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INTRODUCTION

This guide is published as a companion volume in the British Documents on End of Empire
Project and as a Public Record Office handbook. The first handbook in the series, Records of
the Colonial Office, Dominions Office, Commonwealth Relations Office and Commonwealth
Office, describes the work and records of the departments primarily responsible for the
administrative arrangements for handling Britain’s relations with dependent territories. This
second volume seeks to extend the researcher’s awareness of the involvement of other
departments of state in colonial affairs, and of the relevant records they produced, during the
twentieth century. Although the description which follows emphazises colonial aspects of
British policy, researchers should be aware that, given the nature of the records concerned,
the remit of the volume is considerably larger than that of the first. Britain’s position as a
world power, with a range of economic, political and strategic commitments and priorities,
constitutes a central concern of the records now described. The records of empire in its
broadest sense - informal as well as formal - are thus the focus of the volume. Commissioned
to coincide with the period covered by the series A and B volumes in the first stage (1925-
1957) of BDEEP, the volume is concerned mainly with that period. Its contents are, however,
useful in identifying earlier and later material; many of the record classes described cover
much longer periods.

A substantial part of the handbook is concerned with the records of the Cabinet. While the
colonies were not consistently on the Cabinet agenda, a considerable amount of time was
taken up with colonial issues, particularly after the Second World War. The records of the
Cabinet and its committees provide a key to evolving ministerial and official attitudes to
colonial affairs, and to the involvement of the various departments. Compilers of the guide
have cut through the time-consuming task of using existing finding aids to Cabinet
memoranda and committee papers by identifying material relevant to colonial affairs, and
have described the records of some 500 committees and sub-committees. The Cabinet
committees are described in a chronological list, providing an overview of the growth of
Cabinet involvement in colonial affairs, and an alphabetical master list which provides more
detailed information including covering dates and the names of ministers and officials
involved.

A briefer chapter examines the role of the Prime Minister’s Office. Until the Second World
War the Prime Minister’s involvement with the colonies was limited to a few highly topical
subjects such as policy relating to the naval base at Singapore, German claims for the return
of former colonies, and the situation in Palestine. After the war the Office reviewed the
potential contribution of the colonies to the crucial balance of payments question, and took an
ongoing interest in financial issues affecting the colonies. It also became involved in political,
defence and security issues, for instance the emergency in Kenya, and in preparations for
decolonization.

The developing role of the Foreign Office in colonial affairs, in the face of mounting
international criticism of British policy and the rise in nationalist agitation for independence,



is also described. The amount of Foreign Office documentation relative to colonial affairs
grows significantly from the 1930s to the 1940s, and increases markedly in the 1950s. The
records become a key source for the study of colonial policy, particularly for the Middle East,
Asia and Africa. They have, however, tended to be underused, partly because of their
daunting bulk and partly because researchers more familiar with the records of the Colonial
and Dominions Offices have lacked knowledge of departmental responsibilities and hence of
where to locate information. The guide describes the growth of the relevant Foreign Office
depa,rtments, traces dePaItmental resPonsibility for each country and region, and provides

summaries of the relevant record classes.

Records of the Treasury cover the whole range of business of the British government, and are
essential in tracing the development and implementation of colonial policy. Arising from the
Treasury’s responsibility to comment upon and approve all financial matters affecting the
colonies, its files include extensive documentation on a broad range of topics such as loans
and grants; medical, education and agricultural projects; and appointments and staffing
structures. Files also illustrate debates on financial priorities, and on the relationship of the
UK to the colonies and of the colonies to one another. While there is no dramatic increase in
the quantity of Treasury records relating to colonial affairs as there is in the case of Foreign
Office records, with the changing nature of the Treasury’s role, and particularly with the
growing importance of the interdepartmental committee system, the records become
increasingly significant. By describing administrative arrangements within the Treasury as
they evolved during the period of the study, analysing changing registry practices, and
summarising the contents of relevant series, the handbook minimises the complexities of
using the records.

As well as this detailed coverage of the records of the Cabinet, Prime Minister’s Office,
Foreign Office and Treasury, a chapter is included which lists the major records series
relevant to certain aspects of colonial studies among the records of departments such as the
Admiralty, the Air Ministry and Ministry of Aviation, the Board of Trade, the Ministry of
Defence and the Ministry of Labour.

Records of interdepartmental committees are also covered. The interdepartmental committee
structure offers a useful window into government policy and its implementation. There was a
noticeable decrease in the number of standing advisory committees during and after the war,
and a dramatic growth in the number of more utilitarian and productive technical committees
as the government increasingly relied on them to evaluate the economic and technical
ramifications of its policies. Despite these changes there was one constant: the inclusion of
the Treasury on the great majority of the committees. Interdepartmental records are not easy
to trace; they are scattered through the records of the departments concerned. An extensive
search has identified the papers of about 150 of the committees and they have been described
in terms of their activities and colonial interests and their composition.

During the period 1925-1957, and particularly in the post-war period, there was also a
considerable growth in the number of international organisations which became involved in
colonial affairs. Records concerning Britain’s involvement with about 200 of the more
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important international organisations have been traced, and their objectives and involvement
with British colonial policy have been described. Neither this list, nor that describing records
of international conferences concerned with colonial affairs, is exhaustive, but they provide
readers with a starting point for locating additional material.

This volume has been compiled with a grant from the Economic and Social Research
Council, and with additional support from the British Academy, under the direction and
supervision of Dr Anne Thurston, honorary research fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth
Studies in the University of London. Thanks go to the members of the research team who
contributed so much to its completion: Dr Kweku Ampiah, Anita Burdett, Dr Augustus
Caseley-Hayford, Sara Corrigall, Irungu Houghton, Sasha Newman, Dr Aderemi Oyewumi,
Victoria Pasley, and Dr Janet Topp-Fargion.






CHAPTER 1

OVERVIEW OF CABINET MACHINERY AND INVOLVEMENT IN COLONIAL/
IMPERIAL AFFAIRS

1.1 THE ROLE OF THE CABINET
1.1.1 Growth of the Cabinet System

The Cabinet’s major function is its responsibility for formulating, directing and defending
government policies. Its members are appointed by the prime minister. They are ministers who act
as political heads of the major departments of state, though ministers without portfolio may be
included. Non-Cabinet ministers are sometimes called upon to attend meetings when issues
affecting their departments are under discussion. Ministers are individually responsible for their
departments and collectively responsible for government policies as a whole. In addition to its main
function, the Cabinet is also the final arbiter in interdepartmental disputes, a role which it performs
through a system of Cabinet committees.

The Cabinet owes its origin to the struggle for power between sovereign and parliament. Its
emergence in the seventeenth century was largely due to the need for ministers to agree on policy,
and to present a united front in their deliberations with the sovereign. Since its inception the Cabinet
has changed little in substance and by the beginning of the nineteenth century the structure of the
modern Cabinet system was visible. Thereafter the Cabinet’s position was further strengthened and
transformed by the extension of the franchise and the evolution of the political parties.

