
T h e r e a r e t h r e e p a p e r s w h i c h r e q u i r e a c t i o n 

i n t h e annexed b u n d l e -

( a ) 8 6 0 5 9 / 3 9 Wes tern P a c i f i c , 

( b ) 7 0 2 5 / 2 S e c r e t G e n e r a l , and 

( c ) 6 2 1 4 / 5 3 . 

( a ) d e a l s w i t h m i s c e l l a n e o u s q u e s t i o n s a f f e c t i n g 

i s l a n d s i n t h e Wes tern P a c i f i c and a£c<S2i6^aMife%* 

iau^raeltJ tA^ t h e C a n t o n - E n d e r b u r y d i s p u t e . 

^ir) 7 0 2 5 / 2 d e a l s w i t h the C o n f e r e n c e i n New Zea land^which 

a r o s e o u t o f a p r o p o s a l "by the New Z e a l a n d Government 

^which was r e f e r r e d t o t h e C»I*D . J f o r a s u r v e y o f t h e 

i s l a n d s f o r a i r r o u t e s . ( C ) 6 2 1 4 / 5 3 d e a l s w i t h d e f e n c e 

q u e s t i o n s i v v fc* UfaUx* fc^^^i'c , 

T h e s e "bundles have become n e c e s s a r i l y 

c o r r e l a t e d o w i n g t o t h e p r o p o s e d C o n f e r e n c e i n 

New Z e a l a n d . 

I t may be c o n v e n i e n t i f I g i v e b r i e f l y t h e 

summary o f t h e p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n . 

A s f a r a s t h e C a n t o n - E n d e r b u r y d i s p u t e 

i s c o n c e r n e d t h e p o s i t i o n i s t h a t a d r a f t exchange o f 

n o t e s i s u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

Government . A te legram- r e c e i v e d a few d a y s ago 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e d r a f t p r e p a r e d b y u s and p r e s e n t e d 

t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s Government i s l i k e l y t o be 

a c c e p t a b l e t o them. 

T h a t f i l e a l s o d e a l s w i t h o u r a p p r e h e n s i o n s 

l e s t U n i t e d S t a t e s Government s h o u l d a g a i n p r e s e n t u s 
a. 

v / i t h i&& f a i t a c c o m p l i b y t r y i n g t o s e i z e some o f t h e 

o t h e r i s l a n d s i n t h e a r e a . A f e w months ago t h e y 

i n f o r m e d 
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informed us that they were proposing to send 
a hydrographical expedition to certain of 

these islands including Hull and weojfcre 

apprehensive l e s t i t should be part of a 
further move in that area. I t now appears 
from recent telegrams that they have no t't^^Si'^L 

intentions, at least in regard to Hull. I t 

was "because of these apprehensions that we 
were anxious from the Colonial Off ice point of 

view to press on with /{u proposed Conference 
in New Zealand for the discussion of the 

general posit ion in. regard to these is lands. 
As far as the proposed Conference 

i s concerned the posit ion now i s that a 

telegram has just gone from the Dominions 
Off ice to New Zealand dealing with the agenda^ 
in so f a r as defence was concerned, and saying 

that the Conference might take place in the 
middle of March. ( There i s a draft telegram 

70ZS72-
on Qgl'i/oa informing the High Commissioner of 
th is . 

I t i s proposed that the Conference 
should consist of Sir Harry Batterbee, {the 
High Commissioner of the United Kingdom in 
New Zealand)and representatives of the 
New Zealand??pa6c^0CR^twi Governments. I t 
appears that i t w i l l be possible for Sir Harry 
Luke to attend this Conference without 
interfering v/ith his plans for v i s i t ing the 

High 
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High Commission t e r r i t o r i e s t h i s summer. 

In so f a r as the agenda f o r the Conference 

i s c o n c e r n e d , t h e d e f e n c e agenda i s d i s c u s s e d on 

6214 /53 . >, 

(tr) A "br ie f has been prepared by the Fore ign 

O f f i c e d e a l i n g w i t h the p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t s o f t h e 

m a t t e r ( 5 on 7 0 2 5 / 2 ) . ® A b r i e f i s b e i n g prepared 

i n t h e A i r M i n i s t r y d e a l i n g w i t h c i v i l a v i a t i o n 

a s p e c t s ani^a d r a f t b r i e f i s w i t h these papers 

d e a l i n g w i t h the f u t u r e o f u n a t t a c h e d i s l a n d s i n the 

a r e a . There a re c e r t a i n s u b o r d i n a t e i s s u e s , b u t 

t h e main p o i n t s r e q u i r i n g d e c i s i o n on t h i s paper 

PA/VYN-S %IX a re the form o f the d r a f t b r i e f f o r S i r Harry 

^tx4:ic*Jjx^- B a t t e r b e e i n so f a r as the t&a t tached i s l a n d s a re 

c o n c e r n e d , and s e c o n d l y , t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s t o 

S i r Harry Luke i n regard t o the da te and the agenda 

f o r t h e proposed C o n f e r e n c e . 

( U n f o r t u n a t e l y some o f the e a r l i e r de fence 

papers and c e r t a i n s e c r e t papers d e a l i n g w i t h t h e 

U n a t t a c h e d i s l a n d s cannot be t r a c e d . That and the 

f a c t t h a t the f i l e s a re c o n s t a n t l y b e i n g r e q u i r e d 

f o r u r g e n t a c t i o n has d e l a y e d the p r e p a r a t i o n o f 

t h e b r i e f f o r S i r Harry B a t t e r b e e ) . 

2 . 2 . 5 9 . 
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