
B R I T I S H &H3A5SY, 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 

2 7 t h tferoh 1 9 4 0 . 

MJr L o r d , 

W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o ray d e s p a t c h N o . 2 1 3 

o f t h e 1 s t K a r o n I h a v e t h e h o n o u r t o r e p o r t t h a t 

tfr. T i n k h a m h a s now a i r e d I n t h e H o u s e o f R e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e s h i s s u s p i c i o n s a b o u t t h e A n g l o - U n i t e d 

S t a t e s e x c h a n g e o f n o t e s o f t h e 6 t h A p r i l 1939 

r e g a r d i n g t h e J o i n t c o n t r o l o f C a n t o n a n d JSnderbury 

I s l a n d s . The H o u s e a p p e a r s t o h a v e p a i d n o 

a t t e n t i o n a n d i s u n l i k e l y t o d o s o : b u t a s p a r t o f 

h i s r e m a r k s Mr . T i n k h a m r e a d i n t o t h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l 

R e c o r d t h e f u l l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b e t w e e n h i m s e l f a n d 

M r . H a c k w o r t h o f t h e S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t . V o s t o f 

i t i s o f n o i n t e r e s t t o H i a M a j e s t y ' s G o v e r n m e n t 

_ _ _ _ _ b u t I e n c l o s e c o p i e s o f a l e t t e r w h i c h M r . H a c k w o r t h 

a d d r e s s e d t o Mr . T i n k h a m on t h e 3 r d A u g u s t 1 9 3 9 , 

g i v i n g t h e D e p a r t m e n t ' s i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e 

h i s t o r y o f C h r i i t n a a I s l a n d . 

2 . The e c c o u n t , r e f e r r e d t o by * ' r . 

H a c k w o r t h , i n ? o o r e ' s " I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law D i g e s t " , 

V o l u m e I , p a g e s 5 7 2 - 3 , i s d o u b t l e s s a v a i l a b l e i n 

Y o u r L o r d s h i p ' s d e p a r t m e n t . I t d o e s n o t m e n t i o n 

t h e f i r s t d i s c o v e r y o f t h e i s l a n d b y C a p t a i n Cook 

i n 1 7 7 7 , and o n l y p u t s t h e d a t e o f C a p t a i n S t e t s o n ' s 

r e d i s c o v e r y a a " p r i o r t o 1 8 5 7 " i n s t e a d o f g i v i n g 

/ ( T i d £ 

T h e R i g h t H o n o u r a b l e 

T h e V i s c o u n t H a l i f a x , K . G . , \^OfF^^ 
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(vide_ Mr. Hackworth's le t ter ) the exact date of February 

15th, 1885. Otherwise the account referred to does not 

d i f f e r from that given in paragraphs 1 - 1 3 inclusive of 

the Foreign Offioe memorandum 1802/457/27) of the 4th 

March 1935, i . e . , i t stops with Lord Sal isbury 's note of 

Kay 34th, 1888, to the United 3tates Charge' d ' a f f a i r e s . 

3. Your Lordship w i l l observe that Mjr. 

Kaokworth's l e t t e r openly states that the United States 

Government made no p r o t e s t aga ins t the British Order in 

Counc i l of the 30th Ju ly 1919, and d i s s o c i a t e s the 

United States Government from the National Geographic 

S o c i e t y ' s 1936 nap a s c r i b i n g Christmas I s l and (prophet 

i c a l l y perhaps) t o the "United S ta tes and Great B r i t a i n " . 

Indeed the impression l ie f t by h i s l e t t e r i s t h a t the 

United States long ago abandoned any case i t may have 

had f o r c la iming the i s l a n d . 

4 . I am sending cop ies of t h i s despatch t o 

the Governor General of New Zealand and t o the High 

Commissioners f o r the United Kingdom in A u s t r a l i a and 

New Zealand. 

I have the honour to be , 

w i th the h ighest respec t , 

My Lord, 

Your L o r d s h i p ' s most obed ient , 

humble se rvan t . 

(3gd.) LOTHIAN. 


