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Dear Vernon, 
We are th ink ing very s e r i o u s l y of t h i s p ro j ec ted 

f l i g h t of one o f our long d i s tance f l y i n g boa t s to the South 
P a c i f i c I s l a n d s which I mentioned at the meeting a t the 
C o l o n i a l O f f i c e on 29th l a s t - We have i n mind that i t w i l l 
prove a very e f f i c i e n t form of demonstrating the va lue o f 
B r i t i s h a i r c r a f t and the k ind o f f l y i n g boat which w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e dur ing t h i s year and which may be expected to be 
seen i n those waters i n the not d i s t a n t f u t u r e , as a counter 
t o American a c t i v i t i e s . 

I f t h i s f l i g h t i s approved i t w i l l not make use of 
the i s l a n d s of secondary importance on the rou te , but v / i l l 
pass s t r a i g h t through, s topping at F i j i , Apia ( sub jec t to 
l o c a l adv ice on the t echn i ca l p o s s i b i l i t i e s ) , Hu l l I s l a n d , 
Christmas I s l a n d and Honolulu. I t would f l y over Panning 
I s l a n d and the American S t a t i o n s at Pago Pago and Kingman Reef , 
but would not requ i re to r e f u e l at any o f these p o i n t s and 
would on ly land i f c o n d i t i o n s were a l t oge ther s u i t a b l e . 

In cons ider ing the f l i g h t we came to the p r o v i s i o n a l 
conc lus i on that the B r i t i s h represen ta t i ve who i s to be sent 
to Christmas I s l a n d would be o f great va lue i f he could be got 

kaAr»J* there i n time f o r the v i s i t of the f l y i n g boat jand we f e l t 
t h a t f o r t h i s and f o r general reasons i t would be worth 

^ * cons ider ing whether we cou ld not f i n d a man who had w i r e l e s s 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and could be g iven a b r i e f i n s t r u c t i o n i n 
meteoro log i ca l observa t ion ,and f l y him out from Home t o 
A u s t r a l i a t o be sent up to Christmas I s l a n d from there by s h i p . 
He cou ld take wi th him, from t h e nearest convenient p o i n t , a 
w i r e l e s s se t capable o f communication v/ith the f l y i n g boat and 
some moorings f o r i t , which would, I suggest , c o n s t i t u t e a 
f i r s t s tep i n the a c t i v e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the I s l a n d , which your 
l e g a l a d v i s e r s regard as so important i n mainta in ing the c la im 
to sovere ign ty . T h e r e a f t e r , i f the route becomes organised 
i n 1938, as i t very wel l may, he could be occupied i n tak ing 
accurate soundings o f the lagoon and i n d a i l y meteoro log ica l 
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observation un t i l actual constructional work began when, 
of course, he would become extremely use fu l . 

I mention t h i s point because I know you are 
considering the question of sending such a representative and 
I would l i ke to le t you know that we should have considerable 
technical use for such a man on Christmas Is land and that h i s 
functions need by no means be confined to being present there 
to ward o f f the American invasion, with l i t t l e e lse to do. 

You w i l l perhaps l i ke to take t h i s in to considerat ion 
when putting forward the resu l ts of our meeting. 

Yours s incerely , 


