which Christmes Island 0‘1!1.0 thl‘lﬁittiﬂiﬁ'ﬂitiil
Stetes and Great Britain," snd request to be informed of
the situstion with respect to this island.

As you doubtless are awere the National
Geographic Society is not & governmental institution and
its maps sre not official publications of this Government.

According to the Depertment's informa-
tion, Christmas Islend was discovered by Capt. James Cook,
a British subject, on December 24, 1777. Capt. John
Stetson, of New Haven, Conn., reported having landed on
Christmes Island from the Americen ship EQUATER on
Februery 15, 1825.

The island has been cccupled et various
times by American citizens and British subjects. It was
first ocoupied by Americens about 1858 and was bonded as
an American guesno 1sleand on December 29, 1859, Christmas
was included in the lists of guano islsnds issued by the
Treasury Depertment. 3ee in this connection Moore's
International Lew Digest, volume I, pege 567. You may
also desire to read the discussion of Christmes Islend
commencing on page 572 of thet volume and elso to see the

/exchange




1., & Reitiak Sompomuiion, wster ' bl ;
British Goverament which grents the use ef*thl~£ﬁt¢ﬂi .
for B7 years from Jenuary 1, 1914, By = British Gsﬁgr

in Council deted July 30, 1918, the bounderies of the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands colony were extended to
inelude Christmas Island. No protest in respect to the
British Order in Council of 19196 has been made by the

GCovernment of the United States.

Bincerely yours,

GREEN H., HACKWORTH,



