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1 Introduction  

1.1 Introduction 

If you walk through Mayfair from Bond Street to Green Park you pass 

through some of the most expensive and luxurious property in the country.  

But one route (South Molton Lane, Avery Row, Bourdon Street, Bruton 

Place, Bruton Lane, Lansdowne Row) takes you down back streets full of 

small houses, shops and commercial premises that display a different 

character to the rest of the district.  This route follows the way of the 

Tyburn River now covered over, but originally the boundary between 

major landholdings.   

4ÈÉÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ 

underground riverÓ ÏÎ ÕÒÂÁÎ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȩȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ  Ȱ7hat 

was the impact of the River Tyburn on the development of -ÁÙÆÁÉÒȩȱ.  The 

hypothesis that this study seeks to address is that underground rivers are 

linked to land use and hence patterns of wealth and poverty.  The study is 

focused on the intersection of one parish (St George Hanover Square) and 

modern day Mayfair, and up to the end of the eighteenth century as 

development was completed by then. 

Figure 1-1 shows where the parish of St George Hanover Square is in 

London.   
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Figure 1-1:  Location of the Parish of St George Hanover Square 
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Figure 1-2: Location of study area and Tyburn River  

Figure 1-2 shows the bounds of the parish, the route of the River Tyburn 

and the study area.  

The relationship between underground rivers and urban development 

seems not to have been explored by historians.  This may be because 

source data and the methods available to historians make it a challenging 
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subject to tackle.  Underground rivers are widespread in London (and 

probably in other large urban areas) so demonstrating a link could 

encourage others to explore similar relationships in London and elsewhere. 

This study develops a new methodology linking buildings to the 

householders who lived in them. A digital map of Mayfair based on a map  

of London dating to 1792 was produced for this study. A Geographical 

Information System was then used to link information about the map to a 

set of data about householders in the area in 1791.  The study includes 

many charts and tables of data that explore different relationships between 

the map data on buildings and the source data available on householders.  

The methodology used is one that has wider applicability.  It could be used 

for example for studying the relationships between other urban features 

(for example city walls) and development.  New tools for managing large 

amounts of data are becoming available, and the increased digitalization of 

source material is opening up new prospects for this kind of historical 

research.  

At the start of the study initial thinking suggested that there were a series 

of potential impacts of the River Tyburn that should be explored.  The 

reasons could be grouped into topographical  (the layout of the landscape), 

environmental factors related to the river  (did the presence of a sewer 

detract from the value of the area, cause disease or flooding),  economic  

factors related to the development of the area   (how did the layout and 

planning of estates relate to the river), and social related to the 
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householders  of the area  (how the density of people and their 

occupations relate to the river).   

The study is organized in chapters that investigate each of these reasons.  

The first chapter is the introduction and context which outlines the broad 

approach adopted in this study (urban/landscape history, geographical 

information systems) and the related historiography, looks at the 

methodologies used in the study and examines the main sources used in 

the study. 

The next chapter looks at the topography of the area and the river  to see 

if it contributes to answering the research question.  This chapter uses 

secondary sources.  It has four findings that become significant to the study, 

including the hilliness of the terrain, the extent that the Tyburn acts as a 

boundary between estates, the degree to which flooding and pollution 

existed and the establishment of the Mayfair market on the banks of the 

Tyburn.    

The following chapter reviews development of the area .  How this 

changed over time and what the motivations of the developers were.  The 

chapter explores how land utilization changes over the area using the 

digitized map, and demonstrates that property sizes are smaller in the 

Tyburn valley.  

A chapter then introduces Mayfair householders based on a database 

created from a parish survey of 1791.   This section looks at householder 

density and occupational mixes, examines better off and poorer 

householders, and explores the evidence about the role of gender and the 
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occupancy of the buildings. This analysis suggests strong relationships exist 

between poverty and the Tyburn. 

The penultimate chapter examines three case studies of specific parts of 

Mayfair and their relationship with the Tyburn and seeks to confirm that 

the methodology used in the previous two chapters does indeed reflect the 

information we have from other sources.  

The final chapter is the conclusions  bringing the different aspects of the 

study together, suggesting an answer to the research question and 

proposing areas of further work. 

1.2 Historiography 

1.2.1 Urban history 

The UK school of urban history seems to have evolved in Leicester around 

the work of Dyos, and a team of historians and other social scientists that 

developed into the Centre for Urban History.1 This school favoured a 

multidisciplinary approach to studying history, and this fits well with the 

multidisciplinary research methods used in this study.   