Prior to the First World War it was normal for the Cabinet to include most ministers. There was no
permanent Cabinet secretary, no formal preparatory agenda and little record was kept of discussion.
Only the field of defence was considered to require co-ordinated administration. By [1904] the
Committee of Imperial Defence (see Sections 1.3.1 and 2.3) had been reconstructed as an advisory
committee to the Cabinet with a small secretariat of its own.

In 1916 two developments occurred in the Cabinet system. Firstly, a small War Cabinet was
established with the effect that most ministers attended only those meetings at which matters
relating to their departments were being considered. Secondly, the CID secretariat was adapted to a
War Cabinet secretariat. In 1920 the Treasury placed the Cabinet Office, of which the secretariat
was the central core, on a permanent footing, and gradually it came to underpin the structure of the
Cabinet system. The Cabinet secretariat, which is described in detail in Section 1.3, developed
regular procedures for Cabinet business and kept its records.

The size of Cabinet grew steadily with the establishment of new departments. From the 1920s an
increasing number of departments were not represented directly in Cabinet.

During the Second World War Cabinet membership was reduced to seven or eight ministers who
made urgent day-to-day decisions, controlled resources and formulated strategies. Meetings were
frequent and irregular, and the volume of work increased significantly. The Chiefs of Staff (see
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Section 1.3.6) and large numbers of other officials and ministers were called in for consultation as
necessary.

After the war more new ministries were created and Cabinet was again expanded. At the same time
it met more frequently. Whereas before 1914 it met about forty times a year, increasing to about
sixty in the inter-war period, the number averaged ninety times or more after 1950.

The growing range of business in which government became involved and the need to co-ordinate
policy led to the extension of the Cabinet committee structure. This allowed Cabinet to concentrate
primarily on resolving issues and authorizing decisions, while committees carried out the more
time-consuming work of assembling the necessary information and formulating policy. The
committee system is described in Section 1.2. With the development of this more weighty
administrative system of government there was an increasing tendency for influential members of
the Cabinet to seek resolution through informal or personal meetings with the prime minister.

Fuller details will be found in Public Record Office Handbooks: 4 List of Cabinet Papers 1880-
1914 (London, 1964); 9 List of Cabinet Papers 1915 and 1916 (1966); 11 The Records of the
Cabinet Office to 1922 (London, 1966); and 17 The Cabinet Office to 1945 (London, 1975).

1.1.2 Cabinet Memoranda and Conclusions

Issues requiring consideration by Cabinet reached it in the form of memoranda, either from a
Cabinet member or through the committee system. Normally they were circulated before a Cabinet
meeting. The inclusion of items on the agenda of a Cabinet meeting was at the discretion of the
prime minister. While ministers had unrestricted rights, exercised at their own discretion, to submit
any issue of concern, it was understood that questions involving more than one department should
first be examined interdepartmentally.

Standard Cabinet memoranda consist of an explanation of the issue, with an indication of the
relevant considerations, an outline of possible solutions and a recommendation from the submitting
department for the course of action to be taken. Occasionally, memoranda were prepared merely for
information purposes or to report on progress already under Cabinet consideration.

Cabinet minutes, called conclusions after 1919, summarize the main points of the discussion and
provide a record of attendance. From 1939 a table of contents was compiled. The conclusions were
prepared by the Cabinet secretary, who circulated them to all present at the meeting and to the
sovereign. When necessary, additional copies were sent to the permanent heads of Treasury,
Foreign Office and Chiefs of Staff. Extracts were sent to non-Cabinet ministers on matters that
concerned them.

1.1.3 Cabinet Involvement in Colonial/Imperial Affairs
An examination of colonial issues that reached Cabinet by memoranda will indicate the concerns

which occupied the government at the highest level and how they were approached - politically,
administratively and economically.
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In the period under consideration the Cabinet took a consistent interest in broad questions of
colonial administration and policy. In the late 1920s and the 1930s it took a particular interest in
closer union between territories in various regions. Plans were put forward for the federation of
Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland and for a closer union between Kenya,
Tanganyika, Zanzibar and Uganda. Such a solution was also examined for the West Indies in 1933
and 1934. The question arose again after the war and from 1955 in regard to the establishment of
the Federation of Malaya and the Central African Federation.

Constitutional issues were discussed regularly, starting with Ceylon in 1928 and 1929 and coming
under scrutiny again during the war. Constitutional questions concerning Jamaica, Malaya and
Malta were also examined during the war years. The constitution and administration of Malta were
considered throughout the 1930s and in 1955 a claim was made for Maltese representation in
parliament at Westminster. However, it was not until after the war and especially in the early 1950s
that constitutional issues really came to the fore in Cabinet discussion. Constitutional changes for
Zanzibar, Hong Kong, Singapore, Gold Coast and Nigeria were proposed during this time.

Before the war, the Cabinet was concerned with the territories’ contribution towards the cost of
imperial defence. The Singapore naval base was another major pre-war concern. In the years
immediately prior to the war other specific defence issues were examined, such as the defence of
Ceylon and Penang. During the war, the only defence issues raised were those that could not be
dealt with by the Chiefs of Staff. These included measures required in the Far East and the threat of
the Japanese southward movement, the East Africa campaign of 1940 to 1941, the possibility of US
bases in the West Indies and operations in South West Pacific. The Cabinet was, however, kept well
informed on the war developments through monthly reports on the colonies prepared by the
secretary of state for the colonies and on mandated territories by the minister of supply.

Middle East questions related mainly to Iraq and Palestine. The Baghdad-Haifa pipeline-railway
was discussed in the late 1920s and early 1930s. During the 1930s questions of Britain’s position in
Iraq were raised when Iraq was admitted into the League of Nations. British policy in Palestine was
of major concern during the 1930s and a large part of the 1940s until the establishment of Israel as
an independent state.

Colonial development was another recurrent theme. In the late 1920s the Cabinet discussed the
possibility of relieving the domestic unemployment problem by developing colonial markets.
Development issues were raised again in 1940 when a statement on policy on colonial development,
welfare and research was examined. The war delayed action but these matters were followed up at
the end of the war when the colonies were seen as valuable sources of food and raw materials.

Specific issues regarding raw materials and food were raised periodically. In the early 1930s the
need to develop resources in the colonies was acknowledged and the sugar, rubber and tin industries
were examined. After the war, with the emphasis on reconstruction and development, food and raw
material issues came up again. The world food shortage caused Cabinet to examine such subjects
as: the Groundnut Scheme in East Africa; obtaining cocoa from West Africa; rice supply problems;
the International Wheat Agreement (1949); and the work of the Overseas Food Corporation. In the
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early 1950s the Volta River Aluminium Scheme and the International Tin Agreement were
considered.

