceecs
of r;urs combination worlc, He works 3 ha of land, a ha each
. soil, sandy soil and machongo, He owns 40O cashew
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srees, 500 coconut 1trees and some 40 tangerine
1974 he sold 12*53(.:;(5 of: cashew and eight sacks
the 1976 harvest yleidec-._eleven sacks of cotton
sacks of coconuts, PFarlier harvests were even better
in 1964 when he grew and sold 60 sacks of grouncnut
ams 2 plough and uses it to plough the fields of othoras

also three oXxen, three cows, two donkeys, rabbits t:ur}---:u

and ducks. The donkeys are used to draw water f‘rém “‘e:t' 5
siver and to carry the harvest, Zrnesto abandoned 111‘5
garpentry some years ago because his hands became shaky

ge prides himself on his success as an agriculturist ‘:1;1*
sontinues to take a grasat interest in the agricullm-: u:_

the district. He does not favour the ways in which labour

is being reorganised in Homoine, He considers it a I:li:;tixl\v

to prevent or discourage people from using the practice of
mtsima because he finds it a better form of labour organi-
sation than the one presently being introduced, He is of

the opinion that without the use of matsima food production
will drop, This is because those who "really know about
agriculture" had depended on matsima in the past, He claime
sd that these 'agricultores'!' were being singled out for

attack as people who had been favoured by the colonial
admdnistrators: '"ile are described as people with a colonial
mentality who had accepted capitalistic methods of production”
he said, "People are being told to reject our methods and
ideas, It is said that people did not produce enough food

in the past because they were exploited and because they
worked on an individual basis and that only group work cone
gentrated on collective machambas will ensure sufficient

food production for the future. e work in groups now,

but many people do not turn up. Today we are forbidden to
hire tractors as some of us did in the past., Only communal
villages and co=-operatives are allowed to hire tractors,”
Ernesto clearly expresses ideas shared by some of the poa=
sants in the same socio=economic position as himself, Iiie
wuld like not only to be able to hire a tractor, but even

t0 buy one, though he subesquently claimed he did not have
sufficient money to make such a purchase, He probably
under-estimated the extent of his land h0ldings. He Was
mrvous during the interview and asked what decisions could

% expected to issue from Maputo.

trees, In
of rice:
and tyelve
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family of a Builder

I : 50
fousehold : Husband, aged 26, two wives, aunt of OU

three children under 10,

Me family of Bdmundo works three pieces of land, two hanc::
ovn by an uncle who had previously paid regular am?ua.l :3:.-}((--'
bute to the latifundio owner, and the third previﬂubl,\g:r-n
% the old aunt, His father had been a capotage of SO0 L
but dieq when Edmundo was a child, They AL, DREES 1‘(-*3{’\!“‘“&_
ﬁ':e land when Edmundo returned from Beira where he :ah‘nm;

:ﬂ for four years as a builder and had then r‘.turn‘-‘*-v*p n-.f

io Practice this trade, This is his Pl‘incipﬂll-;:?-";;; made
q?m‘""l and during the first seven months of 171 -‘rf materials
oout 25 contos from his trﬂdf), thou{_‘,‘h the cost O

4_—4
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sas tO pe deducted from this amount, The tools of hi

trade include a metal trowel, a plumb line ang a ballis.
string, which he bought wh.?n hrfa worked in Beira, The ;).1"
i1y's ag-ricultural production is slight a fow bags -ofamj-
ajoc and groundnuts, some coconuts, and 4 Produciné 2 man-
trees. Duriz:lg th? year hoplgs were sold to the vaiuera?ge
1400400, Using his cash income from his building worko
2dmundo bought 5 sacks of maize meal, 3 cans of rice :'1 d
s gacks of groundnuts, journeying to Vilanculos espeéiallll .
to make these purchases because prices there are lower ’
though transport for himself and his sacks on the bus ;xte
up & large part of the saving he had made by buying in a
jover=price area, The fami}y lives in several grass huts
put two brick houses are under construction, Inside the
living quarters there are a table and stools only, Edmundo
has never worked a mine contract but would sign one now if
the route were open, Their land has not produced enough
food to eat, and house=~building is tailing off now that the
sine route is open to so few,

