e P
with peferesce to my telesrem No.881 of
Getober 5%h, I lave the honour to lanform you tiet

durlio. a comwwersation to-day with the Counselleor of

this Sabascy, Xr. Yoffat referred to the enquiry
which I made of the Secretary of State resarding

the willingness of the Unlted States Covernment,

in the poassible oveat of a rupture of dipluamtie
relations botwoen LHis Majesty's Jovernment and the
Soviet Jovermment, %o undortake tho repreasntation
of British intarests ln Noscow,.

2. iy, Hoffet lolormed iNy. Hallst timt tiw
United States Joveromonl was quite willing, povided
the Soviet Toverament would give ite asoent,

take ovor Ipitieh Lnterests in the Soviet Union

in the event of s ropture of diplomatic relations
betwsen Great Srltain and the Soviet Union. le
stated, bowever, that I! was poselbls Lhwt the Soviet
igvarnment would nof agree Lo the loteroste of ome
goverument in the Sovist lclow 591pg represented by
another moverament. On several cocasions 1 the past
when the American Smbasry in Noscow ked made enguiries
of the Commlissariat for Forelgn Affuirs regarding
the weliare of cltigens of countriss whiloh dad no
diplosatic velatione wit: the Soviel Union (for
lostance lolland), 1t had Boeen Llaformed categorically
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cltizens or interests of a third countsy.
¥r. ¥offat slso pointed out that even if the
Soviet Oovernment should in principle assent to the
representation by the United States Government of
British Interests in the Soviet Unlon, conditions in
that country were such that the Embasay would be
gerionely handloepped in its effort to protect such
interests. The United States Embasey at Moscow at
the present time found it extremely difficult
effectively to protect American citizens and interests
in the Soviet Union, and 1t seemed likely that 1t would
encounter even pgreater difficonlties in representing
the interests of another country.
I 'mve the honour to be,
with the highest respect,
My Loxd,
Your Loyrdship's most obedlent,

humble servant,

(72D) LOTHIAN.




