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In peragreph 8 of my telegram No. 478

/57/% of the 83rd Deseuber, 1938, I reported some i
outspoken remarks by Senator Key Pitiman, Chalrman
of the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate,
on the American people's 'dislike" of the Gemman
end Japanese Governments. I now heve the honour
to report that on the 2nd Janusry, Senator Pittman
made some further remarks on the subject of Japan.
2. Asked by a reporter for his own personsl
view as to what should be done in case the Japanese
reply to the latest American no$e regarding the
Open Door in Chine should be unsatisfactory, the
Senator is reported to have replied: "If the

Japanese continue in their asctions I would like %o

see our Governuent in some way ostracise them”.

guch ostracism, he explained, might teke the form

of an embargo on Jaspanese goods entering the United
States and, if the country wished to go further, they

might, through Congress, put an embargo upon all

export trade to Jepen. "I essume it would meke

the Jupenese Government very angry" continued the
gSenator. "They might retaliaste by the confiscation
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ave brokas m. fhat is as %
government een go. I cannot ¢
thet they would go any further. The #W
stateamen are too intelligent to declare war sgainst

. the United Statese In the first place such s
decleration would be absurds They know und we know that
they do not intend to cross the Pacific Ocean to attack
us. Such a declergtion would do them no good and do
us no ham".
e Senator Pittman then explained the aetion
which might in faet be taken to exert sconomic

pressure on “dietetor governmenta". Referring to
section 38 of the last Teriff Act under which the
President is empowered to restrict importes from those
netions which ereet undue barriers ageinet United
Stateés goods, he seid "it is contended by those who
heve studied the stetutes that the President has
suthority under certsin eircustences to prohibit by
proclamation imports from Japan or any other couniry
thet 1o guilty of scta specified in the law. It le
my present opinion that such & statute was not
intended by Congress %o grant t.o the Presideat the
authority to place an embargo upon the export of goods
to any country. The Neutrality Aot does grent such
suthority to the President in particular eases, but
even then limits such suthority to definitely
| described arms, smmunition end implements of war.

This mot would be entirely unneoessary if the Presldent
l has/




only be oarried on through an aot of Congress. <
The question is: Do they desire such an aet of
Congresa? Will the great peace soeieties of the
country together with the charitable organisations
and other orgsnisations, plage themselves on record
as favoring such legislation, or will they oppose
it? Their asction in the matter will neturally have

great whight with Congress." Vs
4e I em sending » 6'opy of this despateh

His Majesty's Ambsgsadore at Tokyo and 1.
I have the honour %o be,
with the highest respect,
My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient,
hunble servant,

(8GD) VeAeL. MALLEP

H.M. Chargé d'Affeires.