Airtisan Household

Household : wife and 5 children

Bugenio is a stone-mason who has never worked in the mines,
To learn this trade he went to Inhambane and paid 3000300
to start his apprenticeship., He trained for 7 years, re-
¢eiving no money at a2ll during this period, and having to
pay rent and food from the small amounts of money sent to
him by his father, After 3 years in Vilanculos, he return-
ed to his place of birth, Chokwe, to marry, After working
for one year at 40400 a day, he decided to become self-
employed, He moved to Buvane 9 years ago, At present he
is working with 4 others as a house builder, charging
25,000800 for each house, Work is hard to find at the mo-

sent and he has been ill and unable to work during the last
% months,

fgenio has 3 machambas, which he and his wife both work,
along with the children after school hours, The third mach=
fmba is 3 km from the house - Eugenio and his wife both get
U before dawn to walk to the machamba, Dugenio Workf‘,

there for several hours and then continues walking to Forrufv
bene where he usually works, They have no ma chungo land, :;r;d
%cause of this they argue that the land they have 18 g
ielent for their needs, This assessment is brought on by'i
e lack of rain and the insect attacks which have reduce(;_).‘;
*T% production this year, He has 140 cashew trecs g e
S0conut trees, as well as small numbers of other fr'uit. tLEC:-
mpeya, ¢itrus, peach, etc, He also gTrOowWS peanuts anc ¥

1 :} f aize and ma H y ~pe was no sur=-
. = £l - . -
y of these cCrops all were consume at Ul“(“ |

4lso hag | oxen and 1 cow, a pig and some ducks, 111
! ¢h he has sold this year, He has a plough ind ::il;'s s
-f”th"r of which he rents out for payment. e a year,
ment ag g stonemason brings in about 18 contos

. ;__—4
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ouse, 2 thatched huts and a kitchen,
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; " 5 a H : ..Stuff‘:ﬁ, and
petrol, sugar, etc, ecause of his illness he

dy borrowed 4 contos to buy food on which to survive,
pay back at least 2 contos by December, and he is
e will not have the money., He has an unfurnished

AT present
nd his family are having a very hard time as a re-

tthbotho:[‘ his illness and a bad harvest,
8
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g0l Yo
pial member

3
Husband, wife,
child of two years old,

a0 -1

ando lived with I}is parents until two years ago when his
ﬁer gave him a piece of land and he received a sec
;hﬁ sgchongo during the 1977 distribution of this lan

db
e CD, He owns no means of production, only a hoe and z

atana (large knife), but borrowed his father's plough for
%% land, His land and his trees (15 coconut ana 30 cashew)
wye barely started producing., They have grown small quan-
wiies of maize, groundnuts and a little cassava, but have
%0 be careful, in the case of the goundnuts, to leave seed
for the next vear's CTOD. Of seven papaya plants, six are
goducing fruit, The family owns two chickens and a pig
¢ich was bought when it was young for 3008400, and which

us been fed on papaya for lack of anything better, At the
vme of the interview the wife was husking rice by hand,

Me diet of this family consists of cassava, maize porridge
! pumpkin leaves which they collect from neighbours now
#at they have eaten their own, UVhen there is no cassava
they eat the leaf of the plant, They eat one meal a day at
yght-time, They never have meat or fish, The wife's mo=-
ther zave them 2 tins of milho some months ago, but their
wrents do not have enough themselves to support their
#ildren, The family lives in a hut and have a smaller
woking hut, but no food store; in any case there is rarely
wy food to store, This is a poor and hungry family, There
s 10 money for fuel for the lamp so they go to sleep in the
@rk, Armando has worked @ur mine contracts between 1965

Wd 1976 and is desperate to return to the mines or to find
Wy work to alleviate his poverty. For his first contract
# worked as a labourer on Rand Leases Mine earning 17$50

