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No. 197, 

BRITISH HMBAS3Y, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. , 

February 27th, 1940-

My Lord, 
••ith reference to my predecessor 's despatch 

No* 921 of the 15th August l a s t , I have the honour to 
transmit to Your Lordship herewith a c l ipping from the 
"New''York Herald Tribune", dated 4th February, 1940, 
re fer r ing to the prospects of a Br i t ish-operated 
t r ans -A t l an t i c a i r serv ice to the United states being 
resumed in the spring and implying that some pressure 
i s being brought to bear by the m i l i t a r y au thor i t i e s 
in Great Br i ta in to d iver t to m i l i t a r y purposes the 
a i r c r a f t earmarked to operate th i s t rans -A t l an t i c a i r 
serv ice . 
2. Although the B r i t i s h Broadcasting Corporation 
issued recent ly a statement that B r i t i s h Overseas 
Airways Corporation axe to operate a mail and express 
serv ice across the A t lan t i c on the northern a i r route 
during the summer, I think that His Majesty's Government 
may nonetheless be glad to be informed as to the serious 
consequences, as seen from t h i s c a p i t a l , of what appears 
to be the present somewhat inac t i ve c i v i l av ia t ion 
po l i cy inso far as th i s a f f ec t s our prest ige in and our 
commercial re la t ions with th i s country not only at the 
present time but more pa r t i cu l a r l y a f t e r the war» 
5» It cannot come as a surprise to Your Lordship 
that , large ly as a resu l t of the war, Pan American 
Airways have been l e f t in undisputed command o f the 
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A t l a n t i c and P a c i f i c c i v i l a irways* They are 

making the most o f t h i s advantageous s i t u a t i o n and have 

no qualms about doing s o . Q u i t e apar t t h e r e f o r e from 

the p resen t l a c k o f any speedy means o f w r i t t e n communica

t i o n o f a c o n f i d e n t i a l na ture between Great B r i t a i n and 

the Uni ted a t a t e s a t t h i s c r i t i c a l time and the genera l 

e f f e c t t h a t the abandonment i n October , 1939, o f our t r a n s -

A t l a n t i c a i r ma i l s e r v i c e nad on our p r e s t i g e g e n e r a l l y 

in t h i s c o u n t r y , i t would appear to be o f the utmost 

importance not to l o s e s i g h t o f the s e r i o u s s i t u a t i o n wi th 

which we s h a l l undoubtedly be confronted a f t e r the war 

i s over when we want to recapture our due share of t r a n s -

A t l a n t i c a i r t r a f f i c . By tha t time Pan American A i rways , 

and p o s s i b l y American report A i r L i n e s , w i l l be w e l l 

e s t a b l i s h e d on the A t l a n t i c a i r route and the genera l 

p u b l i c so accustomed t o t i e v e l l i n g by these l i n e s and so 

c o n f i d e n t in the i r r e l i a b i l i t y and s a f e t y o f opera t ion 

t h a t they w i l l be r e l u c t a n t to t r a v e l by a new s e r v i c e 

l a c k i n g i n exper ience o f passenger t r a n s - A t l a n t i c a i r 

o p e r a t i o n s , and probably having i n f e r i o r passenger e q u i p 

ment i f the present p o l i c y o f ho ld ing up a l l won; on t r a n s 

ocean ic c i v i l a i r c r a f t i s cont inued . 

4 . I would t h e r e f o r e s t r o n g l y urge t h a t , n o t w i t h 

s tanding the demands o f the m i l i t a r y a i r s e r v i c e s which, I 

r e a l i s e , must r ece i ve primary c o n s i d e r a t i o n , the f u t u r e o f 

c i v i l a v i a t i o n unu e s p e c i a l l y o f t r a n s - A t l a n t i c a i r 

s e r v i c e s should c o n s t a n t l y be borne i n mind. 1 regard i t 

as h i g h l y d e s i r a b l e t n a t a t r a n s - A t l a n t i c s e r v i c e should 

be operated , not on l y in the summer months as i n 1939, 

but a l s o during the w in ter months, e i t h e r wi th l andp lanes 

over the northern route or wi th f l y i n g boa t s over the 
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eouthern route* At the same time I recommend that 
His Majesty ' s Government should immediately consider 
the a d v i s a b i l i t y of resuming construct ion of the type 
of transport a i r c r a f t required f o r trans-oceanic f l y i n g , 
Searing p a r t i c u l a r l y i n mind that Pan American Airways 
are not only doubling their ex i s t ing number of joeing 
"Cl ippers" but have a lso issued spec i f i ca t i ons f o r a 
s t i l l larger type o f t rans -A t lan t i c a i r c r a f t , which 
they intend to order for de l ivery in 1941/42. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship 's most obedient, 

humble servant, 


