
BRlTISa BMBASSY, 
WA8BIKOT0«# D. C , 

January tth# 1939 

My Lord, 
I n paragraph 5 of my despatch Kb. 1141 B 

of the 23rd December, I mentioned the case o f the l a t e 

Donald Coster ( a l i a s P h i l i p Musica) whose ten years ' 
masquerade at the head o f a respected f i rm has j u s t 
come t o a sensat ional end. 
8* With reference t o the r e p o r t t i n t h i s 
connexion* o f an arms deal Invo lv ing 8,000,000 r i f l e s , 
the M i l i t a r y Attache* Informs me that according t o 
r e l i a b l e repor ts the War Department has been checking 
i t s stocks o f Lee Sn f i e ld r i f l e s i n order t o f i nd out 
whether Coster Musica f igured i n any deal i n r i f l e s i n 
the past . As a resu l t they have been able t o announce 
that no such deal has ever taken p lace . 
3. v?hen the United States entered the war i t 
was discovered that the army could not be supplied 
with the Spr ing f i e ld r i f l e i n s u f f i c i e n t quan t i t i e s 
and the United s ta tes Government there fore acquired 
8,300,000 B r i t i s h Lee Bn f i e ld r i f l e s . At the c l o s e 
o f the war these were returned t o store and since 1918 
the fo l lowing have been disposed of : -

. Sold as u n f i t f o r m i l i t a r y use 86,000 
Sold and leaned t o the P h i l i p p i n e s 295,000 
Te members of the American S i f i e 

Assoc ia t ion 30,000 
Wo var ious schools 5,600 
Disposed o f i n miscel laneous fash ion 86,000 

379,000 
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The balance of approximately 2»000v000 r i f l e s hoe 
presumably been accounted for-^by the United States War 

Department. 
4, As the War Office i s aware, the Military 
Attach* has received severa l offers of Lee Enfield 
r i f l e s in the past year or so , the most recent being 
i n Apr i l» 1958, Although Coster Musica has never 
f igured i n these o f f e r s the Mi l i t a ry Attache1 has no 
doubt that they re fe r t o the same r i f l e s (and 
equipment, ammunition e t c * ) and i t seems very probable 
that Coster Musics was at the bottom o f them, p o s s i b l y 
guaranteeing the f i n a n c i a l end of the dea l . There i s 
a l so l i t t l e doubt that i f Coster had found a purchaser 
the War Department would have released the r i f l e s * f o r 
they have been t r y ing t o get r i d o f them f o r years. 
They appear, f o r example, t o have made recent attempts 
t o dispose o f them to the American Armaments 
Corporat ion, since the l a t t e r approached the Mi l i t a ry 
Attache1 t o ask i f he knew o ^ a l i k e l y purchaser. 
6. I am sending yc eopy o f t h i s despatch t o 
the High Commissioner/for the United Kingdom i n Canada. 

I have the honour t o b e , 
with the highest respect , 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship 's most obedient , 
humble servant , 

(SfrD) V. A. L. HltfJOT 

B.U. Charge d ' A f f a i r e s . 


