pqllcy I 4 direct intimation
fascist movement should iy

ernment we would deny respon=

gible authority there its clear-cut right
‘10 buy munitions here to put the rebel-
There is, further, the obvious incon-
lhtenw between the application of our
noutrality policy in Spain and In the
Sino-Japanese war, In the latter case

freely to both sides, even though the De-
partment of State points out that by ap-
plication of moral pressure it has greatly
curtailed shipments of aeronautical
equipment to Japan. In this case there
is no embargo, but policy operated o
discourage American aid to the aggres-
sov. In the Spanish case there is an
embargo, and policy operates to the dis-
advantage of the government agiinst
which aggression is directed.

This tacit favoritism to Franco would
| be justified if the Admimistration were
wiiling ‘to #ecognize his regime as the
legitimate government of Spdin, of ut
least as & rebellious movement entitied
by its success to a grani of belligerent
rights. But us matlers stind the oply
Spanish governmont accorded recogni-
tion by the United States is the one
sgainst which the rebeliion is dirccted,
And while we accord thizs government
the right to speak for all of Spain we
deny it the priviloges which are properly
inseparable from diplomatic recognition.

The reasons for this atfempt o carty
water on both shoulders sre obvious
Fecling in this country with respect to
the Spanish civil war runs very high
There are well-organized and powerful
groups of American citizens supporting
poth sides. One faction regards Franco's
rebellion as an cssentially fasclst move-
ment, designed to destroy the democratio
forces in Spain and 1o pave the way for
the triumph of totalitarian docirine In
western Europe. The other faction re-
gards Franco's robellion as a holy war
against the powers of darkness, with
which the Spanith government recug-
nized by the United States is identified
because of real or alleged communist
affilintions or gympathies.

American munitions are allowed to pgo

Now.howmr. ltbenm happmum'
the government will be defeated. And:

for ihat eventuality our diplomacy Is
wholly unprepared. Whether the ulti-
ate triumph of Franco, which becomoes
steadily more probable, is morally desir-
able or undesirable as far us Spaln it
concerned i3 not the subject of present
consideration. What thould be exam-
ined, on a purely intellectual basis, is the
effect of such a victory on vital Amecican
interests,

Whatover the nobility of the aspira-
tions behind Franeo's rebellion, and
whatever the autrages and excesses to be
attributed fo the republicans, one fuct s
abundantly clear. Franco is deeply in
debt tc Mussolin! and to Hitler. It would
be childish to assume that those who
have paid the piper are golng to refraln
from calling the tune, And one place
where the pay-off must be anticipated {9
in Latin America,

The protracted civil war in Spain may
have weakened, but certainly has not
destroyed, the greal Influence of that
country in the American republics which
were once its colonies, The triumph of
a strongly nationalistic, raclally con-
sclote revolutionary movement in Spain
Is bound to be followed by an sssertive
‘pan-Hispanic movement, When such a

and lubmn!m boses: no!nﬁn::
South Americs,

The enormous imporbanoe nﬂqdwd by
the Adminjstration to the recent Lima
Canference shows the keen awareness of
the Department of Siate to the impor-
fance of Latin America in our foreign
policy. The anxiety of most Americans
fo prevent W spread of totalitarian doe-
trine in the Now World i5 unmistakabla.
What has not yet dawned on the gencral
publie Is the enormous impetus to such
|indoctrination which v:ill be given if Gen.
|Franco captures Barcelona and thereby
seu the scal of doom upon the present
bpumah republic,

This is not the problem of Great Brit-
jain and France, A westwiurd fascist
{push' operating from & Spaln in fes 1o
Rome and Berlin would worry these na-
tions: very little. There is no reason why
Chamberlain and Daladier should fight
this battle for us It is a problem for
the United States alone. It is » problem
in which American policy must be de.
cided in Washington, without reference
to London and Paris,

That it is a problent of the first magni~
tude is recognized in asll authoritative
circles. One military expert, Ma). George
Fielding Ellot, has- gone 0 far zs to
assert that for the Azores to pass unties
Nazi or Fasclst influence “would be a
matter of such grave concern fo this
country that It {8 & question whethet wo
ought not to resist it by forece, should it
appear imminent”

With a final victory by Franco this and
other far-reaching developments affect
ing the New World would definitely ap-
pear imminent. Such s triumph on the
part of the Berlin-Rome axis would, so
f5r as this countty s concernad, make
the dismemborment of Czecho-Slavalia

seem an affair of purely secondary im-

portance,

There Is undoubledly 'cause. for con-
cern in the inability of many Americans
to sec that every mile which Franco
gains in Catalonia bringe faseisin nearer
|to the New World, makes its Immunity
Jdrem totalltarian doctrines leas secuve,