#f day, The next two contracts were on Durban Deep as &
Mpe=boy! then 'store boy!, earning 22$00 per day. His
:“ai contract was at Venterspost in 1975/6. As 'pickanin
¥98-boy! he received R1,03 rising to R1.52 a day., After

“s last contract the mine management refused to glve any

:: “s group a bonus card because it was said that the FMozam=
&ﬁf government would refuse permission for more miners to
.J,; In' During this last year he has tried to find work on
. 12nd of others but succeeded only in earning 50 escudos

;: W0 days' work, He borrowed 500400 to buy soap, kero=
ine and Salt.

ond piece,
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p family of Sick Ex=Miner
fool
susenold 3 wife and 3 young children

, His first m ontract was in 1968, e ‘
?;’:he railways in Maputo under forced labour':hgﬁ(‘}-:a:\;zkm.
00300, He was unable to ?omplete his second mine contrac
;;cause of i]_lI-IGSS al:ld received only 1508400 in com‘-uen&;zaut:oLt
som the administration in Morrumbene, e believes the n
st of the money was stolen 'in transit!, 1In 1976 b s
,';mj as an assistant to.the driver of the local shop, H;
aved some money from this work which he used to buy cement
% is in the process of building a:. brick-block house but .
dnce he has become unemployed he is again short of l:'loney
mis family has 3 machambas, including 1 ha of ma chongo, :
wroally maize, cassava and groundnuts are grown, In this
wd year only the lattér 2 have produced at all; there is
w surplus to sell, Agosto also has 47 cashew and 17 cocoe
mt trees, as well as a few citrus, banana and mango trees,
me trees are too small to produce and the family has been
mable to sell any produce at all this year, The livestock
they hdd, have all ciecd, They paid 350800 to hire oxen for
| veek, This family is dependent on help from relatives to
wy kerosene, sugar, soap, salt, etc, In bad months the
fadly lives in hunger,

ed through jl).

‘oor 0ld Couple = Retired Miner

indosse inherited the land he now works from his father,

five years ago he acquired a small piece of machongo land,

@ 2 young boy he worked as a cattle herder for his father,
! later he was employed on Rocha'!s latifundio - being

#id 25000 a month for full-time work, In 1948, he had his
‘irst contract on the mines, and after his second contract

® vas forced to work in Vila Pery in the forestry section

f the administration, Forced labour meant that all men bo=
Ween the ages of 15 and 65 were rounded up at night and

“ken away to work in different areas, f the conto they
“med in the 11 month period, one-third had to be used to

Ay tax, Returning home, he was then forced to woi*k 3 days

! veek on Rocha's latifundio, this time earning 50300 for

U days work, Over the equivalent period, women received
9w of cloth, After 3 months of this work, Fimlosse hacd
:1111 not been paid, so he fled to South Africa to earn mOney
" overdue taxes, He completed 7 more contracts, until
% when he vas 52, and stopped working in the minns.h
fm “round this time enforced stricter control over tto{w-
,f"‘”‘“ion of certain crops. This meant Rocha crnp}oyof~n;.
L Mople, to produce fewer but higher quality cropfs

. being
}::e Yas therefore free to remain in the arei‘- wifxlii?":(t‘imﬂ
ge wns 15 St

e 0 to work for Rocha, The land he owns rs, He has

~.-;;.‘:;M needs of himself and his wife in good 5_'0{:(,“(_0 {yomn

See. D 200 gqnd 300 cashew trees; the surplus PToC /= . o

ah 13 sacks in the last harvest) are sold to ‘:1‘!12‘0”:“0 -

'.x..'-g' He also sells bananas, earning @a total 0" troes, and
g haWEBt. He has some coconut and citrus

Now

___-4
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ys maize, groundnuts and rice, He hag no
sxcept one pig, and no t?ols Or machines €except a knif
an AX€. Last year he paid 100400 to have his 1: i

teen years of mine labour has not pProvided |
with securiij in their old age, in tre
Mficient income,

livtﬁtuck,

anc
X ] r .