Communication questions were discussed before and after the war. In 1928 the Cabinet examined
the issue of cable and wireless systems in the West Indies and the government policy to be adopted
at the Imperial Wireless and Cable Conference of that year. This was tied into the concern felt by
the Committee of Imperial Defence over the effectiveness of empire communication systems. From
1951 the Cabinet examined overseas information services, looking at the report of the Drogheda

Committee on Overseas Information in 1953 and 1954.

Trade and finance issues were not raised to any great extent at Cabinet level but were largely
handled by committees.

1.2 CABINET COMMITTEES
1.2.1 The Growth of the Cabinet Committee System

The First World War generated the basis for an elaborate committee system. From this time onward
each administration formed its own committees according to its needs. Often they set up
committees to handle the same subjects but with altered membership and terms of reference (see
Section 2.3). Not until 1935 did any committee, other than the Home Affairs Committee, continue
from one administration to the next. In fact, during the inter-war years most of the committees
appointed were ad hoc, set up to deal with a particular problem, and terminated in a relatively short
time when reports had been made to the Cabinet or a final decision had been reached.

It was not until the middle of the Second World War that there was a successful attempt to create a
co-ordinated internal committee structure whereby particular categories of issues were regularly
referred to the same group of ministers. The need to improvize and adapt to unforeseen events led to
the evolution of a complex system of standing committees which continued in peacetime.
Thereafter, successive Cabinets have been characterized by comprehensive systems of standing and
ad hoc committees.

In theory ad hoc committees were intended to have a relatively short life, whereas standing
committees were appointed to deal with broader or recurrent issues that were anticipated to last the
lifetime of a government. In practice, however, there was frequently little difference either in duty
or direction between the two types of committee. Many ad hoc committees exercised long-term
duties. Both types of committee were supported by working parties, which were appointed to collect
and assemble information for a particular committee but had no role in debating or formulating
policy.

Before 1939 committee membership tended to be limited to ministers, although there was an
increasing tendency for ministers to be accompanied to meetings by officials. From the early days
of the war double decker committees began to be appointed, one of ministers and one of officials,
from the same departments. Ministerial committees continued the task of formulating and debating
policy. Official committees, composed of permanent secretaries and other officials, had narrower
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terms of reference and were essentially responsible to ministerial committees. They assembled and
organized material and took decisions on executing policy, but they were unable to make policy.

1.2.2 The Role of Cabinet Committees

Issues raised in Cabinet were likely to pass to the committee stage if the matter could not be
resolved without further consideration. The committees were usually appointed by the prime
minister or by Cabinet itself as a forum for ministers to put forward their points of view, find
solutions to problems, focus on issues and make policy. The terms of reference, composition and
title were set out in a memorandum which generally formed the first document in the committee’s
papers.

Membership of the committees was irregular but included ministers of all departments with a major
interest in the issue whether or not they were members of Cabinet. Generally the prime minister was
the chairman of committees handling major matters, while senior ministers without portfolio, such
as the lord president (see Section 1.3.5) or the departmental minister concerned chaired the others.

The secretary of the Cabinet appointed a secretary to each committee from his own staff, and each
assistant secretary in the office was normally secretary to several committees. The secretary was
responsible for calling the meetings, circulating papers and dealing with committee clerks on all
matters affecting the committees. Where a particular department was closely associated with the
work a joint or assistant departmental secretary was often appointed who would know where to
obtain the information required. In addition to recording information during the meetings and
drafting reports, both types of secretary drew the chairman’s attention to events or information
affecting the committee and monitored the action taken to implement the conclusions.

The committee system mirrored Cabinet. Matters were raised by memoranda circulated in advance
and the inclusion of an item on the agenda was at the discretion of the committee chairman.
Information flowed upward to the committees from various sources. While many papers were
prepared specifically for the committees, others started out in interdepartmental or departmental
committees. Eventually, having been revised at each stage, some became Cabinet papers. Minutes,
often fuller than those kept for Cabinet, were recorded and circulated to the departments concerned.

While the creation of a Cabinet committee indicated the importance of a subject, not all important
policy issues were discussed by committees. For instance, despite the numerous discussions of the
Seretse Khama affair, a racial dilemma concerning succession to Chieftainship in Bechuanaland
Protectorate, no committee was formed. The need for information, a conflict of departmental
interest or an emergency situation was a more likely criterion for attention by committee than were
ideological questions. In fact, those aspects of colonial affairs which were discussed most
extensively in Cabinet committees - defence, economic affairs and the Middle East - were hardly
covered in Cabinet deliberations.
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1.2.3 Cabinet Committee Involvement in Colonial/Imperial Affairs

The Cabinet committee involvement in colonial/imperial affairs is described in detail in Chapter 2,
and summarized here in broad terms. During the inter-war years many of the relevant committees
came under the Committee of Imperial Defence (CID) (see Section 1.3.1). A number of relevant
committees were associated with the Committee of Civil Research, or after 1930 the Economic
Advisory Council (see Section 1.3.4). The CID’s main concern was to make preparations in the
event of a war against Japan that would involve the energies of the entire empire. Singapore was
identified as the strategic focal point, and many committees examined the setting up of a naval base
there. Communication services were also important and radio, cable, beam wireless and mail
services were scrutinized. The demand and supply of raw materials for forces and civilian
populations overseas were also considered. Research at this time was mainly related to Africa and
specifically to the control of locusts and tsetse flies. From 1928 to 1930 the proposed Baghdad-
Haifa pipeline/railway was discussed in great depth, and many committees were set up to evaluate
the position regarding Palestine.

In the years immediately prior to the Second World War, the CID began to examine a range of new
subjects, all of which remained the preoccupation of committees throughout the war. These
included: supply questions to oversea territories, mainly of ammunition and armaments; the
procurement of raw materials and food, primarily from Africa; Middle East defence matters; and the
procurement of sufficient oil, primarily from Iraq.

The vital strategic importance of the Middle East led to the creation of numerous War Cabinet
committees set up to monitor the situation there. Towards the end of the war there was a great deal
of emphasis on the Far East and South-East Asian defences.

Other major wartime concerns were shipping shortages caused by the blockade and ways to avoid
shipping losses of vital items such as oil and food. The committees continually looked for ways to
alleviate the problem, for instance by reducing imports or establishing overland supply routes,
particularly across Africa to Cairo.

Once the United States of America (USA) entered the war numerous committees began to liaise
with the Americans on operations and supply issues. This trend intensified when the food and raw
material shortage became critical and the mutual aid and lend-lease programmes began to take
shape. These programmes mainly affected the South-East Asian territories.

Post-war concerns were primarily economically orientated. In an attempt to restore the balance of
payments the UK entered into trade and recovery negotiations, such as the European Recovery
Programme, with many countries. Most of the raw materials and foodstuffs with which the UK
could bargain were from the colonial territories. The world dollar crisis which persisted from the
late forties to roughly 1953 caused major consternation at Cabinet committee level and numerous
committees examined means of promoting trade within the sterling area. These involved
development projects in the colonies which, it was hoped, would become dollar earners and supply
many of the items formerly obtained from dollar sources.
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The shortage of rice in South-East Asia was, in the post-war period, a primary concern, and the UK
entered into procurement negotiations with Siam and Burma. The problem was further complicated
in the early fifties by the growth of communism, which it was feared could spread from Malaya
through the entire region and on to Africa.

