Mr.. Sayre s interview was given
on the ocaaion ‘of the fortisth anni-
versary of the Amerlccn-owned
Manila Daily Bulletln. His vlews
now more than ever appear to be
diametrically ‘opposed to those of
| his predecessor, Paul V. McNutt,
who advocated a re-examination of
| the thppine problem leadlnx
| probably to outright porma.nent re-
tention of the Philippines as Amer-
ican territory.

One of Mr, Sayre's principal rea-
sons for believing in American de-
parture from the isiands in 1946
is the probable unwillingness of the
| American texpayera to support the
| necessary Philippine defensge force.

Says People Want to Be Free

“As naval and' ‘nerial warfare de-
velop in the future, additional mil-
| lions must be poured into defenses
|if they ara to be kept abreast of
| advancing technique,” said Mr.
Sayre.

war by effective methods of inter-
| national cooperation, I wonder
[ whether it is going to be practicable
for any nation to undertake to
maintain and defend the kind of
far-flung military empires which
developed during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries,

Viewing the local dtua.tlon broad-
1y, Mr. Sayre said:

“Tt's unlikely that we will see the
thppine Assembly or the Filipino
people denying the hopes and aspi-
rations to which they tena.cxously
olung for over forty years. The
‘movement toward independence is
like the flow of & great river which
has carried hoth peoples [Ameri-
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have L :en sayving would have to be

conditions change very materially
however, 1 would be much sur-
grised to see the Philippine Assem-
ly vofs to riconsider the present
independence program.'’

Turning to the possibility that the
American Congress might change
the Tydings-McDuffie Law which
supposedly settied the independence
matter, Mr, Sayre went on:

“I feel aure that many members
of Congress would seriously be
swayed by the wishes of the Fili-
pino people, At the same time I do
not see any present lesgesning of
the strength of the varvious groups
in Congress which pressed for pass-
age of the independence act, Some
of them are even stronger than in
1934, And dont forget that it takes
an affirmative vote of both houses
of Congréss to make a change,"

Using the oft repeated argu-
ment against trade preferences in|
line with Secretary Hull's trade
treaty program, My, Sayre said
that he: was dead agamst giving

ences after they had becomc;gpﬂ

Japan migh -change u:a
views of the Fllipinos, Mr. Sayre
! -'or course no one can foretell the

. future. The world might be so dif-|
ferent in 1946 that everything T

thrown out the window. Unless|
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ked if he thought the Filipinos
were ready for independence, the
High Commissioner replied; 7
‘'There is only one practical way
by which the question can aver be:
truly answered. 'That is through
actual experiment, The United
States had to learn from experi-
ence. If the Filipinos remain true
to our own teachings they never
‘will cease to aspire to lndepen-
dence. This I believe to be'an ob-
Jective reality at which we cannot
afford to blink.

““In view of the high responsl-
bility we assumed in 1898 and
which we have carried ever slnco.
the American nation s under
strong  moral obligation if and
when we' give them independence
to give it to them under ‘con-
ditions best suited to make the suc-
cess of their great experiment prac-|
tical and possible. I am for help-|
ing them so far as we legitimately
| ‘1:?'?8 to succead as we succeeded in

the Philippines permanent prefm

“It we do not learn to supplant




