| from without is

ive In & vest country; X lyve in a

of It at all, we think It

dropped (nto our Japs ke manns |
from

the skies, and nnless we go
a lttle benoath tha surface In
our qbestioning, we may fool that
wa snjoy thia freedom because
wa ars better than other people,
snd therefore more worthy of it.
Indeed, wo may give an imprea-
sion to the world of that compla-
cont self-vighteousness which ls
said to bo one of our most offen-
sive and irritating characteris-

tics,

The truth ia that the vast ma-
jority of our peoples havé forgot-
ton that this freedom was bought
with & great price; that it was
obtalned by the struggles of gen-
orations of {hosa who want be-
fore us, by mental wrestlingy, by
endurance of persecution, by
successive failures and triumphs,
and we haye entered (nto 1
jabors, the Iabors of men far
bottor than ourseives. And If wa
realize thie, how con wa Imagine
that what has been won st such
a price oan be maintalned with-
out effort and at no cost to our-
sefves? Can the lamp by the
light of which our ancestors trod
their upward path still show us
the way unigss ws Xeep it

thoughis na these have beon in
aur minds In EBurops slnce tha
Great War, and (£ thay wers not
in many minds in Amarics, you
would never have called thls
convention before which I
have the honor of speaking.

Questions for the Democracies

Now the quostions which you
are pulting to yourselves are guos-
tions which are being saked in
the great demoecrscles of the
world, and an answer must be
found. Have we fallen short of
our idenlsT What are our ideala?
Ta demooracy safe in the world?
What parils face dergoarncy, with-
in and without? porll today
lain for ths
world to see. In Europs it may
be a challenge to the death, But
porils from within are common to
us all, As 1 said in Toronto only
the other day: ‘Tdess are on the
wing," and ideas may bo a great-

er pordl (o demoorsacy thun the
aword, Only a demooracy healthy
gbody-n in every limb can be

une to that infection. You
and I are probably at aoe In our

fdeals, but our problams are dif-

fersnt, nnd the ditference is due
to cartain pbvious factors, You

Our population

“yory amaoll one,
in an

qulekly than you would,
Urgos Wark for Same Ends

cleariy

thoe less we shall be dllzoud

criticize and adviss each other.

L4t us recopnicte that we hoth

have & great part to play, and get

on éach with ourawn jobath >
each convinced of the warm sym-
pathy of the other, working for
the snme great ends, but not nec-

eazarily oo the same lines, And I

have como over to speak to you
tonlght becauss I wan invited by
n representative b:‘oz of Ameris
cans who wera g enough to:
think that I might say so!

to be of help to you at the pres-
eént tima, And T think I can kelp
thin groat conference best not by
offering advice, for which I am
not qualified and whick, indced,
wonld be an impertinence, but by
telling you something of my own
experiéncs during the yoars when
‘T was called upon to gulde the
(deatinlen of a great demooracy
| throtigh that difficult and eritical
period Immediatoly following the
war,

Diftienlt sa our problems are,
there are many things In com-
mon, and the story may glve you
linea of thou‘ght which may be
useful to you in adapling them to
your own purpose. As the world
is today, great svents in one con-
tinent have their roperoussions in
another; ne one can live out his
e In & walied garden, In a
short address on n subject on
which wolumeés might be written
I may at timea sound didactic:
that you must forgive. It Is the
last thing I wish to be, but T have
not time In which to qualify and
say with sach statament ‘It seems
to me." I speak for no one but
mypeif: my public work ls fin-
Ished,

Now It was quite elear In Bu-
rope that aftor the war we were
in a new world. The men at the
helm of the varlous countries
were malling into uncharted seas,
and mean not free from fog, Text-
books were of no use: history had
to be writlten as we went along.
Jt wan obvious that Industrisl his-
tory would be writton at s apeed
naver approached in its contury-
old evalution. Demooracy itself
and government had fndved be-
come the "‘great adventure.”