Only towards the mid-fifties did constitutional issues begin to emerge on any significant level.
Colonial policy generally was reviewed with special attention to Cyprus and Malta.

1.3 CABINET OFFICE SECRETARIAT

The functions of the secretariat as defined in 1916 have continued essentially the same. In addition
to handling the memoranda and conclusions, the secretariat prepared agenda and arranged the
attendance of ministers at meetings and handled correspondence and general secretarial work of the
office. It supplied secretaries for Cabinet committees and such conferences as the prime minister
summoned, co-ordinated the activities of committees, boards, or bodies set up by and responsible to
Cabinet and recommended changes in the committee structure. In carrying out these functions the
members of the secretariat acted on the instructions of the prime minister, the chairmen of
committees and other ministers concerned. It was their duty to see that decisions of the prime
minister and the Cabinet were carried out, and they chased up action, reaching into the ministries
where necessary to get information.

The Cabinet Office worked closely with the prime minister. In some ways it functioned on a small
scale as a prime minister’s department, with the Cabinet secretary taking on some of the functions
of a permanent secretary. Nevertheless the office was entirely separate from the prime minister’s
small personal civil service staff.

At the head of the Cabinet Office was the immensely important secretary of the Cabinet. Despite the
steady growth of Cabinet business, his staff, who were senior officials in their own right, remained
at about a dozen throughout the period to 1957. By the end of the war they consisted of a deputy
secretary (civil), a deputy secretary (military), and an under-secretary, along with a number of
assistant secretaries, who handled between them the business of the Cabinet and its committees. For
instance, after the war, the business of the Defence Committee and its sub-committees was handled
jointly by military and civil deputy secretaries and an under-secretary.

There were in addition a number of bodies, boards, offices and sections which functioned as part of
or in association with the secretariat machinery. These are described below, in Sections 1.3.1-13, in
order of their date of establishment. The descriptions make reference to the relevant classes, which
are summarized in Chapter 3. The class summaries provide an indication of the colonial relevance
of the body concerned.

1.3.1 Committee of Imperial Defence

Set up in 1902, the CID was an advisory body without executive powers which kept the defence
situation as a whole constantly under review. It provided information needed for the formulation of
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policy on the changing naval, military and air situation, thus helping to ensure the co-ordination of
defence preparations, plans and expenditure.

Between the wars the committee’s responsibilities expanded to cover wider strategy and defence
matters, particularly preparations for warfare.

The CID met regularly, with the prime minister as the only permanent member, until the outbreak
of the First World War. It remained in abeyance until June 1920, when a Standing Defence Sub-
Committee was set up. In 1923 this was reconstituted as the CID and CID status was applied
retrospectively to the meetings held between 1920 and 1923. A secretariat was provided by the
Imperial, External Affairs and Defence Branch of the Cabinet Office which was set up in 1919 and
became the CID secretariat in 1922. The CID met monthly between 1923 and 1928, and then less
frequently until 1935. It met more frequently between 1935 and its absorption into the War Cabinet
in 1939.

As the CID became a more fixed body its membership became more regular. By the 1930s its
nucleus tended to consist of the three service ministers and the chiefs of staff; the secretaries of state
for foreign affairs, the colonies, the dominions and India; a Treasury minister; and permanent heads
of the Treasury and Foreign Office. Others, such as ministers from the dominions, were invited to
attend as necessary.

The initial flexibility of membership necessitated a well-organized permanent secretariat to co-
ordinate the committee’s work, and from the outset full minutes and memoranda were kept for the
committee and each of its subordinate bodies. Matters raised in the CID itself were allocated to one
of four series of memoranda, including series ‘C’ on Colonial Defence (CAB 5) and series ‘D’ on
miscellaneous matters (CAB 4) which included questions on the dependent territories. The secretary
to the committee until 1938, M Hankey, and his staff acted as secretaries to numerous sub-
committees and arranged for periodic reports to be submitted to the CID. The secretariat was also
concerned with the preparation of war books which were constantly under revision and provided a
means of co-ordinating departmental action.

The committee’s main work was conducted through its standing sub-committees. Day to day
matters were entrusted to the Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee (CAB 53), which was set up in 1924
and quickly became the most important element in the CID, together with its Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Sub-Committee (CAB 54). The most important standing sub-committee in terms of colonial affairs
was Colonial/Oversea Defence (CAB 7-CAB 11). Numerous ad hoc sub-committees were set up,
and the records are in CAB 16. The number of sub-committees was expanded prior to the Second
World War to deal with the committee’s enlarged responsibilities.

Relevant classes are listed in Section 3.2. Relevant committees are listed chronologically in Section
2.2 and are described in Section 2.3. Further details will be found in Public Record Office
Handbooks: 6 List of Papers of the Committee of Imperial Defence to 1914 (London, 1964); 11 The
Records of the Cabinet Office to 1922 (London, 1966); and 17 The Cabinet Office to 1945 (London,
1975); also in Part 1, Section 103 of the Public Record Office Guide.
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1.3.2 Historical Section

This section owed its origin to a memorandum by Lord Esher in September 1906 recommending
that the responsibility for compiling the naval and military history of the United Kingdom be
transferred to a department of the CID. After 1914 the section came under the aegis of the
Committee of Imperial Defence and later of the Cabinet Office. Its main work was the preparation
of the official histories of military operations in the First World War, the histories in the military
and civil series for the Second World War and official peacetime histories.

Registered files of the Historical Section are in CAB 103 and CAB 106, unregistered
correspondence and papers are in CAB 45, narratives in CAB 44, annotated copies of published
volumes of military histories in the Second World War in CAB 101 and papers for the civil series in
CAB 102. Records of the Committee for the Control of the Official Histories, 1940 to 1945, are in
CAB 98 and the work of this committee is described in Section 2.3. The unregistered files of the
historians of the official UK civil and military histories of the Second World War are in CAB 140.
See also Part 1, Section 102.6.1 of the Public Record Office Guide.

1.3.3 Joint Planning Staff

In 1924 the Chiefs of Staff Committee (see Section 2.3) was set up with the responsibility, held
jointly with the Committee of Imperial Defence (see Section 1.3.1) for advising the Cabinet on
defence policy as a whole. The Joint Planning Committee (see Section 2.3) was set up in 1927 in
the office of the CID to assist the Chiefs of Staff in their work (see Section 1.3.6). It was composed
of the directors of plans of the three services including, from 1936, three extra officers drawn from
the navy, army and air force respectively.

The Joint Planning Staff were the main agents of the Chiefs of Staff in preparing reports on
problems of strategy and were responsible for keeping the whole strategic situation under constant
review. The files of the Joint Planning Staff are in CAB 119 and the papers of their committees are
in CAB 84. Minutes and memoranda are in CAB 138.

