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e Secretery of State presents his .x.""’fﬁbf??}fﬁ -

-€§ His Excellency the British,Ambaseaﬁdr:and4ﬁaagtﬁé\
honor to refer to an alde-mémolre dated June 8, 1940 ‘
which the CounseIOf o? the British Emﬁassy handed to
Mr. Hickerson on June 11 last concerning certain
1slands in the Pacific Ocean.

The Secretary of SBtate is pleased to note that the
British Government is willing in prineciple to enter
into discussions regarding the status of the lslands
epecified in the Department's note of August 16, 1939

which are claimed by the United States and to which,

it 1s understood, Great Britaln elso asserts clalms.
Mr. Hull desires also to exprese his concurrence in
the view expressed by the British CGovernment that the
problem at issue can best be solved by way of direct

oral discusgsslons.

Vith
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cussions, the Becretary of State v

Se T°—

detalle of ite claims at this polnt. He believes, on
| the contrary, that the orel discussions suggested by
the British Government will vorovide ample opportunity
for the United States CGovernment to put forwerd its
claims g8 well as to hear any counter claims on the \
vart of the British Covernment. In a similar menner,

A it is believed, the respective cleims of the two

Governments to the remaining islands enumerated and

toc islands in the Phoenix Group, a8 well as to any

other islands in the central Pacific to which either

. Government asserts claim, mey be considered in detall.
Although the United States Government 1s firmly
convinced that it would be to the mutual interest of :
botlh the United States and the United Kingdom to reach

an




ment of*these discussions until the British CGovernment : o

has had some time in which to »revare the necessary

documentation for ite claims.
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