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As I had the honour to inform Your Iondship

in my telegram No.44 of the 27th January, a wvery
copsiderable sensation hms been ereatod hero by

the news that the Government were faclilitating the
sale of military esircraft to France. It would seenm
that o French misoion to investigate the possibility
of purchasing American asiyeraft has been in this
country for some little time and has, with the
assistance of the Upited States subthorities, been
aotively pursuing its enquiries. The presgence of

this migsion was, however, kept secrot and it was
only due to an acoldent « a Douglas bowber undemping
tests crashed in California with a member of the Frenoch
mission on board - that the nows loaked out adout ten
days ago.

2. This gudden chance discovery of the existence
of the French mission couged & great stir not only

in the newespapers but also in Congress. The Sonate
Hilitary Affairs Committoe mot at once to ilnvestigate
the position and Lpterrogated several senlor officers
of the Army and Navy as well as the Secretary to the
Treasury and the Secretary for War. The meestings of
the Committes would seem at times to have been quite
stormy and the newspapers were full of rumours. Allegations
wore made that the French Migsion had been unduly
favoured and given access to alirerart and accossories
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faollitles tut had beon overridden by the Treamury, and
that the entive responeibility for the winle affeiy 3
rested with the resident himself, who had bees convinsed
by M. Bullitt, when the latter was recently in this
countyry, of the necessity of doing something to assist
the Jreuch Jovernuent to reconstitute thely ealr force.
Some members of the Committee were yeported as regarding
the agitation ss exaggerated, while others, suoh as Senator
Lye, declared that "any deal whareby the Srench Oovernmont
would be permitted to buy an indefinite nunber of planes
in the United Stater constitutes in my opinion a military
alliance."
Se The situation was clarified to u certaln extent
by the 'resident at his prese conference on Janualy 27th.
Fe declarod that the French Oovernment's request for
facilitiss % buy alreralfit in thio countr; had been
dlsoussed by the whole Cabipet. The Cabinet Imd felt
that the Fronch request, If ;;ﬂnto.i, would in no way
fnterfore with the rroduction of alrceraft for the United
Stetes Oovernment themselves. Cn the comtrary sevesrsl
of the leading elveraft manufecturers in this country were
o'ort of work at tle moment and 1t would meke 1t eannler for
thore firme to handle the eventual United States mvernmest
ordors if thelr factorles ocould be keopt Yay in the
meantim. Nerthernore the proposal was 1n Do way
repugnant to the terus of the lNeutrality Act and there
was 00 resscn wh; Af His Majesty'e Govermment lhad Loen
pormitted $o buy alvreraft in this country the Frmeh
Oovernnent/
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satisfy his critiocs, either in Congress or in the
ress. The Jenate Nilitary Affalrs Committees Neld
another stomy meeting on January 28th but decided,
despite the protests of several members, that the
matters undcr discussion were so confidential that
the proceedings should be kept secrot. It was clear
by this time that the cpponex ts of the Adminiastration
intonded to make use of the inclident %o launch a
frontal attack on the Freslident's forelgn pollcy.

The isolationlsts, of course, saw in the aff aira
splendid opportunity of aocusing the FPresident of
having comuitted the United States to take sides with
¥rance in the event of a Buropean war, while even

those persons who wore not out of sympathy with the
‘resident's aims and shared hlg views about the
Neutrality legislation regrette: the secrsey with
which the arrsngements for the Froench mission had been
swrounded and emphaslieed the dangers of s policy of
drift and the desirabllity of taking some definite
decision in the very near future on the line to be talen
by the United States Government in its dealings with
Burope. As the "New York Herald Tribune” in an article
hoaded 'Stumbling into war' put it "There will be no
quarrel in the nmation with respect to the English or
Fronch purchase of planes in this country. Rather will
there be spplaunse that ouwr laws pemmit thie collaboration
of American skill with the needs of these old alliles
ot/
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with respect to this collaboratich and to the
emorgency in which the democracics of the world

find themselves. Isolated cooperation is not

enough in such a crisis. There must be a general
exploration of work and methods and a searching
effort to develop not only unity of military

plans but a unity of poliey throughout the demooratio
world".

S. It was to check such oriticism that, as I
reported in my telegram No,54 of Februsry 1st,

the Frealident summoned the mambers of the Senate
Nilitary Affalre Committes to a seoret meeting on
January 3lst. At this mosting Mr. Roosevelt is alleged
to have declared that thia count»y should be i epared
to render assistance to Great Brifain and France

in the ovent of & war in Rurorsj to have sald that

in the event of such a war "the frontiers of the
United States would be in France”, and to have
indicated that the United States should de prepared
to help the demooracles against the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo
axis by furnighing them with everything they wanted,
provided they puid for it. Whether or not the
Presldont actually went as far es this there can

be little doubt that, as Ir.. Arthur Krock says in

the "New York Times" of February 2nd, he intended

the meeting to "serve an wnoffiolal but authoritative
notice to Hitler, Mugrolini and the ruling party in
Jepan that in the event of aggressive war abroad, the

Freaident/
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the constitution 18 10 very great - S ——
so-oalled Neutrallty Laws may be on this ulla‘. m
books and lemi every ald short of force to the demooratic
powara”.