1.3.4 Economic Advisery Council

A Committee of Civil Research was established in 1925 as a standing committee reporting to the
Cabinet, analogous in principle to the Committee of Imperial Defence. It was a purely advisory
body without fixed membership. It considered, from a central standpoint, the development of
economic, scientific and statistical research in relation to civil policy and administration and was
responsible for defining new areas of enquiry. It worked through a system of sub-committees, the
most important being the tsetse fly and locust control sub-committees.

In 1930 the Cabinet decided to set up the Economic Advisory Council to absorb and expand the
work of the Committee of Civil Research. It was formed as a standing body to the Cabinet with
responsibility for advising the government on economic matters. It had no administrative or
executive powers. The council did not meet after 1932, its work being performed by its standing
and sub-committees. It was wound up in 1939. Its records are in CAB 58, and the relevant
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committees are described in Section 2.3. See also Part 1, Section 102.6.2 of the Public Record
Office Guide.

1.3.5 Lord President of the Council

The lord president of the Council had no departmental duties, but as chairman of important
committees he provided essential links in the policy-making mechanism. In 1940, at the beginning
of Churchill’s administration, the Lord President’s Committee (see Section 2.3) was set up to ensure
that the work of other ministerial committees was properly co-ordinated and to consider questions
relating to economic and home affairs before they were presented to the War Cabinet. It was
composed of the chairmen of the import and production executives; the civil defence, home policy
and food policy committees; and, from 1943, the minister of reconstruction. The lord president of
the Council answered questions on those matters in the House of Commons. He was also
responsible for the Privy Council research committees, the Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research, the Medical Research Council and the Agricultural Research Council.

The lord president’s files along with the correspondence and papers of the Agricultural Research
Council and of the National Radium Commission and National Radium Trust are in CAB 123. See
CAB 124 for registered files relating to the lord president of the Council’s role in reconstruction
matters. See also Part 1, Section 107 of the Public Record Office Guide.

1.3.6 Chiefs of Staff/Combined Chiefs of Staff

At the outbreak of war in 1939 the Committee of Imperial Defence Secretariat amalgamated with
that of the peacetime Cabinet to form a War Cabinet Secretariat (see Section 1.3.1). The CID Chiefs
of Staff Sub-Committee, set up in 1924, with its sub-committees, became part of the War Cabinet
organization. The three chiefs of staff, comprising the first sea lord, the chief of the imperial general
staff (CIGS) and the chief of the air staff (CAS), were the professional heads of their services. They
were concerned with the day to day running of the war and its future direction.

For a brief period in 1939 the Military Co-ordination Committee was interposed between the Chiefs
of Staff and the War Cabinet. When Churchill became minister of defence as well as prime minister
in 1940 this committee was replaced by the Defence Committee, over which Churchill presided. It
comprised two panels: the Defence Committee (Operations), consisting of service ministers
supported by the chiefs of staff, and the Defence Committee (Supply).

Under the new arrangement the chiefs of staff had direct contact with the head of government for
the first time. At first this took place through the Defence Committee, but as the war continued this
committee’s importance declined and military operations were left increasingly to Churchill and the
chiefs of staff. After 1945 the chiefs of staff came under the Ministry of Defence and had access to
the prime minister through the reconstituted and much more powerful Defence Committee set up by
the peacetime Cabinet in 1946.

The three chiefs of staff and the chief staff officer to the Ministry of Defence generally met alone.
Sometimes officials of the Foreign Office, Ministry of Economic Warfare and other ministries
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attended. When Churchill was present at the meetings they were deemed ‘staff conferences’. The
committee met daily and gave executive directions and orders to the commanders in chief in the
various theatres. They advised Churchill, the Defence Committee and the War Cabinet on major
questions of war strategy and policy and had direct operational control of the Navy, Army and Air
Forces. The chiefs of staff regularly attended War Cabinet meetings and gave weekly résumés of the
war situation.

The chiefs of staff appointed a number of sub-committees, the most important of which were the
Joint Planning Committee (later Staff), the Joint Intelligence Committee and the Principal
Administrative Officers Committee. In 1942 the Joint Administrative Planning Staff was appointed
to assist the Joint Planning Staff, mainly on transport matters.

The British Joint Staff Mission, set up in 1941, consisted of very senior officers from each of the
services who represented their chiefs of staff in Washington. Its responsibilities were strategic and
operational in collaboration with the USA.

The combined chiefs of staff, established in January 1942, comprised the chiefs of staff of the
armed forces of the UK and the USA. Although the commanders were responsible to their own
governments, the combined chiefs of staff made it possible to place forces effectively under a
commander of a different nationality without breaking the chain of responsibility to the home
government. The Combined Chiefs of Staff Committee was equipped with a supporting
organization of a Combined Staff Secretariat, a Combined Intelligence Committee and Combined
Staff Planners, together with a variety of committees on specific subjects.

The relevant classes are listed in Section 3.1, and several of them continue in DEFE classes.
Relevant committees are described in Section 2.3.

1.3.7 Central Office for North American Supplies

In the years immediately preceding the Second World War, the Anglo-French Liaison Section was
set up as part of the War Cabinet Secretariat. It provided the British Secretariat for the Allied
Military Committee and the Anglo-French Executives and Co-ordinating Committee. The latter
were dissolved after the fall of France. Part of the work of these committees had been to act as links
between the various departments of the British government purchasing supplies from North
America. With France out of the war, Britain needed US supplies to mount the offensive. The
Central Office for North American Supplies was established as part of the War Cabinet Secretariat
to continue the work of the Anglo-French Committee.

In July 1940 the Official North American Supplies Committee was superseded by a ministerial
committee of the same name and the Central Office for North American Supplies became its
secretariat. One of the functions of this secretariat was to act as a channel of communication
between the North American Supply Committee and the British Supply Council in North America,
which was set up at the same time to co-ordinate activities of supply missions in Washington.
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When the Ministry of Production was created in 1942, the secretariat of the North American Supply
Committee became a joint American secretariat (see CAB 110) responsible to the permanent
secretary of the ministry and the secretary of the Cabinet.

The relevant records are in CAB 115.

1.3.8 Office of the Minister of Defence

When Churchill became prime minister in 1940, he also became minister of defence. The mulitary
members of the War Cabinet Secretariat formed the Defence Secretariat. The office performed
secretarial functions for the Defence Committee (see Section 2.3) the Chiefs of Staff (see Section
1.3.6) and other military committees. It was responsible for the co-ordination of the service and the
war production departments. It also collected information and conducted correspondence with
commanders-in-chief abroad.

The files of the secretariat for the period that Churchill and Attlee combined the offices of prime
minister and minister of defence are in CAB 120.

1.3.9 Reconstruction Secretariat

As early as 1940 the government began to place emphasis on post-war problems, and it was felt that
the War Cabinet War Aims Committee required the assistance of a small secretariat. The secretariat
was in effect the War Aims Section of the War Cabinet Secretariat, which provided clerical
assistance.