Proponents of the Dyos school include Corfield (whose book is notable for 

the broad chapter on the Capital City) and Sweet (who examines many 

                                                        

1 Study of Urban History, ed. by H. J. Dyos, First Edition edition (London: 

Edward Arnold, 1968); H. J. Dyos, David Cannadine and David Alec Reeder, 

Exploring the Urban Past: Essays in Urban History (Cambridge 

[Cambridgeshire] ; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1982) 
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dimensions of urban life).2 Writers who focus on London include 

Summerson (covering Georgian London, written from an architectural 

perspective and covering the development of the Westminster Estates) and 

Olsen who has produced two books that focus on the development of 

Estates in London.3    Phillips volume on Mid-Georgian London relates the 

available prints to other source material in an effective way.4 

Literature about the relationships between rivers and urban development 

is scarce, and no one seems to have written directly about the links 

between the Tyburn River and building in Mayfair.   Both Tatton-Brown 

and Donovan have written on the Tyburn River and Westminster but focus 

on the debated route of the river.5 

                                                        
2 P. J. Corfield, The Impact of English Towns, 1700-1800 (Oxford 

[Oxfordshire] ; New York: Oxford University Press, 1982); Rosemary Sweet, 

The English Town, 1680 - 1840: Government, Society and Culture, Themes in 

British Social History (Harlow: Longman, 1999). 

3 John Summerson, Georgian London, Revised edition (New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 2003); Donald J. Olsen, Town Planning in London: The 

Eighteenth & Nineteenth Centuries, 2nd ed.. (New Haven; London: Yale 

University Press, 1982); Donald J. Olsen, The Growth of Victorian London, 

New edition edition (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books Ltd, 1979). 

4 Hugh Phillips, Mid-Georgian London: A Topographical and Social Survey of 

Central and Western London about 1750, First Edition (Collins, 1964). 

5 T. W. T. Tatton-Brown, ȬWestminster Topographyȭ, London Archaeologist, 

14.2 (2014), 45ɀ48; T. W. T. Tatton-Brown, ȬThe Medieval and Early Tudor 

Topography of Westminsterȭ, in Westminster: The Art, Architecture and 

Archaeology of the Royal Palace and Abbey. Part 1., British Archaeological 

Association, Conference Transactions, 39:1, 39, 2 vols (Leeds: Maney, 
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1.2.2 Landscape history 

More generally, the relationship between rivers and landscape is also 

something that is covered in landscape history (often dated from the early 

work of Hoskins) and is usual seen as rural in nature.6  But historians like 

Aston and Bond have examined landscape history in an urban context, and 

this study adopts similar analysis of plot sizes, land boundaries and uses of 

maps, but takes this approach further by linking information about 

householders using geographical information system tools to undertake 

wider analysis of the study area.7   

The work of Keene and Harding in reconstructing the landscape of the 

parishes around Cheapside is an excellent example of collecting source 

material and linking it to maps and was a major inspiration in undertaking 

this study.8   

                                                                                                                                                    
2015), I, 1ɀ22; Desmond Donovan, ȬThe River Tyburn and Thorney Islandȭ, 

London Archaeologist, 14.9 (2016). 

6 (William George) W. G. Hoskins, The Making of the English Landscape. (Sl: 

Hodder and Stoughton, 1969). 

7 Michael Aston and James Bond, The Landscape of Towns, Archaeology in 

the Field Series (London: Dent, 1976). 

8 D J Keene and Vanessa Harding, ȬHistorical Gazetteer of London before the 

Great Fire - Cheapside; Parishes of All Hallows Honey Lane, St Martin 

Pomary, St Mary Le Bow, St Mary Colechurch and St Pancras Soper Lane | 

British History Onlineȭ, British History Online, 1987 <http://www.british -

history.ac.uk/source.aspx?pubid=8> [accessed 25 August 2010]; Vanessa 

Harding, ȬReconstructing London before the Great Fireȭ, London 

Topgraphical Record, XXV (1985), 1ɀ12; Derek Keene, Cheapside before the 

Great Fire (London: Economic and Social Research Council, 1985); V. 
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Spence is another example of someone who has used maps to explore 

landscape and social themes of London in the 1690s.  Although this covers 

a large area (all of London), Spence has used sources of data like the tax 

records to great effect.9 

1.2.3 Environmental history 

Environmental history is a school of history that explores the interaction of 

different aspects of the environment; an introduction is provided by 

Hughes.10  Many environmental historians take a very broad view of this, 

looking at the impact of humans on nature.  But there are some historians 

that look at the interaction of rivers on communities.  Bradbee writes about 

how water was important in Placenza in Italy, combining an analysis of 

detailed sources, maps, landscape and social elements, but is interested in 

regulation and trade bodies rather than urban development.11   

                                                                                                                                                    
Harding and others, People in Place: Families, Households and Housing in 

Early Modern London (London, 2008) (London: Centre for Metropolitan 

History, Institute of Historical Research, 2008). 

