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PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM 

NEW ZEALAND 

To the Government of New Zealand 

Sent 12c35 a jn > 15th October 1938 

IMPORTANT 

Secret Noe 140o 

Your telegram NoB102 of 12th September and my telegram No0116 

of 9th September. P a c i f i c Islands* In view of ce r ta in aspectB of 

the matter which have been brought to notice of His Ma jes ty ' s 

Government in the United Kingdom in connexion with d e s i r a b i l i t y of 

f i rmly es tab l i sh ing B r i t i s h claim to certa in is lands and the 
• - in the Pac i f i c 
s e l ec t i on of c i v i l a i r routes/ question of p r i o r i t i e s has been 

reconsidered and i t , i s desired to submit f o r urgent consideration 

of His Majes ty ' s Government in New Zealand the fo l lowing comments 

and suggestions. ' . 

2c The most s a t i s f a c t o r y c i v i l a i r route from New Zealand to 

North America, v i z . Auckland to Honolulu, w i l l , i t i s thought, 
• 

necess i ta te use of Suva, Nukonono Is land, Hull Is land (as po tent ia l 

emergency a l ight ing place) and Christmas Is land. f"M 

3d I t appears essent ia l from standpoint of negot iat ion with 

United States f u l l r ec iproc i t y across P a c i f i c , not only t.iat 

B r i t i s h sovereignty should be claimed in ' respec t of those is lands 

where any dispute I s poss ib le but a l so that B r i t i s h in teres t s 

should speedi ly be so f i rmly establ ished as to enjoy r ights de f ac to 

as v/ell as de jure : th i s would f o r e s t a l l r i sk of United States 

i n t e r e s t s t r y i n g to intrude there on the l ines adopted at Canton 

Island© 

4-. Of the is lands mentioned in paragraph 2, that which appears 

to be most open to dispute as to ownership i s Christmas Itiland, 

and although B r i t i s h claim to sovereignty i3 regarded aB strong, 

poss ib le United States counter claim must be reckoned with* As i s 
recognised in paragraph 4 of your secret despatch of 20th Hay, th i s 

i s land 



jU land la of f i r s t c l a s s Importance boV.h f o r a i r routo and defence 

purpcseB, and only the ac tua l preparat ions f o r an A i r p o r t , i t i s 
•^ught, would make i t secure against p o s s i b l e United S ta tes i n t r u s i o n -

Bo His M a j e s t y ' s Government i n the United Kingdom th ink t h a t i n 

these c ircumstances i t would he most d e s i r a b l e t h a t marine a l i g h t i n g 

p l a c e and land aerodrome on Christmas I s l and should be surveyed and 

demarcated and adequate n o t i c e s of ownership o f the I s l a n d posted as 

soon as p o s s i b l e and, f o r t h i s purpose, they would be g r a t e f u l i f His 

Majesty* s Government i n New Zealand could cons ider p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

sending u par ty qu ick l y and d i s c r e e t l y . On t h e i r re turn from 

Christmas I s l a n d i t i s a l s o suggested that par ty should survey f o r 
s i m i l a r purposes Nukonono and Hul l I s l a n d thus secur ing s a t i s f a c t o r y 

ho ld on l a t t e r even i f not to be u t i l i s e d as main landing p lace . 
6n General e f f e c t o f these proposa ls would be t o take i n hand route 

B descr ibed i n your despatch be fore route A and to beg in a t outer end 

of route (Christmas I s l and ) i n s tead o f a t centre ( F i j i ) as suggested 

i n your telegram NodOS. 

?c. I t i s hoped that His Majesty* s Government i n New Zealand w i l l 

agree tha t cons idera t i ons se t out above, which demonstrate importance 
of route B both 1'rom defence and c i v i l a v i a t i o n a spec t s , render such 

a v a r i a t i o n adv i sab le and that they may be prepared t o undertake 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r immediate survey o f t h i s route in sane manner as 

was contemplated f o r route A. A i r M i n i s t r y would be p leased , however, 

t o arrange f o r a s p e c i a l echo sounding apparatus, f o r purpose ox* marine 

s u r v e y s , to be sent by a i r t o Sydney and sh ip t o F i j i w i th experienced 
operator from Imper ia l Airways s t a f f and f o r cost of t h i s se rv i ce t o 

be borne from Uuit.ed Kingdom fund30 Th i s apparatus has a l ready prove 
most s a t i s f a c t o r y f o r rap id and accurate survey of water expanses 

f o r f l y i n g boat purposes and records depths of as l i t t l e as 3 f e e t ; 
i t i s thought tha t i t would be found to be o f the very greates t va lue 
f o r the present purpose. I t i s assumed that a motor boat of email 

draught and ordinary nav iga t ing instruments i nc lud ing p lane t a b l e , 
t e l e s c o p i c a l i t a t e , p c r t a b l c range f i n d e r and invar tape w i l l be o v e i l -
able* 

Q0 Should be gx*afcetul f o r very ea r l y r e p l y ; i f t h i s i s f a v o u r a b l e , 
'operator and apparatus l e a v i n g by a i r 30th October might reach Suva by 
17th November sn<3 proceed thence wi th Ne;w Zealand party t o Curiotmas 
I . A . . .i&Jm 


