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[OTES OF AN INTER~-DEPART TNTAL 1Z27TING: HELD
‘ R MINTOTRY (ARIEL HOUSE) AT S Deie
ON FRIDAY, DECEMBIR 30th, 1938,

to discusse
SURES TTEICH COULD -2t T=AFETY T STRENGTHIEN
' 1! O HIS HATSTY'S COVZiaNT TO YHE
(SHIP OF SHRICMIAS ISLAND.
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Alr Minigtry:

Hire T.Polildred, 0,B.B.
Deputy Director General of Civil Aviation,
(in the Chair).
Ire 7T W Burkett, 0.Bdi., H.C,
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ing Commander R.li. Fester, D.F _C,

Jont J. .l. Drumond, ReIie (Retds)
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- gsoneld 8 stbted that the Fforeisn Office had i

\ Q

on e believe tnat the 1oed Stutes of Amdries might be ,
ing to lay elaim in the near future to the Island and that
ment, thilst they di ot Tecl in a position to make
28 tilons ae i« @t Should he ne, torld welcome
' trengthen the claim of this

5 Chairmuan inguirsed ag to oury lesal title to the ,
[elund in order that the Treassury co 1d be informed on the point
' the A4 stry scupht thot Depsrtment's financial authority
rocee Lheir o8&l . Gorell Barnsee said that the
>3 ) g . : Lo DE very
| rong and i o TTe T ') rad i efer the matter tc arbitration
11" the nece: { Shoulda ard e UsosGovernment did not

/é/ lemurg and nhad oL £ . vhia ¢ vhe formal netitficeation

* 1888 that i ‘Brif ' ALY i Iaslond, . Bevip
i that { 1b1 ! = GOovrrmsnt ,?'-".!:;
nlited : . B8 coun it Cantor 11 was C:'.'\.‘{:‘f'l_v
1 : nt i nt to have to
‘ ch a mather, but if necessarT it would

. . b artieles had appeared in the U.9,
1 B & ; : =81 1 Ly of the U8 A, laying claim te the
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New Zealand expenditure on defence was a considerable item in her
total expenditure but thoucht that she mipght nossibly be willing

to face some expenditure on the nrovision of Tacilities on Christmas
Island; provided it was not too great. In sunpert of this opinion
he added that New Zealand wers naying the cost of the survey of the
groun of islands of which Christmas wvas one.

Se The Chuirﬂun turm to the question of vhat nractical

measures could be iLaken by the Alr Ministry to strengthen our
claim to the Igland, It appsared that this could, in the first :
instance, conveniently take the form of the estoblistment there
cf’ a4 metecrological ﬂorcrbjhy utntion with wireless enuioment
capable of transmittinec to ia Thigs would pive effect to =
recommendation of an Inttrn Jonal Conf'erence, at vhich the U.3.A,
had been represented, held ot Wellington about o year ago for
the purpessz of concerting neasures for the improvement of

orological facilities in the Pacific. Until regular flying
in the neighbourhood of the I 'und took place it would be sufficient
1" meteorclogical observasio vere transmiiting te Apia four times
during each period of 24 hours,
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The L addod that the Alr Ministry sstimated that
the capital cost of such a station, equinped with nodern apparatusg
would be in the neiphbourhccd of £5 C-CO0 Two operators would be
required and it was estimated that the ammual maintenance cost woulad
3 A el »! ™ | o1 e 3 o 3

Qo The Chairman

: tbout &2, 00t L : -1t that the Treasury woul@ regard this
3¢ HE Some i Ll . L Lo the services which would be
snderedg, but we could advance the argument that the nrovision and
peratior r (| Lok s tantial evidence of effeetive
ceunation ‘ L4 I | ! Island be called in cuestion.
105 Mr. Burkett statle that the estimate of £EH.500 was for a
{ ion provided with u; ‘ te gouinment, which was in advance of
resent re I yssible & obsolete R AP,
2°8 ment, cll mLanhe ( ntil a regpular servics was
stablished coula D1 r t half this coStoe
! Lhliat lai Tas alre r nrovided wvith
1 . and 2 iving apparatus canable of maintaining
L "An ‘ ! nd here thers 3 A ible station,
' 0 1 ase, if the administrative
1 t LS and e iven the necessary instruction,
y & t ().« 1 QEserver ag already 8
reedentd Bt i1 ] 1 LA NG ( { STAG1IoNn
meteorolopical s tart thore, The recuisii o ld cost
about £100. It could i ] i il small ¢ I r enclosure
could be provided at very little expense., He added that as
meteorn. L 1 C ! e &I 1Lal Lleeted and
| 1 tted 1 ; L1 uld D¢ i ' in International
I ological lists as @ vitiigh observines and reporting “fﬂfiwna
| LN :-1“ r ho the €aul vuld be transported to the slande
M r Grover said tha the New Zealand Sguadron !;:,':d visit=d
the Islad twe or three times @ year of recent years and could convey
the equipment there, [ tvic cruisers of the Seouadron carried
I ned me o . L ruct the administrative
Fricer In i { ir | 7 ‘ nd ¢t i 3 ¥ ',,,i'.'iag-,- gauinment
on the occaslory ¢ f J s Neiy B
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it wonld bhe dirficult to make oult a gase at the present
ull ] L1 comaended that the necessary
; I i . avided and 1 = e iministrative
meteorolorsical anparatus sihouvld be nrovided and LAST e radministrativ
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undertake nietecrological duties. The
1 1'2*—u to Fanning Island from whence
cabls

uired te whet sxtent it
oerational acui
SErvice was op!

vAasS considsred

\
praent which vwould be
e

a spateds Mre. Burkett
: ; ULl e neceessary a2t the nonent would be &
and moorings and the demarcation ol a Lz .d.’z.’l;' APEE, These
| .:,“\vuie:a at a cosit of About £400 and the ual maintenance
smalle Nanp LO"U’HD der Foster sSug c:;'tud that we
opporTtunity Lo provide at the outset all that
thmxl, Ju & needed o 1,h: Island, and
smacted that we would de "w a mosition to
iir. Burke ﬁ, stated that is would most
'-'tsr-i tc the sxtent 1,'_ we' should

ivements of the stavion,. e thoucht that
tain Treagsury auti ority all that was
enlt were unlikely to demur te the
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iscussion it was gprezd that the
nstalied shonld be ilimitea at the outset

t stens should be token to =nsupe the
\dine area.




