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The Works of John Smyth

Extract from Preface

HIS edition of the works of John Smyth offers the
opportunity for a pioneer to be studied at first hand.
He had never been utterly forgotten, for when Americans
who preferred to look to New England rather than to
Virginia as the formative district of their nation, were
telling its earliest story, they glanced casually at the
iriend of Brewster mentioned by Bradford: and when
Er.lglish Congregationalists were searching into their
origins, they caught a glimpse of one who passed through
their position. But in comparison with Browne and
Robinson, Johnson and Ainsworth, or Jacob, Smyth has
been but dimly known, chiefly by reflected light, even to
Hanbury in 1839,

Fifty years ago, Benjamin Evans broke new ground
and printed many documents long unknown to English-
men, revealing Smyth’s doings in Amsterdam. Further
search by John Waddington, Robert Barclay and Henry
Martyn Dexter was so far rewarded that a hetter back-
_ _ re®arded. and then the last named student
earned thafikd wy-icee ... 7 —Mewnnaf Smyth “as
told by himself and his contemporaries, ” auu v,y -, B
a stupid forgery which bade fair to confuse the tale. His
posthumous work on the England and Holland of the
Pilgrims reverted to the earlier treatment of Smyth as an
appendage to those heroes, while John Brown and Edward
Arber had naturally adopted the same standpoint.

The importance of Smyth’s work had been discerned
by Mandell Creighton, and when Henry W. Clark wrote
the History of English Nonconformity to expound ideas
rather than facts, a more sympathetic spirit was evinced.
More errors were eliminated by J. H. Shakespeare in his
study of Baptist and Congregatronal Pioneers, all too
brief. When Walter H. Burgess prepared to publish on
Baptist Origins, he not only added to our knowledge of
fact by his minufe research, but placed Smyth in the
forefront, both of the narrative and of the title. Next
year, Champlin Burrage in his Farly English Disseniers
treated of him in true perspective with the attention to
detail that is so conspicuous in all his work.

All students, however, who desired better acquaintance
with Smyth, were seriously hindered by the difficulty of
reading his works. Though seven books were published,
only seventeen copies in all are known, and no town
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contains more than three works. At the very best,
Cambridge, York, and Oxford must be visited; while
Amsterdam must be added for manuscripts. Moreover,
the typography of most of the books is trying in the
extreme. So it has been far easier to read what Smyth’s
opponents said about him, or to copy some isolated
sentence extracted for a purpose, than to consult the
whole book and let Smyth speak for himself.

To rescue him from this predicament has long been
the hope of the present editor, and means have been
provided by the Hibbert Trustees (through the kind
offices of Sir W. J. Collins), by Principal Gould and Sir
George Macalpine, president and vice-president of the
Baptist Historical Society, under whose auspices the
edition appears. The librarian of Emmanuel College
arranged for a transcript of the Morning Starre, a copy of
the Paterne was lent by Dr Gould, Bodley’s librarian
permitted the Paralleles and the Character to be roto-
graphed page by page, the editor copied the Principles
and the Refractations at York Chapter library, the
Differences at the Bodleian, and supplied a slieh+ -7 -

in the Chara e TIIMOROTIPS 8t
_— wwo vonsulted by the courtesy of Professor
S. Cramer, and in their study the editor was aided by
Carel J. Stroer, who arranged for franscripts. The
archivist of the city of Amsterdam cleared up a long-
standing obscurity as to the last home of Smyth, and
produced a contemporary map showing its site and
appearance; from this the frontispiece has been copied....
The editor has added notes on such points as seemed
to need comment, and on such as had special interest for
himself. He has also prefixed a study of the author's
career. For this he has naturally used the works named,
and the contemporary books that alluded to Smyth. He
has accepted the assurances of the Registrary of Cambridge
and the late Master of Christ's that nothing more is
extant there than is here incorporated. He has sought
at first hand, in both the municipal and the diocesan
records at Lincoln, profiting by the aid of W. 8. Linton
and of the vicar of Welton, as well as of the official
custodians. He has consulted the Mennonite and the
civic archives at Amsterdam....
Further, in these pages is pointed out, what has
escaped serious attention, the time, place, and circum-
stances when the Pilgrim Church was born....
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Apart from matters of fact, the editor hopes to have
presented the subject afresh in three respects; the
starting-point of Smyth’s career, its consistency, and the
permanent result of his work.
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H Blimpse of O Nanfuchef

JT was my privilege the other day to stand on the

moors near the western end of Nantucket Island,*and

look over the site of the earliest English settlement.

