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, MinuUs. 

I saw Colonel Knox t h i s af ternoon 
a t h i s request . He asked me how the 
p o s i t i o n s tood as regards Newfoundland and 
the d r a f t l e t t e r . I t o l d him that London 
and the Governor had both approved i t 
sub jec t t o small t e x t u a l a l t e r a t i o n s and 
I gave him a copy of our d r a f t showing 
the amendments. He read i t and s a i d that 
i t looked to him a l l r i g h t . I suggested 
that Mr. Poster should f i x i t up wi th h i s 
l e g a l adv i ser and he concurred. 
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I mentioned tha t His Ma je s t y ' s 
Government took the view that t h i s l e t t e r 

d not be takeiL-&_s a precedent on which 
work could be s ta r ted^ i . e . j ve ;$ou ld not 

^rft̂ TU use a l e t t e r couched i n t l& ofeniffierms 
t o inaugurate work a t the other bases} u^'fi^^ 
I had no reason to think that the Fore ign 
O f f i c e were a t a l l opposed t o s im i l a r 
b r i e f l e t t e r s as regards the other bases « 
»**4 i t was merely the f a c t tha t cond i t ions 
var ied l o c a l l y that prevented t h t s c l o t t o y 
being s tandardised. Colonel Knox took the 
p o i n t . 
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I r e f e r r e d too to the Ambassador 
having thrown out^the personal suggest ion 
as regards an umpire i n the case o f 
d i sputes a r i s i n g l o c a l l y . I sa id that 
London wished to withdraw t h i s suggestion; 
His Ma je s t y ' s Government's view was that 
most th ings could and should be s e t t l e d 
by the good sense o f the men on the spot ; 
i f any d ispute got beyond t h i s , i t would 
probably be s u f f i c i e n t l y ser ious t o 
requ ire r e f e r r i n g t o Washington and 
London. Colonel Knox concurred. 

I t o l d the Colonel that^al l the 
Co lon ia l Governments had now agreed to 
work being begun by the American 
a u t h o r i t i e s once agreement had been 
reached regarding the l o c a t i o n of the 
"Biases;^ I was not qu i t e c e r t a i n a s to 
Berr..uda, but Colonel Knox assured me 
that Admiral Greenslade had t o l d him 
that agreement had been reached there . 
As regards Bermuda I reminded the Secretary 
that His Ma jes ty ' s Government meant to i s s u e 
some statement and that we had asked the 
Navy Department not to f o r e s t a l l t h i s . 

I reminded him a l so t h a t we had 
asked that the American a u t h o r i t i e s should 

^ employ l o c a l labour , and give B r i t i s h 
\ /and Dominion f i r m s of contractors 

opportunity to tender i n connexion wi th the 
construct ion of the bases. Colonel Knox 
s a i d that t h i s was agreeable to the 
United States Government: American 

cont rac tors / 



Minutes, 

c o n t r a c t o r s had t h e i r hands f u l l w i t h 
work a t home. 

I* 

I d i d not put to C o l o n e l Knox 
the p o i n t i n sub -paragraph (e ) o f 
Mr. Hoyer M i l l a r ' s minute . Perhaps 
Mr. P o s t e r would take t h i s up when he 
sees t h e Navy Department l e g a l a d v i s e r 
about the d r a f t l e t t e r . C o l o n e l Knox 
had no c o m p l a i n t s and seemed w e l l 
s a t i s f i e d , ^ / t fuv^ /*cC«~V*C <jv««—f*Jt. 

(**t u-**̂ t~£ vr-j*>v£ h*'c0-^ f& 
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