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You may remember
25th last we zavo the State Depavtment a long Alde M&

intentions 1s rather odd.

discussing the possibilitlesof econocmie pressurs in Japan
(see 15/17/39).Tn the course of this memorandum the
possibility of denouncing our commaroial treaties with 4
Japan was railsed and we sald that His Majesty's Government
would weloome the views of the United Btates Government

on this particulsr point as wall asz/the more gensral issue.
We were informed on January 28th that our comminicat!on

was bainz studisd in the State Department (see 15/23/39) am
on Fabruary 3rd that the State Department ware busy
formulating a reply to our enguiry (sees 15/28/39). On
February Zrd we were also told that whille the State Depart-
ment generally felt that a policy of assisting Chins would
be better than one of retallation against Japan, they would,

1T there sesmed any good reascon in the future to changs

this opinion "immediately discuss the mautter further with

-

Hig Majesty's Govarnment",

Maad Lo Mot
know heard-no—pemask from the State Department on the subject

Since then we have as faxn as

of econcmic pressure on Japan, nor havn_z‘ney aver sent any
reply to our Alde Mémolre of January 2/.4th althcuzh we have
zivan them on our sida a zreat desl of information about
our views towards the sltuatlion !n the Far East, and Cralgle
has, we know, besn keepinz in closa touch with the United
x_.%ates Brbassy in Tokyo. It all seema rather peculiar and
if, in fact, nothing was said beforehand in London, T anm not
suyrs that the Stata Department have not brde n thely promlse
"immediately to discuss the matter further with H.M.G."
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July-27th 1939. [OVER.
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