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On May 28, 1938 the Secretary o f S ta te addressed a 

note to the then Canadian Min i s te r in Washington t r a n s m i t 

t i n g an in formal and t e n t a t i v e d r a f t o f a proposed general 

t r e a t y dea l i ng with the u t i l i z a t i o n o f the Great Lakes -

S t . Lawrence Bas in , On December 26, 1939 Mr. Lor lng 

C h r i s t i e , the Canadian M i n i s t e r in Washington, t ransmi t ted 

a proposa l to the Secretary o f State tha t a meeting be 

h e l d in Ottawa between members of the p u b l i c se rv i ces 

o f the two coun t r i e s for informal- d i s cuss i ons to c l a r i f y 

a number of quest ions of d e t a i l p re l iminary to a cons idera -

t i o n of the broader quest ions of p o l i c y invo l ved . This 

i n v i t a t i o n has been accepted and the f o l l o w i n g o f f i c i a l s 

w i l l leave Washington on Saturday, January 6, to take part 

in the suggested d i s c u s s i o n s : 

The Honorable 
Adol f A. Ber le , 

A s s i s t a n t Secretary of S ta te ; 
The Honorable 

Leland Olds , 
Chairman, Federal Power Conmisslon; 

Mr. John D. Hickerson, 
A s s i s t a n t Ch ie f , European D i v i s i o n , 

Department of S ta te . 


