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SECRET. Downing S t r e e t . 
8 6059/40 2 0 t h November, 1940. 

S i r , 

With reference to telegram No. 2393 of the 28th 
September from the Foreign O f f i c e to His Ma jes t y ' s 
Ambassador in Washington, and connected correspondence 
on the subject o f the claim of the United States 
Government to 23 Is lands in the P a c i f i c , I am d i rec ted by 
Lord L loyd to forward f o r the information o f Viscount 
H a l i f a x a copy of a report which has been rece ived from 
the High Commissioner for the Western P a c i f i c on the 
question of B r i t i s h sovereignty in the Phoenix and Line 
Is lands . This repor t , together with that enclosed with 
Mr. Achescn's s e m i - o f f i c i a l l e t t e r No.86059/40 par t I I 
of the 30th J u l y , completes the documentation which the 
High Commissioner was requested to prepare in respect 
o f the claimed Is lands under h i s adminis trat ion . Lord 
L loyd proposes that steps should now be taken in th i s 
Department to co-ord inate the a v a i l a b l e material and to 
prepare statements of the B r i t i s h case for a l l of the 
Is lands for which the Co lon ia l O f f i c e i s respons ib le . 

2. I t i s noted that in the telegram under 
reference His Ma jes t y ' s Ambassador in Washington has 
been requested to emphasise that "His Ma jes t y ' s 
Government f e e l e n t i t l e d to request that the United 
States Government should at l e a s t d e f i n i t e l y spec i f y 
a l l the Is lands to which they purport to have c la ims" . 
I am to say that Lord L loyd i s f u i l y in accord with t h i s 
v iew, and t rus t s that His Ma jes t y ' s Ambassador w i l l be 
instructed to press s trongly f o r a complete andfinal 
l i s t of the claims which the United States Government 
proposes to make. 
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The Under-Secretary o f S ta te , 
Foreign O f f i c e . 



3. I t i s understood that no mention has y e t been 
made o f the venue of the meeting which w i l l "be necessary 
to d iscuss with representa t i ves of the United S ta tes 
Government the i r claim to these I s lands . Lord L loyd 
i s f i r m l y o f the opinion that the d i scuss ions should 
take place in t h i s country- He t r u s t s that Lord H a l i f a x 
w i l l agree and that a su i tab le opportunity w i l l be 
taken to acquaint the United States Government in 
th is sense. 

4. Copies o f th i s l e t t e r , together with i t s 
enclosure, are being addressed to the Admira l t y , the 
A ir Min i s t r y , the Dominions O f f i c e , the Treasury and 
the Secretary to the War Cabinet. 

I em. e t c . , 
(Signed) R.A. Whitt le 


