American stoamablp City of Flint,.
reparied An taken to the Ruslan
port of Murmansk by a German

by a Nazi warcratt. Buch a request
would teat the statun of Soviet neu-
trality.

President Roossvelt expreseed the
hope at his press conference that
the vomsal would be recoversd.

prite crew after having boon selzed |

. The German
intention of the vesscl to remain in
ot untll further notics.  The
] States Suprems Court ruled
that the ship and her crew must be
veluned After the British ablpping

manding thiz. In its ruling, the
Supreme Court anid:

I¢ s familiar International law
that the usual course after the cap-
ture of the Appam would have been
to take her Into a German port,
where s prize tourt of that netion

Menanwhila, the govornment gought
full information from Moscow snd
Barlin as to the seizure of the ves
wal and final action was withhald
ponding itx resaipt.

Immediate efforts wera helng
made to oblain the releass of the
Amaerican orfew of forty.ane, over
the wheraabouts of whom Sscretary
of State Cordell Hull ¢xpresacd deop
concern.

Mr. Hull tock the view in his
prese confersnce that all indiea-
tions polnted to &' “'prizy court no-
Hon In which the German Govern-
mant would attempt to obtain final
possession Of the United Stutes Goy-
ernmeant-owned. ship on the ground
““hat sho carried more than 50 per
. wnot contraband. Hs noted, coin-

(eidentally, that the British Govern-

ymont,
American morchant ships since the
war started, had not made any such
move,

Ship on Lawful Voyage

Earller In the day, Staphen T,
Early, White Houne secretary, made
clear that the City of Flint was on
A porfactiy logal snd Inwiul voyags
under oxisting American laws. He
sdded that, under the neuteality

although it had ssarched | baassdo

‘worded as to let Ametican diplo-

legialstion requested Ly the Admine
istration and now pending before
Congress, the ship could not have
salled on her (l-fated voymge for &
belligerent port,

Secretary Hull emphasized that
ordinarily a balligetent selxing a
vasssl with contrabiind would taie
the prizs into its own port. Bat on
the basis of the official Saviet News
Agency report handed to Ambasan-
dor Lauronce A. Stsinhard: this

| might have adjudicated her status,

and, if it so detarmined, condemned
the vessel a3 & prize of war. Instaad
of thut, the vesnsl was taken nelther
to a German port, nor to the near-
est port zmcoesibly of & neutral
power, but was ocdered to and did
procesd over a distance of more
than 3,000 miles, with a view to
laying up tha captured ship In some
Amarigan port,”

Envoy Secks More Facts
The City of Fint was first taken
into tha port of Tromsoco, Norway,
by the German prize crew after her
capturel ast Friday, according to &
roport Inst night by the Maritima
Commission. Subseguently she must
have been tranaforred to BSoviet

Roosevelt sald that Am-

My
Prealdent
¢

ing to ancertain all the faots in the
onse, but that as yet tha Soviet
govarnmant itaeif did not have full
Information on the matter, Ssecre-
tary Hull had said sarlier that cables
sent to American representatives in
Mascow and Herlin had bsen so

know what thelr ne
wero, althotizh thése inatructions
were, primarily, to get the full offl-
clnl facts

A Sovidt refusal to return the
Oity of Flint might Jead this cotn-

mote

formad the State Department ot the

concern involved brought sult des|

Steinhardt was attewmpt-|

¥y and .
ahipm, r Hull
Joeed that the Blaok :
bad complained to the Hiata
Dapartmant of le . delay In
British two of thele
vessols and that the Moore-McCor-
mack Bhipping Compnny alse had
two of its vessals keld in port for
A petind, ;

Inspoction Armangemonts Made
Tho Seoretary of State noted that
arrangomonts had been mada be-
tween the Britivh Oovernment and
Amatican shippers to facilitils ine
apeaction of American vessals Spo-

nct:l’y the Britiuh had designated
seveoral ports to which
whips can g.tor Inapection of their
urfnu said that, while all
bali have an equal oppos-
tunity to work out such arrange-
monta, all of tham hays not equal
abiity to executs them. Apparently
he was niferring to the lmited
strength of the Qerman Navy.

Mr, Hull was asked whether
thera ‘were any apecial glteume
sances In the Flint case that
wotlld lead & government agancy to
put out m report of the seizure of
an American veasal by Germany
when not one had been fastied
{about Britisll ssigitrex. The Marl-
| timo Commiszsion lasued an official
 statement on the Flint seizure yes-
terday.

The Secretary replied that Amers
lean ahlppers and the Britlsh Gov- |
ernment  have setfled matters bo- |
twean themsoelves wi t any com-
plaint being made, In answer to an-
other question as o ‘whethar any
complninis had been made in the
Piint cnse, he snid that thoy had
x:‘:, excapt for public requasts for

Askod whether the Black Dla-
mond Line ¢omplaints aliout Grant
Britain's holding af Amerionn ves-

had evor boen publie, he |

try to ask the USSR for & rs
statement of its position In the war,
Al unsatistactory nnswer, coupled
with & fallrue to return. the ship,
cotild be uaed ax a bazis for
ing Rusrin as a belligerent, it was
Iseld o some Informed quartars. |

Tha Secrefary of State relterated
saveral timos his dasive to know the
wherenbouta of {lie American crow
of the City of Fiint and expreased
hia desire, in this connsction, to ob-
taln thelr ascount of what had oc-

| curred, Ttwan ballevad that definite

morning by Soviet Premler Com= [ropresentations In this connection
minsar of Forelgn Affairs Vyaches- | had beon mads In Moscow,

Iott Molotoft, it appoared that s naw
mwu‘ Inatalled on :: 'um!
Flint and a different flag p

&"iﬂ; This, Mr. Hull said,
seemed to point to use of farce all
wv.n&%m-_- court pro-

answered maraly that they ware In
the pross for some weoks and uutl
the question of uommmum voy=-
ages of thoso veansls had boan tak-
’ocupwﬂhlholtmmx DaAsy.
He stressed that th

“It em the necosal
thlnk, a:ﬁﬁfﬂ the pressnt

Yot

trality Bill to institute sonie
trol over shipping.' LY
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