The high wind swept so strongly from the direction °
of ‘ the Continent,”” that even the huckleberry bushes
and the short blades of yellow grass all about us leaned
away from the northerly gale—‘“a dry nor’ easter,”
that almost blew us off our feet.

As we looked west from our hill, Tuckernuck and
Muskeget Islands were on the horizon, or nearer.
North of us, on the cliff, named from a famous Indian
chief, rose the pipe of the waterworks of Wonnacomett,
and south stretched the ‘“ Hummocks' to the ocean.
Behind us, in the distance, lay the old town of Nantucket,
whence we had come. All about us was hilly ground,
with swampy hollows, filled with the wonderful flora
for which the Island is famous. Beds of hibiscus, and
groups of the exquisite sabbatia, with many others as
rare, may be found by the diligent seeker, and there
are those who know the haunt of the real Scotch heather,
quite at home on the moorland so like its native hills.
Some of the many ups and downs, through or around
which we passed, are the old cellar-holes of the first
English comers on the Island.

Space does not here permit to relate the story of the
early settlement by the English. Indian and Norse legend
goes far back in date, but fact begins in 1641, when
James Forrett, as agent for Lord Sterling, to whom all

Vol.xii.—1256. 187
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the lands between Cape Cod and the Hudson River
had been granted by the Crown, sold this Island and the
two smaller ones adjoining, to Thomas Mayhew of
Watertown, merchant, and his son of the same name.
Eighteen years later, July 2, 1659, Mayhew, Senior,
sold to the nine original proprietors, for thirty pounds
and ‘““ two Beaver Hatts, one for myself and one for my
wife > ! The Indian titles were secured, but since the
Sachems were given to deeding land owned by a neigh-
bouring Sachem instead of their own, certain titles to
property had to be unravelled with much heart-burning
later on!

My chief impulse to visit this spot, now deserted by
the inhabitants in favor of a more sheltered site for their
town, came from an afternoon spent poring over a gift
recently made, by a descendant, to the Nantucket
Historical Society. This is a priceless old account book
once belonging to Mary Starbuck, a woman who deserves
to stand in our Quaker annals beside the Margaret Fells,
Elizabeth Hootons and Mary Dyers of history.

The old vellum folio measures nine by eleven inches,
and the loops for the leather thongs that tied it together
are still in place. It is the third in point of age of any
document so far discovered bearing on the history of
early Nantucket. A memorandum inside the cover
declares it to begin in 1662. But the first pages are
missing, and the regular entries begin * Septr’83,”
when the Indian “ Cannontimuck ”’ was paid for bringing
barley, ‘‘ turnaps,” and Indian corn (maize). Much of
the pioneer life can be built up from this fascinating old
book. Trade with the Indians was lively, and feathers
are the means of exchange for powder and shot, and
occasionally a bit of old iron. Primitive necessities and
worldly luxuries are curiously mingled, as, for instance,
““To a paire of purple Collered Shoos, five shillings,”
and ‘“ To a yerling’s scin "’ (yearling’s skin) two shillings
and four pence! Fish comes from Coatue, Sasacacha and
Squam, and Abigail Natane is paid eight shillings * for
plowing an acre pr Josiah,”” probably a squaw and her
son. Some of the Indians, with their picturesque names,
are Wannacomet, Cannontimuck, Wattashamonett,
Shawoner, Wauwinet, and Winnapo described as ‘““an



A GLIMPSE OF OLD NANTUCKET 159

Indian from ye uineard” (Martha’s Vineyard).z Other
Indians havereceived English names, like ‘“ Little Daniel,”’
and “ Mycall,” and one, who is evidently a well-mannered
man, 1s known as ‘‘ ye Gentleman.”