In February 1941 when the Cabinet Ministerial Committee on Reconstruction Problems was set up
it absorbed the War Aims Committee and thus the secretariat. Following this, in November 1942,
another Cabinet ministerial committee, the Committee on Reconstruction Priorities, was
established. This dual system of dealing with reconstruction matters continued until the creation of
the office of minister of reconstruction in November 1943. The work of the secretariat was then
transferred to the new ministry. At this time the Reconstruction Committee replaced the Committee
on Reconstruction Problems and the Committee on Reconstruction Priorities. It facilitated decisions
on matters of principle at the ministerial level.

The files of the secretariat are in CAB 117. Registered files of the office of minister of
reconstruction are in CAB 124. See CAB 87 for meetings and papers of committees on
reconstruction. See also Part 1, Section 106 of the Public Record Office Guide.

1.3.10 Allied Supplies Executive

The Allied Supplies Executive was established in October 1941 as a ministerial executive which
took the place of the Committee for the Co-ordination of Allied Supplies. Part of its mandate was to
determine questions relating to military and civil supplies to Russia and to the Persian Gulf. A
subsidiary body was set up to deal with administration problems that arose regarding the despatch
of civil supplies to the Middle East and Persian Gulf.
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The executive had a small liaison secretariat which was part of the War Cabinet Secretariat and
maintained close contact with the Ministry of War Transport and the staff of the North American
Supply Committee. The files of the secretariat are in CAB 111. See also Section 9.2.2.

1.3.11 Central Statistical Office

The Central Statistical Office (CSO) was formally constituted in 1941. It owed its origins to the
reorganization of the machinery for the central collection and presentation of statistical material and
economic reports. This involved the reallocation of functions between it and two bodies performing
similar tasks: the Prime Minister’s Statistical Branch and the Economic Section of the War Cabinet
Office.

The CSO’s function was to collect from government departments figures covering the development
of the UK war effort. These were to be used in interdepartmental discussions and in preparation of
documents submitted by ministers for circulation to the War Cabinet and War Cabinet Committees.
The CSO’s work continued after the war when the need for effective co-ordination of all measures
of economic policy was greater than ever before. Correspondence and papers of the office are in
CAB 1309, selected working papers are in CAB 141 and minutes and memoranda are in CAB 108.
See also Part 1, Section 102.6.3 of the Public Record Office Guide.

1.3.12 Joint American Secretariat

The Joint American Secretariat was formally established in October 1942 as an advisory body. It
communicated with the British Supply Council in Washington. It was also responsible for the
interdepartmental circulation of all documents dealing with Anglo-American supply including
North American supply, lend-lease, supplies to liberated areas, the Combined Production and
Resources Board and the Middle East Supply Council.

Heads and staff came from the War Cabinet and the Ministry of Production, the nucleus of the
secretariat being provided by the secretariat of the War Cabinet North American Supply Committee
(see Section 1.3.7). It maintained close liaison with the Military Secretariat and other sections of the
War Cabinet office.

The secretary’s files are in CAB 110.
1.3.13 London Munitions Assignment Board

In January 1942, under an agreement between the prime minister of the UK and the president of the
USA, all munitions resources of the two countries were placed in a common pool from which
assignments were to be made to the ‘United Nations’ (the term used for the allies) in accordance
with strategic needs. Munitions boards were set up in London and Washington to make this
agreement effective, and Australia and Canada later set up munitions assignment committees with
representatives from the UK and the USA. The boards were responsible to the Combined Chiefs of
Staff who laid down the strategic directives and priorities. The entire organization was under the
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Allocation Policy Committee which ensured that work was conducted within general government
policy.

Claimant countries and services were grouped into two groups. One, including China and the South
American republics, was managed by the Washington Board; the other, including the British empire
and European allies, was managed by the London Board (LMAB). This division was not entirely
successful. For example, once the US entered into lend-lease agreements with many countries that
fell within the British domain, these countries found it simpler to deal direct with Washington for
other assignments. Most of the work of the LMAB was carried out by allocation sub-committees
which included representatives of all dominions and those of the allies. The secretary’s files are in
CAB 109. See also CAB 92/57-61.
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CHAPTER 2
CABINET COMMITTEES 1925 TO 1957
2.1 INTRODUCTION

Roughly two thousand Cabinet committees and sub-committees met between 1925 and 1957, a
quarter of which have been identified as having some involvement in colonial affairs and are
described in the lists which follow. Some were specifically relevant, such as the Colonial
Development Committee or the Malaya Committee, while others had less direct involvement.
Notably, many of the general economic committees and committees on raw materials, sterling area
and gold (all of which were checked for relevance) discussed colonial questions. While some of
these committees made only scant references to individual territories, they referred to the empire
implicitly in their discussions, especially from the post-war period when the territories were
important factors in Britain’s international economic position. Inevitably there were other relevant
committees which have not been identified because their titles were so general.

Committees concerned with areas outside the empire, such as French West Africa, Japan, Egypt,
Burma, Siam and China have been included where they made reasonably substantial reference to
British dependent territories. For example, Burma and Siam were vital suppliers of rice for colonies
in South and South-East Asia and committees dealing with Egypt often included consideration of
the Sudan and Somaliland. India and Pakistan have not been included except in so far as they
related to other British territories.

The line between committees, conferences and ad hoc meetings is not always clear, nor is it always
easy to distinguish between committees set up by Cabinet and those set up by conferences.
However, it has generally been assumed that if a committee’s documents are classed as Cabinet
records they should be treated as Cabinet committees. Where the documents were clearly created by
a conference they are covered in Section 10.

The Cabinet committees are described in a chronological list (Section 2.2) and a master list (Section
2.3). The full chronological list provides an overview of the growth of Cabinet involvement in
colonial affairs and its major interests in different periods. Once having located a committee title in
the chronological list readers should refer to the master list which provides more detailed
information.

