possible United shteg“k%mw» clgim muet be reckoned with. As is

 recogr ae@ n DI ap 4 of your secret despatc @ ?Q.*‘h oy, Ehis.

"PARAPHRASE THLEGRAM
To the Government of New Zealand
Sent 12.35 e m, 1L5th October 1338

S R T L W S e YR A N A s ™M

IMPORTANT Al

Secret No. 140,

Your telegram No,102 of 12th September and my telegeam No.116
of 9th September., Pacific Islands. In view of certain aspects of
the matter which have been brought to notice of His Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom in connexion with desirability of
finmly establishing British claim to certain islands and the

in the Pacific
selection of civil air routesf question of priorities has been
reconsidered and il is desirved to submit for urgent consideration
of His iajesty's Government in New Zealand the following commenis
and suggestlons,

2. The most satisfactory civil air route from New Zealand to
North America, viz. Auckland to Honolulu, will, it is thought,
necessitate use of Suva, Nukonono Island, Hull Island (as potential

emergency alighting place) and Chrisimas Island.

9. It esppears essential from standpoint of negotiation with
United States full reciprocity across Pacific, not onlf tat
British sovereignty should be claimed in respect of those ialande
where any dispuite¢ 1s possible but also Lhnt gritish interests

ghonld speedily be so firmly established sz to enjoy rights de facto

as well as de jure: ©this would forestall risk of United States ‘ |
interests trying to intrude there on the lines adonted at Canton
Isliand.
4, 'Of the islands mentioned in paragraph 2, that which appears
to be most cpén Lo dispute as to ownership is Christmas Island,

and although Britiehwclaim to sovereigniy is reparded as atrong,
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e circumstances it would be most desirable that marine
‘, co and land aerodrome on Christmas Island ahould be anrveyod ma 1J
demmrcated and adequate notices of ownership of the Island posted as
‘, bom as possidble and, for this purpose, they wonld he grateful if 'fx'ﬁé.. |
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'7ﬁ§3esty‘e Government in New Zealand could consider possibility of

L':;aending % party quickly and discreetly. On their return from
| ,”Ghristmae Island it is also suggested that party should survey for
7*.'791m11ar purpcses Nukonono and Hull Ieland thus securing satisfactory
-é' “Zhold on latter even if not to be utilised es main landing place,

6, General effect of these proposals would be to take in hand youte |
B described in your despatch before route A and to begin at oufer end
of route (Christmas Tsland) instead of at centre (Ffiji) as suggested |

in your telegram No.102.

7. It is noped that His dajesty's Government in New Zealand will
agree that considerations seft out gbove, which demonstrate importance
of route B both from defence and civil avistion aspects, render such
& varigtion advisable and that they may be prepared to undertake |
reaponsibility for immediate survey of this route in same manner as
was contemplated for route A. Air ifinistry would be pleased, however,
%0 arrange for a special echo sounding apparatus, Tor purpose of marine
surveysa, to be sent by air to Sydney and ship to FilJi with experienced
" pperator from Imperlal Airways staff and for cost of this service to
be borne from Uniied Kingdom funds, This apparatus has already proved
most gatisfactory for rapid and accurate survey of water expanses
for flying boat purposes and records depths of as little as 3 feet;

it isthought thet it would be f'eund to be of the vary greastest value

-

for the present purpose. It is aesumed that a motor boat of small

B &

draught and ordinary naevigating instruments including plane teble,
telescopic alidat™e, pertable renge Finder and invar fape wili be eveil-

ﬂbleo
8. Should be grateful for very early reply; it this is favourable, IV”'

i nergtor and apperatus leaving by air 30th October might reach Suva ¥ #
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