v 1
at an estimated distar
with a mixed cargo de 2d for British ports. The date
of capture ie understood to have been October 9. '

The City of Flint was taken into the harbor of Tromso
on Octover 21, with a German crew and flying the German i
flag. After remaining two hours to take water, it was !
ordered by the Norwegian Government to depart, which it

d.

The Citv of Flint was taken into the harbor of
Mwrmansk on the evening of October 23.

On October 25 the American Chargé d'Affsires cabled
from Berlin that the Foreign Office at its press conference
sald that the City of Flint wes captured by a Gemaan vessel j
and contraband was found on board, destined for England. -
The Foreign Office then added that 1t was found, howevor,
that the ship was unseaworthy in that it did not have
navigation charts adeguate for bringing the ship into a
German port.

Waen the vessel entered the harbor of Murmansk, ac-
cording to an announcement presumably from the Soviet Govern—
ment through the Tass news agency, "the naval forces at the
port of Murmensk have temporarily held the vessel and in-
terned the German orew."

On October 325 the American Chargé d'Affaires at Berlin
cabled fhat the German Foreign Office, referring to the
seizure of the Qity of Flint, said that "the German authori-
tigg weﬁe communicating with the Soviet authorlities in the
matter,

On the same day (October 25) the Tase agency reported
that "the German crew of the cargo steamer City of Flint has
been releaged from internment by the meritime suthorities of
Murmansk in view of the fact, as has been establighed, that
the vessel was brought into port for repair of her machinery.
The vessel ig meanwhile remaining in Murmansgk for verifica-
vion of the exact composition of her cargo'.

On October 26 the American Chargé dtAffaires cavled
from Berlin quoting a memorandum received that morninz from
the Foreign Office relative to the CQity of Flint and its
orew, which amo cther things stated that '"a prize crew
placed on board (the Qity of Flint) has brought the stezmer
%o the harbor of Murmansk because of sea damage". Wien
transmitting the memorandum an official of the Foreipn Office
stated informally to the Chargé that the Foroign Office had
no details as to the damage which necessitated taking the
ehlp to Murmansk, but he maintained, in response to an in-
quiry, that the term "damage" would cover the case of s ship
lacking charts with which to navigate the waters through
waich she hed to proceed.




want of fuel &nd provisions, or necessity epalds

all other cageg, the neutral is obligated to tntern thoe .
prize crew and restore the vessel %o her former crew. (
i

The conclusion from the roregoing facts and circum-

stances indicates that when the City of Flint entered the
harbor at Murmanglk, any plea relating to tho chart regilre-
monts i? edvanced must have dcen 1gnorea since tho German
crew was interned. A second and entirely differant rzason
for entering Murmansk, nanmely, defzsctive machinery which
called for immediate reyairs, was not advanced until la*er.
A subsequent cable from the American Charge d'Affaircs at
Sorlin, also dated Ootobor %Z6, quoted a statoment of the
Foreign OfTice at i1ts noon press confercnce o the effgel
thut the fact that the Russiang nave freed the Gelman crew
indicates that the Soviet authorities have conilrmed the
viegw of the prize crew that the City of ?lirt wng unse
worthy and it was therofore permissible to take the sh
into a neutral harbor.

Testimony of the Americnn crew as to the full ootz
partaining to the taking of the City of Flint info lMurmansi
is not yct avalladle.

It seems manitest that eoven if it is asaumed thnt the
Gorman crew was proceseding legnlly prior to the entry of
the City of Flint into the harbor of Murmansk, the Enown
factes and cirecumstances aupport the centention of tTho
American Governmeandy: that tne Gorman crew did not at the
time of entry offer any reoasonable or juatifiable grounds
guch as nre prescribed by international law for taking the
vessel into this port, ond that thereforc it was the clear
duty of the Soviet chernmcnt to turn the City of Flint
over to the American orcw. This has been the mojor conten-
vion of the American Government.

In view of the forvegolng facts and circumstinccs, guch
peraon can Jjudgs ror himself the question as to how much
1light is shed on this entire transaction by the action of
the Boviet CGovernment in withholding adeqguate POOpO”ﬂ“iﬁn
with tho American Government with respect to acscabiliag ond
diaclosing to the Americoen Embassy in Moscow the sssentinl
facts portaininz to the landing, the whorcabouts and welfare
of the American crew; by the fact that it was first pﬁlﬂbci
by the German authoritics that the need for chearts was tne
ground for bringing the vesscl into port; and by the fuet
thoat later this ground sccms to have been abnnderied and o neow
giround or theory relating to defective machinery was set up.