9 Craig Spence, London in the 1690ȭs: A Social Atlas (London: Centre for 

Metropolitan History, Institute of Historical Research, University of 

London, 2000). 

10 J. Donald Hughes, What Is Environmental History?, What Is History?, 2nd 

Revised edition edition (Malden, MA: Polity Press, 2015). 

11 Cheryl Bradbee, ȬImprints: The History of Water Management and Canals 

in Piacenza, Italyȭ, Urban History, 2016, 1ɀ20. 
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Van Lieshout has an excellent study on how water supply evolved in 

eighteenth century London, relevant to the study both in terms of the type 

of analysis done and the use of maps.12 

1.2.4 Urban morphology 

One technique that is used is the urban morphology approach (the study of 

the form of human settlements and the process of their formation and 

transformation) common to geographers and historians. Whitehand lays 

out the background to the approach in Britain, and the techniques for the 

analysis of plots and larger collections of buildings.13   

A study of the area around London Bridge by Colson has explored the area 

in the fifteenth century in some detail, and the approach used has helped to 

develop the methodology in this study, although Colson lacked the detailed 

data that is available for Mayfair in the eighteenth century.   Colson uses the 

Conzen approach (typified by the article on Ludlow) to use map regression 

over time, by overlaying older maps and plans in sequence over modern 

maps. This is an approach that has also been adopted in this study.14  

                                                        
12 Carry van Lieshout, ȬLondonȭs Changing Waterscapes: The Management 

of Water in Eighteenth-Century Londonȭ (unpublished PhD, Kings College, 

2013). 

13 Jeremy WR Whitehand, ȬBritish Urban Morphology: The Conzenion 

Traditionȭ, Urban Morphology, 5.2 (2001), 103ɀ9. 

14 Justin Colson, ȬLocal Communities in Fifteenth Century London: Craft, 

Parish and Neighbourhoodȭ (unpublished Doctoral Thesis, Royal Holloway, 

University of London, 2011); M R G Conzen, ȬMorphogenesis, Morphological 

Regions and Secular Human Agency in the Historic Townscape, as 
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1.3 Methodologies 

The key methodology is the use of a large dataset taken from a survey of 

householders of the Parish of St George Hanover Square, and using a 

Geographical Information System  to undertake analysis of the 

information to explore relationships between the data and the River 

Tyburn.   

The chapter on urban development of the area uses economic analysis, 

looking at the motivations of players (landowners, developers, builders, 

leaseholders and tenants) when available through the primary sources, 

examining plot sizes on plans and maps and identifying economic 

valuations of houses from rate books and other primary sources.   

The chapter on Mayfair householders uses social analysis  and asks what 

we know about who lived where from the 1791 survey of householders and 

other records that exist.  This will be based on occupation data and Poor 

Law information.  

1.3.1 Geographical information systems 

Many historians have used geographical information systems to present 

information for publication: for example, both Colson and Spence do this. 

Gregory and Geddes, Knowles and Hillier, Gregory and Ell provide good 

introductions to the use of these tools in the History discipline.15  But 

                                                                                                                                                    
Exemplified by Ludlowȭ, in Urban Historical Geography: Recent Progress in 

Britain and Germany, 1988, pp. 252ɀ72. 

15 Ian Gregory and Paul S. Ell, Historical GIS: Technologies, Methodologies, 

and Scholarship, Cambridge Studies in Historical Geography, 39 
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examples of historians using tools to analyse data as well as present it are 

rare. Schwartz, Gregory and Thevenin do analyse digital railway networks 

and link them to population development.16  Anyone using Geographical 

Information Systems needs to watch for the errors that Gregory has 

×ÁÒÎÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ Ȱ! ÍÁÐ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÂÁÄ ÇÒÁÐÈȱȢ17 

1.3.2 Economic analysis 

Previous work in this area includes a thesis by Hazelton-Swales examining 

the Grosvenor Estates in Belgravia and Pimlico (but not Mayfair) and the 

financial background of the Duke of Westminster, which is useful to the 

research here as it discusses how the estates operated : the relationship 

between freeholders and the different people who developed and built, 

                                                                                                                                                    
(Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007); Placing 

History: How Maps, Spatial Data, and GIS Are Changing Historical 

Scholarship, ed. by Anne Kelly Knowles and Amy Hillier, 1st ed (Redlands, 

Calif: ESRI Press, 2008); Toward Spatial Humanities: Historical GIS and 

Spatial History, ed. by Ian N. Gregory and A. Geddes (Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press, 2014). 

