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NORTH STAR'S VISIT—PIT CAIRN ISLAND 

The Executive Committee o f the Antarc t ic Service announced today that the 

United S ta tes Motor Ship NORTH STAR v i s i t e d P i t c a i r n I s land on December 14 and r e ­

ported that the two hundred inhabitants o f l one ly P i t c a i r n I s land driven by the 

second World War to p r im i t i ve means o f subsistence are su f f e r i ng from f o o t shortage 

and lack o f medical a t t e n t i o n - The p l igh t o f the ia landers , many o f whom are d i r e c t 

descendants o f nine mutineers from the i l l - f a t e d H.M.S. BOUNTY, was d isc losed today 

when the NORTH STAR, f l a g s h i p of the united Sta tes Antarc t ic Expedi t ion , landed 

shore p a r t i e s on the South Sea I s l e , The NORTH STAR, commanded by Captain I sale 

Lystad, I s carrying Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, Commanding O f f i c e r , and f o r t y -

four members o f the United States Antarc t ic Serv ice to A n t a r c t i c a . 

The i s landers were found in no danger of s tarvat ion but sore ly in need o f 

f l o u r , sugar, l a r d , potatoes, matches and medical suppl ies o f a l l k inds . Those 

boarding the vesse l were v i r t u a l l y in rags.- Curtailment o f regular sh ip serv ice 

to the i s land as a r e s u l t o f h o s t i l i t i e s i n Europe, explained Chief Magistrate 

Richard E. Chr i s t i an , had deprived the community o f i t s so l e l i v e l i h o o d — t r a d i n g 

o f f r u i t s and produce to passing vessels* 

Breakdown of the i s l a n d ' s on ly radio t ransmit ter , Chr i s t i an added, had made 

i t impossible to advise B r i t i s h au thor i t i e s o f t h e i r p l i g h t . The magistrate asked 

that the exped i t i on ' s rad io be used to communicate with the B r i t i s h High Gommis-..* 

s ioner at Bfcva, F i j i * 

Following a survey of condi t ions i n the v i l l a g e , Admiral Byrd and Captain 

Lystad ordered immediate issuance of such emergency suppl ies as could be spared. 

By agreement the suppl ies w i l l be.replaced i n New Zealand when the ship docks 

about December 25. The l i s t included 4,000 pounds o f f l o u r , 3,700 pounds of 

sugar, 10 crates o f potatoes, 10 gross of matches, 10 cases o f l a rd , and 55 ga l l ons 

o f gaso l ine f o r the i s l a n d ' s radio power plant* 
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The expedition's medical o f f icers , Drs. Russell G. Frazer and Alfred D. 

Geyer spent a busy day. Each treated between f i f teen and twenty patients for 

•ilments ranging from cuts and toothaches to diseases in advanced stages. The 

island i s without medical off icer or dentist, Departure of the NORTH STAR was 

ime for preparation of badly needed medicines. Additional assist 
tance was given the islanders by Chief Machinist Vernon D. Boyd, First Assistant 

Engineer Thomas E. Holland, and Radio Operators Felix Ferranto and W. R. Giles. 

While Giles and Ferranto overhauled the island's radio receiver, Boyd and Hollan< 

repaired the community's disabled generator. The radio transmitter already i s 

undergoing repa Panama. 
' itcairn, Christian informed Admiral Byrd, was the 

twenty-five minutes. The 

emphasized that no criticism of 

blame \ 

* * * * * * * 