Doubtless Mary Starbuck, being a capable and
versatile woman, helped to fit out her neighbors in
clothing, as well as herself, for there are many charges
for *“ making cloakes and trim”’ * petecotes;’’ a ‘“duzen”
buttons; ‘‘scains of thrid” (skeins of thread), and more
than one ‘ samar,” which was a gown or scarf with its
French name askew, 1.e., simarre! These more sophisti-
cated articles are usually paid for *“ in Mony.”

In 1699, (May 23rd) prices interest us:

A Callimink Jacob [Callimanco Jacket] .. .o .o 2f

As mony in pay .o .. .. .. 3 O O
A stuff peticot, 8} 1b. wool, 12 sh. pr. yard .. I 0 O
2 lbs. wool and a bonnet .. .o .o .o . .o 4 6

Duffels, ozenbriggs, callimanco, are some materials
in use. In November, 1686, a “ Caster [beaver] Hatt
and two yards of ——"" [illegible] cost £1 3s. 6d. Mary
““ nets a paire of stokins ”’ for herself, and charges them
at two shillings and sixpence. A canno (canoe) is bought
of an Indian, and in 1687, * To wool, to pay for the Fraite
[freight] of a Horse,”” fifteen shillings. Another chargeis
“To a goate, as Mony.” The great industry of sheep-
raising is foreshadowed by the use of wool as another
means of exchange and a spinning-wheel and cards (for
wool) appear.

Some of the handwriting of the old folio is more
masculine, and is probably that of Nathaniel Starbuck,s
Mary’s husband. Their account runs to 1715, when
their son, Nathaniel, Junior, carries it on. The whaling
industry, to which volumes might be devoted, and which
made of Nantucket in the eighteenth century a great
and important port, is here shown in its beginnings.
Indians help the natives ‘“lay out ’’ the oil from whales
cast up on the shore, and the first entry of the Indian
into the trade may be perceived in this book. In 1730,
Nathaniel Starbuck, Junior, writes:
by # bbl. oyl. formerly gott by lying on shoar .o .. I § O

By oyl and bone gott with Tristram [Coffin] along shoar in y® |
winter 1730 .. .o .o ‘- .o .o .. 21I7 O
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There is a mine of information in the old book—but
we can only hope that it will soon serve as a text for a
historian.

Who was Mary Starbuck ?

Born in Haverhill, Massachusetts, February 2,
1645, she was the seventh child of Tristram and Dionis
Coffin.4 The superstitious have pointed to this fact, in
following her later career ! Tristram Coffin was one of
the original purchasers of Nantucket, and his daughter
Mary, at the age of seventeen, married Nathaniel, son of
Edward and Catharine Starbuck, also of the proprietors.
Mary Starbuck was a woman of rare intellect and ability,
of strong character, and a domestic economist of a high
order. In the absence of the men of her family she
administered justice, and was loved and respected by her
fellow townsmen, exerting an influence over them almost
unparalleled in colonial history. She was known as ‘“ the
Great Woman,” and her prototype is Deborah, among
the Hebrews.

Such was the position of this remarkable woman
when the first Quaker preachers appeared on the Island.
Earliest came Thomas Chalkley, in 16¢g8. Then followed
John Richardson, who paid a tribute to Nantucket
housekeeping when he had his meeting in her ‘ bright-
rubbed room,” and then came Thomas Story, in 1706.
Under the powerful influence of a man whom Mary
Starbuck must at once have recognised as a scholar and
lawyer, as well as preacher, she embraced Quakerism
with ardor and enthusiasm. Tradition asserts that
Peter Folgers had once baptized her as a Baptist; but
she cast aside all forms and became an eloquent preacher,
making many converts to the new faith. For several
years meetings were held 1n the great * fore-room " of
her home, known as °‘ Parliament House,”” and she
brought up her ten children to follow in her steps. Her
eldest child, Mary, i1s said to have been the first white
child born on Nantucket. Her husband recognized her
very superior endowments, and aided her in every way
in his power.

