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COMMITTEE OP IMPERIAL DEFENCE. 

OVERSEA DEFENCE COMMITTEE. 

THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OP THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS. 

(Reference O.D.C. Paper Noc 1635. ) 

Minute by D i r e c t o r of M i l i t a r y Operat ions and I n t e l l i g e n c e , 
War O f f i c e * 

No.79/Gen. /3296 ( M . 0 . 2 ) . 7th December, 1938*, 

I BUggest the f o l l o w i n g items f o r the agenda: -

( 1 ) The means whereby in format ion as to Japanese 

a c t i v i t i e s i n the P a c i f i c i s l a n d s can bes t be 

obta ined , c o l l a t e d and disseminated,. 

( 2 ) The defence of seaplane and other bases . The 

l i k e l y sca le of seaborne or a i r a t tack does not 

j u s t i f y the i n s t a l l a t i o n o f coast or a n t i - a i r c r a f t 

a r t i l l e r y in the P a c i f i c I s l a n d s . I t i s a l s o h i g h l y 

improbable tha t any B r i t i s h t roops can be made 

a v a i l a b l e f o r defence aga ins t a l and ing . I n the absence 

o f e f f i c i e n t l o c a l f o r c e s ( t h e r a i s i n g of which may be 

impract icab le i n many p l a c e s ) de fence , i f cons idered 

e s s e n t i a l , might be undertaken by A u s t r a l i a and New 

Nealand. 
( S g d . ) G.G. MSARS, 

Major . 
f o r D i rec to r of M i l i t a r y Operat ions 

and I n t e l l i g e n c e . 


