e re-examination’ advocates,

ude 4 small nucleus in the
egisla ., privately confessed be-
wildérment, and tried to explain
the reason for President Quezon's
definite commitment at this time.
Some of them had pubnuly ex-
?_rougd & bellef thay Ali, Wuezon
avored re-oxamining the Independ-
ence project,

President Quoxon made his state.
ment in & message opening the sec-
ond regular session of the Second '

National Assembly.

Prefacing hip remarks with com-

ment on the uncertain fate of small
nations under the troubled interna-
tional conditions of today, he said:

“I tried to discover by every
moans at my dispesal if there were
any compelling reason why the plan
decreed by Congress and accepted
by us should not be put through. I
am of the opinion that the inter-
nationsl situation has not developed
to the point where any one can pre-
diot what the fate of small nations
will be in the years to come."

Independénce Now or Never

After reviewing the steps that led
him to his conclusion against “re-
examination,”” Mr. Quezon stated:

“If the Filipino people are unwill-
Ing or afrald to assume the respon-
sibilities of Indepondent nutionhood
by 1946 thelr only alternutive is to |

otition Congress to declare the

\lippines permanently an Ameri-
can territory.''

Discussing what he regarded to
be the temg:r of the Americhn peo-
ple and ngress, he snid the
United States would not undertake
to rrotect the Independence of the

lippines, once granted, against
any forelgn aggression and would
not congider favorabiy any proposai |
merely to postpone the granting of |
Indopendence beyond 1046, mean-,
while continuing the prosent po-|
litical :&d econom‘(&y relationship, :

Suggesting posaibly that some o
the provisions contained in the orig-
inal  re-examination pro by
Paul V. MeNutt, former High Com-
missioner to the Philippines, still
rankle, President Quezon asserted:
_“"We cannot considér n perma-

! tieal relationship with
Americs ‘gopt on the basis, at

“full and complete power

‘over immigration, imports, exports,
‘ourrency and related finaneinl sub-
jects, and the right to conclude
commercial treaties without being
mbjeeted“, to the supervision or con-

ostablishment of pro-

d consumers’ coopera-

tives and croation of govornment
b“. cco cocon [

t0 evaiop Koih hatie s e
The tobacco industry, now trying

nited States \

to compete in the
under quota restrictions, was facing
difffoult conditions, Mr. Quezon
stated, andh e urged development
of tobacco for ocigarettes, saying
that the Philippines now constituted '

¢ largest cigarette market, out-
side the United States, for Amer-| |
iean manufacturers.

Most of the Philippines' tobacco
Is of the leaf varioty for use in the
manufacture of cigars,
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