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No, 97 WASHINGTON, D.C. 

My Lord, 

January 26th, 1940. 

I have the honour to refer to 

ol cbt H 'Pj Your Lordship's telegram Mo, 929 of December 
1 21st about the re l i e f of distress in P i tca im 

I s land by Admiral Byrd, and to inform you that 
the Javy Uepartr.ient1 s Communique of Deoember 
^4th has led to a cer ta in amount of public 
i n t e r e s t in the i s l a n d . A l ady naned :v<rs« 
Dorothy H a l l , of S p r i n g f i e l d , Lon£ I s l and , 
who operates a shortwave s t a t i o n (VH6AT) and 

converses with the i s l and when i t s rad io i s 
wording, has insp i red a long a r t i c l e in the 

press about the p l i g h t of the i s l a n d e r s , which 

ignores Admiral Byrd 's v i s i t and leaves the 

reader the impression that nothing has been or 

w i l l be done to r e l i e v e the d i s t r e s s . This 

i n turn has led to pressure bein# brought to 

bear on the Seventh Day Advent!sts to help 
t h e i r c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s on the i s l a n d , and they 

have been enquiring what the need r e a l l y 
amounted t o . 

2. I t i s no t , in my view, d e s i r ­

able that i t should be thought in the United 

S ta tes that the P i t c a i r n I s landers are being 
in any way abandoned to t h e i r f a t e by His 
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Majesty's Government. They received a good 
deal of publicity in connexion with the fi lm 

"tfutlny on the Bounty" and there i s a steady 

latent public Interest in them for that i f 

for no other reason. I should be grateful 
therefore i f this Embassy and the British 

Library of Information ^to which I am sending 
a copy of this^dsspatoh) night be Riven any 

available information wherewith to moot 

enquiries (of which there have been several) 
as to the measures which are being taken for 

the re l ie f and prevention of distress in the 

island. 

1 have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship^ most obedient, 
humble servant, 

U g d . ) LOTH I Ail 


