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We refer to your: Idim ér !Mor sm. F.594. :«m -l

) The hardships placed on British vessels by the dtlorﬁl%nlﬁdﬂi
% ! Section 2 C, of the !lcutranty Act have not yet been alleviated.
gL In fact, tho continuous change in Governmental requirements have
sl been more exacting. No changes or amendments to the Act can be
Ka made until Congress convenes in January., Various committees of the
s British Ministry Shipping, Conferences, etc. have approached the

f{F officials at Washington and have also complained to the Collectors
s of Customs.at various ports, without result.

s There is an apparent difference in opinion as to the

f= enforcement of Section 2C. The Administration in Vashington has
r placed the burden of securing proper affidavits, etec., on the

Collectors of Customs at the various ports and due to the constant

4 changes of rulings and opinions, the form of affidavit required has
1= been constantly revised. The latest form now required has made it
o very difficult for many of the Shippers as now title must be

b, transferred before affidavit can be signed, whereas the previous

3 forms of affidavit provided that title would be transferred before
the vessel sailed. In many instances, the shippers arc unable to
selgn the present affidavit form as the transfer of title does not
take place until after the cargo is delivered and they negotiate
their bills of lading through the bank, In order for us to secure
this cargo, it is necessary for us to take delivery without the
necessary affidavits being filed and depend on the shipper to give u
the required affidavits after they have negotiated their bills of
lading.

You will appreciate there is an element of risk in doing thie Jh
and that it may be that it may result in some delay possibly as much |
as twenty-four hours in obtaining clearance of vessel after leading
of vessel has been completed., Should the shipper, through some
unforeseen circumstances, or change in conditions be unsable to file
the necessary arfidavits, it might be necessary to locate the cargo
and discharge it from the vessel or purchase it, the same as wasdnna
on the "ARMADALE",.

>

- ST ——— —

Up to the present time, we have been able to influence most
shippers to continue with us and have given themevery possible
assistance to overcome the handicap but the requirements of making
transfer of title affidavits by shippers in forwarding by British
vessels pute & considérable amount of work on them and you will .
appreciate our difficulties in securing their continued patronage, 1)
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' Ve agm that the, eatabliphing of a Oloar,tng House or the
purchasing of the cargo would be impracticel, with an e ption

-~ of u minimum of :I.tems aueh as. we arrangod on the m.v. ALE" ,

. We were very pleaaed that we were able to ari'angb Vvith
shippers to file the necessary affidavits with the on
" the "ARMADALE", ‘without disecharging any of the cargo vhich had
'been l-oaded. 2N ‘

The form of aﬁ’idav:lts whiqh the Customs reqnire on 'bondod
cargo in transit from Canada, i8 not as exacting as carge
originating in the United States and only in isolated cases
" ‘have we had any difficulty in getting the Forwarding Agents
in New York to file the necessary arfidavita, We do not
look forward to much. difficulty in this connection unless the
Customs-again change the present bonded cargo form of atﬁdavits.

e shall a.o.«everything possi‘ble in ohr efforts to secure
prompt clearance of future vessels and are trying in every way to
meke it as convenieant as we ean for the shippere to continue to
use Brdtish veseels,:

Yours very truly,
 AMERICAN & AUSTRALIAN STEAMSHIP LINE
NORTON LILLEY & COMPANY
per l{uoe JAger.

New York Agents.,