2.2 CHRONOLOGICAL LIST

1885-1939 Committee of Imperial Defence: Oversea Defence Committee
1902-1939 Committee of Imperial Defence
1911-1939 Committee of Imperial Defence: Committee on the Co-ordination of

Departmental Action on the Outbreak of War
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1918-1939
1919-1929

1919-1927

1920-1939

1923-1925

1923-1939

1924-1938

1924-1939

1924-1938

1924-1939

1925-1928
1925-1938

1925-1927

1925-1929

1925-1928
1925-1933

1925

1925-1928

CABINET COMMITTEES

Home Affairs Committee
Committee of Imperial Defence: Imperial Communications Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Imperial Communications Committee:
Wireless Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Joint Oversea and Home Defence Committee
Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on Co-ordination of
Departmental Action: Sub-Committee on the Transmission of Urgent
Government Messages

Committee of Imperial Defence: Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Advisory Committee on Trade Questions in
Times of War

Committee of Imperial Defence: Principal Supply Officers Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Standing Interdepartmental Committee on
Censorship

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee for the Control of the
Official Histories

Committee of Civil Research
Committee of Civil Research: Tsetse Fly Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Imperial Communications Committee: Sub-
Committee on Technical Wireless Regulations

Committee of Imperial Defence: Oversea Defence Committee: Sub-
Committee on the Composition and Organization of Local Forces

Committee of Imperial Defence: Oil Board
Committee of Imperial Defence: Oil Board: Oil Fuel Board Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Principal Supply Officers Committee: Sub-
Committee on Optical Glass

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on Singapore



CABINET COMMITTEES

1925

1925

1925

1925

1925-1927

1926-1927

1926-1929

1926

1926-1939

1926-1927

1926

1926

1926

1926

1927

1927

1927

1927-1939

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the League of Nations
and the Near East

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the Situation in Adaba
Committee on Petroleum Policy in Iraq

Committee on Policy with Regard to Iraq

Standing Committee on Expenditure

Committee of Civil Research: Kenya Native Welfare Sub-Committee
Committee of Civil Research: Research Co-ordination Sub-Committee
Committee of Civil Research: Sub-Committee on Empire Supply of Quinine
Committee of Imperial Defence: Standing Sub-Committee on the Co-
ordination of Departmental Action on the Outbreak of War: War Book Sub-

Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Imperial Communications Committee: Sub-
Committee on the Colonial Wireless System

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on Demilitarized Zones

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on Policy in Regard to the
Supply of Arms to Foreign Countries

Committee on Empire Marketing

Iraq Policy Committee

Beam Wireless Committee

Colonial Military Contributions Committee

Committee of Civil Research: Research Co-ordination Sub-Committee:
Empire Marketing Board Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee: Joint
Planning Sub-Committee

17
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1927
1927-1938

1927-1939
1927-1938

1927
1927
1927
1927
1928-1930
1928-1929
1928

1928
1928
1928
1928-1931
1928

1928-1929

1928

CABINET COMMITTEES

Committee of Imperial Defence: Imperial Communications Committee: Sub-
Committee on Competition Between ‘Beam’ Wireless and Cable Services

Committee of Imperial Defence: Principal Supply Officers Committee:
Board of Trade Supply Organization

Committee of Imperial Defence: Principal Supply Officers Committee:
Supply Board

Committee of Imperial Defence: Standing Interdepartmental Committee on
Censorship: Censorship Documents Sub-Committee

Committee on Policy in East Africa

Committee on the Future of British Commercial Air Transport
Egyptian Agreement Committee

Opium Policy Committee

Committee of Civil Research: Irrigation Research Sub-Committee
Committee of Civil Research: Radium Sub-Committee

Committee of Civil Research: Sub-Committee on Rubber Restriction

Committee of Imperial Defence: Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee: Singapore
Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the Construction of the
Proposed Haifa-Baghdad Railway and/or Pipeline

Committee of Imperial Defence: Imperial Communications Committee: Sub-
Committee on Allocation of Short-Wave Lengths

Committee of Imperial Defence: Joint Oversea and Home Defence
Committee: Sub-Committee on the Defence of British Ports Oversea,
Mediterranean Ports

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the Akhwan Situation

Committee of Imperial Defence: Persian Gulf Sub-Committee

Committee on Policy in Regard to Competition Between Beam Wireless and
Cable Companies



CABINET COMMITTEES

1928 Committee on the Aden Police Force
1928 Committee on the Proposed Baghdad-Haifa Railway and Pipeline
1928 Proposed Agreement between the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and the

Asiatic Petroleum Company -

1929 Committee of Imperial Defence: Persian Gulf Sub-Committee: Sub-
Committee on Political Control

1929-1930 Committee of Civil Research: Sub-Committee on Agricultural Research
Organization
1929-1939 Committee of Civil Research: Sub-Committee on Locust Control
1929-1930 Committee of Civil Research: Sub-Committee on the Cotton Industry
1929 Committee on the Baghdad-Haifa Railway and/or Pipeline
1929 Committee on Egypt
1929 Committee on Policy in East Africa
1929-1939 Committee of Civil Research: Sub-Committee on Locust Control
1929-1930 Committee of Civil Research: Sub-Committee on the Cotton Industry
1929 Interdepartmental Committee on Oversea Development and Migration
1930 Baghdad-Haifa Interdepartmental Sub-Committee
1930 Committee of Imperial Defence: Palestine Garrison Sub-Committee
1930 Committee on China
1930 Committee on Copper Production in Northern Rhodesia
1930 Committee on Policy in East Africa
1930 Committee on Policy in Palestine
1930-1931 Committee on Policy in Palestine

1930 Committee on the Baghdad-Haifa Railway and Pipeline
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1930 Committee on the Colonial Sugar Industry

1930 Committee on the New Hebrides
1930-1932 Committee on the Proposed Imperial Economic Conference at Ottawa
1930-1932 Economic Advisory Council
1930-1931 Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Education and Supply of

Biologists

1930-1931 Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Empire Migratidn

1930 Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Empire Trade 1930
1930-1931 Economic Advisory Council: Tsetse Fly Committee: Game Sub-Committee
1930-1931 Iraq Oil Committee

1930 Palestine Committee

1931 Committee of Imperial Defence: Committee on the Co-ordination of

Departmental Action on the Outbreak of War: Sub-Committee on Prefixes
for Urgent Government Messages

1931 Committee of Imperial Defence: Interdepartmental Sub-Committee on
Preparation for the Disarmament Conference

1931-1935 Committee of Imperial Defence: Standing Ministerial Sub-Committee for
Questions concerning the Middle East

1931-1939 Committee of Imperial Defence: Standing Official Sub-Committee for
Questions concerning the Middle East

1931 Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the Disarmament
Conference (Three Party Committee)

1931-1932 Committee on the Balance of Trade
1931 Committee on the Report of the Committee on National Expenditure
1931-1939 Economic Advisory Council: Committee on United Kingdom Representation

at International Meetings
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1931-1932

1931

1931

1932-1939

1932-1933

1932-1933

1932

1932

1932-1938

1932-1933

1932-1936

1933

1933

1934

1934

1934

1934

Economic Advisory Council: Sub-Committee on Financial Questions

Economic Advisory Council: Tsetse Fly Committee: Closer Union Sub-
Committee

Tin Restriction Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee: Deputy
Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Imperial Communications Committee:
Strategic Cables Sub-Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on Egypt
Committee on Palestine

Committee on the Proposed Imperial Preference for Palestine
Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Scientific Research

Economic Advisory Council: Preparatory Committee for the International
Conference for the Protection of Fauna and Flora of Africa, 1933

Economic Advisory Council: Sub-Committee on Locust Control: Aircraft
Experiments Sub-Committee

Economic Advisory Council: Preparatory Committee for the International
Conference for the Protection of the Fauna and Flora of Africa, 1933:
Drafting Sub-Committee