Mary Starbuck died September 13, 1717—her husband
outlliving her by two years. Quakerism on Nantucket
was destined to an enormous growth, and a decline
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complete. Its records are kept in Lynn, Massachusetts.
Not a member of the Society now resides on the
Island, where thousands once dwelt.

On the moors on which we stood that September day
was the site of Mary Starbuck’s home. Somewhere here,

in the unmarked Quaker graveyard, in what for a
time was Sherburne, lie her remains. Even the town
has disappeared totally from the hill, and only the
grave of John Gardiner, one of the earliest settlers, and
a monument to his companions, mark the burial place

of so many.
As we came away on the boat next day, with the

silhouette of old Nantucket town clear cut against the
sky, we could only hope that someone in the near
future would give us a just tribute to the memory of

Mary Starbuck.

NOTES

e e————————r

' NANTUCKET : called Nanticon, according to early tradition, by
Leif Erikson, an explorer from Norway, A.D. 1000-1. Sir Ferdinand
Gorgas (ctvca 1630) calls it Nantican. Dr. R. A. Douglas-Lithgow, in his
recent book, Nantucket: a History (p. 25), says, ‘“‘In all likelihood the
name Nanticon was merely a Norse approximation to the original Indian
name of the Island, viz., Natocket, meaning ‘““The far away land.”” Many
Indian namesin Southern New England end in ef, signifying usually some

approach to water.
Nantucket Island is situated twenty-eight miles south of the

Peninsula of Cape Cod, having a sandy soil, and is fifteen miles long and
from three to four miles wide. In shape it is triangular. From earliest
days it was inhabited by Indians, who were more friendly with the
first white settlers than many historians have given them credit for.
[See Lydia S. Hinchman, Early Settlers of Nantucket, 1901 (in D.).

—EDSs.]

2 MARTHA'S VINEYARD.—The name has been ascribed to Barth-
olomew Gosnold, who probably landed there in 1602. Captain John
Smith, however, whose General Historie of Virginia was published in 1624
(see Works : Arber Ed., p. 333), says “ And by the blossomes we might
perceive there would be plenty of strawberrnies, resperies . . . etc,
which made us call it Martha’s Vineyard.”

The Encyclopedia Britannica says that Maytin's Vineyard  appears
on some maps as late as 1670.”” This name has never been in common
use, and appears to be a later form, and, probably, incorrectly used.

This island lies west of Nantucket, and nearer the mainland, nine-
teen miles long, and some five miles in width, less sandy than its neighbor,
and in certain parts very productive. The last Indians on * The Vine-
yard ”’ have only disappeared in comparatively recent years.

[A novel by Agnes Harrison picturing life on this Island, entitled
Martin’s Vineyard, appeared in 1872 (see THE JOURNAL, ix. 124).—EDs.]
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3 The names of EDWARD and NATHANIEL STARBUCK in connection
with Nantucket first occur February 2nd, 1659, at Salisbury, Massa-
chusetts, as Associates of the original Nantucket owners. The first house
on the Island was built by Edward Starbuck, who diedin 1691. Nathaniel
Starbuck married Mary, daughter of Tristram Coffin, and their ten
children have perpetuated the name to the present day. Mary Starbuck
died 1717, Nathaniel, her husband, in 1719. The Starbuck account book
after 1715 contains no entry in the earlier hand. After 1734 it was kept
by Nathaniel Starbuck, Jun., who died 1753. The Starbucks from the
first settlement were chief traders with the Indians, and the place of
exchange was at one or other of their houses.

Edward Starbuck is supposed to have accompanied Thomas Macy,
his wife and five children, to Nantucket, in the autumn of 1659, and they
are usually regarded as the first settlers. There is documentary proof
that Macy had been fined by the General Court of Massachusetts for
“ harboring Quakers,”” but the actual circumstances of Whittier's
charming poem, * The Exiles,’” must not be seriously taken as history.

