tress ccaference an defence 1n this PRt of the world, sad,
ummmmunmmm
mmmnmmwnmw
Conforence, thoush I fear thot the 2ally in this respect in
the “ecorotery of ntate's secret telegram lo. 17 of the |
lst Pedrunyy was not eppreciatec here. 1
8. T think that the Services pgenuinaly want a
Defence Conference,; pertly in order to Lyring pressure to Lear
on the Oovermmant, psrtly in the hope of directing publiec
ettention towards defeonce problems. Vithout, however, poing
so far s to attricute bed faith to the liew leelond Government,
T shink thet, when Hinisters firat put forwsrd the proposal,
they hoped that it would be & wseful ploce of window-dresaing;
Shey hoped to coavince the more vooal section of the
Voposition that they were taking the initistive in defence
mattere, ond at the seme time they ssw & chance of getting out
of the venf'erence in a flood of genersllities without elther

comppromiging
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% we shall not diseournge ANy G&ppIOSChes m
MM'CW“JG"“‘“W“ nd
Govermient down te brass tscks, firstly, nmu
giving the Sew Zenlsnd Covermment & chance 6 say ﬁut%
heve ande edvances but were rebuffed. end, secondly, becouse
the falling, Ifroam our point of view, of all the Kinisters 19
thet they seize avery esportunity of indulging in peasralities
and aye uniikely $o sdopt diffevent methods on this cocasion,
8. As r. Jones, the Winister of Sefenocs,
aanounced lest vweek on the ocomaion of & review of some cadets
who wove going to Duntroon, thet thes policy of the Covernment
was the clesest posaible co-operation with Anstralis in all
defence matiers, I wshed Ttevens, the fecretery of the Couneil
*‘ of Defonce end of the Crganization foy Hetional Security, how

this co-operation al present works out. He vald that

teehnical cowoparation Letwesn Ausienlisn snd New Zesland

L | naval forces snd militury forces is qeite good end thas theve
0 wves no repson to suppese that teohnmicsl co-operation vetween

| B the reepective aly forces would not in time be equally good)
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Governmant 414 not reeiprosste, W, Savags ﬁ
ir mwmmum ol
opinicn on defence subjecto. nmmucmm
| . velcoming the propossl and saying thet the matter had been

# veferred to Ur, Thorby, then linister of Defence in

| Austyelis, from whom he would hear further, Nothing

I further has, howevsr, been heerd fron the Coamonweslih |
" covernment from thet dey to this.
! $: I do not know, of sourse, what will de
contained in the memorandum which the High Comaissioner i8
| bringing with him, but, ss sn exsmple of the kind of
questions thet the New Zealsnd reprosentetives at the
gonference are expocting te ask, ! might monticn sn enquiry
ag to the views of the United Zingiom Oovernment om
contenplated Fleet dispositions, with special referance to
singapore, in the light of the way in waich en emergency in
Burope might be expected to develop.

7. It is fer fyvom clear to me that the New

Zealsnd Oovernment have yet cleared thelr own minde ss %o
i what resulte they went from the Conference. No memoranda
| appEvently
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conference here bigger then the 7
Conference in October, 1936, snd certa
sre yot in trein, m:mmﬁﬂ
mmahmmﬁﬁ
Confevence is mach in demend!

Yourn ever, |
- ( oigned ) 6. B. HOYD SHAMNCH
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