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THE CITY OF FLINT 

The C i t y o f F l i n t cap tured by a German c r u i s e r 
a t an e s t i m a t e d d i s t a n c e o f some 1250 m i l e s from New York , 
w i th a mixed cargo d e s t i n e d f o r B r i t i s h p o r t s . The date 
o f cap ture i s u n d e r s t o o d t o have "been October 9 . 

The C i t v of F l i n t was t a k e n i n t o t h e harbor of Tromso 
on October 21, w i t h a German crew and f l y i n g t h e German 
f l a g . A f t e r remain ing two hours t o take wa ter , i t was 
o rdered by the Norwegian Government t o depar t , which i t 
d i d . 

The C i t y o f F l i n t was t a k e n i n t o t h e harbor o f 
Murmansk on t h e even ing o f October 23. 

On October 25 t h e American Charge d 1 A f f a i r e s cab l ed 
from B e r l i n t h a t t h e Fore ign O f f i c e a t i t s p r e s s con ference 
s a i d tha t t h e C i t y o f F l i n t was captured by a German v e s s e l 
and contraband was found on boar (it, d e s t i n e d f o r England. 
The F o r e i g n O f f i c e then added t h a t i t was found , however, 
t h a t t h e s h i p was unseaworthy i n t h a t i t d i d not have 
n a v i g a t i o n c h a r t s adequate f o r b r i n g i n g t h e s h i p i n t o a 
German p o r t . 

When t h e v e s s e l en te red t h e harbor of Murmansk, a c ­
c o r d i n g t o a n announcement presumably f rom t h e Sov ie t Govern­
ment through t h e Tass news agency, "the n a v a l f o r c e s a t the 
por t of Murmansk have t e m p o r a r i l y h e l d t h e v e s s e l and i n ­
t e r n e d t h e German c r e w . " 

On October 25 t h e American Chargl d 1 A f f a i r e s a t B e r l i n 
cab l ed t h a t t h e German F o r e i g n O f f i c e , r e f e r r i n g t o t h e 
s e i z u r e o f t h e C i t v of F l i n t r s a i d tha t " the German a u t h o r i ­
t i e s were communicating w i th t h e Sov ie t a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e 
m a t t e r . » 

On the same day (October 25) t h e T a s s agency r e p o r t e d 
t h a t "the German crew of t h e cargo steamer C i t y o f F l i n t has 
been r e l e a s e d from internment by t h e mar i t ime a u t h o r i t i e s of 
Murmansk i n v iew o f t h e f a c t , a s has been e s t a b l i s h e d , t h a t 
the v e s s e l was brought i n t o por t f o r r e p a i r o f her machinery . 
The v e s s e l i s meanwhile remain ing i n Murmansk f o r v e r i f i c a ­
t i o n o f t h e exact compos i t i on o f h e r c a r g o " . 

On October 26 t h e American Chargl d 1 A f f a i r e s cab l ed 
from B e r l i n q u o t i n g a memorandum r e c e i v e d t h a t morning from 
t h e Fore ign O f f i c e r e l a t i v e t o the C i t v o f F l i n t and i t s 
crew, which among o ther t h i n g s s t a t e d t h a t "a p r i z e crew 
p l a c e d on b o a r d ( the C i t v of F l i n t ) has brought t h e steamer 
t o t h e harbor of Murmansk because of sea damage". When 
t r a n s m i t t i n g t h e memorandum an o f f i c i a l o f t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e 
s t a t e d i n f o r m a l l y t o the Charge t h a t t h e Fore ign O f f i c e had 
no d e t a i l s a s t o t h e damage which n e c e s s i t a t e d t a k i n g t h e 
s h i p t o Murmansk, but he ma in ta ined , i n response t o an i n ­
q u i r y , t h a t t h e term "damage" would cover t h e case o f a s h i p 
l a c k i n g c h a r t s w i t h which t o n a v i g a t e t h e waters througjh 
which she had t o proceed . 



For some reason as yet unexplained the German cre*v 
was interned in sp i te of the f a c t that according to the 
German a u t h o r i t i e s they were without charts and had put 
i n to Murmansk because they could not proceed to a German 
por t without charts . Later they were released seemingly 
under a p lea that the i r entry i n to Murmansk was required 
f o r necessary repa i rs to de fec t i ve machinery. 

A p r i z e crew may take a captured ship i n to a neutral 
port without internment only in ease of s tress of weather, 
want of f u e l and p rov i s i ons , or necess i ty of repa i r s . In 
a l l other cases, the neutra l i s ob l igated to intern the 
p r i z e crow and res tore the vesse l to her former crew. 

The conclusion from the foregoing f ac t s and circum­
stances ind ica tes that when the Ci ty of F l i n t entered the 
harbor at Murmansk, any p lea r e l a t i n g to the chart requ i re ­
ments i f advanced must have been ignored since the German 
crew was interned. A second and en t i re l y d i f f e r e n t reason 
f o r enter ing Murmansk, namely, de fec t i ve machinery which 
c a l l e d f o r immediate repa i r s , was not advanced u n t i l l a t e r . 
A subsequent cable from the American Charge' d1 A f f a i r e s at 
Ber l in , a l so dated October 26, quoted a statement of the 
Foreign Of f i ce at i t s noon press conference to the e f f ec t 
that the f a c t that the Russians have freed the German crew 
ind i ca tes that the Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s have confirmed the 
view of the p r i z e crew that the CIty of F l i n t was unsoa-
worthy and i t was therefore permiss ib le to take the ship 
i n to a neutra l harbor. 

Testimony of the American crew as to the f u l l f a c t s 
per ta in ing to the taking of the Ci ty of F l i n t i n to Murmansk 
i s not yet a v a i l a b l e . 

I t seems manifest that even i f i t i s assumed that the 
German crew was proceeding l e g a l l y p r i o r to the entry of 
t'h'e City of F l i n t i n to the harbor of Murmansk, the known 
f a c t s and circumstances support the contention of the 
American Government that the German crew did not at the 
time of entry o f f e r any reasonable or j u s t i f i a b l e grounds 
such as are prescr ibed by in terna t iona l law f o r taking the 
vesse l in to t h i s p o r t , and that therefore i t was the c lear 
duty of the Soviet Government to turn the City of F l i n t 
over to the American crew. This has been the major conten­
t ion of the American Government. 

In view of the foregoing f a c t s and circumstances, e-̂ ch 
person can judge f o r himself the question as to how much 
l i g h t i s shed on t h i s en t i re transact ion by the act ion of 
the Soviet Government in withholding adequate cooperation 
with the American Government with respect to assembling and 
d i s c l o s ing to the American Embassy in Moscow the essent ia l 
f a c t s per ta in ing to the landing, the whereabouts and v/elfar 
of the American crew; by the f a c t that i t was f i r s t a l leged 
by the German a u t h o r i t i e s that the need f o r charts was the 
ground f o r br inging the vesse l i n to por t ; and by the f ac t 
that l a t e r t h i s ground sooms to have been abandoned and a n 
ground or theory r e l a t i n g to de fec t ive machinery was set up 


