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The Honoureble,

The attention of His Majesty's Government
in the United Kingdom has been drawn to various
allegations published in this country regarding the
circumstances in which the British steamship "Athenia"
was sunk on September 3rd last, and in particular to

a statement made by Mr, Guatav Anderson of Evanston,
Illinols, and printed in the "New York Times" of
Octobor 23rd, In this statemoent Mr. Anderson alleged
that as a result of his conversations with the Chief
0fficer of the "Athenia", Mr, B, M, Copland, he had
reason to bellove that the ship's cargo included a
certain number of guns and that it was Intended to

£1t the ahlip out as a ralder on the return journey and
that for this purpose her decks had been strengthened,
Mr, Anderson furthermore implied in his statement

that the "Athenia" had finally been sunk by gunfire
from one of His Majeaty's ships to prevent her becoming
a danger to navigation,

I have been instructed by lis Majenty's
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to
convey to you on behalf of His Majeaty's Government in
the United Kingdom, a formal sasurance that the 3, S.
"Athenia”, on the voysge in the course of which she

was sunk, carried no guns, munitions of war or explosives,

either/

Cordell Hull,

Secretary of State for the Unlted States,

"
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the "Athenia” was nelther armed nor stiffened to
recoive armamont of any kind, and 1t wes not intended
to use the vessel as an armed ralder, armed merchant
eruiser or in any other offenzive capacity at the end
of the voyage on which she wes sunk, The "Athenia"

was not suank by contact with a Sritiash mine, by =
British submarine, by gunfire from one of Mis Majesty's
ships or by internal explosion; according to the evie
dence in the possesalon of His lajesty's Covernment she
was sunk by € submarine,

I am furthermwre Instructed Yo inform you
that Chief O0fficer Copland has cworn in an affidavit
that ho never dlscussed with o, Gustav Anderson the
questlion whethe» or not cthers were guna on board the
“Athenta", #r, Copland's alfflduvit also contains a
sworn stetement that shsre were in point of faet no
guns or other munitlons ocsr-ied as cnrgo in the ship
on the voyage in quesilon,

I have tho honour to be,

dith the higheat consideration,

Sir,
Zour most obedient,

huhle servang,

(50D) LOTHIAN