4 TrisTRAM COFFIN, a resident of Salisbury, Massachusetts, where
dwelt most of the associate owners of the Island. He was the pioneer
among the purchasersof 1659, and his favorable report, after a preliminary
visit, is supposed to have led the first group of proprietors to undertake
the settlement of Nantucket. He had five sons—Tristram, James,
Peter, John, and Stephen. One daughter married Stephen Greenleaf,
and another Nathaniel Starbuck. Tristram Cofiin was one of the most
prominent men on the Island until his death in October, 1681. His
descendant, Lucretia (1793-1880), daughter of Thomas Coffin, of the town
of Nantucket, married James Mott, of New York, and became a well-
known leader in the Abolition Movement and the early political Suffrage
cause.

Mary Coffin, Tristram’s seventh child, shared in a belief common to
many primitive people, that a fortunate star presided over the birth of a
seventh son or daughter, and still more, the seventh of a seventh.

s PETER FOLGER.—Bornin England, 1617. Came to America with his
father about 1635, and was living on the Island of Martha’s Vineyard in
1658. Heappears to have gone to Nantucket as interpreter of the Indian
language for the first group of settlers. He took a half share as proprie-
tary and removed there in 1659. Peter Folger was probably the best
educated man among the settlers, and at once became very influential.
He was the town miller, and a weaver and blacksmith, besides filling the
offices of surveyor and keeper of the records. After 1673, he was made
Clerk of the Courts, and wrote A Looking Glass for the Times, or the
Former Spivit of New England Revived im this Generation. He died at
Nantucket in 1690.

Peter Folger was the maternal grandfather of Benjamin Franklin,
whose mother was his daughter, Abiah. She married Josiah Franklin,
tallow-chandler, who was of a Northamptonshire family. Benjamin
Franklin, born in Boston, January 6th [0.S.], 1706, was the fifteenth of
their seventeen children.

Haverford, Pa. AMELIA MOTT GUMMERE.

—

A

Where the holy sense is lost, possession of the highest truths cannot
preserve against the enemy’s assaults.
WiLLIAM PENN, Tender Counsel and Advice, 1695, p. 6.
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HE character of the [second] wife of Isaac T. Hopper was extremely
modest and reserved; and he took mischievous pleasure 1n
telling strangers the story of his courtship in a way that made

her blush. ‘ Dost thou know what Hannah answered, when 1 asked
her if she would marry me ? ”’ said he. “ I will tell thee how it was.
I was walking home with her one evening, soon after the death of her
mother, and I mentioned to her that as she was alone now, I supposed
she intended to make some change in her mode of living. When she said
yes, I told her I had been thinking it would be very pleasant to have her
come and live with me. ¢ That would suit me exactly,’ said she. This
prompt reply made me suppose she might not have understood my
meaning ; and I explained that I wanted to have her become a member
of my family; but she replied again, ¢ There is nothing I should like
better.’ ”’

The real fact was, the quiet and timid Hannah Attmore was not
dreaming of such a thing as a proposal of marriage. She supposed he
spoke of receiving her as a boarder in his family. When she at last
perceived his meaning, she slipped her arm out of his very quickly, and
was too much confused to utter a word. Butit amused him to represent
that she seized the opportunity the moment it was offered.

L. MaRrIA CHILD, Life of Isaac T. Hopper [1771-1852], 1853, P. 370.

Joaac T. Hopper and Bis Quaker Ribrarp

library. He contrived to pick up every old rare volume
connected with the history of his sect. He had a wonderful
fondness and reverence for many of those books. They seemed to stand
to him in the place of old religious friends, who had parted from his
side in the journey of life. There, at least, he found Quakerism that had
not degenerated ; that breathed the same spirit as of yore.
His Quaker library was left in the care of his children, with directions
that it should be kept where members of the Society of Friends or others
interested could have ready access to it.
L. MARIA CHILD, Life of Isaac T. Hopper [1771-1852], pp. 380, 404,

QIO man in the country [America] had such a complete Quaker

477-
Where is this library now ?

L _ i ——

It is related by Sewel, the historian, that the havoc and spoil which
Friends in Ireland underwent, about the year 1689, was enormous ; the
losses sustained by them,in one year alone, being estimated at £100,000.

