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the 28th July, 1939, and to connected m
pondence regarding the denunciation of the
United States-Japanese Commercial Treaty, I
have the honour to tranamit herewlth coples
o€a long letter which MNr, Henry L. Stimson,
former United States Seoretary of State,
addressed on the 10th January to the "lNew York
Times", proposing (1) a "moral embargo" on the
export of iron ore, scrap iron and aviation
spirit to Japan, and (11) passage of legisla-
tion, such as has already Dbeen introduced into
Congress, to prohibit the expart to Japan "of
erng, munitions and the raw materials out of
which arms are made". Such action, in
Er, Stimson's view, would redound both te the
mor al credit and to the material advantage of
the United States.

2, Commenting on Mr, Stimson's letter

the "New York Times" accepted the maral argument
but/
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integrity of China?" These questions brought
_ the "New York Times" a quantity of 'iaﬁthga; some
s of which took the view that an action which was
morally right should be taken regardless of the
il attitude of cthers or of the material advantage

uﬁlz] or disadvantage which it might bring. In a
L second editorial the "New York Times" cautlously
. rejoined that, all the same, "to impose a

_, unilateral embarge on a nation with which we are

e A at peace is a very grave step indeed. On moral

as well as on practical grounds we have every

B reason to wish to be as certain as we possibly
llj can be, before taking such a step, that its con-

;.?,.\: ! sequences will be beneficial"”.

- J', i 3. Valter Lippmann, the columnist,

Tl writing on the same day, expressly accepted

Mr., Stimson's moral judgment of the Japanese
aggression and his "conception of the political
i Fsponsibilities of the United States” but

; argued that this is not the proper time for
Congress,/




dﬂbnngo, the danger is that Jtpwu,
the fact that the United States does not wish

to go to war, is not really prepared to go to

war, and, in view of the Huropean situation,
ought not te go to war, will be driven by
resentment and necessity to commit new aggressions
in the belief that it is safe to do so”., The
proper course, in Lippmann's view, is to devise
ways and means to reduce the arms traffic
"without defying Japaneso opinion in such a way
that any Japanese Government would have to make
an equally spectacular reply", and concurrently
to "explore by negotiation the problem of a
general settlement in the Far Rast" while keeping

[,

Chinese resistance going with a loan to China
until the end of the war in ¥urope.
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Kingdom at Ottawa.

I have the honour to be,
with the highest respect,

My Lord,
Your Lorddhtp'a most obedient, |
humble servant,

(S6D) LOTHIAN