16 Robert Schwartz, Ian Gregory, and Thomas Thévenin, ȬSpatial History: 

Railways, Uneven Development, and Population Change in France and 

Great Britain, 1850ɀ1914ȭ, Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 42.1 (2011), 

53ɀ88; Linda Clarke, Building Capitalism: Historical Change and the Labour 

Process in the Production of the Built Environment (London ; New York: 

Routledge, 1991). 

17 Ian N. Gregory, ȬȰA Map Is Just a Bad Graph:ȱ Why Spatial Statistics Are 

Important in Historical GIS.ȭ, in Placing History: How Maps, Spatial Data and 

GIS Are Changing Historical Scholarship:, ed. by A. K. Knowles (Redlands, 

Calif.: ESRI Press, 2008), pp. 123ɀ49. 
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leased and lived in the buildings. Clarke discusses the changes that took 

place in development practices over time in her volume on Somers Town.18 

A key question is what were the motivations of the developers, builders 

and contractors who operated on the estates?  Survey of London, Volume 

39, contains helpful analysis for the Grosvenor Estate, and the available 

sources suggest a very similar approach in other estates and 

landholdings.19 

Good quality plans exist for Mayfair and can used to work out ground floor 

plot footprint sizes over the estates.  These are an approximate measure of 

wealth and allow relationships to the course of the Tyburn to be produced. 

1.3.3 Social analysis 

Boulton is particularly good at exploring the social aspects of Southwark in 

the seventeenth century and provides a useful model for analyzing trade 

and employment in an area. He maps employment on to plans of streets to 

good effect.20    Schwarz writes extensively about the labour force and 

                                                        
18 M. J. Hazleton-Swales, ȬUrban Aristocrats: The Grosvenors and the 

Development of Belgravia and Pimlico in the 19th Century.ȭ, 1981, BL 

Ethos. 

19 ȬSurvey of London | Volume 39, the Grosvenor Estate in Mayfair, Part 1 

(General History)ȭ <http://www.british -history.ac.uk/survey-

london/vol39/pt1> [accessed 4 May 2016]. 

20 Jeremy Boulton, Neighbourhood and Society: A London Suburb in the 

Seventeenth Century, Reissue edition (Cambridge, UK; New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2008). 
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living conditions in London in the eighteenth century.21 Schlarman has 

published on the Grosvenor Mayfair estate, but maps gender and political 

affiliation, as opposed to producing occupational maps.22 

! ËÅÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÓ ȰÈÏ× can we find out about the kinds of 

people who lived in the Tyburn valley compared to other people living 

elsewhere in Mayfair? ȰȢ  The database created from the 1791 survey of 

householders (discussed later in this chapter) contains a lot of information.  

By adding geolocation and other less specific information ɀ for example 

extracts from the Westminster Historical Database (discussed later)ɀ it is 

possible to create maps that show how types of occupation vary over the 

area of each estate and whether this alters over time.23 

This area also has information from the Poor Law records in the City of 

Westminster Archives Centre. The 1791 survey of householders also 

provides some indicators of poverty.   Poverty in this era has been studied 

by others, with Hitchcock, Shoemaker and Green all writing about the 

subject, and while the poor in the next door Parish of St Martin in the Fields 

                                                        
21 Leonard D. Schwarz, London in the Age of Industrialisation:: 

Entrepreneurs, Labour Force and Living Conditions, 1700-1850, Cambridge 

Studies in Population, Economy, and Society in Past Time, 19, New Ed 

edition (Cambridge, UK; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992). 

22 Julie Schlarman, ȬThe Social Geography of Grosvenor Square: Mapping 

Gender and Politics, 1720-1760ȭ, London Journal, 28.1 (2003), 8ɀ28. 