‘:Tn!knd Democrasy for 15 Youars
I frled with many others ‘at
oaat to prepare the way for the

oW sge, And I talked to the peo- |
iabout democracy for fiftean

k N
| yenrs Without pause. It was an
Attempt at that education of de-
mocracy, to forward which is now
the object of t nasociations
formed of men from all parties
' on both aldes of the Atlantic. No
student of history can have any
doubt but that damoocracy Ia far
the most difficult form of govarn-
mient thut has ever exiyted. In
a tolalitarian Siste the citizen
nas oply to do = hae is told; he
han not to think, to meke &
choigs; no direct responaibility

look beyond the tmmediste effoot
of particular action on the for. |
tunus of & fayorite politiclan,

A democeat should work for and
be aropnnd to die for his demo-
cratio ideals, as the Naxis and

Communinsts ars for theirs. And
he will never work for it, much
less dle for It, unlesx be Is con-
vinged that democracy Is capable |
of making a country worthy of
hin ideals, and If that democrat
be of British stock, making a
oountry waRhy of his spiritual
ideals, He may not recognize
easily those ideals; he certainly
eannot easily express them, but
the Bible reading of his ancestors
haxs [eft so deep a mark upon him
that suboconsatously ho can nover
embrace o cause that grips his
whole being unless ke feels'in his
bones that it Is morally right.

Bellaving thin, I would always
stross the szpiritual rathsr than
the political foundations of de-
moerney. It Ia a recognltion of
tha dignity of man and of his in-
dividunlity, and that dignity and
individuality are his as & child of
God. There s the unbridgeabls
gulf between the democracy and
the lame that are for the time
belng in control of 20 Iarge a
part of Europe. If that be our
conviction, with: what different
oyos we regard our Work! Each
Individual man becomes a human
soul with his life to live, and you
feol that no work is too hard, no
druodgery too dull, it you can do
your little bit to make your coun-
try & placs In which the environ-
mont will help him to that end,

Differences and honest differ
onoes as to how that ond is to
be nocomplished there will be, but
with ths common purposs there
should ba = desp national unity.
That is & unity of divine purposs,
springing from the poople them-
selves, not imposed, and there-
fore In time of struln infinitely
more binding,

Tho Becogunition of Duty

Peopla thus Inspired will be
more dhap tomecognize thelr
duties. Every free human insti-
tution, {£ it ja to be proserved,
neody ity wateh doge, and no in-
T S ARG pome o

v ant, i the people mu
realize that® thelr responsibility
under a representative system
{s tha cholce of candidates and
the honor of their representa-
tives. And for the maintenance of
that honor thers must be & con-
tinulng interest and unslesping
vigllanee on the part of the olee-

' tors. There should be no higher
honor than to be a reprasanta.
m of the :g;p;l:;&t should be o

timatp object of ambition to.
the best men in’the country, and
the poaition’ of such men should
be respooted by the community.

Are thosa things beyond us? T
have ofton thought many of us.
are apt to underrate tho guelity

of the otdi man, Two things
have impressed themsalves on me
as the result of own experi-
cnce AS N . One In

poople to ses claarly and to make
up their minds quickly and sure

on & oriticel fssue. I have seen it
many times, It doon not surprise |

dlence). probably nome of you
bave read anything I have lll&;

you for golng over some of the
ground I have so often covered at
homae.

Ideas nro on the wing. Sclence
has brought the nations of the
world jostling together and (doas
Jaugh at boundaries, And thore
are ideas so loaded with dynamite
that they may blow systsms that
appear founded on a rock Inte
fragments. 1 need not tell you

| thar such {deas are thase of Hol-

shevism and those propagated by
the Nazis and Fasclsts. No one
can forezee what affect they moy
bave on the future of the world:
how far thay may spread; what
thelr ultimate form tmay be. But
of one thing be clear, they cannot
exist within the same boundaries
asx what you and I understand aa
democtuey, Under such systems
thero may be good things. The
good things ashould be equally
attsinable by us.

