
NOTE ON HULL ISLAND. 
According to the records of the Admiralty ( see 

statement of the i r representat ive under Item 3 of the 
interdepartmental meeting of the 24th November 
(enc losure C in A .22 ) ) t h i s i s l and was f i r s t d iscovered 
by the United S ta tes . We do not know on what other 

grounds the United S ta tes can lay c la im to i t . His 
Ma je s t y ' s iSmbassy at 'Washington have been asked to supply 

urgent ly any mater ia l on t h i s po int which they can 
d i s c r e e t l y obta in . 

3o far as the t i t l e of His Ma je s t y ' s Government i s 
concerned Hul l I s land was taken possess ion of on the 11th 

J u l y , 1309, by Captain Oldham, H.M.S. "Aegeria" and i n 
August 1936 Captain Be^rfer l e f t a Union Jack and a not ice ; 
board a f f i rming B r i t i s h sovereignty over the i s l a n d . 
For some years past the i s l and has been leased to the 
B r i t i s h company Burns, P h i l p , f o r the e x p l o i t a t i o n of 

coconuts , and in August 1937 Mr. J o n e s , the l o c a l manager 
of the company, was given the p r o v i s i o n a l s ta tus of 
deputy commissioner of the Phoenix I s l a n d s . The company's 
i n t e r e s t in the i s l and has now been bought out but LIr. 
Jones i s s t i l l r e s i d ing there and has been confirmed in 
the above-mentioned s ta tus . At the end of l a s t year a 

New Zealand p a r t y , which has been withdrawn t h i s month, 
landed on the i s land and staked out in an o s t en ta t i ous 

manner the p r o v i s i o n a l s i t e for an a i r p o r t . Arrangements 
are on f o o t to co lon i se the i s l and as an i n t e g r a l par t of 
a scheme for p lac ing s e t t l e r s in i s l a n d s of the Phoenix 

Group from the surplus populat ion of the G i l b e r t and 

c i l i c e I s l ands colony. An advance party of these 
i s l anders i s about to a r r i ve at Hul l I s land, to d ig w e l l s 
and begin the p lan t ing of t r e e s . I t would appear 

advisable that some members of t h i s party should remain on 

the i s l and u n t i l arrangements have reached a po in t a t which 

t h e / 



the main body of s e t t l e r s can arr ive there, 
(intiia). J.B. 

14th Januarys 1939. 