23 Charles Harvey, Edmund M. Green, and Penelope J. Corfield, The 

Westminster Historical Database: Voters, Social Structure and Electoral 

Behaviour (Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol: Bristol Academic Press, 1998). 
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ÁÒÅ ×ÅÌÌ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÉÎ (ÉÔÃÈÃÏÃË ÁÎÄ 3ÈÏÅÍÁËÅÒȭÓ ×ÏÒËȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

parish of St George Hanover Square are not.24  

1.4 Sources 

1.4.1 Survey of St George Hanover Square 1791 

The survey of householders of the Parish of St George Hanover Square is in 

the London Metropolitan Archive and includes addresses (with house 

numbers) and occupations of householders. 25  The document is undated, 

but internal evidence suggests it was undertaken in the last half of 1790 

and completed by Lady Day (6th April) in 1791. The archive catalogue 

attributes the document to the Commissioners of Land and Assessed Taxes 

and the year 1790, but the document contains no indication that either 

attribution is right.  It seems to have been produced by the Parish for an 

unspecified purpose. Speculation would suggest that it was created for tax 

purposes: the document captures some information used by tax collectors, 

but does not contain any reference to rateable value nor the number of 

people in the household.  The survey shows that many of the inhabitants 

had offices associated with tax collection, so it is possible that the survey 

                                                        
24 Timothy Hitchcock, Down and Out in Eighteenth-Century London, 

illustrated edition edition (Hambledon Continuum, 2007); Tim Hitchcock 

and Robert Brink Shoemaker, London Lives: Poverty, Crime and the Making 

of a Modern City, 1690-1800 (Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2015); David R. Green, Pauper Capital: London and the Poor Law, 

1790-1870 (Farnham: Ashgate, 2010). 

25 Commissioners for Land and Assessed Taxes, ȬList of Inhabitants St 

George Hanover Square c 1790 | London Metropolitan Archivesȭ 

(Unpublished, 1790), LMA, X045/001. 
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was in advance of a proposed change in tax rules that was not 

implemented.  

 
Figure 1-3: Page from the Survey 

A typical page is shown Figure 1-3. The survey is unusual as many records 

of this period tend to focus on property owners (leaseholders) rather than 

householders and do not include exact addresses or occupations.   The 

availabÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÅØÁÃÔ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÍÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÔÏ (ÏÒ×ÏÏÄȭÓ 

Map which also contains street numbers.  And unusually the survey 

captures some of the poorer householders in the Parish, including some 

that paid no rates.  

Some of this occupation information for the Grosvenor Estate is referenced 

in the Survey of London, Volume 39 (and paper transcriptions for the 

Grosvenor Mayfair properties exist in the papers associated with this 

volume lodged at the London Metropolitan Archive), but the survey does 
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not appear to have been transcribed or converted into a database before.26  

This census has been transcribed (all the information in the survey has 

been captured), checked, and converted into a database for this study. The 

database includes details of 4569 householders, 3720 (81%) of whom are 

in the study area.   

1.4.2 Horwood Plan of London 1792-1799 

The Horwood Plan of London was published in sheets between 1792 to 

1799.27  The plan is based on a topographical survey and also is one of the 

first plans to include street numbers.  The plate that includes Mayfair was 

the first sheet published in 1792 although the British Library edition that is 

used in this study is dated 1795.  A later version of this plan was published 

by Faden with additions in 1813 and is published as the A to Z of Regency 

London by the London Topographical Society. This includes an essay about 

ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎȭÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÌÁÎ ÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ  (ÏÒ×ÏÏÄ 

warned that the backs of buildings were not accurately shown unless they 

were accessible, and it is known that some field boundaries in rural areas 

are not accurately portrayed.  Despite this, when compared to the later OS 

                                                        
26 ȬBox Containing Archived Records from Survey of London Volume 39 & 

40, The Grosvenor Estate in Mayfairȭ, 1972, LMA, ACC/3499/SL/01/0365. 

27 ȬPlan of the Cities of London and Westminster, the Borough of Southwark 

and Parts Adjoining, Shewing Every House. By R. Horwood. [Scale, about 25 

Inches = 1 Mile]ȭ (London, 1792), BL, Crace 5.173 

<http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/crace/p/007zzz0000 00005u0

0173000.html> [accessed 19 April 2017]. 
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detailed plans property boundaries match closely and it suggests that the 

area calculations used later in this study are fit for purpose.28     

                                                        
28 Richard Horwood, Guildhall Library., and Joseph. Wisdom, The A to Z of 

Regency London (Lympne Castle: Published for the London Topographical 

Society by Harry Margary in association with Guildhall Library, London, 

1985). 
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Figure 1-4: Part of the Horwood map  

The survey for the Mayfair sheet must have been completed in the 1790-

1792 period and has been digitized so that it can be used as the basis of 

maps that appear in later sections of the study. The online map of the 


