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upon the antagonism which the President was
provoking in Congress by certain minor appolntments.
Since then what should have been an unimportant
incident has been magnifiled into quite a serious
display of 1ll-feeling between Mr. Rocsevelt and
the Semate. MNr. Floyd Roberts, a Virginian Judge,
was the comparativ ely harmless and innocent cause
of the trouble. The President had nominated him
for a District Judgeship in Virginia, _but the
Senate overwhelmingly rejected this nomination by
72 = 9. There ars occasions when Senators are
inclined to trest each other as fellow members of
a distinguished club, and this was one. The two
Senators for Virginlae, Messrs. Carter Glass and
Earry Byrd, are highly respected not only in theiy
own State but elsewhere, and they have long shown
great independence towards any New Desal legislation
gponsored by the Administration- Mr. Glass is over
eighty and does not intend to stand for reslection,
but Mr. Byrd believes himself marked out for a purge
in 1940. TLast sumer the two Senators got wind
;f the fact that the Governcr of Virginia, who is a
Nlew Deal Democrat, wanted Mr. Roborts appointed to
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suggest wm;m,m the name or nemes of
the nominees they favoured. They sent in two names
and the only reply wes the nomination of Mr. Hoberts.
The Senators felt that this was a deliberate affront
in view of thelr having been invited tc submit thelr
own suggestions. When, therefore, the questlon came
to the floor of the Senate on February 5th they
declared that the appointment of Mr. Roberts was
personally obpmoxicus to them, and slmost all their
fellow Senators behaved like good members of the club
end came to thelr support. Their action in doing so was
not merely due to edmiration of thelr Virginian
collsagues but because they felt that thelir own
patronage in thelr own States might be the next bone
of contention.

2. The above story sounds rather trivial, but
it has to be taken in conjunction with other irritants
which lir. Roosevelt has thought fit to apply to Congress
lately. One of these is the Amlie nomination, which
has not yet come to a vote on the floor of the Senate
but 1s likely to be rejected. Another 1s the bad
grace with which Mr. Roosevelt accepted the Relief
Deficlency Appropristion Bill when it reached him cut
to $725,000,000. He signed the appropriation bill,
but three days later sent a message to Congresa
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iR unemploymens: on rei.
an abrupt reduction of 1,000,000 persons on the
relief rolls from April lst, or a gradual week by
week redustion from April lst to the end of June
which would make it necessary to cut off from the
relief rolls by that date cne and a half million

persons, or half those at present on those rolls.

For these reasons the President asked Congress to begln
immediate consideration of how to provide additional
funds to be available on and after April lst, and

he recommended immediate leglslation to provide

the necessary balance of $150,000,000 for the Works
Progress Adminlstration, exactly the sum which
Congress had cut from the appropriation the week
before.

Se On top of these disputes there was s trong
eriticism, particularly in the Senate, of the secreoy
with which the President was shaping his foreign
policy, as exemplified by the secret sessions of the
¥ilitary Affairs Commlttee on the defence measures
and on the question of selling aireraft to the French
Government, whlch have been dealt with in former
despatches. The cumulative effect of these various
causes of disagreement became so serious that
Administration leaders in the Senate decided %o
hold no sessicns of that body last week in order to
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time for reflection. All except the most ardent
left wing supporters of the President are alarmed
at the prospect of a severe split in the Democratiec
Party whieh would let in the Republicans in 1940.
The President's most intimate advisers are still the

Hopkins, Corcoran group who do not inspire confidence
among the moderates in Congress. These latter are
distressed to find the President sc obstlinate and
insensitive to the present mood of the legislature.
Thelr feeling is reflected in the following quotation
from a leading article in the "New York World Telegram"
(Seripps Howard) of February 8th:e-
" If Mr. Roosevelt wants to destroy his
own prestige, wreck his party, leave his
administration's truly great achiovements
wide open to thelr enemles and let the
world conclude that America's President is
not her spokesman on affairs domesatic or
foreign, that is what his present course
seems most likely to aceomplish.
¥ But if he wishes to avold these dangers
and disasters, then we think he has need
to make & change ss simple and wise ass it
would be right.
" Let him cemse to treat Congress as an
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Let him sppeal sincerely to Congress for
counsel and cooperation. We belleve it
is not yet too late for such an appeal
to win response.”
A more unfriendly criticlsm in the "Chieago Tribune"
foresees that the President may be provoking a guarrel

with Congress as a curtain raiser for a new party of
revolution. It ssea him aiming at a third term with
the support of a kind of left bloe. INr. Arthur Krock
in the "NWew York Times" states that the President

has all along madse concessions o his radical followers,
to the Congress of Industrial Organizations, to the
inflationists, to the silver bloe¢, to the domestic sugar
group, to the doctrinal social economic reformers.