Select Miscellantes, 1852, i. 141.
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By the kindness of Ernest E. Taylor we are able to present our readers with above
reproduction of the carving by John Bright [1811-1889] of his initials on a form in the
Meeting House at Newton-in-Bowland, in the year 1826, We are informed that many
years later, about 1870, when John Bright revisited Newton, he looked at the carving and

acknowledged it as his work.

Wi /b,/&«.[- e Shn Aag /:.;,/a,“', 7
flopuinn - Ghin V ttwtruben hny M%u/(,"
ins ke fm,. faill . bhen S Bank 4frs
£, Gufod & buiKurnan frulion = Ll id - Gean
J &tV Y td /\;4/4 o TRt feo 1445'@4
Bvgy 4 God lce e 6 follo Audon & G-
Clvir. K faute calonl an hch Loete Ay

&/xm3

— )
Postscript of a letter addressed to Isaac Sharp [1806-1897] at ‘‘Sydney,
N.S.W..”” from 133, Piccadilly, London, in the possession of Isaac Sharp, nephew

of the above.,




Fobn Bellers in Official Minutes

Concluded from page 127

HE vyears 1693 to 1699 have been described as
‘“the seven years of famine,” and a study of
the period leads to the conclusion that the

title is an accurate description. Among the
torrent of literature containing suggestions for the
relief of the prevailing distress, one pamphlet 1s worthy
of more attention than it has heretofore received. It
came from the hand of John Bellers and was entitled
Proposals for Raising A Colledge of Industry of all useful
Trades and Husbandry, with Profit for the Rich, a Plenti-
ful Living for the Poor, and a Good Education for Youth.
This was first published in the year 1695, and reprinted
in 16g6. Since then it has been reprinted several times.
In 1790 it appeared as an anonymous pamphlet entitled
A Plan of a Public Charity, with some former Plan for
the same Purpose, then again, by John Morton Eden
in his State of the Poor, issued 1797, and also by Robert
Owen in the year 1817. Owen, according to his bio-
graphers, owed a good deal to Bellers. He tells us that
Bellers *‘ furnished the actual model for the villages
of co-operation and unity '’ ; certainly the influence
of Bellers can be traced in Robert Owen’s method and
ideas.s

Bellers’s Proposals, in common with other material

intended for publication, was submitted to the ‘“ Second
Days Morning Meeting,”” and a Committee was appointed
to consider the MS. in conjunction with a Committee of
fifteen appointed by the Meeting for Sufferings, includ-
ing Daniel Quare and William Meade. The full minute
of the Meeting for Sufferingsreads as follows and is under
date of the s5th of Fifth Month, 1695.

Jne ffield signifyeing y* he and Theodor Eccleston were desired
by the 29 dayes Morning [Meet :] to acqt this Meet : of a proposall of Jn°
Bellers’s Relating to the poor (which he proposed to be Recommended
to the severall Quarterly Meetings in the Counties) and y* Meet:

5 See THE JOURNAL xi. 93.
165
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desireing yt some ffriends might be Nominated by this Meeting to meet
the fifriends appointed by them to Read and consider the same.

This Meet : therefore Referrs the Consideradon thereof to the
ffrids following [fifteen in number] or any 4 of them, with any other
ffaithfull ffriends y* are ffree to Meet at the Close of the 2 Weeks Meeting
at Devonshire house and B. Bealing to give the ffriends absent Notice
to be there.

At a meeting of the Second Day’s Morning Meeting
held the 26th of Sixth Month, 1695, it is recorded : ‘“ Jn°
Bellers Manuscript 1s left to him to doe with as he sees
meet.”

