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PARAPHRAGE TELEGRAK

COMLLONVEALYH OF AUSTRALIA

Te the United Kingdom High Comiilssioner in the Commonwealth
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Noa 1 Secrev
teference telegram from Commonwealth Covernment
of" 11th Jamwry, No.D. Telegram, text of which is as

‘ollows, has beeén received Crom His Hajesty's Governtient in
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(e¢) Most effective means of cooperation with the United
Kingdom in the defence of British Comnonwealth aftern
broviding for security in the South Western Yacific,
including achenes fopr muiusl reinforcement,
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Coordination of defence policy in peace and ware
(e) Sources of supplies of equipment after the

outbreak of war.

\T) Sealee of reserves of supplies. including fuel and
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His Majesty's Govermaent in the United Kingdom
agree that Conference should meet by the middle ot; liarch if
possible or as soon as mey be practicable thereafter. They
arc endeavouring to arrange for United Kingdom Service
repregentatives to be available at that time and further
telegram will be sent as %o'this as soon as possible.

AB regards agenda of Conference on the defence
side, His “ajesty's Govefmaent in the Unitqdeingdom fully
recognige importance of the various mattess referred to in
your telegranm. It will De appreciated however that adequéte
consideration of some of the topics mentioned, such as those
set out under (d). (g) and (h) in your telesram, would call
for a meeting more in the nature of an Imporidl Confercnce in

which reprcsentatives of other Dominions and India might
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PREEC. it is assumed that on such topics the

he present Confercnce will be nerely exploratory

v S

with a view Lo drawing up reports for furither consideraiion
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willing that they shonld so act in addition to any duties
which they may be performing in relation to the Conference
Yor the Commonwealth Govermment.

Pleas

)

approach Cormonwealth Government accordingly
and inform us 88 soon as poasible whether they have any
objectlion.

For your own information, as repgards Royal AlLrp
Force reprosentintion position is that consideration 1s being
given to the question whether it would be pessible for
Sir Arthur Longmore to ve released from his auties in
comecition with Adlrcraft Hission to Australias in order %o

cake part in Conference in Hew Zealénd in latter port of

Marcils View of Governmuent here as regards Conference
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