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crew were all on board
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xamining the cargo though éxabbii?
why they were dolng so was not clear to the S, D,

authorities were now e

Mr. Hickerson did not volunteer any information
about the action which the S, D, had taken or were
contemplating btaking vis-a-vis the Russian or the German
Governments Iin the matter though he expressed his
fairly confident opinion that he thought that in the end
the Russlans would agree to release the vesszel.

From the way in which Mr, Hickerson spoke
it seemed clear that the S, D. were taking the line =
followsd in the "Appam" case = that prizes could not
bé admlttsd into neutral ports for longer than 24 hours
unless they were not seasworthy. I sald to him that I
understood that there was another slde to the legal case
and that under ons of the Hague Conventionsa 1t had been
laid down that prizes could bs lodged in neutral ports
pending a decision of the prize court of the captor,

Mr. Hickerson profossed‘Pever to have heard of thia/
which seemed rathsr odd,

The B,L.I, will no doubt have reported on the
newspaper reactions to the seizure of the "City of Fiint"
and unlenss and untll we c¢can get & more definite
indication of the views of the S, D. in the matter there

i{s not much that we can usefully say to the P, O, from
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