Totalltarlan Priceo Too High

But in totalitarian practice the
attainment of what is is
achieved by Tgnying & price we
cannot pay. The trivmph of thess
Ideax is bought by the suppression
of the Hberty of the individual

| human asoul, the very life and

spirit of the ldeas upor which our
conception of democracy 1s based.
The Bolaheviks, whoze original
lsadars were men of great though
narrow intellectunl power saw
Clearly that the greatest obelacle
to the onslavi of the human
will was the Christian faith, made
that faith the objoct of their bit-
tereat attack from the first. Only

by the ellmination of s power
which in the human hoart they
knew to be geeater than thefr
own could they cremts & genern-
tion malleable to their Influsnece,
And It ix a terrible thing that in
the extreme Naxi toaching you
:o:’ this tendency In Germany to-
Now these things may seem far
from us. Hut he would be a bold
man who would say that they nre
not perils without which may he-
coma perils within, Whetber thix
bappenx deponds on ourssives. An
far as my awn country s cons
cernod, I think the worst dunger
from Communist propaganda is
over. I will aay sometliing of that
and then conslder the danger of
the Naxl &d Faselat Mdeologlos,
Evan bafore the war certaln
{dens wall known in Communist
were spreading in
land, It wan balleved by many
that force could win what .
monts would fail to do, » u&
Ind vmn.a‘cm AU ke
P with the hig strike, that




S
n our i
Into those four ‘a2 T have
i

wi

dostiint

anid, were pie
evolution,
s Wo began
af our oid lfe,
that we were In & pew world, and
mondtr was whethar wo‘conld
o4 by orde) on or
Wwhether bw’o lllonrl? m heads
against a stone wall, for our evo-
Jution might prove to have ade
vanced too far beyond our edu-
cation,

It  was obvious. that great
ware at hand in the in<

stem; aa 1 sald bofore,
wo wore in an uncharted ses; we
had no precedent to guide us: no
one knew whither we were going.
The spirit in the country was bit-
ter, and the strain of these four
years had Jeft itz mark on all the
country’s laaders, politicians and
trade union leaders alike,

Need for Chango of Spirit Seen

Many of us felt that what was
wanted was a change of spirit;
that & national unity was essen-
tial—assential to face our probe-
lema at bome and to meat what-
ever might ke in store for us In
that post-war world, And it was
clear to many of us that force
waa no good and that If our coun-
try was to be immune sgainst the
gorma of allon ideas, that could
m be achieved by trying 1o

e our peopls play their part
in making that country one bet-
ter worth living in: by making
life mote tolerable, by Dbetter
housing, botter conditions of
Jabor, and in short, to work In
the spirit that all clssses should
realize the brotherbood of man,
and not In the grudging apirit
that has politieal expedisncy for
ita motive power.

But we had to pass through a
pariod of wery grave industrial
unrest which ctiminsated In tho
now historié general strike. I
had held the view before the war
that & genornl atrike ‘'waa bound
to come, and nfter the war it was
obvious that the grest experiment
zould bo tried lt;'l u:r. first &g:;ren-

nt opportunity. was ng
with an old Houss of Commons
friend of mina & few months ago,
himself a miners' leader In his
own ares, and I was reliaved to
him say that the general
atrilce was Inevitable,

It was (novitable, and I think

peopls than the reaction when
dangor was past. Ths people
whole realized that any geo-
strike i a challénge to their
fresly electad -government,
their political sense showed
them where that might Jead them
the industrial world, both ¢
sides—employera and employsd-—
realized that they had stood for s
moment on the brink of an abyas,
and st the bottom of that sbyss,
was unarchy. And they didnt like'
it, There was much thinking
done. Thera were wild men on
both sides, survivals, I like to

age that is passing

it But the wisdr mun
won, snd after that year, I re-
ced a

fifty years

4

E3el

k

has been such unemployment in
Germany, but that since the Naxis
camae Into power It has dissp-
peared. They resd of great na-
tional Improvements boing car-
ried out Germeny and Italy,
abrorbing vast numbors of unem-
ployed, of waste and unhealthy
Areas boing reclaimed and occu-
pled, and they begin to contrast
what thoy hear and read of these
fore countries with what thoy
find being dons or maybe left un-
dane at home,