nd ploughed

this couple
€S or land to

ensure

an 01d Ex=Miner Living Alone
e —— =

yotico is 80 years old and has a long history of both mine
labour and forced labour, He worked 9 contracts on th;-
mines for a total of 16 years., He has also served .
of forced labour around Maxixe for between 3 and 4 months
sach time, Payment was minimal(60$00). Notico lives in .
gingle hut, The money he earned in South Africa was used
to pay tax and to lobolo 3 wives,and also to buy basic
foodstuffs, He acquired no material goods except a hoe,
and used to make a small amount of money as a carpenter
paking window frames, He has no livestock at all and has

j smaell machambas near his house, This year's harvest Pr'O=
guced 2 sacks of cassava and 2 of groundnuts which is suff-
jcient for subsistence, He sold one sack of peanuts for
360300 and one of cassava for 240$00, and this is his sole
income, In good years he will also hope to sell cashew
mts and greater quantities of groundnuts and cassava,

is year his cashew trees were diseased and he collected
only 1 sack of nuts, He also has 2 coconut trees, loney
from the harvest is used to buy supplementary food, Notico
18 living on the edge of survival and has no reserves on
¥iich to fall back, He has at least 2 sons who never help
Mo in any way,.~- but are prepared to help consume his crops
in good years, The GD was contracted to see if the sons
eould be made to help their father in some way,

9 terms

Hdow of a Miner

Yoman and 3 children

Milina was married to a miner who died in South Africa in
974, She received 10,0004$00 in compensation, which h;?ﬁ
Mlready all been spent, The ‘family has 2 machambas which
Mey acquired L years ago, They have 13 cashew, 13 cdco?\i‘ﬁ.

Papaya and 3 tangerines trees, Other trees have not-_.lr‘“-
Buced yet, This harvest has only provided enough for home
“nsumption and re-seeding., She has only 3 chickens and '\
808, The family live in 2 huts in extremely bac :;:r_mtzi tic?.—m‘.‘
*1 her husband was alive they managed on a combined in r]u:-
"% mine work and the machamba, Now she must rely on I-:nl or
el especially her brother-in-law to help her. =inct .
Rsban died machamba production has decreased,
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Lo vogen Living foong
glemind 18 h? a?i—} li‘vzst:‘{izh her aged mother in
i, The husbands O otl h?se women worked
. they Are both C].:LVOI"CG_C.I. The father died 2 years ago
a,ohwr‘“mmn Ak bhen 1l chently and this has prevented
yor jgaughter from Ehng to work on a large farm in Vaxixe A
L”tyﬁu‘5310m%na earned 300{00 and her board for a mont:'j
”ﬁishexﬂukeu-% total of ? months, She did not want ﬂj‘
ﬁthﬂsbadly pald work;ﬁnrt:lt‘was her oniy means of obtaining
wificient mon?‘f to ?LfrwlYe.- The large machamba is owned by
‘ﬂnmjﬁcan who divides it ?nto sections for cultivation b
dividual workera, From this year'!s harvest the two women
ntimﬂytﬁm:tin of §ashey for 45$00. In a normal year .
gey would hope for five times this quantity from their 20
ees, They could also hope, in a good year, to produce
) sacks each of maize and groundnuts, This vyear there was
swrely enough for subsistence, Their 2 small machambas were
wth given to them i years ago by neighbours, and the majority
# land is given over to cassava production for their food,
Bey have no livestock andonly ahoe to work the ground, Last
war in December they received 1500400 from Salemina's work
Wt this was all used to pay off debts, Any cash they have
4 used to buy food, olothing and blankets, They used to
wke baskets but now they have no material, They are extre-
wly poor, with very little possibility of changing that
ftuation, Salemina cannot work whilst her mother is sick
. this neans there is less food than ever and no money for
mdicine,

a single

s

in South Africa
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