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fﬁﬁé Denartment has received frecuent inquiries a

‘Since the enactment of the N@utrality Aot

whether authorization could be obtalned to make fly-away

deliveries of military aircraft purchased by belligerent

countries. The following statement is iscsued with a view
to clarifylng the position belng taken by the Department

on this gquestion:

Section 6(a) of the Air Commerce Act of 1926, as
amended, contains the following provisions: "Alrcraft a
vart of the armed Torces of any forelign natlion shall not
be navigated in the United States, including the Canal
Zone, except in accordance with an authorization granted
by the Secratary of State". The authorization referred
to in this provision of law 1s not Leilng granted for
military alrcraf't purchased by belliperents since it would
appear to be incongistent with the neutral obligations of
the United States to permit such aircraft to be Tlown
within or from the territory of the United States, For
the foregoing purposes, the following will be treated
a8 military alrcraft:

(1) All aircraft in Category III of the
President's Proclamation of May 1, 1837, and

(2) Aircraft in Category V of the Presi-
dent's Proclamation of May 1, 1937, purchased
by or destined Tor the armed orces of a Torelgn
nation.

It should be pointed out that the above is not

applicable while the legal title to the alreraft in
question remains with a citizen of the United States,

it
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