If such a state of things arises,
hoist the danger signal. You have
A mass of men ripe to listen to
any ong or anything, And given
the man of genius who can make
the masses bellove that he alone
can make the work they neod If
he bas & free hand—if you got to
that point, you are within sight
of revolution by the Faxoist. You
have {o anawer the question “la

ran

democrncy as sufficiont as fes-
clam?"” and the answer dopends
upon the Jeadors of the poople
and on the peopls themeelves.

The world ‘Ja noL safé for de-
mocracy todny. We sannot melke
our own countries safe for demoe-
racy by lotting thinks slide, nor
onn we educate our peoples by
holding up. our hands in horror
at tho mectiona of totalitarian
States, How a country iz gov-
erned s Its own concern; it is
when the totalltarian country im-
poses or tries to Impose Iis sys-
tem on a people outside its bor-
dors that thelr action then be-
comes the concern of all free
man,

Now when I conalder the com-
position of this great gathering in
New York this weak, I know tbhat
by your very presence hers you
ngow that Kau are all eager to
help in making your demccracy
un examplo to tha world of what
o dsmoeracy should be. You de-
wiro it to be greal, not only in
population mnd in wealth, but in
apirit; . m country In which tho
light of ordered freedom shinca
with n elear white light to which
the lovers of such fréedom may

! look with bope from every corner

of tha world,

You feel this for yoour own folk
as [ do for mine. As the lights
are quenched in one country after
r, there Ia hope in the
world so long ns our Iamps aro
trimmed and thelr rays may be
sten penatrating the gloom, What
A respanaibllity rests on us!

_The Power of Christianlty

Many 6f us, as we got older and
look bask, come to vealize that
the motive foree of Chriatinnity is
the lfo of the Christian. 'We can
think of indlviduals, often in the
humblest walka of life, who by
their lives, all unconsclously, have
strengthenod us, given us pur-
pose, huve made the struggle, the

struggle of life, seam worth
wh And is it not :xﬁu !‘nhtht;
democracy ws would wis
soz? The example of the good
citizon is the preserrving salt. And
‘what might not go forth
uuoo‘mr this great land if
every one of s hers want h:m.r;
to our avocations resolv
mdtbou! To be true

man. And no man s

Mmmommvm-'oz

his fellow men.

And I bellove that many of theee

things of which I have been apeak-

ing are in the minds of many who

perhaps are not ready at finding
words to express them.

1 do not know how it may be
with you, but I am c¢lear that it
In 50 with me. I have addressed
moeetings in England since I was
A young man, and throughout
England and Scotland and Walea
in the Iast twenty years, and I
am not ainguiar in detocting o re-
markable chango in the post-war
audiences, They are not satisfied
with the' kind of stuff to which
they used to lsten years ago.
They are not amused by mere
abuss of the spenker's opponents,
by marcaam, by special pleading
und the tricks aof the o0ld school,
Vast numbers of our eloctorate
are not attached to s party, and
in great muss meetings you get
men and women of all parties
and of none, and the quiet hear-
Ing you get is remarkablo.

I have had interesting confirma-
tion of this from unexpectad quur<
tors. A Lahor friend of mine was
discussing this very subject with
me not long ago. He has been
many years in the House of Com-
mons and he reprosents n strong-
ly Lubor constituency in a wide
Industrial xrea. He said: ‘“People
wouldn't linten today to the stuft
I gave them twenly years ago.
They want solid food.””

