The Right Honourable

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

OFFICE oF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC,
Suva, Fi,

30th October, 18356,

sir,
in continuation of ny secret

despateh of the 7th Uctober, covering
reports on the sulitability as alirerait
pases of the various 1islands visited by
Heoebe"dWellington" during her recent cruise
in the Facirllic, 1 bave the hooour Lo itrans-
mit a copy of a report by the Commodore
Commanding New Zealand Station Lo the
Secretary Lo tie Admiralty, upon air bases
in the Pacific, together with a copy of a
report by h.i.3."Achllles"” on Lhue same
subjectl,

Ze It will be seen that the views
which 1 have expressed in various despatcue
upon the commercial and strategic imper-
tance of Fiji to aviatlion in the Pacgific,
«nd concerning the Phoenix, and Union Group
of Islands, are borne out by the Naval
aAutuorivies,

De I have recently had Lhe oppor-
vunity of conversations Oon the subject with
r,Bertram, Deputy virecior of Aviatlon,

Bngland,
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England, with whom 1 came in cuntact during
L@ Alrican ALP Route negotiations.

< L
gee my secret tLelegrams of the'Srd and %W

e il stiould be glad to kaqg ﬂueztizg
of July, Lhe newspaper reports Lthat Great
Britain has now iormally lald claim to the
Phigenlix Group are correct, Il attach photo-
grapihs 0f Canton lsland taken by Captain U,

/ pevir, Lonmandling n.M.o0."ueilll"y 1n Auguse,
1956, as documentary evidence of Lhe clalm to
Lt island of Lue frhioenix Group. 1l regret
00 similar photographs of Lue other clalmed
48 ialUus I'C avaliiiuablie

/ I have tue honour Lo be,
|
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| (Signed) Juxon Barton,

weling High Commissioner,




