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PARNEHRASE YBLEGRAM from the Gecretary of State fopr the

Colonies to the Governor of ¥Fiji,

{Sent 8.0 p.m. 6th February,1939.)
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NOo.17. Secret,
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15. Your telegram No.1B, Uecrat. The following is

o

the text of the reply of the Secretarsy of Utate for
) Dominion Affairs to the telepgram dated 22nd of January from
the Gaovernor eneral of" New Zealand, Begine: ~

EeTerence your ftelegram Nae9 of the 22nd Janary.

m

His liajestiy's Government in the United Kingdom agree that
Cconference should mest by the middle of Iarch if possible
or as soon as mey be practicable thereaflter. They are
endeavouring to arrange for United Kingdom Service
representatives to be available at that time and further

telegram will be sent as to this as soon as possible.

ASs repards agenda of confercnce on the defence
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l 3¢ vt gnder (d)g (f ) and 1) your telegram, woulad call
for ameeting more in the natnre of an Imperinl Conference
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in which representatives of other pominions and India might

wish to participatec It is assumed that on such topics
‘ the task of the presvnt Conference will be merely exploratory
: I
: with a viev to draving up renorts for further consideration

by the Governments concerned. This would not apply to

l' 1mnediate practical proble=s such a g those mentioned under

ot

Bl (a); (b) and (c), which it is thought could be fully

discussed at the Conference with a view to reaching definite

conclusions
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, conclusionse,

| His llajesty's Qovernment in the United ¥4ngdom
' agree that (j) should be includea in Agenda, Ends.
You will see from}gggve the questions of Defence
which are going to be discussed at the Conference; ani:the
following documents will shortly be forwarded to you.
; 1 (1) Foreign 0ffice memorandum on the general position
vis-a=vis fhe United States Government, relative to the
‘ four party Conference which it 1s proposed to hold,
10 consider the development of air communication in the
vestern Pacific (2) a memorandum on developrent of Civil
aviation (3) Colonial 0ffice memorandum on the position of

unattached islands :@An the area. These will be the briefs

for the United Kingdom representatives at the Conferesnce,




