close consultation with the Prench Government on tl
subject. The ¥rench Government favour this step in |
principle but wish first to obtain certain assurances

from General Franco. They have ment Nonsieur Berard

back to Burgos for further discussions in this

respect,

2. Meanwhile His Majesty's Government in the
United Kingdowm have recelved from the Spanish
Government 8 communication deeclaring their willingness
to cesse hostilities on certain conditions. The
British sgent at Burgos has besn instrcted to
comauni cate this inforastion to Genersl Franco and
to make it clear thet whilst His lnjesty's Governuent
recognize his right to decide what, if any, response
to make to this communicastion they feel its
consideration might affeord an opening for bringing
about a pacific solution,

3. In these circumstances His Majesty's
Government in the United Fingdcm have decided

(a) that it is desirsble for them to recognisze
Goneral Franco's Government in the near future,

(b) that if possible such recognition should follow
a surrender by the Spanish Government but that if
the jatter maintain resistance, snd negotiations are
prolonged, it may be necessary that recognition
should precede the cessatlion of hostilities,
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boon instructed to inform the Netiomalist authorities
of the sarnest cons!deration now being given by His
Majesty's Novernment to the grant of full recognition
to Generel Pranco. Guch recognition, he will.explain,
would be facilitated 4if General FPranco were asble to
accept the terms contsined in the Spanish Govermment's
communication regarding the cesgation of hostilities
and 1f he would be willing to state publicly that when
the fighting is finished he would not permit anything
in the way of unsuthorised or genersl pelitical
reprissls.
B. The Prench Governient have been informed that
whilst His Majesty's Covernment in the United XKingdom
are in general asgreement with thelr views as regards
recognition, His Majesty's Govermment would prefer
full) recognition without conditions even if this
entalled a short delay in the event cof the gpanish
Government showing signe of surrendering, If there
secwed, however, a prospect of long delay, His Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom would probably decide
to proceed with recognition, keeping in the closest
touch with the Prench Ouvermuent with a view to parallel
action,

BRITISH RuBASSY,

WASHINGTOR, D, C,,
Februery 16th, 1939,
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