T bave the homour to inform Your
on e statoment whioh had apparently been 1lssued
on the previous day in London by the MHinlstry of
Information in regard to certain passages 1in the
speoch whiilch ho hmade at Elpgston on August 18th,
1938, You will rocollect that in this speeoch, the

-

full text of which was enolosed Iin Sir Ronald
Lindeay's despatoh He.760 of Augult' 2¢th 15838,
fresldent Rocsavelt, when referring to the common
interests of the Tnited “tatese and Cansde &nd the
tios wrich bound them togethor, declared "I give

to you assurance that the pecple of the United
States will not stand 1dly by if dominpat ion of
Canadian soil is threatened by any other Empire”.
2. It would seem, according to the local
pawgpanors, that the Minilstry of Information Lssued
s statement to the offect that "The Nonroe Dootrine
as extended or interpreted by the statement made
lagt yoar at Eingston by President Roosevelt on the
interest of the Unlted States in the preservation
of the intesrity of Canada from Lfnvasion places
Canads in a specisal position®™. To s question on

the subject the Fresident is reported to have

declared/
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beyond its original scope. He went on, after giving an
historical sketoh of the situation at the time when
President Monroe made his famous decleration, to point
out thet this had always been regarded as applyling not
only to the countries in South and Central America which
had revolted and set up their own Independence but also
to those islande or aress on the continent over which
certaln Duropean powers continued to exercise sovereipgnty.
The lMonroe Doctrine, the President pointed out, applied
not only to the American Republice but equally to Britisgh
Honduras, Britlsh, French and Dutech Gulana, the Britigh
and French West Indles and even to the island of St.
Plerre and Miquelon at the mouth of the St.Lawrence.

S The President explalned that European sovereignty
over these places had always been acceptad" becsuse no

dif flculties had ever arigen, but he inferred that should
any ettempt be made now or later on to alter the status quo
or transfer sovereiznty to any other Ruropean power the
United States would reogard this as an infringement of the
Honroe Doctrine.

4. An Enzlish journalist who attended this ress
oconference tells me that 1t was qulite evident that the
Preeident had this question "planted” with one of the
reliable regular White House reporters, and ths inference

drawn/
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by the mandatory application to it of the Neutrality '
Aot

5. I am sending = copy of this despatoh to
the Nigh Commissioner for the United Kingdom in
Canals.
I have the honmour to be,
with the highsest respect,
By Tord,
Your Lordship's most obedlent,
humble servant,

{83D) LOTHIAN.