No doubt this pamphlet was read widely by
Friends. In order to emphasise the importance of the
social problem the Yearly Meeting of 1697 made an
appointment of eight to consider a scheme suggested
by John Bellers for employing the poor. In reporting
to a later sitting this Committee recommended that
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings should be consulted.
The Committee’s detailed suggestions are embodied in
the following epistle® :

To the firiends and Brethren of the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings
in Englarnd and Wales.
Dear ffriends

Jn the love of the powerfull holy Truth which hath gathered us
into one body and Reduceth all things into y® best order We tenderly
salute you : hereby signifyeing That for as much as severall Members
of our last yearly meeting and others of the Brethren here, have
expressed their Deep and Weighty concern for the better Education of
our Children and Youth in an Early Jnstruction in the way of Truth,
and also in the acquirements of usefull Languages and Sciences, and in
neccessarie Jmployements of labour and Jndustry, suitable to their age
ability and strength

Jt was proposed to y® meeting to consider of the most propper
methods and means for effecting of things soe necessarie and Jmportant
both to y¢ poor and Rich. To w end and for the Receiving of all
proposalls on this subject a select meet : was appointed by the Yearly
Meet : whose Report being Returned the matter was at last assigned
unto us to Receive further proposalls, and to Recommend unto your
serious Consideracon. The substance whereof followeth.

As to y© printed proposall of John Bellers for a Colledge of Jndustry
for y¢ better Maintenance of y® Poor and Education of Children. We
think fitt to Reccommend the same to your farther consideraéon how
farr it may answer the ends by him proposed and how much you may

¢ Sundry Ancient Epistles, p. 154 (MS. in D.).
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be willing to Jncourage it by a Voluntary Contribution. ffor if one
House or Colledge for a begining were set on foote by a Joynt stock by
ffriends of Estates throughout y* Kingdom (severall having subscribed
considerably already) it might by Right Managemt be of Use to the
Ends intended and of good Report and Example to the Nacon.

For the better Education of the youth of ffriends there is a concern
on Us tenderly to Reccommend to you that care be taken to have such
schools in your respective Countyes wherein your Children may not
onely be Jnstructed in Languages and Sciences in the Way of Truth,
but likewise in some profitable and commendable labours or Jndustrious
Exercise, wet may prevent many Temptations attending idleness and
instill principles of Jndustry with Literature both in rich and poor,
which may also contribute to y® poor Childrens Maintenance and take
away the occasion of the Reflection of the Dutch Proverb on our
English vizt That they keep their Children to work to make things
for ours to playe withall—and this also will no way be Irksome to
Children, when put upon it in a loving way.

3 To which end that care be taken in every County to allow a
Competent Maintenance to Masters or at first 2 or 3 Countyes may
Joyne and have the use of some Convenient House or Houses Rent
free—and any suitable and Jncourageing sume Borne by the County or
Countyes, and that in Considraéon thereof a Competent Number of
the Children of Poor friends or such as cannot well bestow Education
at schooles be Taught free cost or if Boarded to be assisted therein by
ye¢ Countyes.

This with wt might be added by ffriends that are able to pay ’tis
hoped will prove a comfortable subsistance for such asshall fitt them-
selves for yt Jmploye.

4 That in order to Breed up school Masters it be considered by
Monthly or Quarterly Meets wt poor Children of ffriends are of a proper
Genius for Learning that they may be Qualifyed for y* Jmployemt at
such meet : or meets cost.

5 And its Reccommended to your Respective meets : to take care
some Weighty suitable ffriends goe and inspect Schooles and the
ffamilyes of ffriends in the severall Countyes, and to see yt theadvice of
firiends be duly answered in this great concern and y* wt care possible
may be had by all ffriends not to Receive into their Houses as servants
any but such as are well disposed. That the Manners of their Children
be not corrupted by their evill Communication nor Taught Evill in
Word or Deed by their Example ; for Children and servants converse
much together, and the Children when Tender are very subject to
Receive Jmpressions from such as they converse with.

6 That special care be had that such Children as are fitt for
apprentices be put unto honest ffriends that they may be preserved in
the way of Truth—in Habitt and Language—and encouraged to goe
to meets the contrary practice haveing been often seen to be of very
111 Consequence.

7 That whereas there may be divers young Men among ffriends that
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are already in some degree Capable of Teaching Children if any such
come Reccommended from Monthly or Quarterly Meetings Richd
Scoryer of Wansworth near London offers freely to Jnforme and direct
such in his method of Teaching and to take some Pains in compleating
them in Writting or Arithmitick They providing for themselves Meat

Drink and Lodgeing.
Signed on behalfe of the 24 days morning meet : and meet : for
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