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The Right Honourable
The Viscount Helifex, K. G.,

etCe, etCe, etlce

I have the honour to inform Your
Lordship thst the cese of the United States

merchant ship “City of Flint" which was seized
by the German battleship “Deutechland" while
en route from this country to the United Kyngdom

and sent in charge of & German prize crew first

to Tromso and subseguently to Murmansk, has attracted

conglderable attention here, Copies of press
releases issued by the United States Maritime
Commieaion, the owners of vhe vessel, glving
particulars of the incident, details of the ship's
cargo and the names of the Ame rican crew are
enclosed herein.

2e The British Library of Information will
have fully reported fully on the reactions of the
newspapers and public opinion to the affair and I
will therefore in thie despatch merely report on
the action taken by the United States Government
in the matter so far as is at present known. The
Stete Depertment's fipet action was to instruct
the United States representatives in Berlin, Moscow
and Oslo to ascertaln the actual facts of the case,
and in the intervsl both the President and the
Secretary of Stgate, when questioned at their press
conferences, declined to discusa the matter in
detail, though both implied that the United States
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thet she had been taken to Murmansk because of the
dasmages which rendered her unseawo rthy. A copy

of a State Department press relesce giving the substance
of the Cerman Govermment's reply is enclosed herein,
3e Heving confirmed the facts cf the case, the
Stete Deportment then, it would seem, instructed the
United Stetes Amdassador in Moscow to demend the ship's
relezsse by the Soviet suthorities. To Jjudge by the
newspaper reports, the Sgate Departme nt based this
claeim on the principle established in the case of the
"Appam™ in 1916 that a neutral port camnot be used

ae & haven ‘of refuge for prizes. That the United
Stetes suthorities considered this the correct
argrvment is borne out by s conversation which a member
of my staff had. yesterday et the State Department.
When it was suggested that there might be another
gide to the argument and that it might be contended
that according to article 23 of tne Hague Convention
XIII of 1907 - which article however the Upited

States do not accept = nsutrals might allow prizes

to enter their ports and remain there pending a
decision of the Prize Court of the captor, the
official et the Stete Department professed never

to have heard of thia argument,

4o It has now been announced that the "City

of Plint"™ has left N¥urmansk, having been required to
leave by the Soviet authorities after they had
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‘1 be satisfied with this situstion or whetier w
: insist that the Soviet Govermnment should have md A ‘
the pPrize crew end released the vessel unconditionally.
I have the honour to be,
) with the highest respect,
iy Lord,
’ Your Lordship's mo#t obediert,
humble eervant,
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