
CATS 
W E S T E R N PACIFIC. OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOK THE WESTERN PACIFIC, 
SUVA, FIJI, 

50th October, 1936. 

S i r , 
ID continuation of my secret 

despatch of the 7th October, covering 
reports on uie s u i t a b i l i t y as a i r c r a f t | 
oases of the var ious is lands v i s i t e d by 
u ' ..eiliufeton" uurxng uer recent cruise 
in tue P a c i f i c , I nave tae honour to t rans ­
mit a copy of a report by the Commodore 
Goioiuaudin& Hew Zealand Stat ion to the 
Secretary to tae Aumiralty, upon a i r bases 
in tue P a c i f i c , together with a copy of a 
report by u.M.S."ACui l les" on the same 
sub jec t . 

I* I t w i l l be seen that the views -
which I have expressed in var ious despatche. 
upon the commercial and s t ra teg ic impor­
tance of F i j i to av ia t ion in the P a c i f i c , 
and concerning the Phoenix, and Union uroup 
of Is lands , are borne out by the Naval 
Authorit ies* 

3. I have recently had the oppor­
tun i ty of conversations on tue sub ject with 
kr.Bertram, Deputy j i r e c t o r of Av ia t ion , 

England, 
The Right Honourable 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. 



England, with wuom 1 came in Cuntact during 
the Afr ican Air Route negot ia t ions . 

4 . I should be glad to kno*r whethera 
see my secret telegrauis of tht< and v.*Ctt 
of J u l y , the newspaper reports t h i t Great 
B r i t a i n has now forranlly l a i d claim to the 
Phoenix Group are cor rec t . 1 at tach photo ­
graphs of Canton Is land taken by Captain u . 
Bev i r , Commanding h . M . * j . M L , e i U r , in August, 
Ib36, as documentary evidence of the claim to 
that i s land of tue Phoenix Group. I regret 
no s im i l a r photographs of tue otuer claimed 
i s l anus are ava i lab le* 

I have tue honour to be. 
S i r , 

Your most obedient, 
hu^bie a rvunt , 

(Signed; Juxon Barton, 

Acting high Commissioner 