There are, of course, and prob-
ably always will be, men who will
piay down to ignorance and preju-
dice, especially at election times
when they got excited but 1o me
there s something profoundly
touching and humbling in a vast
crowd, troabled In its mind and
prepazed (o liaten to what you
huve to say, In the beliaf that you
Will doal wth them honestly and
awith sineority, Porhaps we have

mugh to learn from each other. I

know they have taught me much,
It has conflrmed my faith In my
fellow-countrymen, and my falth
that, given peace, we can make a
better job of democracy than wo
have yet done.

Now I mAy have no other op-
portunity of xpsaking to such an
American audience as I have to-
night, and it 1s a privilege that I
value more than 1 can express to
you in words. I want, therafore,
in my closlng remarks to empha-
size once more a fundamental dif.
faroncsa betwesn our Conatitu-
tions, a difference which In my
view s essential to bear closely In
mind, Let ma first remind you
of & prégnant parngraph of Jameés
Bryce, our one-time Ambassador
to Waahington, who wrote “The
American Commonwealth." “The
American Commonwaealth,"” he
sadd, “is no exception to the rule
that sverything which has power
1o win the obedience and respect
of men must have (ta roots deep
in the past, and that the more
slowly every Institution Thas

wn, 80 much the more endur-
ing is it likely to prove * * ¢
thore is a hearty puritanism in
the view of human nature which
the instrument of 1757,

* * * No men wera less revolu-
tionary in spirit than the haroes
of the American Revolution. They
made & resoclution in the name of
Magna Charta and the Bill of

. Righta'

| and Industrial ecrisls that came

|
|

| the trogedy Is that another war
| would throw back all our efforts

Judge Coolay. 4] i
the judge, “is not so much ‘An
oxample in her liberty sa In the
covenanted and enduring ascu-
ritles which are Intended to pre
vant liberty degenarating into I+
cenge, and to establish a feellng
of trust and repose under n
neficent government, whomss ex-
cellence, xo0 obvious in its free-
dom, is still more conaplcuous in
its careful provision for perform-
ance and stabllity.”

I could not find two more apt
quotations to llustrate what T
want to say. Our common consti
tutional growth was lika the
trunk of a great oak tree, spring-
ing from small beginnings, That
tree has now two great branches
represontad by our two great de.
moeracies. Your Constitution Is
a  written one, safeguarded
against sudden change, more
vigid; ours s unwritten, there-
fore moro flexible and copable of
evolution, and depending on the
wizdom of our people to recognbzs
the difference between evolution
and revolution,

So far, the peolitical Instinet of
our peaple has enabled us to pass
through many troublous times In
the last 180 years, times of swift
changs comprising the opening
and tho dovelopment of what in
ofton called the Industrial Ravo-
lution; to pass through them
without open violence and with
our constitution Intact, cur social
services have broadened out and
developed beyond all knowledge
in the two decades since tho war,

But wa have much to do yet in
dealing with what ia called the
hard case of unsmployment and
the aftermath of that financial

upon us all ton yeara , And
and make further progress Im-
poszible for a gensration. But
much exporiences are n part of our
history. Our Hitle lsland has been
in the danger zone for two thao-
sand years. If war comes, it will
find us =5 a people united us we
have never been before; power-
ful in material resources, and be-
leving in our hearts that on the
{ssue depends ultimately the free-
dom of mankind. In auch A con-
fllct ws must play our part sand
to the and.

You tao have your domestio
problems, in some ways more dit-
ficult than owurs, No time could
be more gpportune for this cons
ference, for thoe meeting together
of mon and women in every walk
of life, putriotic and of good will,
eager to spend thomselves In the
service of their fellow-men. You
have it In your power, by your
example, to lend your peopla, to
inspire them to work for the
jdeals that have nnimated the

Americans th the
nerations of your :
ursge and Falth, Love and

Wisdom, thoss ars what wes all
neod, for in our different ways
and with our differsnt reaponsi-
bilities, wa are moving

Oodtm




