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copt any klnd ot'compmm based
on a lessening of the autonomy thoy
now enjoy. Mr. MeNutt, on the
contrary, Is conviniced that thoy are
frightened by international circum-
stances to the point wherée moat
Filiplnos would be willing to ne- |
copt Amerlcan proprietorship in ex-
chnngo for a guarantee of their
_prosent status of freedom,

Filipino Opinion

The true point of view of the Fili-
pinos is at present unascertainable
without pinning down individually
each one of the sixtesn mlllion in-
habltants on what they actually be-
lieve, This is obviously Impossible,
The best one can do Is to nsk rep-
resentative elements of the various
factions what they believe, Signifi-
eantly, Manuel Quezon, first Prosi- |
dont of the Commonwealth, made
himuelf unavailable for comment, |
My, Quezon representa the lenders |
ship of the Filipinos now In powor, |

aminationist party is headed by As-
somblyman José Romero, who said:
“We gather from High Commis-
sioner Sayre's statement that he is
not fundamentally opposed to re-
examination of the political phane
of Amorican-Phillipine relations as
he s often reported to be, He doos
innist, however, that the initiative
must come from this side. Ha be-
Meves lt uniikely that the Nl.domu
Assembly will make- any such re-
quest. He also sees practical difsi-
‘culties on the American side, al-
‘though he thinks many ‘members of
Congress would be seriously swayed
by the desires ot the Filipinos.

"‘bvmds the uﬁm. of the

Tho pro-NcNutt Filipino Re-ex- |

'rumlng to Amerleau opinion on
Mr. Sayre's statement, Samuel F.
Gaches, president of the American
Chamber of Commerce, said:

““Mr. Sayre's opinion is cssentially
the opinion of every thinking man
in the Philippine Islands, The Tyd-
| Ings-MceDuffie law was accopted by
the Filipinos before It went into
offect, It definitely places the date
of independence and that dato can-

not be changed without tho consont
of both parties to the agreement.
The people of the United States will
not consider any change In date
without the first gesture belng
made by the Filipino people.”

This view Is fairly solidly backed
by the entire American community,
An expressed by A. D. Calhoun,
manager of the National City Bank

'of New York branch here, “Mr.
Sayre's statement is a frank and
| gecurate analysis of the situntion as
Ut now exists. Regardless of our In-
(dividusl feelings and wishoes in 1¢-
xtrd to Filipino independence, thore
are so many imponderables in the
intornational situation that we can- |
| not very well think otherwise.”

opposed  to

that the Morlty of tl;p mimhnu
of the Assembly favored Mr. Me-
Nutt's pmpoul. The names of