The moderates, particularly in view of certalin results
last November, cannot see why it is not their turn for
concessiona. To this section of his party, however, Mr.
Roosevelt has steadlly turned the cold shoulder and
demanded acquiescence. In Mr. Krock!s view the
responsibility for the lack of unity in the Democratic
Party lies not with Congress but with the White House.
4. However irritated Congress may have been by
the President's secretive methods, there seems to be

no doubt that the defence messures will go through
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noasures recommended in the President's defence i
message involving expenditure of about $376,000,000, '
was approved by 567 votes to 15. Numerous speakers

harped upon the dangers of the international

situation with 1ts ultimate threat to the security
of the United States. Mr. Pace of Ceorgla went so
far as to declare:"We are safe so long as England
and France stand, and we are in immediate danger
when they fall". As regards the sale of seroplancs

to Prance, 1t loocks as if the whole matter will
blow over, beczuse reports from the constituencies
show that the public wish the French (and by
implication ourselves) to have the aeroplanes,and
is not deeply concerned sbout the legalities of

the case. Ths Administration leaders do not,
however, yet feel that the time has come to embark
upon the erucial question of neutrality. There are
several private Bllls waiting in pigeon holes,
including one by Senator Thomas of the Foreign
Relatlions Conmittee which would allow the President
to define an aggressor and thereafter sell him
arms on & cash and carry basis. The opposite point

of view ism being represented in Father Coughlin's
broadcast in which he calls for a strieter definition
of neutrality because France and England are not
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Chairman of the House Forelgn Affalrs Commlttee
suggesting that the discussion of a bill proposing
the prohibition of scrap iron to Chine and Jepan
be postponed "until such time as Congress may
find it convenient to consider our neutrality
policy in all its aspecta™. The Seoretary of
State is also sald by the "New York Times" to
have indicated in this letter that "the revision
cf the Neutrality Act would not be dlstasteful

to the Administration, although leaving the
initiative entirely to Congress”.

5. Following upon the Supreme Court's
decision regarding the Tennessee Valley Authority
referred to in my despateh No.l24 E, an arrange-
ment has been announced between the Authority and
the Commonwealth and Southern Sorporation, whose
Chairmen, Mr. Wendell Willkle, has for a long time
been negotliating for the sale of his Company's
assets. The Tennesses Valley Authority have
agreed to pay 78f% million dollars for the rival
electric power properties owned by a subsidiary
of Mr. Willkie's corporation. The Tennessee
Valley Authority had originally only offered

$55 million, and the present price is said to be
only slightly less than Mr. Willkie's original
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] - tu- ﬂ;amo!ntmﬁm A way may now
be opening to renewed expenditure by utility
companles which would greatly help towards economilc
recovery.

G. Another Justice of the Supreme Court has

resigned and presented the President with the chance
of making his fourth nomination to the Court. The
resigning Justice 1s Mr. Louls Brandels, and 1t 1is

universally sciknowledged that he has been a very
great liberal Judge. He 1s 82 years old and has been
on the bench for 23 years. His appointment at the
time ralsed an outery because he was a Jew and a
radical, but he has never allowed his liberal views
to outweligh the impartiality of his judgments and
he has proved himself to be one of the greatest
and most respected jurists in the history of this
country.
7« I am sending coples of this despateh to the
High Commissioner for the United Kingdom in Canada,
the Department of Overseas Trade, and the Primes Minister
of Australla care of the Domipions Office.
I have the honour to be,
with the highest respect,
My Iord,
Your Lordship's most obedient
humble servant,

(535) VeAoL.MALLD, /
H.M.Chargé da'Affaives. /