Interdepartmental Committee for the Imperial Economic Conference:
Committee on Economic Consultation and Co-operation 1933

Committee of Imperial Defence: South Africa: Co-operation in Defence
with East African Colonies: Interdepartmental Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Southern Rhodesia: Sub-Committee on
Proposed Contribution to Imperial Defence

Committee on Commercial Air Transport

Committee on the Next Imperial Conference
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1934-1936

1934-1939

1934-1937

1934

1935

1935-1937

1935-1939

1935

1936-1939

1936-1939

1936-1939

1936

1936-1939

1936

1936

1936

1936-1939

CABINET COMMITTEES

Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Locust Control: Finance Sub-
Committee

Economic Advisory Council: Fauna and Flora of Asia Committee: Sub-
Committee for the Protection of the Fauna and Flora of Asia, Australia and

New Zealand

Economic Advisory Council: Tsetse Fly Committee: East Africa Sub-
Committee

Japanese Trade Competition
Committee of Imperial Defence: Official Sub-Committee on Abyssinia

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on Defence Policy and

Requirements

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee to Prepare Plans for the
Establishment of a Ministry of Information

Committee on Political and Economic Relations with Japan
Anglo-Egyptian Conversations

Committee of Imperial Defence: Oil Board: Sub-Committee on Petroleum
Products Reserves

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the Accumulation of
Stocks of Essential Raw Materials

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the Transfer of a
Colonial Mandate or Mandates to Germany

Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Nutrition in the Colonial Empire

Economic Advisory Council: Committee for the Application of the
Convention for the Protection of Fauna and Flora

Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Locust Control: Red Locust
Control Sub-Committee

Economic Advisory Council: Tsetse Fly Committee: Tanganyika Sub-
Committee

Foreign Policy
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1937

1937

1937-1939

1937

1937-1938

1937-1938

1938-1939

1938

1938

1938

1939

1939-1946

1939-1940

1939-1943

1939

1939

1939

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on Zinc Imports
Committee on British Shipping in the Far East

Committee on Overseas Broadcasting

Committee on the Assyrians in Iraq

Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Nutrition in the Colonial
Empire: Drafting Sub-Committee

Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Nutrition in the Colonial
Empire: Research Sub-Committee

Committee on Palestine
Committee on the Cadman Report on Civil Aviation

Economic Advisory Council: Committee on Locust Control: Sub-
Committee on the Control of Outbreak Areas

Economic Advisory Council: Second International Conference for the
Protection of the Fauna and Flora of Africa: Interdepartmental Committee of
Organization

Allied Demands Committee

Chiefs of Staff Committee

Chiefs of Staff Committee: Deputy Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee

Chiefs of Staff Committee: Port Defence Committee

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee on the Control of Aliens in
War

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee to Prepare plans for the
Establishment of a Ministry of Information: Sub-Committee on Propaganda
in Foreign Countries in Time of War

Committee of Imperial Defence: Sub-Committee to Prepare Plans for the
Establishment of a Ministry of Information: Sub-Committee on the
Arrangements for the Dissemination by Wireless in Time of War of British
News and Publicity
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1939

1939-1942

1939-1946

1939-1940

1939-1943

1939-1940

1939

1939-1943

1939-1945

1939-1940

1939-1942

1939-1945

1939-1941

1940-1945

1940-1945

1940-1945

1940-1945
1940-1945

1940

1940-1941

CABINET COMMITTEES

Committee on the Refugee Problem

Food Policy Committee

Imperial Communications Committee
Interdepartmental Committee on Economic Policy
Chiefs of Staff Committee: Joint Planning Staff
Military Co-ordination Committee

Ministerial Committee on Economic Policy: Ministerial Sub-Committee on
Encouragement of Exports

Official Committee for Questions concerning the Middle East
Oil Control Board

0Oil Control Board: Sub-Committee on Supplies

Oversea Defence Committee

Standing Interdepartmental Committee on Censorship

Survey of War Plans in the Economic and Financial Spheres
Committee for the Control of Official Histories

Defence Committee (Operations)

Defence Committee (Supply): Sub-Committee on the Allocation of Small
Arms Ammunition

Far Eastern Committee
Far Eastern Committee: Sub-Committee on Economic Matters

Chiefs of Staff Committee: Joint Planning Committee: Joint Planning Sub-
Committee: Inter-Service Planning

Ministerial Committee on Economic Policy: Sub-Committee on Export
Surpluses



CABINET COMMITTEES

1940

1940-1941

1940-1941

1940

1940

1941-1942

1941

1941-1952

1941-1942

1941-1942

1941

1941

1941-1943

1941

1941

1941-1942

1941-1942

1941

1941

1941-1947

1941

Ministerial Committee on Economic Policy: Sub-Committee on Substitute
Materials

Ministerial Committee on Military Policy in the Middle East
Official Committee on Export Surpluses
Shipping Problems

Standing Interdepartmental Committee on Censorship: Sub-Committee on
Examination of Mails at Overseas Stations

Air Services to the Middle East

Basra Committee

British Joint Staff Mission

Chiefs of Staff Committee: Radio Direction Finding Policy Sub-Committee
Civil Supplies to the Middle East and Persian Gulf Areas

Collective Military Counter Action to meet a Japanese Attack

Committee for the Control of Official Histories: Advisory Historical
Committee

Conference with the Minister of State, Middle East
Co-ordination of Departmental Action in Event of War with Japan

Far Eastern Committee: Ad Hoc Sub-Committee on Propaganda in the
Far East

Import Executive

Interdepartmental Committee on Civil Aviation

Ministerial Committee on United States Bases

Official Committee on Export Surpluses: Sugar Sub-Committee
Overseas Mails Committee

Railway and Port Development in the Middle East and Persia



26 CABINET COMMITTEES

1941 Sub-Committee on the Control of Air Forces in Iraq
1941 Technical Assistance from the United States of America
1941 United States Bases Discussions
1942-1943 Africa Committee
1942 Africa Committee: Inland Transport Sub-Committee
1942-1943 Chiefs of Staff Committee: Ad Hoc Sub-Committee on Defence

Arrangements for the Indian Ocean Area

1942-1945 Combined Chiefs of Staff Committee
1942-1945 Combined Chiefs of Staff Committee: Combined Staff Planners
1942-1943 Combined Chiefs of Staff Committee: Combined Meteorological Committee
1942-1945 Combined Chiefs of Staff Committee: Combined Military Transportation
Committee '
1942-1945 Combined Chiefs of Staff Committee: Munitions Assignment Board
1942-1946 Chiefs of Staff Committee: Principal Administrative Officers Committee
1942-1943 Committee on Allied African Economic Affairs
1942-1943 Committee on Economic Co-ordination in French North and West Africa
1942 Committee on Overseas Manpower
1942-1945 Committee on the Reception and Accommodation of Refugees
1942 Committee on the Shipping Situation
1942 Evacuation of Refugees from the Middle East
1942 Functions of the Minister of State in the Middle