6. The effect of thha Ppesident's remarks on the
Opposition was what might have been expected. In a
brosdcast on February lest ex-President Hoover, besides
olaining that "our foreign policlies must be determined

by the American people and the Congress, not by the
Prosident slone" warned the country that the President
was trying to lead the United States to forsake ite
traditional pollicy of isolation and detachment in favour

of one of intervention. The new policy, he declared,
could only be enforced 1f the United 9%tates Sovermment
were prepared to ombark on "embargoes, beycotts and

other economlio sanctlona” and such meagures in the last
resort could only bo made effective by armed force. "Those
who think in terms of economic sanctione should also

think in terme of war". The new pollioy would imvolve

the United States "determining who are the sggressors in the
world”, would expose the Unlted States to npﬂ.uh end
would nocessitate the maintenance by the United States of
armed forces far beyond those required for the defence

of the Western Homfisphore. How much more effective, he
claimod, would it be for the United States to revert to
their traditional policy. "“Our country standing apart

can make a contribution of transcendent service in

holding aloft the banner of moral relationships”. When it

came/
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more than suggest that "the Amerlcan ww

expross unhesitatingly thelr indignation agalnet wrong
and persecution and should aid the suffering”.
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Te Mr. Hoover's sentiments were shared by some
speakers in a dobate in the Senate on February lst

on the subjest of the French Mission, All the best known
1golationists wre in full ory and much will be heard of
the President's secret diplomacy and attempt to ontange
the nation in the affairs of Surope. In gencral, howaver,
the criticlism in Congress so far lmsb een directed not

so much against the principle of supplyling alreraft to
France as against the seorecy with which the whole affaly
had boen conducted. Various subsidiary points were raised
guch as the wisdom of sllowing secrot information to be
glven to foreign alr foroes, and the effect of any French
orders on the United States rearmament progtaume.

Senator Lodge, too, started a new hare by calling for an
asourance that no part of the 2000 million dollar stabiliszatiol
fund bad been used to provide credits for the French
government to facilitate thelr purchase of alreraft. The
burden of eriticlam, both on the Republican and the
Democratic side was,however, directed primarily at the
secrecy with which the President wes conducting his whole
forelgn polliey. As Senator Hiram Johnson sald "The
furdenental question 1g ghall we be esased into war and
our people nover know 1t? Shall we be in the position of
men and womem wio are carrded into war without thelp

knowledge/



ALl these satters wuld ssoner oF later have
had to be ventilated in Congress but the sccldent
to the Douglas Dosber has biought thes to the fore
ot a tive whigh wae not of the Fresidest’e choosing.
e had, I think, latendad to got his defence progranse
tizough before provoking the more vioclent clash of
orinlon which must eoove o arent when the sutrality
Aot i up for dlseussion. ills teetice are sill)
belleved to e to keep the question of amending that
Aot ae far as posaidle In the beckground unstll smweh
later in the Jession whei A% a time Judged suitedble
‘ Semmtor rittumen will produce & psuposal to ellow

| the Precident latitude to put on & "eash end cawry”
basis ot only rav mmterisls ote. but also weapons
ad munitione of war. Swoh an amended aot wuld make
pocalidle the coantisued export even in wartime of arms,

seyoplanes and muaitions & the /ownrg who tave the
cand with whilohk te Suy then and the eshilps in which
e tracapolrt them seross the wean. I :ave heayrd it
sald by people who favouwr sugh a course that it may
in %he long run be all t% the good that Congress should
blow off steom now sad be left in a calmer freme of
mind by the tisze the neutrality dedator begln. On the
othey hand, the "New Yorkt Times”, which rightly praelses
the Presidont’e purpose, 1s oritical of his secrotive
nothed o/
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‘ the ofen now end recommend to Congress the revision

¥ of the Neutrallty Act. It would also 11is him %o ask
: Congress th withhold from sggressor nations the right
| to purchase weapons in American markets even whan
only an "undeclared war" 1s being fought, as in the !
case of Jepan. Such action would, the paper clainms, ‘
substitute open for secret diplomacy and carry a

megsage to the aggressor mations which they could
not possidly misconstIue.
O Ian se ' g coples of this despatoh to '
He lnjo.ty'./ubnum at Parls and to the ¥High
Oomlooioyi for the United Kingdom in Canada.
v I bave the honowr to be,
with the higheet respect, ‘
Ky Lord,
Your Lordship'e most obedient,
bhumble servant, '

(8GD) V.A.L.MALLET,

HM.Chargh 4'Affalres.




