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BRITISH iSMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON, D .C . , 

J a n u a r y 1 7 t h , 1 9 4 0 . 

Wo. 62 

My L o r d , 

With r e f e r e n c e t o my despa tch 

(ftf/ffa' 1 3 1 2 o f the 2 0 t h N o v e m b e r , 1 9 3 9 , t o 

\3dX^7jvj S i r R o n a l d L i n d s a y ' s d e s p a t c h N o , 8 3 1 o f 

t h e 2 8 t h J u l y , 1 9 3 9 , and t o c o n n e c t e d c o r r e s ­

p o n d e n c e r e g a r d i n g t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n o f t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s - J a p a n e s e C o m m e r c i a l T r e a t y , I 

h a v e t h e h o n o u r t o t r a n s m i t h e r e w i t h c o p i e s 

oT a l o n g l e t t e r w h i c h H r . Henry X*. S t i r a s o n , 

f o r m e r U n i t e d s t a t e s S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , 

a d d r e s s e d on t h e 1 0 t h J a n u a r y t o t h e "Mew Y o r k 

T i m e s " , p r o p o s i n g ( i ) a " m o r a l e m b a r g o " on t h e 

e x p o r t o f i r o n o r e , s c r a p i r o n a n d a v i a t i o n 

s p i r i t t o J a p a n , a n d ( 1 1 ) p a s s a g e o f l e g i s l a ­

t i o n , s u c h a s h a s a l r e a d y b e e n i n t r o d u c e d i n t o 

C o n g r e s s , t o p r o h i b i t t h o e x p e r t t o J a p a n " o f 

a r m s , m u n i t i o n s a n d t h e r a w m a t e r i a l s o u t o f 

w h i c h a rms a r e m a d e " , buch a c t i o n , i n 

H r . S t i m s o n ' s v i o w , w o u l d r e d o u n d b o t h t o t h e 

mor a l c r e d i t a n d t o t h o m a t e r i a l a d v a n t a g e o f 

t h e U n i t e d s t a t e s . 

2 . Comment ing on Mr . S t i m s o n ' s l e t t e r 

t h e "New Y o r k T i m e s " a c c e p t e d t h e m o r a l a r g u m e n t 

b u t / 

T h e R i g h t H o n o u r a b l e 

T h e V i s c o u n t h a l i f a x , K . G . , 

e t c . , e t c . , e t c . , 

CB:ACEM:EK INK 



but had doubts about the material I n t e r e s t . 

"Can we be c e r t a i n " , i t asked, " that the 

imposition of an American embargo would not 

mean morely a d i vers ion of Japanese war orders 

to other markets? V.'ould an American embargo 

have the moral support of the other nations 

which are s ignator ies with us to the Nine-Power 

Treaty for the preservat ion of the t e r r i t o r i a l 

i n t e g r i t y of China?" These questions brought 

the "New York Times" a quantity of l e t t e r s some 

of which took the view that an act ion which was 

morally r ight should be taken regardless of the 

a t t i t u d e o f others or o f the material advantage 

or disadvantage which i t might b r ing . In a 

second e d i t o r i a l the "New York Times" caut iously 

re jo ined t h a t , a l l the same, " to Impose a 

un i l a t e ra l embargo on a nation with which we are 

at peace 13 a very grave step indeed. On moral 

as we l l as on p r a c t i c a l grounds we have every 

reason to wish to be as cer ta in as we poss ib ly 

can be, before taking such a s tep , that i t s con­

sequences w i l l be b e n e f i c i a l " . 

3 . a l t e r Lippraann, the columnist, 

wr i t ing on the same day, express ly accepted 

Mr. gtlrnaon's moral judgment of the Japanese 

aggression and h i s "conception o f the p o l i t i c a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the United States" but 

argued that t h i s i s not the prope:* time for 

Congress/ 
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Congress to exercise i t s right to Impose an 

embargo. He quotes Hr. Stimson's view that 
"the very last t h ing which the Japanese 
Government des i res i s a war with the United 

S t a t e s " , and th inks i t may he c o r r e c t , "Bu t " , 

he cont inues , " the danger i s not tha t Japan 

w i l l dec lare war i f Congress imposes an 
embargo; the danger i s that Japan, r e l y i n g upon 

the f a c t tha t the United States does not wish 
to go t o war, i s not r e a l l y prepared t o go to 
war, and, i n view of the ivuropean s i t u a t i o n , 
ought not t o go t o war, w i l l be dr iven by 

resentment and necess i t y to commit new aggressions 

in the b e l i e f that i t i s sa fe to do so ! ! . rfhe 
proper course, i n Lippraann's view, i s to dev i se 

ways and means t o reduce the arms t r a f f i c 
"without de fy ing Japanese opin ion i n such a way 

tha t any Japanese Government v;ould have to make 
an equa l l y spectacular r e p l y " , and concurrent ly 

t o ' 'explore by nego t i a t i on the problem of a 

general sett lement i n the Par "'last" whi le keeping 

Chinese res i s tance i;oing with a loan t o China 
u n t i l the end of the war i n I3urope. 

t o His Majesty1s Ambassadors/at Tokyo and Shanghai 

and t o the High Commissioner f o r the United 

Kingdom a t Ottawa. 

4. I am sending copies o£^this despatch 

I have the honour to be , 
with the h ighest respec t , 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship1s most obedient , 

humble sorvant , 

(MB) LOTKIAH 


